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Injunction Halts Tree-Top Baseball 
Eavesdropping in Southern Towns 


Birmingham, May 14. 
Tree-top broadcasting of home 
baseball games is up a tree in two 


southern cities, Birmingham and 
Little Rock. Last week a tem- 
porary injunction was granted the 
Birmingham Baseball Association 
against WSGN peeping over the 
fence at Rickwood and calling the 
plays. A similar injunction is pend- 
ing in Little Rock. 

Steve Cisler, manager of WSGN 
leased a plot of land across the rail- 
road tracks from the local park and 
had the lease recorded for legal 
reasons, He then built a little house 
45 feet up in the air in a tree on his 
property. Three men succeeded in 
calling one game but the next day’s 
broadcast was interrupted by legal 
proceedings. 

Broadcasting of home games by 
stations is prohibited by the South- 
ern League, one of the strongest 
minor leagues in baseball. 

Cisler said he would not have at- 
tempted to broadcast these home 
games had the station not been dis- 
criminated against in selecting an 
outlet to broadcast road games. 
WBRC with Bull Conner announc- 
ing has broadcast these games for 
several years. The time is bought 
by a local furniture store. 


Gov't Skeptical on 
Shoestring Summer 


Stocks—And Probing. 


U. S. Department of Justice is re- 
ported investigating summer stock 
promoters. Government’s look 
over, from account, -is not aimed at 
established stock companies but the 
numerous shoestring outfits. 

Sheestringers are understood, 
through complaints, to be charging 
hopeful amateurs $200 for the priv- 
ilege of participating in the sum- 
mer shows in converted stables, 
country churches, ete. In return 
they are promised small bits in the 
shows, plus $5 a week, room and 
board. Report is that some troupes 
don’t even pay back the weekly 
$5, but permit the actors to keep 
the proceeds from any tickets 
they’re able to sell. 

Government investigation is be- 
lieved on a basis of interstate 
transportation of actors and also 
aS to any mail fraud angles. 


71-Year Legit Actress’ 
Paramount Film Debut 





Hollywood, May 14. 
Charlotte Granville, 71-year-old 
it actress, gets in tomorrow 


(Tuesday) from New York under 
Contract to Paramount. She is set 
for a character part in ‘You Belong 
te Me.’ the Carole Lombard film. 
Pauline Lord is due May 21 to 
have the lead in the same studio’s 
‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch.’ 


+ 











Young Fan 


In one of New York's public 
school kindergarten’ classes 
the teacher asked a four-year- 
old lad what month comes 
after May? 

Answer: 


ALL - COLORED 
GRAND OP 
FOR N. Y. 


‘West.’ 











Colored grand opera at $1 top is 
slated for June debut in New York, 
either at Mecca Temple in Man- 
hattan or the Academy of Music, 
Brooklyn. Peter Creatore, son of 
the bandmaster, is impresario. 

Creatore has all the prominent 
Negro singers lined up. ‘Emperor 
Jones’ with Jules Bledsoe in the 
title role will tee off the summer 
opera venture. Abbie Mitchell, so- 
prano; Todd Duncan, barytone; 
Carl Diton and Alexander Gate- 
wood, are among the more promi- 


nent race singers slated for roles. 

Negro novelty called ‘Kykunkor,’ 
which opened at the Unity, a little 
theatre on East 23d street, last 
week, is slated to be moved to 
Broadway. Performance, which is 
a combination of African tribal cus- 
toms and native ballet, attracted at- 
tention following a rave notice in 


a New York daily, and late last 
week the show, attended by uptown 
intelligentsia, was a turnaway. 


House has less than 200 seats, First 
priced at 35c the ‘top’ was lifted to 
50c after the premiere. 

First offer from Broadway failed 
to click because the show’s sponsors 
asked for $2,500 weekly as a guar- 
antee for the company. There are 
22 persons in the show. All the men 
are from Africa and cannot speak 
English, with the exception of Asa- 
data Dafora, teacher and lecturer. 
Female contingent is said to have 
been recruited from Harlem. 

‘Native African Opera’ is the bill- 
ing. There is some story continuity, 
scene being that of a village where 
young girls, approximately 12 years 


of age, are trained for marriage. 
Dafora is said to be an authority 
on primitive African art and is 


known abroad as a lecturer on that 
subject. He also has similarly ap- 
peared in schools over here. He 
also sometimes uses the name of 
Horton and hails from Sierre Leone, 
according to the program. 

‘Kykunkor’ is interpreted to mean 
‘witch woman.’ 
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Air Acts Which Kill ’Em 
Out of Town No Sock on 
New York’s Main St.— 
Most OK in Nabes but 
Just Don’t Smash _ in 
Downtown Theatres 





WHY? 





The Broadway jinx which pur- 
sues all radio names on _ theatre 
dates has yet to be shaken off. It 
was generally expected that the 
bugaboo’s perfect record would be 
shattered by Joe Penner at Loew's 
State recently, but the house lost 
money on the deal, adding one more 
to the Broadway jinx’s consecutive 
kayo record. 

Air turns that mop up out of town 
have had their troubles on the big 
street, Some have made pretty 
good showings on first Broadway 
engagements, only to brodie on re- 
turn trips, but none established any 
marks for other acts to shoot at, At 
best they caused above normal 
grosses, but usually the cost was 
excessive as against the increase 
in gross. 

« Penner's week at the State was a 
(Contionsd on page 32) 


LANDI LANDS 
WRONG FOOT 


Washington, May 14. 

Whether Elissa Landi can evade 
a penalty\for alleged violation of 
customs laws by paying $350 in set- 
tlement of a claim remained un- 
decided today as Treasury Officials 
awaited further reports from the 
Coast concerning her importation 
of a group of left-foot shoes and 
gloves. 

Accused of having brought in 
single shoes as samples and later 
of having obtained the mates by 
similar ingenuity, Miss Landi of- 
fered to compromise by paying $350 
which was agreeable to Los An- 
geles officials. Higher-ups here in- 
sisted that the matter be probed 
further with the possibility that 
legal action will be instituted if 
Customs Bureau bosses feel the 
case is too flagrant to be dropped 
quietly. 








CANOES BEST 


Minneapolis, May 
Endeavoring to stimulate the 
rental of canoe racks at the local 
lakes, Charles E. Doell, park board 
secretary, is advertising the alleged 
fact that canoes have a decided ad- 
vantage over automobiles as places 


14. 


Handled, May 


Mammy ’Ginny 


—— 





Mother’s Day inspired a 
Times Square liquor shop to 
place Whistler’s classic paint- 
ing, ‘My Mother,’ in a window. 

Slogan under the display 
read, ‘An ideal gift for Mother.’ 


CLEAN CONEY 
SEES TOUGH 
SUMMER 


Coney Island is set for the tough- 
est and cleanest season of its career. 
Showmen there do not know what 
to expect, but figure they’ve got a 














hard fight on their hands. On order 
of License Commissioner Paul 
Moss, all ballyhoo is out, shows 


within shows have been done away 
with, prices must be clearly stated 
in front of all shows, and gambling 
devices will disappear. 

Luna Park, biggest concession in 
Coney for years, will not open. It’s 
in the hands of receivers who have 


decided not to bother. The Luna 
Park sky ride and swimming pool 
will operate as separate concessions. 
Fusion administration has ordered 
strict covering up on the Island, 
with the concessionaires having 
promised police they'll carry through 
on orders. What the amusement 
park will be without ballyhoo and 
without being permitted to charge 
more than one admission for any 
concession is puzzling them. 

Plenty of open space available 
for stands and stores, with a lot of 
the boys leary of investing much 
and a goodly number hopping off 
to Chicago and points west. 





IT’S BACK! 





Watch Your Kisser—Here Comes 


That Swinging Door 

The 
back! 
Following tre new bill 
passed by the New York Legisla- 
ture and signed by Gov. Lehman, 


swinging door is coming 


liquor 


permitting absorption of grog of any 
grade at bars, some of the nervier 
spots in the Times Square area 
have put in the doors that cut the 
semi-circle, 

It’s the nearest approach 
atmosphere of another day. 
zone forever, it is deemed, the 
fronts that made saloons look like 


to the 


are 





in which te spoon. 


saloons. 





But | time 


Hearn’s F&M Show, Professionally 


Start Store Circuit 


First time that a department store 
show was booked and handled by 
regular show people was last week, 
when Hearn’s, on i14th = street, 
booked an all-colored unit through 


Fanchon & Marco. Thus depart- 
ment store vaudeville, oft talked 
about in and outside the trade, has 
become a fact. Unit headed by 
Adelaide Hall was in for a full 
week which began Monday (7) and 
closed Saturday (12). 

Department store idea may grow. 
Fanchon & Marco is in contact, 
through other stores, for follow-ups 
and a department store circuit of 
vaude by show people handlers 
looks in the making. 

In addition to Miss Hall, the unit 
at Hearn’s carried an 8-piece band, 
Leon Johnson's Mississippi Merri- 


makers; El Brown, male imperson- 
ator; 3 Tan Tappers and 5 Clouds 


of Joy. Also a line of 6 girls. 

Hearn’s, in taking the unit, is 
understood to have paid a regular 
fiat fee. That’s same as theatres, 
except that Hearn’s offered the 
show free to customers. 

When caught the oblong shaped 
room where the performance was 
held was filled beyond capacity. 
Maybe around 400 people watching 
the show, including about 100 
standees, mostly women and kids. 

Understood that the s.r.c. thing 
was evident the entire week. 

Hearn's advertised it daily and 
even billed the talent in ads, thus 
giving the experiment a real try- 
out. Show played twice daily, st 
11:30 and at 3:30. 

On Thursday (10) two additional 
players were added. Unbilled, but 
looked like a couple of white lads. 


(Continued on page 65) 


SEMI-PRO NEWS SHOTS 
FOR NEWSREEL THEATRE 


that: he can beat the 
newsreels at their own game, 
Francis Carter Wood, Jr., son of a 
prominent New York surgeon who 
has a financial interest in the pres- 


ent operation of the Embassy the- 
atre on Broadway, is organizing 
several Columbia University alumni 
to go out in the field on their own 
and bring some real scoops to the 
Emb screen. 

While at Columbia young Wood 
became acquainted with the cam- 
era. He is convinced that he can 
take 1,000 feet of negative and bring 
back one of the most complete cov- 
erages of any football game. From 
his own experiences professional 
reel editors who send a couple of 
crews to the field and let them shoot 
up 5,000 féet of raw stock are out 
of their heads 

Right now Wood spends all of his 
in the politely but- 
-holing many of the attendees 
first person reactions as to the 
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j show. 











PiCraRmeEs 


Tuesday, May 15, 19963 


STUDIOS SET UR UP 
OWN TALENT 
DIRECTORIES 


VA RIE TY 


tf wood’s Overhead Too Big a Fixed 
Charge to Warrant Prod. in East 


$1,500,000 Film Suit 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Walter S. Lawrence, author of 
‘Marathon Dancer,’ has filed Fed- 
eral damage suit for $1,500,000 
against Fox Film on plagiarism al- 
legations in Fox’s ‘Sailor's Luck.’ 
Plaintiff also seeks the usual in- 
junction and accounting. 


a. 

















Xtras 507 Off 


Hollywood, May i4, 
production around, the 
2357 
being placed through Central Cast - 
ing for the seven-day 
ing Friday (11) night. 

This figure is about 50% normal, 
and lowest in several months. 


DOWD ON RKO THEATRE 
PUB AND ADV LIKELY 


While 


ner : - 





19 CO rage Cee y Net 


With little 
extras dipped last week, only 


ee 





period end- 


As long as the industry has its 
present big investment in Holly- 
wood the vast majority of its prod- 
uct will have to be produced in the 
west, if for no other reason than 
that there is a standing overhead 
which must be met. Film leaders 
who are among the pioneers in the 
eastern movement but who have 
definitely abandoned it, point out 
that whatever saving is realized by 
producing a picture or so in New 








Hollywood, May 14, . 

In a double move to eliminate 
the commercial casting directorieg 
and to have at their finger tips q 
classification of all talent in Holly. 
wood available for films, the major 
studios’ casting directors are com- 
piling three distinct personnel di- 
rectories which will list more than 


Ml Wy an 


yo 
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Bob Sisk continues in 














hah reflects itself he pang charge of all RKO publicity and ad- eae af 
urdens on the other features made ROSBY IN MIDDLE Ww M A vertising, after his return from the 2 players. 
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n the long run, eastern econo- cord §s : . ‘blue ooks was evolved at th 

F ¢ given jurisdiction of the theatre F ® 

mies merely add to Hollywood OF SALES QUARREL There are very few in Mr. Ma- sidé. Sisk would concentrate on ad- weekly casting meetings at the 

costs so that when the books are ' honey’s class when it comes to vertising and publicity on produc- | 4ays office at which the directories 
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Availability of talent as an argu- 
ment for the east is circumvented 
by the current Hollywood policy of 
traveling legit names; allowing 
them to remain on Broadway dur- 
ing the theatre season and migrate 
to the coast when the stage is gen- 
erally slack. 

Several companies which last 
year gave the east a decided break 
are now completely soured. 

The best break the east can ex- 
pect during °34-35 are shorts and 
an occasion feature. Most signal 
exception is the Paramount-Hecht- 
MacArthur deal, predicated on an 
Erpi obligation, and Spanish origi- 
nals also by Par. 


Trem Carr Quartet 





Indications that Paramount is 
using its players on theatres which 


cannot get together with the sales 
department, has come to light as a 


result of a buying quarrel between 
the company and the Golden State 


songs, dance and weird acrobatics is 
a whole show in himself. 


Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Mayfair Theatre Bldg. 
New York City 





circuit, operating in towns and 


cities in central California, chiefly 
around San Francisco. 


Burnup has put Bing Crosby 


squarely in the middle between the 
disgruntled circuit operators and 
Paramount. 


A short time ago Crosby signed 


letters that were sent into a terri- 
tory serviced by Golden Gate to the 
effect that if the patrons wished to] 
see his new film, ‘We’re Not Dress- 
ing,’ 
joining town at a theatre operated 
by a rival of Golden State. 


they could catch it in an ad- 


In a letter from the circuit to 





U's Stall-Action 
Order to Protect 
Laugh Spill-Over 


Universal City, May 14. 





was in process but has since been 
dropped. 


Acad Continues Tests 
For 100% Silent Camera 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Academy committee of the Re- 
search Council, making experiments 
toward the development of a truly 
silent camera, will tonight (Mon- 
day) test the new Mitchell silent 
camera and the new De Brie, which 
has just arrived here from France. 

Tests will be made on a studio 
production set to determine the 
camera noise level of the new 
cameras in comparison to the pres- 
ently used camera ina blimp. Re- 








from the private lists of the several 
studios. Every name was reviewed 
by the casters. 

First of the lists is out. It con- 
tains names of 1,500 supporting 
players, most often used. A second 
listing of around 4,700 names is to 
be published within the next two 
weeks and this will be followed by 
a third, containing the photographg 
of most of those cataloged. , 

First directory contains 55 differ- 
ent classifications, with names of 
each class occupying at least a 
page. While, heretofore, the groups 
were divided only in around a 
dozen different classifications, the 
new listing breaks up these groups 
into separate units. 

The cataloging is in addition to 
the classification of extras being 
undertaken by the extra committee 
of the code. 








sult of the tests will be made avail- 
able to each studio participating in 
the Research Council program to 


Heeding requests from fans, Carl 


Crosby the crooner was asked for 
Jr. issued a bulletin to 


an explanation, charging him with 
unethical procedure. 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Resumption of production activ- 


Dickie Moore Better 


Laemmle, 





ity by Trem Carr at General Serv- Universal producers and directors to 
ice Studios will have four Mono- Circuit state.. that it operates 60 ‘talli bit i” wihhee be avoid the individual tryouts by the Hollywood, May 14, — 
gram pictures in work within the | theatres and has used every picture |"°° *%# oe a 7 » i different companies. est acme — Parry tt so ot 
next three weeks. Topping the four | ‘ » | pictures ollowing laug nes. mastoid operation ne C 

i" Sane Se Selene Ge “Sees, Lebanon hospital last week is im« 


which, it claims, it was unable to|Laemmle stated in the notice that 
get from Paramount due to a dis- /audiences complained they couldn't 
agreement over play dates and hear the ensuing dialog following 


in importance is ‘Jane Eyre,’ star- 
ring Virginia Bruce, W. Christy Ca- 
banne directing. 


proving satisfactorily but will be in 
the hospital another week. 


Lining Up ’35 ‘Broadcast’ 





‘Shock,’ which Roy J. Pomeroy 
will direct from his own original 
story, stars Ralph Forbes. ‘Happy 
Landings,’ 
top spot, will be megged by R. N. 
Bradbury from Stuart Anthony’s air 
story. ‘King Kelly of the U.S.A..,’ 
with Guy Robertson, Broadway mu- 
sical star, will have Leonard Fields 
directing from George Berthelon’s 
story. 

‘Jane Eyre’ is being adapted by 
Adele Comandini from the Char- 
lotte Bronte classic. ‘Girl of the 
Limberlost,’ Gene Stratton Porter 
novel, is also on the slate for June 
production, W. T. Lackey super- 
vising. 





Powell’s Raise 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Dick Powell and Warners have 
@moothed out their troubles. 
Powell asked Jack Warner re- 
cently for a raise and reported he 
is now getting $1,000 weekly. 


ARLEN’S PERSONAL—MEBBE 
Richard Arlen, who, with his 
family, got back from an Euro- 
pean vacation Thursday (10), may 
play the Paramount, N. Y.,, before 
returning to the Coast. 
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with Ray Walker in the / 





price. 





Saturday (19) for the Coast to take 
possession of her new home in Bev- 
erly Hills. She will remain there 
for the summer. 

Miss Etting will also fulfill her 
contract with Radio for a series of 
six shorts while west. 





RE: BUSBY BERKELEY 
Los Angeles, May 14. 


Trial of the case of Samuel Gold- 
wyn against Warner Brothers to se- 
cure the services of Busby Berkeley, 
dance director, now under long-term 
contract to Warners, for the dance 
sequences in Goldwyn’s new Eddie 
Cantor picture, will be resumed be- 
fore Superior Court Judge Frank M. 
Smith today (Monday). 

Goldwyn case is based on an 
agreement made with Warners early 
in the year whereby he was privi- 
leged to use the director’s service 
for three pics, and the alleged fail- 
ure of WB to release Berkeley after 
written notice had been served by 
Goldwyn. 





MICHALOVE TREKS EAST 
Los Angeles, May 14. 








some laff speech. 


The producer pointed out that 


+ ° stage plays picturized with mem- 
Ruth s House Warming Hbers of their stage casts have this 


Ruth Etting boards a train this ;/ pause, 


because players have de- 
veloped bits of action to tide over 
the laugh moments. 





Charles Mintz Adds Six 


Colortoons for Columbia 
Hollywood, May 14. 


Charles Mintz has added a series 
of six color cartoons to his new 
season’s output through Columbia. 
Announcement was made here fol- 
lowing quick plane trip to New York 
by Jimmy Bronis, assistant to 
Mintz, last week. New program 
will also have 13 Krazy Kats and 
13 Scrappies. 


color cartoons, ‘The Shoemaker and 
the Elves,’ is being readied by Art 
Davis. Sextet will require a year 
for completion. With Mintz follow- 
ing Walt Disney into tints, indica- 
tions are that all the motion picture 
cartoon producers will be using 
color within the next few months. 
Mintz’s attitude is that education 
of the public taste and increased 
demand for animations in color will 
be well worth while from the finan- 
cial standpoint, even if loss should 
be sustained at first. 











Continuity for the first of the, 


Mack Gordon and Harry Revel, 
mount, are east to help cast radio 
and stage talent here for Par’s 
‘1935 Big Broadcast.’ 

Morton Downey has been proposi- 
tioned. Jessica Dragonette and Joe 
Penner are already set. 


FOX BORROWS DUO 
Hollywood, May 14. 

Fox borrows Walter Connolly 
from Columbia for ‘Servant’s En- 
trance,’ Janet Gaynor’s next starrer. 
G. P. Huntley, Jr., goes to Fox on 
loanout from Universal for the same 
picture. 








BENNY RUBIN SAILS 


Benny Rubin sails today (Tues- 
day) for London. 

Rubin has a couple of picture of- 
fers and plans to make his British 
stay indef. 


HUME’S CHORE AT PAR 
Hollywood, May 14. 
Cyril Hume has checked in at the 
Paramount writing department. 
Set to do an original story for Ar- 
thur Hornblow production. 








LEROY’S NEXT? 
Hollywood, May 14. 
Mervyn LeRoy will not direct Ed 














songwriters under contract to Par-: 


COL. PACTS NANCY CARROLL 

Hollywood, May 14. 
Nancy Carroll has been signed t@ 
a three year contract by Columbia, 
Ticket starts June 1, with player 
holding right to work out prioxg 
commitment with Edward Small 
for a featured part in his Reliance 

picture, ‘Transatlantic Showboat,’ 





MISS ELLIS’ PERSONALS | 
Burbank, May 14, 

Patricia Ellis will do a week of 

personals in Detroit opening May, 
25 and another week in Chicago. 

Actress leaves here tomorrow 

(Tuesday) with her mother by auto, 

She returns to Warner studio for 

‘Big-Hearted Herbert’ June 15, 





ALICE FAYE EAST 
Hollywood, May 14, 
Alice Faye leaves for New York 
as soon as she finishes current pice 
ture at Fox, ‘She Learned About 
Sailors.’ 
Joins Rudy Vallee for a few weeks 
when he opens his summer engage- 
ment at the Pavillon Royal, N. Y¥. 


Orry-Kelly East 
Burbank, May 14, 
Orry-Kelly, Warners fashion 
head, leaves for New York next 
week for a month's stay. 
































i : G. Robinson as his first assignment Will ogle new style creations and 
<4 eh “eeensepenpees | |i Dan Michalov- is due back in after return from his honeymoon. | dress ideas. 
Ee ee ane 32 New York tomorrow (Tuesday) after LeRoy is reading scripts for his 
Chatter ee a 69 ‘three days here in connection with HOLM-JARRETT PERSONALS first returner. SAILINGS 
cach a eon) Coast — pace ned Hollywood, May 14. ght — 
ae seWegeanesaes zation plans. Michalove arrived| fjeanor Holm and Arthur Jarrett May 26 (London to New York) 
OXPloitation ceccvcsocceee 23 in town Tuesday night (8) and was have been booked for three weeks CROMWELL MEGS HARDING Sydney Howard, Herbert Marsh, 
Film Reviews..... secvcce 14 under cover until just before his de- | of personals, opening in Chicago at Hollywood, May 14. Herbert Wilcox (Bremen). 
Maccten Fite Mows.isic. 18 parture Friday night. ; the Palere, May 25. They do a John Cromwell draws the direct- May 19 (New York to London) 
a man eee. | se Charles A. Buckley, F-WC v. P.| week at the Fox, Detroit, and addi- | ing assignment on ‘The Fountain’|Genevieve Tobin (Aquatania). 
House Reviews ...:.<cccoc 21 seme aererney, is accompanying = tional time in the Palace and Al- | for Radio. May 19 (New York to Trieste) 
Inside—Legit ccccccsose 61 sae oe expecting to be away | hee, New York. Will star Ann Harding. Jessie Ernst (Saturnia). ; 
Inside—Pictures ...ecooee 61 are Leo Morrison office spotted the May 19 (New York to Los Angeles), 
Inside—Radio ....+ecccee. 40 ee bee Any ga Jarrett, PAUL GREEN BACK AT FOX | Hy Daab (California). 
Inside—Vaude «s.ss0eee. 33 LANNY ROSS TO COAST . ee SEP edi Hollywood, May 14. | 4 ee re relies a Dr 
errand iam gee Lanny Ross leaves N. Y. May 18 Paul Green has rejoined the Fox oo Ne “Slew Work te London) 
ena . oe i. oe for the Coast to start in ‘His Mas- Swanson Folds Tour writing staff. Rowland Stebbins, Charles G. Stews 
0 s gee are Feyees 34 ter’s Voice’ for Par immediately : ; He's adapting ‘Work of Art,’ the art and ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ coms 
2 act taenae, Te cee coe upon arrival there. Chicago, May 14. Sinclair Lewis novel. pany (President Harding) 
News from the Dailies... 68 Will continue his weekly broad- | Gloria Swanson winds up her per- "Ma 118 (New York ; ‘London) 
Nite Clubs. ..++.++++000+.59-60 casts on the Maxwell House ‘Show- | sonal tour at the Chicago this week. FARNUM IN ‘CRISTO’ B es se bi yf “ Le Britain)s 
Obituary ..crccccevcccces 70 boat’ hour Thursday nights from Heads back immediately to the ney ubin (Empress o' rité ms 
t OUttdoors <.ccvccesccoccces 71 California. Coast on a hurry call from Metro. Hollywood, May 14. May 12 (London to New Yor 
; PictureS ....ccccesccesees 2731 William Farnum has been spotted | Binnie Barnes (Aquitania). 
: ERT eccee 38-58 in ‘Count of Monte Cristo,’ Edward May 12 (New York to Genoa), Mr. 
% Radio Reports.......secee. 55 PAR’S DIVING DIVA RAINE AT FOX Small-Reliance production. a Gene ee Le gg Re 
: alking S PTS. wcccccececs 4 piles ne r. and Mrs a é 
: ~ ay rena ve Boston, May 14, Holly wood, May 14. Col Gods Peswndal, Decryt Banvell 
ai rate : Ps alg aa eeeree ea Georgia Co!eman, Olympic champ Norman Reilly Raine has joined Ol. Adds Arthur Hohl and wife, Harry Wardell (Conte ai 
q Vaude iN] “eee 8 ahs $9.6 diver, is signed with Paramount for | the Fox writing staff. sl Hollywood, May 14. Savoia). 
. bh ital 6a mene oa e434 32 a picture. He is writing an original Seal Arthur Hohl has been added to May 12 (New York to Paris) Sergé 
; RE So as 5a bib Gs, 9. 4:4 After that she may sign to give | Poacher’ for production by Robert |the Columbia list of stock players. Koussevitzky, Harold Scarborough, 
| iM Y) | daily exhibitions at Chicago Fair.!T. Kane, He atarte thie woek, n \ bFrances Ingram (Champlain). 











1934 


—== 


UR 
NT 
iS 


iy 14, . 


liminate 
‘ectorieg 
r tips a 
1 Holly. 
€ major 
re com- 
inel di« 
re than 


printed 
at the 
at the 
ectorieg 
ames in 
ecstions 
several 
eviewed 


It con- 
porting 
second 
es is to 
xt two 
wed by 
ographg 


) differ. 
mes of 
least a 
groups 
und a 
ns, the 
groups 


ition to 
; being 
nmittee 


ter | 
y 14. 

went @ 
dars of 
is ime 
ll be in 


ROLL 
y 14. 
xned td 
lumbia, 
playex 
| priog 
Small 
elianee 
boat.’ 
! 

Is | 
y 14, 
reek of 
g May 
AZO. 
norrow 
y auto, 
lio for 
a 


y 14, 

y York 
nt pice 
About 


weeks 
ngage- 
le 


y 14, 
shion 
cc next 


ns and 


York) 
Marsh, 


ondon) 
rieste) 
igeles), 
n) Dr 


yndon) 
Stews 
’ com-< 


ndon), 
‘jtain). 
York) 


ip, Mr. 
| Ben- 
Wallis 
ranuck 
mte di 


Serge 
rough, 








a 





Tuesday, May 15, 1934 


PICTURES 








Hollywood Agent Showdown Due 


NRA or State Control 





As Regards 


Rollywood, May 14. 

Adoption of regulations for coast 
agents, now in process of prepara- 
tion, by the Code Agency Commit- 
tee, is heading the question of agent 
control for a showdown on priority 
between the NR: body and the 
State Labor Commission. 

While the matter of relative au- 
thority is expected to be adjusted 
amicably and with mutual satisfac- 
tion, the bare fact of dual supervi- 
sion, with the probabilities of over- 
jap, will inevitably present chances 
for those jurisdictional wrangles 
which have featured every proced- 
ure of film code compliance boards 
thus far. 

Considerable number of agents 
who are disgruntled with what they 
feel is excessive authority of the 
State Labor Commission under its 
new licensing and contractual rules 
are preparing to nullify, if possible, 
or modify at least, the California 
State power. 

Chief squawk of the motion pic- 
ture player reps against more strin- 
gent State regulations now in ef- 
fect is against the compulsory arbi- 
tration clause which requires all 
controversies between agents and 
artists to be submitted to the com- 
mission prior to any court action. 
This clause, protestants feel, ties 
their hands in prosecuting attach- 


ment actions to recover defaulted 
eemmissions, although this point is 
still admittedly in the debatable 


category, pending some legal prec- 


edent. Beefing agents have tried 
every recourse to get the State to 
modify this requirement, short of 
ectual court tests, but the Labor 
Commission is adamant. 

State holds that without such 


eccmpulsion to bring controversies 
before it as the licensing body its 
policing powers would be nil. Key- 
stone to the whole new regulatory 
structure, the Labor Commissioner 
holds, is the power to revoke li- 
censes for infractions of those equit- 
able relations between agents and 
clients which heretofore resulted in 
court wrangles and were the very 
element which inspired the new 
regulatory setup. 

In an effort to set at rest the con- 
cern many agents have, regarding 
the filing of court attachments 
against artist salaries to enforce 
tardy commissions, Attorney 
Charles F, Lowy of the Labor Com- 
mission has conceded that the Cali- 
fornia law’ gives that provisional 
right, despite the arbitration man- 
date. 

The Civil Code, Lowy points out, 
p.ovides that California courts may 
sta: proceedings, including final ac- 
tion on attachments, presumably, 
when suit is brought which is refer- 
able, under the State Employment 
Agency Act, to arbitration. But 
Lowy doesn’t commit himself as to 
whether such actions can be suc- 
cessfully maintained. 

The Labor Bureau, according to 
Lowy, is» not disposed to regard 
mere disputes between agents and 
artists over commissions as contro- 
versies necessarily coming under the 
arbitration provision. If they are 


clear violations of contract. with- 
out involving viol- ‘ons of law or 
agency regulation, these matters 


would still go to the courts for di- 
rect verdict. 





BARRYMORE’S LONDON PIC. 


John Going Over For Ludovico 
Toeplitz This Summer 








London, May 14. 

John Barrymore is understood to 
have been signatured to make a 
picture here this summer and is due 
over in August. It’s for a new 
company. 

Behind the new firm is Ludovico 
Toeplitz who intends to make two 
pictures a year. Toeplitz was or- 
iginally the money man behind Alex 
Korda but he subsequently with- 
drew from that combination. 





GLADYS GEORGE TO MG 
Gladys George, legit leading wo- 
man, gets her first try in talkers 
shortly with Metro. She goes to 
Hollywood May 21 on a deal set by 
Mike Connolly. 





Signs Wera Engels 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Edward Small has signed Wera 
Engels to a contract, figuring on 
using her in at least two Reliance 
(UA) productions yearly, in addi- 
tion to loaning her to other major 


studios for pictures that will assist 
in building her name value. 

Player was originally brought 
here 18 months ago by Radio Pic- 
tures from Germany on a five-year 
deal, and appeared opposite Richard 
Dix in ‘Great Jasper.’ Miss Engels 
balked at a minor part in ‘Maiden 
Cruise,’ and finally bought off her 
ticket with that company. 


KORDA HOLDS OBERON; 
3 YRS. AT $300 WEEK 


London, May 5. 

Merle Oberon has re-signed with 
Alexander Korda, new contract 
calling for $300 a week for three 
years. Miss Oberon, whose per- 
formance in ‘The Battle’ placed her 
on top among English femme film 
names, following her success in 
‘Henry VIII,’ was under contract to 
Korda with options for renewal. 

Option expired before ‘The Battle’ 
was exhibited, leaving Miss Oberon 
in the market for other offers. Kor- 
da reminded her he had given her 
the first chance, so he got the beat 
on several American film offers. 

Reported she could have received 
five times that amount to go to 
Hollywood. 


Presnell Shifts From 
WB to MG and Scripts 


Burbank, May i4. 

Robert Presnell leaves Warners 
where he has been a supervisor and 
reports to Metro today (Monday) 
to write a treatment on ‘Sascha 
Gerhardt,’ MG’s proposed mechani- 
cal man film. 

Presnall’'s contract, which had 
nearly two years yet to go, has been 
assumed by Metro. 

















Ruggles for ‘Ruggles’ 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Paramount will remake ‘Ruggles 
of Red Gap,’ with Charles Ruggles 
in the featured spot. 
* Harry Leon Wilson’s yarn was 
made silently twice, by Essanay in 
1918 and by Paramount in 1923. 
New version is being written by 
Garnett Weston for production by 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 





Jolson’s ‘Dance’ 


Burbank, May 14. 
Al Jolson’s next musical for War- 
ners will be ‘Go Into Your Dance,’ 
from the book by Bradford Ropes, 
who authored ‘42d Street.’ 
Sam Bischoff supervises and Earl 
3aldwin is writing the adaptation. 





Mary Pickford West 


° Hollywood, May 14. 
Finishing her personal appear- 
ance tour Thursday (17) in Tor- 
onto, Mary Pickford will leave im- 
mediately for Hollywood. 
Neal McKay, her business man- 
ager, returns with her. 





U PACTS BINNIE BARNES 
Hollywood, May 14. 

Binnie Barnes, who Hollywood 
saw in ‘Henry VIII,’ was handed 
a contract by Universal. Her first 
will be a lead in ‘There’s Always 
Tomorrow.’ 

Picture has already started, Ted 
Sloman megging, but company will 
work around Miss Barnes’ scenes 
until her arrival here May 20. She 
sailed from London Saturday (12). 





OSTERMAN—PAR AUTHOR 
Hollywood, May 14. 
Jack Osterman, featured comic in 
‘Shim Sham Revue,’ current at the 
Music Box, has been given a writ- 


ing contract by Paramount. He 
will do additional dialog for the 
new Lee Tracy picture. 














99 4/100% Pure 





Arthur Eddy of Film Daily 
is one playwright who lives up 
to Haysian righteousness. He 
and Bill Orr, censor contact 
man for Metro, collaborated on 
a play. A. H. Woods wanted to 
produce it on condition it was 
spiced up a bit. They refused. 

Although ‘The Dangerous 
Wife’ title is zestful, the dialog, 
Eddy avers, is such that it 
could be transposed completely 
to the screen without a change. 

Eddy, as a trade paper re- 
porter, has for his main beat 
the Hays headquarters. This 
is his,first brain child. 


FILM OFFICES 
ON 5-DAY WK. 


This week every home office in 
New York is on a five-day week. 
All Hays member-companies favor 
weekends off for all, at least during 
the summer. Independent companies 
are expected to fall in line. 

Companies adopting the idea re- 
quire staffs to work an extra half 
hour each day. 


Move is regarded as a gesture to 
the Blue Eagle and William Green’s 
bid for a shorter york week, al- 
though the weekends, so far as fi'm 
companies are concerned, are not 
expected to put any additional peo- 
ple to work. 


HELEN HAYES’ SUMMER 
DUO OF PIX FOR METRO 


Closing in ‘Mary of Scotland’ 
June 2, Helen Hayes sails for the 
Coast via the Canal on June 8 to 
prepare for two pictures she will 
do this summer. Her first will be 
‘Van Essa’ (Walter Wanger) and 
‘What Every Woman Knows’ (Irv- 
ing Thalberg), both at Metro. 

Miss Hayes returns to New York 
in the fall to go on the road with 
‘Scotland.’ 























P. G. Smith Muffed at No 
Salary Rise, Scrams WB 


Burbank, May 14. 

Paul Gerard Smith walked at 
Warners last week when he was re- 
fused a raise in salary. Writer had 
been working on ae short and 
‘Earthworm Tractor for Joe E. 
Brown. 

Ralph Block and Doris Malloy, 
who scripted ‘I'm a Thief’ have also 
left. Block, contract writer, goes 
to Europe on a six weeks’ vaca- 
tion, 


MG ‘BUGLE’ BLOWS AGAIN 


Studio’s Champ On - and - Offer 
On Again for Wallace Beery 











Hollywood, May 14. 


Vicki Baum is at Metro collabing 
with Joel Sayre on ‘Bugle Sounds.’ 
Wallace Beery will have the lead. 

Yarn is Metro’s champ on-and- 
offer of all time, having been started 
when the studio sent a camera 
crew to Tripoli to get war scenes 
between the Spaniards and the Riffs. 
Intended originally as a silent for 
Lon Chaney it has been in the hands 
of at least two score writers at 
different times since then, getting 
intermittent siestas on the shelf, 





Scully Peeks Around 


Hollywood, May 14. 


Frank Scully has been marking 
time and sizing up the studios from 
the outside the past week prior to 
starting work today (Monday) at 
Fox as a writer. 

Scully was honor-guested Friday 
(11) by the Writers’ Club. 





Gloria Stuart Divorce 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Gloria Stuart is seeking a divorce 
from Blair G. Newell from whom 
she has had a trial separation for 
10 months. They met while both 
were students at the University of 
California at Berkeley. 

Charges incompatibility 
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VARIETY 3 


Cantor, Re-elected Prez of Screen 


Guild, Terms Academy a ‘Company 


Union’; Deprecates 





The Titan’s Trek 


In the van of writing deals being 
arranged for him out there by the 
William Morris office, Hy Daab 
leaves for Hollywood May 19. He'll 
take the boat route, scribbling on 
the way out, with Mrs. Daab follow- 
ing later. 

While chiefly an explcitation man, 
particularly as RKO and Radio Pic- 
tures’ publicity and advertising 
head, Daab has been a playwright 
and film scripter as a freelance. 
One of his shows was ‘The Ring- 
side,’ which had a legit run several 
years ago and later was made into 
a talker. 


FARRELL’S BRIT. PIC 
AT $5,000 PER WEEK 


London, May 5. 


Vogue Films, Howard Walsh's 
new company, with $500,000 capital, 
has just signed Charles Farrell for 
a film on the Cinderella order. 
Scenario was written by Miles Mal- 
leson, with Monty Banks producing. 

Jessie Matthews has been loaned 
from Gaumont-British to play op- 
posite Farrell, who is getting $5,000 
per week on five weeks’ guarantee, 
with transportation paid both ways. 

Farrell is due here this week, with 
$10,000 already deposited in a Lon- 
don bank in his name, on account, 
Gregory Ratoff is also in the cast. 

Shooting starts May 15. 


George O’Brien Back 
To Fox for 6 Broncs 


Hollywood, May 14. 

George O’Brien goes back on the 
Fox player roster. Major Jo'n 
Zanft and Sol Lesser have obtairied 
a releasing contract from Fox for 
six westerns starring O’Brien. 

Producers will work at Mack Sen- 
nett studio, rental lot, and six fea- 
tures must be delivered within 18 
months. First story will be Harold 
Bell Wright’s ‘When a Man’s a 
Man,’ providing rights to yarn can 
be cleared. Barry Barringer is 
adapting. 


Chevalier as Marshal 


London, May 5. 
London Films will start produc- 
tion on Maurice Chevalier’s first 
British talker, ‘The Marshal,’ in 
July. 
Chevalier’s role is that of Marshal 

















Ney, an officer in the Napoleonic 
army, and has an historical back- 
ground. 





Lee Tracy’s Vaude Pic 


Hollywood, May 14| 
setting Lee Tracy tenta- 
tively for several pictures ,Para- 
mount finally decided on putting 
the player into ‘52 Weeks for Flieur- 
ette,’ as his first under his new Par 
contract. 

Pi-ture with a vaude background 
will have Helen Mack in the other 
corner. 


After 





TEARLE ALIMONY ARREARS 


San Francisco, May 14. 

Conway Tearle has been cited to 
appear in court here tomorrow 
(Tuesday) to show cause why he 
shouldn't be held in contempt for 
failure to pay alimony to his ex- 
wife, Miss Josephine Park Tearle. 

Latter told the judge that the vet 
picture player owed her estate 
some $3,000 in back alimony. 


FOR JOSEPHINE HUTCHINSON 
Hollywood, May 14. 

First picture for Josephine Hut- 
chinson, Warner’s Eva Le Gallienne 
player, will be ‘Oil for the Lamps of 
China.’ Actress does two during the 
summer, and then returns to Miss 
Le Gallienne’s legit troupe. 

Lafrd Doyle 
ftobert Lord directs. 





is on the script and 





Strike Idea 





Hollywood, May 14. 


‘The Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences is a company 
union which must be destroyed.’ 

This charge was hurled Sunday 
night (13) by Eddie Cantor, presi- 
dent of the Screen Actors’ Guild, at 
the annual Guild meeting and elec- 
tion at the El Capitan. He said, 
‘The Academy’s one purpose is an 
attempt to create an apparent di- 
vision in the ranks of actors to pre- 
vent anything being accomplished 
for actors.’ 

He also attacked the Academy's 
supplemental contract for artists, 
claiming it was granted by an 
Academy committee without being 
submitted to the organization's 
membership for approval. The sup- 
plemental contract, he declared, was 
part of a subterfuge by producers 
to lower artists’ compensation. 

Cantor declared that the Guild 
proposed to proceed in attempts to 
negotiate a fair minimum basic 
agreement for artists with produc- 
ers. He stated that machinery for 
collective bargaining of such an 
agreement is provided for in the 5-5 
committee of the motion picture 
code. If that committee is not put 
in operation shortly, he declared, the 
Guild will ifivoke other collective 
bargaining provisions of code, forc- 
ing such negotiations and looking 
toward a minimum basic contract. 


Discounts Strike Threats 


Cantor discounted any strike 
threats, but said: ‘Only stupidity, 
obstinacy and other unreasonable 
actions by producers against their 


employees could ever create the 
sentiment for a strike.’ 
Cantor’s speech topped the an- 


nouncement of election of officers, 
with he himself re-elected presi- 
dent. Vice-prexies are Robert Mont- 
gomery, Ann Harding and James 
Cagney. Kenneth Thompson re- 
mains as secretary; Lucille Gleason, 
treasurer; Richard Tucker, asstst- 
ant secretary, and Jean Hersholt, 
assistant treasurer. 

Twenty-three members of the 
board of directors elected include 
George Arliss, Mary Astor, Arthur 
Byron, James Cagney, Berton 
Churchill, Dudley Digges, Leon 
Errol, G. Henry Gordon, Jean Her- 
sholt, Miriam Hopkins, Boris Kar- 


loff, Jeanette MacDonald, Noel 
Madison, Ralph «Morgan, Allan 
Mowbray, Edward G. Robinson, 


Ivan Simpson, Spencer Tracy, Rich- 
ard Tucker, Arthur Vintonand War- 
ren William. 

Actors’ Guild membership now 
totals 3,372, with another 3,000 in 
Junior Actors’ Guild. 


PAR’S SPANISH TALKER 
PROD. IN N. Y. STARTS 


Vincente Padula, Spanish actor, 
arrived in New York Friday (11) 
from Madrid, for top male lead op- 
posite Carlos Gardel in the first of 
the Spanish pictures Paramount is 
making in Astoria. 

Also in the cast for the femme 
leads are Mona Maris and Angela 
Campelio. 











JOAN BLONDELL WINS 


Gets Wampus Cup for Going Best 
in Three Years 








Hollywood, May 14. 

Joan Blondell was awarded a 
silver cup by the Wampas for be- 
ing the baby star to have gone fur- 
ther in pictures than any other 
starlet in the last three years. Cup 
was donated by C. W. Nash. 

Miss Blondel! was elected through 
votes cast by members of the p.a. 
organization. Ginger Rogers was 
second on the list and Constance 
Cummings, Gloria Stuart and Mary 
Carlisle tied for third. 


LeMaire Back 


Rufus LeMaire floated into New 
York Friday night (11). He was 
abroad negotiating on behalf of 
George Arliss 

LeMaire will hop from show te 
show while here, figuring to cover 


‘em all before leaving for the Coast 


the end of this week. 
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4 VARIETY 








Industry problems, considered 


‘evils’ by some, which the code fails 
may be handled during 


through the medium of 
the copyright law and the ex- 
hibitor contract. Major companies 
currently are discussing their pow- 
ers in this direction and consider- 
ing the effectiveness of such in 
furnishing a whip against multi- 
features and low admission policies, 
independent of the NRA. 

The code is regarded by some of 
the NRA students as being porous, 
so far as enforcement under certain 
circumstances go, to an amazing 
extent, 

For instance, spokesmen for major 
companies hold, if exhibitors in an 
area all indulge in tactics consider- 
ed unfair competition under the 
code and no complaint is lodged 
with the local &Pievance board, the 
violation can continue unflaggingly. 

Again, it is pointed out, were it 
within the code’s power to call a 
halt to multi-featuring, such order 
from the NRA would have a 
mandatory effect and eliminate all 
such practices without qualification. 
While, if producers can utilize their 
copyright privileges, it may be 
proven possible to Uebignate in new 
rental contracts features which 
must appear singly and others 
which may have twin or triplet 
playing rights. 

Legal minds in major ranks con- 
tend that the copyright law gives 
distributors the right to issue a 
limited license to a certain type of 
theatre licensee, specifying when 
and how long a picture may be 
shown. They see, therefore, no 
reason why the law should not be 
interpreted to place the programing 
and sales dictation to the public 
rights in the hands of the makers, 
as well. 


to solve, 
1934-'35 


Forced To Action 

Why producers have not sought 
refuge in copyright protection be- 
fore is attributed by major spokes- 
men to a general unwillingness to 
act until forced to do so. 

In the meantime, however, matters 
on the surface would show an un- 
evenness and inconsistency in 
action. Taken as a whole, an- 

(Continued on page 10) 





BUYING UP N.E. CLAIMS 


Paramount trustees are _ inter- 
ested in buying up claims against 
Par New England theatres and will 
ask authorization to go ahead and 
dicker on Thursday (17), when a 
special creditors meeting for this and 
other purposes has been scheduled. 
While any direct purchase by the 
Par trustees of claims against 
Olympia Theatres, Inc. and Olym- 
pia Operating Co., main theatre 
subsidiaries in New England, does 
not constitute reorganization, it 
helps to pave the way. 

Supposition is that the Par trus- 
tees may be able to make better 
deals than could be made by the 
receivers of the two Olympia com- 
panies, on which reorganization 
work is well under way. 

Trustees also are looking for ap- 
proval to go ahead on bond reor- 
ganization plans for the Goldstein 
Bros. circuit, a wholly owned sub- 
sidiary of Olympia Theatres, Inc., 
‘but itself mot in bankruptcy. 
Through participation by an old but 
inactive Par subsidiary, Lares The- 
atre Corp., the trustees may pro- 
pose a new bond issue as an ad- 
justment of a mortgage that is in 
default. 

Goldstein circuit includes 11 the- 





atres in Holyoke, Northampton, 
Ware, Westfield, Palmer, Pittsfield. 
Chicopee, Greenfield and Spring- 


field, al in Massachusetts. 
Creditor approval will aso be 
sought to make payments on prop- 


erty of the Seneca Holding Co., 
which takes in the Criterion, Loew’s 
New York and property, mostly 


stores and restaurants, adjoining it 
which was taken over by Par when 
it planned a theatre on the site. 
Proposal is to pay $9,000 for taxes 
on 44th street pieces of property 
and to advance up to $2,400 on a 
haortgage on one parcel, also in 44th 
sireet. 


Spread of Triple-Featuring in L. A. 
And N. Y.C. Forces Major Co.'s to 
Enlist Copyright Law Protection 





‘Murder Vanities’ Makes 
Par’s 4th Into Riv, N. Y. 


The fourth picture to which the 
N. Y. Rivoli is entitled under this 
year’s deal to select four from 
among all Paramount delivers, will 
be ‘Murder at the Vanities,’ to fol- 
low ‘Sorrel and Son’ (UA), next in. 
Par figured the Riv would take 
away Mae West's ‘I’m No Angel’ 
and, it is reported, was planning to 
swing this one onto next season’s 
(1934-'35) lineup to avoid its selec- 
tion. West picture is now scheduled 
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PICTURE 





M.D.’s Request 





Rochester, Minn., May 14. 

Mayo clinic medicos and 
nurses don’t think inside 
hospital stuff makes good 


screen fare and formally pro- 
tested to Publix against ex- 
hibition of ‘Men in White’ 
(M-G). 

As the Mayo clinic is this 
town’s principal industry Pub- 
lix is acceding to the request 
and keeping the film out, 


though that’s no guaranty 
indie exhibs will be as co- 
operative. 











FUTURE COOPER 
STATUS 10 BE 





for June showing at the N. Y. Par. 


FOX MET REORG. 
LOOKS LIKE A 
100%, PAYOFF 


Looks like a.100% payoff for bond- 
holders of the Fox Metr.politan the- 
atres in the reorganization of this 
group, according to advance Wall 
Street accounts. Something like 
$13,000,000 in bonds outstanding on 
the circuit, which comprises around 
100 theatres in Greater New York 
and upstate, as operated by Skouras 
and the Randforce Corp. Fox Film 
definitely will figure in the future 
setup of Fox Met. 

Looks like an exchange of bonds 
will be made through a new com- 
pany on a face-for-face value. This 
reorganization plan is calculated to 
be before the Federal Court in New 
York for its okay within a couple of 
weeks. Under the proposed reor- 
ganization, operation of the circuit, 
now in receivership, will continue 
under the present operators, George 
Skouras and the Randforce Corp. 
Samuel Rinzler and Harry Frisch 
comprise ownership of Randforce 
and their operation embraces the 
Fox Met spots in and around Brook- 
lyn and Long Island. Skouras is 
principally upstate New York and 
certain Jersey spots, besides some 
houses in New York city. Both 
Skouras and Randforce, under the 
new plan, continue to operate their 
respective theatres for 15 years on 
an owner-operator basis. 

Fox Met group is stated to have 
around $1,500,000 in cash through 
operatiors by Randforce and Skou- 
ras. . Randforce group handles 
around 40 of the Fox Met houses. 
Exactly when the foreclosure takes 
place to start the permanent re- 
habilitation of Fox Met is up to the 
courts after the ,roposed reorgani- 
zation plan is okayed. 

Fox Film’s interest will be addi- 
tional to a film franchise interest, 
it is certain. This additional interest 
comes through Fox Theatres, origi- 
na: holding theatre company of the 
Fox setup. 

lore.-osure is a _ technical pro- 
cedure under the receivership lqgws 
whereby the assets of the old com- 
pany are acquired by a new com- 
pany to be formed for the purpose. 











PAR’S SALT YARN 
Hollywood, May 14. 

Paramount has bought ‘Target,’ 
Annapolis Naval Academy yarn by 
Stephen Morehouse Avery. 

Writer previously on the Par sce- 
nario staff will go back to the let 
to handle the _ script. Louis D. 
Lighton will produce it. 





PAR DELAYS 2 
Hollywood, May 14. 

Paramount has called off produc- 
tion on ‘Honor Bright’ until Wednes- 
day (16), being unable to get Shir- 
ley Temple, now working at Fox, 
until then. 

Studio also has another holdup on 
‘She Loves Me Not,’ due to an in- 
jured ankle sustained by Miriam 
Hopkins. Picture was previously 
held up for two weeks when Miss 
Hopkins fell on the set. Player 
went back to work and after two 
days her physician ordered her back 
to bed for at least another week. 








DECIDED 


. Hollywood, May 14. 
Today (Monday) Merian C. 
Cooper will decide his future re- 
lationship with Radio Pictures. Fri- 
day he returned from Honolulu af- 
ter a lengthy stay for his health. 
Saturday he went into a huddle 
with J. R. McDonough and B. B. 
Kahane, at their request, on the 
question of his continuance under 
the contract signed last February, 
a clause in which permitted him a 
certain leeway in which to make 
up his mind just what he wishes 
to do. McDonough now seeks a 
definite yes or no answer. Cooper 
asked for a further delay to study 
the problem, promising to return a 
definite answer. 

Under the contract he has three 
choices: he can either return to full 
charge of production, devote his 
time to a limited number of spe- 
cial productions, or retire from the 
lot. 

Known here that should he elect 
to remain, home office is anxious to 
receive definite assurance that the 
condition of his health will permit 
him to devote more time to his 
production activities. 

Seven Cooper special productions 
were slated to be sold on the 1934- 
35 Radio program. Of these, a trio 
in technicolor for Vanderbilt-Whit- 
ney Pioneer Pictures, also pro- 
duced by Cooper. 

Producer has been wading through 
story material while on vacation and 
sick leave from the studio, Only 
picture definitely set was ‘Last Days 
of Pompeii,’ in technicolor for 
Pioneer. 


CONSOL. CUTS 
COAST STAFF 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Cutting down to skeleton staff in 
both its Hollywood plants, Consoli- 
dated laboratory handed all em- 
ployees not under the NRA drastic 
salary reductions last week. 

Starting May 21 the Seward street 
and Santa Monica boulevard plants 
here will handle only daily prints, 
while all release printing is to be 
done by the eastern lab of Con- 
solidated. Only small staffs will be 
needed to handle this work. 

Since losing Universal’s business, 
Consolidated has only Radio and 
United Artists among the major 
studios. UA is quiet now and Ra- 
dio’s work can’t keep the big plants 
active. ‘Born to Be Bad’ (UA) will 
be the last feature to have release 
printing done’ here. 

Rather than accept the big pay 
slash handed him, Jack Guerin, 
manager of the Santa Monica plant 
and with Con for 12 years, re- 
signed and will affiliate himself 
with International Cinema, Inc., and 
Regan-Day Co., in developing a new 
synchronizing process for use in 
foreign versions. Leon De Beau- 
lieu, in eharge of the mechanical 
department, and Ollie Stark, film 
timer, are others who resigned. 
Stark has gone with Universal. 

Pay cuts were ordered by Her- 
bert J. Yates and the executive 
board in New York. Two plants 
until recently employed 90 people. 

Reports of new labs opening in 
Hollywood are still current. There 
are three groups said to be prepar- 
ing or looking over the local field 
with idea of building processing 
| plants. 
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An Empty Grouch 





A good deal of grousing within the picture business lately agains: the 
film critics of the dailies, in and out ‘of New York, and it ill befits those 
who are registering the complaints. It doesn’t jibe because what the 
squawkers are squawking about is something for which they have only 


themselves to blame. 
= 





The principal holler seems to be against the star rating system. It 
reaches a crescendo every time a film company thinks it has a good film 
which draws anything less than three stars from those reviewers using 
this system. If the particular daily gives the picture two stars and it 
enjoys a fine box office week, the wail of the film frails is doubly loud. 
One company recently drew less. than three stars for a feature which 
enjoyed an excellent Manhattan week and played prolonged runs out- 
side of Gotham. That was three or four months ago and the firm is 
still complaining. 4 





No one built the star rating system into this deemed Frankenstein but 
the picture companies themselves. If not the film publicity department 
then the theatre end, and very often both. Any time a flicker is given 
four, or three and a half stars the publicity lads blast it in the ads and 
make it scream from the marquee. All of which they’re entitled to do, it 
being their business and their judgment. But the point is that if they en- 
dorse the system by capitalizing on the favorable ratings, then they can- 
not justify themselves for squawking when no more than two, or less, 
stars tag their celluloid children. 





Inasmuch as the publicity departments have done so much to make 
the public ‘star’ conscious on film reviews, it ill befits them to cry and 
moan when the critics go into reverse. The situation is similar to the 
cliques which pan the columnists behind their backs but fall all over 
and cater to them when face to face. It’s understandable and easily 
described as ‘very human’, but it leaves a bad taste and the complainers 
in a poor light. It is not restricted to New York. It’s the same on the 
Coast and in between those two points. 





Another current tangent on film criticism is the recent tendency of 
some of the dailies to swing to the theory of giving but straight news 
reports on pictures instead of reviews. This idea is merely to mention 
the cast and give a synopsis of the story. In the throes of their anguish 
some film attaches have endorsed this thought whole-heartedly and hope 
it will become universal. Which is fine for the bad pictures, but what 
about the good ones? The endorsement from the film side is pretty 
short sighted. 

Through its boxscores on the critics, both film and legit, VARiery has 
found over a period of years that under normal conditions reviewers can 
help or hurt but can’t make or break. That is to say, a set of bad re- 
views will not smother a good show or picture and a good press won't 
pulmotor a bad film or play into a hit. Under present conditions, how- 
ever, where it seems the public in most cities waits to hear which is the 
best picture in town and goes to that one as their single splurge of the 
week, it is logical to suppose that a salvo of pannings can come pretty 
close to dealing a death blow to an attraction. Yet, in the case of pic- 
tures, it is an open question that in waiting to hear what’s good, to 
which do they give-the most credence—the published criticism or word- 
of-mouth? 

In any case, the argument is against the plain news report as to its 
value for the theatres. Its single assertive quality is that it spares the 
poor feature a blasting. Should the picture men want that practice put 
into effect because they think the really bad pictures overshadow the 
good ones, then there’s no picture business. It’s not often that a picture 
comes through minus some commendable attribute and it would be bet- 
ter for the theatres to take the gamble on the critics rather than play it 
safe and know they’re going to draw a blank in the press. 











If the film men are of the opinion that in general they're the victims 
of mediocre reviewing that’s something else again, but it still doesn’t 
balance the benefits of the straight news report as against the review. 
Good notices help a picture to get a start. After that it’s up to the pic- 
ture. But if merely the story is printed, how long will the public bother 
to read it? 





The critic is primarily a guide and his ability need be no more than 
a temporary concern of the picture men. The average reader only wants 
to know whether an attraction is worth the admission and the time. So 
if the critic keeps sending his readers to bad pictures and keeps them 
away from good ones, it’s only a question of time, and that short, before 
they quit paying any attention to him. 





There’s a solution which would about cover the whole thing, particu- 
larly the star rating question. Some, probably most of the picture men, 
know it but they can’t resist those four star ratings. And until they, do 
their complaints on the subject neither carry weight nor do they digest 








very well. 
‘ -FOY’S NAZI FILM Par Legal Battery 
Adding Oral Description to ‘Mad/ = Minvac In to Clear 


Dog’ Footage 





Hollywood, May 14. 

‘Mad Dog of Europe’ has been 
forgotten by Al Rosen who has 
turned over 4,500 feet of the film to 
Bryan Foy. 

But Foy plans to add an explana- 
tory voice to the footage and re- 
lease it in the east. 


OPERATIC DIET FOR 
M. H. THIS SUMMER 


Operas which lend themselves to 
contraction will be culled by the 
Radio City Music Hall producers 
and staged in reduced versions 
about once a month this summer. 
House is doing ‘Madame Butterfly’ 
currently. 

Music Hall's interest in operatic 
tabs is predicated in part on what 
opera has done at the Hippodrome 
at pop prices. 


Decks for Reorg 





Stepping out to tackle litigation 
intensively with possibility of clear- 
ing the decks for reorganization at 
an early date, a large battery of 
litigation battlers moved into Para- 
mount yesterday (Monday). They’re 
from the downtown law office of 
Root, Clark, Buckner & Ballantine 
and supplement the large group al- 
ready present. 

Battalion of attorneys who will 
concentrate on litigation is headed 
by S. S. Isseks and among others 
includes C. C. MacLean, Jr., Rupert 
Warren, Joseph Howard and George 
T. Washington. 

In addition to going into trenches 
to fight current claims against Par, 
plus others that will get into the 
courts, the litigation troops have 
many other suits to contend with, 
which are on file, and which may 
drag on for a long time. 

Two such suits the trustees them- 
selves are bringing, one against Par 
directors to recover $12,000,000 on 
stock repurchases, another azainst 








WELSH STARTS ‘DAMES’ 


12 banks to set aside preferences 
Hollywood, May 14. under a_ $13,000,000 film-hocking 
Robert Welsh has assigned A}- | proposition. Additionally, the two 


Sam Zirn actions, one in the Siate 
—_ 


bert E. DeMond to script ‘Dame 
and Dynamite’ for Monogram. Court of Appeals, other in the U. &. 
Yarn, with no cast yet, is an orig- Supreme court, must be contedded 








inal by George Berthelon, ) With. 
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Elaborate Setup to Speed Par's 
Reorg; Vanderlip Comm. Anticipates 
A Substantial Recovery on Claims 





Important banking interests led by 
Kuhn, Loeb are now ready to take 
a firm hand in Paramount on re- 
organization. A reorganization plan 
may take definite shape in about 
four weeks, at which time it is ex- 
pected a pretty clear picture of 
Paramount’s condition, with assets 
and liabilities computed can be ob- 
tained. 

Bondholders’ committee, headed 
by Frank A. Vanderlip, is said to 
be of the opinion that data thus far 
collected warrants the belief that 
the assets and earnings will prob- 
ably be adequate to afford a sub- 
stantial recovery on all provable 
claims. Big question is just how 
many claims will have to be sat- 
isfied and under what terms. 

While Kuhn, Loeb projected itself 
definitely into the Par reorganiza- 
tion during the past week, the firm 
has been determinedly working on 
the Par matter for some time. At 
the Kuhn, Loeb offices it was said 
that Sir William Wiseman has been 
working on preliminaries toward a 
Par reorganization plan ‘night and 
day for months.’ 

Dr. Klein’s Survey 

At the same time it was indi- 
eated that Dr. Julius Klein, former 
assistant secretary of commerce, 
has been working independently 
gathering data in behalf of Kuhn, 
Loeb and bondholders. Dr. Klein is 
one of the members of the Vander- 
lip bondholders’ committee, from 
which Sir William Wiseman has re- 
signed because he thought it would 
be ‘inconsistent for him to be as- 
sociated with a single group cf 
creditors.’ He resigned March 29, 
it is revealed. 

Prior to mailing a printed letter 
to bondholder creditors on the sta- 
tioner, of the Paramount protec- 
tive bondholder committee, confer- 
ences were held between various 
creditor committees and Kuhn, Loeb 
was designated to head reorganiza- 
tion plans. Counsel for the bond- 
holders’ protective group state that 
all creditor committees will col- 
laborate with Kuhn, Loeb, but that 
go far the stockholders’ propective 
committee, headed by Duncan A. 
Holmes, has not come into the pic- 
ture. 

This is the committee with which 
much of the outstanding Par stock 
has been deposited in an effort to 
force recognition on a reorganiza- 


(Continued on page 35) 


KUHN, LOEBS 2 
PAR REORG. 
IDEAS 





Downtown opinion looks for Kuhn, 
Loeb to consider one of two plans 
for reorganization of Paramount. 
One is an exchange of old bonds for 
new, plus certain new preferred and 
common share issues, or a straight 
exchange of bonds and other credi- 
tors’ claims on a stock basis only. 

The last named is similar to that 
under which Fox Film was reorgan- 
ized. The old bonds of Fox were 
given an exchange value for so many 
shares of new Fox Film stock. This 
Way Fox was left without any bond- 
ed indebtedness and it’s no secret 
that a similar plan has been under 
consideration for Par by the Kuhn- 
Loeb committee. 


Fox ‘World’ at $2 


Hollywood, May 14. 








Fox has pulled ‘World Moves On’ 
from the regular program, and is 
planning to roadshow it nationally 
after it opens in New York at $2 


top, twice dailly. : 


» 








vr 


It’s ‘U Presents’ Now 


‘Carl Laemmle presents,” which 
has led off the title sheets of Uni- 
versal releases for many years, will 
henceforth be replaced by ‘Universal 
presents.’ 

Shorts, unit and independent pro- 
ducers of U releases last week were 
notified to make the change. 


AWAIT CATHOLIC 
VERDICT ON 
PICTURES 








Cincinnati, May 14. 
A verdict which will carry with 
it an immediate indictment of 
American filmdom, or a_ treaty 


based on definite assurances from 
the industry, will be reached here 
tomorrow (Tuesday) by the Roman 
Catholic church. Bishops from all 
over the country are in convention 
here on the film issue. 

While Catholic forces sporadically 
are taking individual action in the 
film clean-up movement, plus the 
Knights of Columbus joining hands 
in some instances with various 
parishes, the final word will come 
from here and this meeting. 

Leading up to the conclave, but 
without mentioning it, various 
Catholic publications are describing 
in detail the birth of the Hays moral 
codes. Will Hays, individually, is 
not being attacked in such general 
writings. One of the latest of the 
articles, being broadcast, asking 
‘Why does this system fail?’ con- 
tinues: 

‘We are assured that the failure is 
not due to Mr. Hays or to his as- 
sistants. Neither is. it due to any 
deliberate wish to encourage im- 
morality or to exploit it. What 
happens is that the different com- 
panies help one another's play 
through the censorship by habitually 
permitting a lower standard than 
that to which they have given their 
solemn adherence. It is the opinion 
of those who are well acquainted 
with the situation that the produc- 
ers are quite incapable of under- 
standing why their judgment is 
criticized. Hollywood's moral stand- 
ards are not those of decent society 
and Hollywood does not realize the 
fact. 

‘Hollywood will respond to public 
opinion which is strongly expressed. 
The fact that the industry is com- 
pactly organized makes the task 
easier. To destroy Hollywood would 
be to multiply the number of centers 
of production. To introduce legisla- 
tion against block and blind book- 
ing would give objectors a thou- 
sand heads to cut off instead of one. 
If public opinion has not been com- 
pletely poisoned it can solve the 
difficulty. If, as it supposes. Holly- 
wood has the public with it, the sit- 
uation is much worse than we 
believe.’ 





3altimore, May 14. 
Archbishop Michael Curley, Cath- 
olic prelate over Archdiocese of 
Baltimore (inclusive of Maryland 


and Washington), has fired initial 
blast hereabouts against smut in 
films. In an article in the Catholic 


weekly, Baltimore Review, His Ex- 
cellency asked members of the 
church in his domain to join the 
concerted drive of the National 
Catholic Action Guild to boycott 
flicks presenting ‘obscenities.’ 
The Archbishop hit the 
(Continued on page 71) 
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COMPREHENSIVE 


INDUSTRY ounVEY 


Hays’ Refutations for Fed- 
eral Control of Motion 
Pictures Applies Not Only 
to Patman Bill 





$8,000,000 ADDED COST 





The Hays Office is confident it has 
established a bulwark in Washing- 
ton which should successfully re- 
pulse for all time governmental 


movements, inspired or otherwise, 
to put filmdom under out-and-out 
federal regulation, or national cen- 
sorship. 

‘ While the lengthy memorandum 
which it has just filed is directed 
specifically against the Patman bill, 
the writing is conceded to cover 
every possible phase of attack 
which might be made by future in- 
stigators of picture control in 
Washington. 

The compilation of statistics and 
opinions is undoubtedly the most 
exhaustive formulated since the in- 
ception of the Hays Organization. 
Member-company executive heads 
and the entire Haysian personnel 


(Continued on page 67) 


RKO-WB OUTPUT 
DEAL; FOX PIX 
TO LOEW'S 





RKO and Warner Bros. are car- 
rying on negotiations which, it is 
expected, will put the Warner film 
product into the RKO theatres, and 
away from Loew’s, for the 1934-35 
season. Loew, it is understood, will 
get the Fox output, which RKO 
has had for several years. 

Warner pictures went into the 
Loew houses on a circuit booking 
deal last season for the first time. 
Previously the WB product had 
gone to Paramount- Publix. 

RKO-WB circuit deal, from ac- 
counts, will give the former the 
first run rights wherever Warners 
has no theatre. 
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-CENSOR REASONS 





Darrow's Report Attacking All 


Codes, Incl. Pix, 


Brings Rumbles 


OF 100%, Temporizing of Entire NRA 








R. C. Hall’s Pix Dearth 


Searcity of picture product for 
Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., has 
become acute. 

Up until Monday noon (14) no 
picture was scheduled for _ the 
Thursday opening (17). Late in 
the day ‘Stingaree’ (Radio) was set 
but nothing in sight for the follow- 
ing week. 


LONDON MONEY 
HOT ON U.S. 
PIX STOCKS 


London, May 14. 


There is a sudden spurt in Ameri- 
can industrial investments here, 
with special attention being paid to 
film shares. Biggest spurt has been 
in Fox Films. Feeling here is 
American industries are out of the 
red. 

Balfour, Boardman & Co., which 
has purchased 200,000 of Fox 
shares at $15 from Chase National 
Bank, has a more intimate knowl- 
edge of the Fox company than ap- 
pears on the surface. Balfour and 
Boardman are both directors of 
Gaumont-British, a company closely 
connected with Fox. Their knowl- 
edge of films is also extensive, as a 
company with which both are close- 
ly affiliated — the Anglo-Scottish 
Amalgamated Corp., Ltd., which 
specializes in loaning monies to film 
companies here against negative 
costs. 

Understood shares purchased by 
Balfour, Boardman cost the Chase 
Bank around $18.50, while it is un- 
derstood from inside sources in the 
‘City’ that they have already dis- 
posed of them at $1 profit, thus net- 
ting $200,000 in a quick deal. They 
also hold an option on a further 
200,000 shares, which must be picked 
up by Aug. 14, in lots of 10,000. 
These shares are to cost them $4 
more per share than the previous 
lot. 














Six Weeks of Too Much Crimson for 
N.Y. and B’klyn Pars on Stage Names 





Changes in the Paramount stage 
production department, turning out 
shows for the New York and Brook- 
lyn Pars, is reported on the way 
after six weeks of disturbing gross- 
es with high salaried stage names. 
Order to trim down at the home of- 
fice follows a trail of red left by 
the two theatres. 

Understanding is that 
Morros will drop Clark Robinson, 
brought in about six weeks ago and 


Boris | 


make Danny Dare sole producer. 
Harry Kalchiem will not be dis- 
turbed. 


The recent name bookings have 
not brought such disheartening re- 
sults out of town, but at the N. Y. 
and Brooklyn Pars the slap has 
been consistent and heavy. 

At the Times Square deluxer the 
loss has averaged over $10,000 a 
week for about six weeks. At the 
Brooklyn spot the dip into red has 
not been so consistently deep, but 
it’s been deep enough. 


Roxy and Gang were booked 





originally by Paramount at $10,000, 
of which $5,000 was net for S. L. 
Rothafel alone. Attraction made 
a profit the opening week at the 
Met, Boston, but came into the 
N. Y. Par and that week the net 
loss equalled the gross, about 
$20,000. Rothafel has since taken 
a cut, 

The New York Par also lost 
$15,000 on Gloria Swanson, booked 
in at $7,500, and she then was can- 
celled out of Brooklyn. The Jessel- 
Merman week cost the Broadway 
house around $12,000. 


Last week, with Milton Berle in 
New York and Ethel Merman in 
Brooklyn both spots were too crim- 
son again, 

Brooklyn broke even on Bebe 
Daniels and Ben Lyon, and George 
Raft’s personals were in the black 
for both theatres. 

The Brooklyn Par closes for the | 
summer May 17. 

Advertising budget on the N. Y. 
Par is to be trimmed considerably 
an’ the Paramount magazine, in- 
cluding program, is to be elimi- 
nated. 


Washington, May 14, 

Caught between two fires, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt last week resorted 
to ancient censorship tactics to tone 
down the scathing Clarence Darrow 
report and then changed face after 
Congressional criticism had broken 
loose. 

Although he had 
days ago his intention of making 


the entire report available for pub- 
lication, the President changed his 
mind, giving as excuse the fact that 
the blistering findings are too de- 
tailed and complicated for easy di- 
gestion. Using typical Government 
method, he turned the docment 


announced 10 


over to Attorney General Cum- 
mings, Recovery Administrator 
Johnson, and Trade Commish 


Chairman Ferguson for preparation 
of a digest, study of complaints and 
criticism and statem:nts of reaction 
to Darrow's sharp demands for 
code revision. 

Shrieks of denunciation from Re- 
publican ranks made the Chief 
Executive backtrack and Friday 
(11) announcement was made that 
digest, comments and full text will 
see daylight some time this week, 
President derided ‘fool’ stories about 
why document was hushed but de- 
clined to admit he was changing 
his position in agreeing to reveal 
entire report. 

Document was turned over to Di- 
visional Administrator Sol A. Ros- 


(Continued on page 32) 


RKO RECEIVERS 
NEXT REPORT 
DUE MAY 20 











Next RKO receivers’ report will 
not be filed until around May 20, 
from the present outlook. Matter 
hinges on auditors making their cer- 
tified accounts ready. The next re- 
port will reflect certain adjustments 
in the profit and loss statements of 
RKO and its subsids as has been 
variously announced through RCA 
and RKO. 

Official announcement by RKO 
shows the B. F. Keith Corp. and 
subsids to have experienced a net 
loss of $580,387.32 for the year end- 
ing Dec. 31, 1933. Figure comes 
after a large write-off totaling 
around $2,000,000, from an income 
that reached above $9,000,000 gross. 
In 1932 the same group netted 
$209,782. : 

It is expected that the receivers 
report filed through Irving Trust 
will show certain improvements as 
made but there will be by way of 
the new auditing system which has 
been invoked through RKO. The 
receivers’ report, while being a con- 
solidated account for 1933, .will 
show, according to present indica- 
tions, that in 1934 the pro rata ex- 
pense of the subsids has_ been 
shaved. 

Report will come before J. R. Mc- 
Donough returns from the Coast. 
The RKO exec will be back in New 
York around the first of June, be- 
cause of approaching company sales 
conventions slated for the middle of 
that month in New York. Addition- 
ally his presence is known to be re- 





quired at the same office to clear 

up certain unfinished business in 

connection with KAO theatres. 
Nature of this business has not 


| been made known, but stated to be 


linked with certain prospective 
changes to which the Mike Meehan 
| faction is looking forward. 
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Believe [t or Not, See More 





Theatre Building as 50% of 
Film Spots Deemed Qutmoded 


Practically 50% of the U. S. film 
theatres are emerging from the de- 
pression so hopelessly maimed as to 
be currently headed for the wreckers 
as soon as the industry can obtain 


financing for their replacement. 
Another batch is chalked up as in 
immediate need of remodeling and 
new equipment. Only 3,750 thea- 
tres out of the 15,000 which are ex- 
pected to be in operation by June 
are classified as really fit and able 
to meet public needs anc demands. 

At a minimum, $30,000,000 will 
have to be put into new boxoffices, 
not to mention repair work on 
others, before 1934 is over. It is also 
figured by general theatre men with 
a perspective taking in the entire 
business that this amount will erect 
approximately 300 theatres of the 
neighborhood order. 

Fully 100 of these new theatres 
a: now under construction through- 
out the country and, the chart ap- 
proximates, about 1,000 are in the 
renovations class. At the same time 
surveys are being completed almost 
weekly for furtherance of ‘the in- 
dustry’s box office recovery move- 
ment. 

Banks Still Chilly 





1st Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week May 18 
Paramount—‘Little Miss 


Marker’ (Par). 
Capitol—‘Sadie McKee’ 
(MG). 

Strand—‘He Was Her Man’ 
(WB). (16). 

Rialto—‘The Crime Doctor’ 
(Radio). (2d wk.). 


Roxy—‘Black Cat’ (U). 

Music Hall—‘Stingaree’ 
(Radio) (17). 

Rivoli—‘Murder at the Van- 
ities’ (Par). (19). 

Week May 25 

Paramount —‘Many Happy 

Returns’ (Par). 


Capitol—‘Sadie McKee’ 
(MG). (2d wk). 

Strand—‘U pper World’ 
(WB). (23). 

Rialto — ‘Hollywood Party’ 
(MG). 


Roxy—‘Now I'll Tell’ (Fox). 
Rivoli—‘Murder at the Van- 
ities’ (Par). (2d wk). 
$2 Pictures 
‘House of Rothschild’ (UA), 
Astor (10th week). 











Theatre renovation cannot be 
financed out of the box office, de- 
spite its steady improvement, as 


reported in detail in another story. 
The b.9. rise, however, is making it 
easier for theatre men to get bank 
and mortgage loans. Yet banks are 
still regarded ‘as too chilly in their 
attitude to show business to permit 
more than the above plans, which 
are described as but a compara- 
tively small percentage of the re- 
building which the business will | 
sooner or later have to accomplish. 

The physical status of big first 
runs is now looked upon as virtually 
unchanged by the depression. Most 
of the palaces were. constructed 
within th? last 15’ years and, at the 
most, all that is regarded for some 
of them is a bit of re-decorating. 

The great bulk of theatres in the 
neighborhood category are regarded 
as the most seriously hit. Shifting 
populations during the depression 
have inflated many towns where 
formerly an antiquated makeshift 
theatre sufficed. It is in such towns 
and neighborhoods where . building 
during the new theatre era will be 
most intense. ‘ 

Neighborhood theatres of the 
1931-35 order are being planned, ac- 
cording to the general picture, to 
have architectural appearances and 
conveniences of a miniature Radio 
City Music Hall. Air conditioning, 
soft lighting and comfortable seats 
are to replace the ornate gilt ana 
gingerbread of yesteryear. 

While no large theatres are in- 
cluded in building plans, the bulk 
of smaller house replacements will 
represent an individual average cost 
of $100,000, according to spokesmen. 


MARTY MULLIN LOOKS 
TO BE 6TH PAR ADVISOR | 


Early conference will be held to 
select the sixth and final member of 
the Paramount advisory theatre 
council, purpose of which is to form 
a contact between partners and the 
home office on field operations, 
policy, ete. Selection will be in the 
New England territory and advance 
dope is that sixth member will be 
Martin J. Mullin, in charge of New 
England operations with Sam Pin- 
anski, receiver there. 

During the past week Barney 
Balaban, with Joln as an alternate, 
was chosen for the Chicago terri- 
tory. Previously chosen advisory 
council members among Par part- 
ners were E. V. Richards, Karl 
Hoblitzelle, N. L. Nathanson and 
A. H. Blank, 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Hy Daab. 
Lanny Ross. 
Rube Wolf. 
Fob Collier. 
Rufus LeMaire. 
Gladys George. 











F&M STEPPING 
OUT OF ROXY 
OPERATION 


Fanchon & Marco may withdraw 





‘from the operation of the Roxy the- 


atre, N. Y., by June 15. That's out- 
side of the fact that the house is 
being angled for by other interests. 
Looks to be a matter of policy with 
the likelihood that whether the the- 
atre goes under new financial con- 


‘trol or otherwise, F. & M. figures 


to step out of that picture. 
There has been little progress 
made by the downtown people to- 


spot, with S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) or 
any other group. 

On June 15, Receiver Howard S. 
Cullman makes his report te Fed- 
eral Judge Caffey, together with 
recommendations. If no new finan- 
cial deal is made for the spot within 
the next two weeks, Cullman will 
be asked to continue as: receiver in- 
definitely. Under such conditions 





wards closing any new deal for the | 





| Code Board Secs. 





Following is the finally correct 
list of zone and grievance borrd 
headquarters throughout the U.S. 


}and their secretaries: 


Secretaries for Local Boards 


Albany, Benjamin Strosberg, 75 
State St. 

Atlanta, Love B. Harrell, 1525 
William Oliver Bldg. 

Boston, Olive  Bursiel, Hotel 
Touraine. 


Buffalo, Jane Holloran, 505 Pear! 
Street. 

Charlotte, Mrs. Walter Griffith, 
218% W. 4th St. 

Chicago, Emma Abplanalp, Stand- 
ard Oil Bldg, 910 S. Michigan Ave. 

Cincinnati, Mrs. Alice Juergens, 
Palace Theatre Bldg. 

Cleveland, Mrs. Georgia Moffett 
Hotel Statler. 

Dallas, Don C. Douglas, 203 Melba 
Theatre Bldg. 

Denver, Duke Dunbar, 812 Secur- 
ity Bldg. 

Des Moines, Dallas E. Day, 224 
Iowa Bldg. 

Detroit, E. S. Kinney, 
Palms Bldg. 

Indianapolis, Miriam Yergin, room 
921, Illinois Bldg. 

Kansas City, Grace Cannon, 907 
Davidson Bldg. 

Los Angeles, Minnie A. Kopple 
634 So. Western Ave. 

Memphis, Mrs. Alma Walton, 223 
Sterrick Bldg. 

Milwaukee, Ben Koenig, 212 W 
Wisconsin Ave. ; 

Minneapolis, Mrs. 
515 Pence Bldg. 

New Haven, Mr. Harry Lander, 
First Natl. Bank Bldg, 42 Church St. 

New Orleans, Mona O’Rourke, 
1211 Maison Blanche Bldg. 

New York, Lillian Silver and 
Florence Abramson, 1560 Broadway 

Oklahoma City, Chas. R. Zears, 
623 Security Bldg. 

Omaha, Regina Molseed, 226 Loyal 
Hotel Bldg. 

Philadelphia, Basil Zeigler, room 
840, 12 So. 12th St. ; 

Pittsburgh, Emmaline Fineberg, 
726 Grant Bldg. 

Portland, Ruth Doyle, 403, Pan- 
tages Bldg. 

Salt Lake City, Judge F. C. Loof- 
bourow, Kearns Bldg. 

San Francisco, Rowena Foley, 
Golden Gate Bldg., 25 Taylor St. 

St. Louis, Lila B. Schofield, Am 
bassador Bldg. 

Seattle, Mrs. R. B. Lynch, 2522 
Second Ave. 

Washington, 
ald, Earle Bldg. 


Francis 


Mabel Dietz 


James B. Fitzger- 





the receivership would last for at 
least another six months and maybe 
‘@ year, if necessary. 

Stepping out of the Roxy, F&M 
would thus be left at liberty to 
concentrate its efforts on its own 
owned properties. Inside looks to be 
that F&M in leaving the Roxy will 
walk into some other available 
Broadway houses under its own 
flag. This may be in two or three 
directions, with the RKO Center and 
the Casino, on Seventh avenue, 
mentioned. , 





Skeleton Film Boards to Remain 
In 8 Major Distribution Centers 





Chicago, May 14. 
Despite formation of Code Au- 
thority boards throughout the coun- 
try, it is finally set that the Film 


Boards of Trade will remain in ex- 
istence. Feeling among the dis- 
tributors is that some meetings and 
organization are necessary to in- 
sure sufficient avenues for the ex- 
changing of ideas and the working 
out of problems which do not come 
under the code jurisdiction. 

However, the Film Boards will 
likely remain in skeletonized form 
with the number of boards cut to 
eight, situated in the eight most 
important distribution centers of the 
country. ‘ 

C. C. Pettijohn of the Hays office 
was in town last week and consid- 
ered the Film Board of Trade prob- 
lem from the field. Original inten- 
tion to do away with offices and 
hold meetings in some exchange has 
been abandoned. Instead the Film 
Board will continue with regular 
offices distinctly separated from any 
particular exchange. Also will ap- 
point new secretaries where former 
secs have moved over to the Code 
Authority desk. 





Ruth Etting. 
Mrs. Eddie Cantor. ‘ 


Pettijohn returned to New York 


to settle upon a new budget. scale 
for the eight Film Boards to re- 
main. Average budget in the past 
has been around $350 per month for 
the office and staff. Eight Film 
Boards likely to remain are Chi- 
cago, New York, Boston, Minneapo- 
lis, Dallas, Denver, Los Angeles and 
Pittsburgh. 





Will Hays is slated to preside 
over a major meeting this week at 
which pros and cons of the already 
partially defunct Film Boards of 
Trade will be arzued. From this 
a verdict will be reached which will 
decide whether some six secretaries, 
who were not absorbed by the NRA 
grievance and oning units, will be 
continued on the industry’s private 
payroll. 

There is a strong feeling in vari- 
ous major parts that the film board 
girls should be kept active in the 
business for several reasons. 

The first of these is that no one 
right now can prophecy the life of 
the code or what turn it will take 
during the next six months; that 
the secretaries therefore should be 
regarded as reservists to be ready 
to return to action upon the first 
sign of such a need. 





greatly affects Loew’s Midland and 


General Market Tumble to New . Fa 


Lows Takes Amus. Stocks With It 








> 7 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Saies. High.Low.Last chee 
1,500 Col. Pict... 25% 24% 25%+1 
1,100 Con. Film... 3% 3% 3%— % 
1,200 East. K... 90% 87% 90% +1% 
2,000 Fox A..... 14% 13% 14%+ % 
21,300 Gen. Elec. 1 18% 19% + % 
8,100 Loew’s ... 30% 28% 30% +1 
11,800 Par ctfs... 4% 4 4% — % 
29,200 RCA ..... 7% 6% %—% 
2.700 RKO ..... 2 2% 2% 
7,300 W. B 5% 5% 5%+% 
BONDS 
$6,000 Gen. Thr... 8% 8% 8%+% 
24,00 Loew’s ....100%100 100 — % 
6,000 P-F-L.ctf.s 48 47 47 —1 
15,000 Par-Pub .. 48% 47% 47144 —2% 
20,000. Do ctfs.. 48 47% 47% 
7,000 Par-Bway. 43% 43 438%+% 
85,000 W. B...... 55% 58% 54%— % 
CURB 
100 Trans-L .. 1% 1% 1% 
1,700 Teoh, ..:0% 84% ™ 7m%— % 











CALIF. INDIES 
WOULD BAN 
DUAL PIX 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Concerted drive has been launched 
by independent exhibs here to bring 
about elimination of double feature 
programs starting Aug. 15. Exhibs 
are being circularized with cards 


which they are asked to sign, and 
which call upon distributors to fur- 
nish film only for single biils effect- 
ive on the date specified. 

Hoped-for co-operation on the 
prrt of Fox-West Coast theatres re- 
ceived a jolt a few days ago when 
circuit execs refused to consent to 
joining any .ual ban movement un- 
til assured that the response by 
indies would be 100%. 


CLEARANCE ON K.C. PAR, 
LOEW HOUSES CUT DOWN 


Kansas City, May 14. 
A decision just handed down by 
the local film code Zoning Board 











Paramount’s Newman as to the pro- 
tection they will have against the 
subsequent run houses for pictures. 
Under the decision the clearance for 
Midland is cut from 28 days to 14 
and that of the Newman from 28 


days to seven. The Mainstreet’s 
clearance is left the same as the 
house has been enjoying, 28 days. 

The board’s action was the out- 
come of a protest made by a num- 
ber of the subsequent run man- 
agers a couple of weeks ago. It is 
reported that the protesting man- 
agers do not really care anything 
about the length of clearance but 
are fighting the first run theatres 
on account of the 25c. price now in 
force at both the Midland and New- 
man, 

It is pointed out that the above 
claim is true by the board’s decision 
which did not change the clearance 
time of the Mainstreet, which is still 
charging 40c. for the lower floor 
seats at night, and that the Newman 
was penalized more than the Mid- 
land on account of that house sell- 
ing a double bill for 25c. 

Loew house has filed an appeal 
with the board. 





Portland, Ore., May 14, 

An order to return discharged op- 
erators to their jobs at the wage 
scale provided by the film code has 
been issued in a telegram to the 
management of the Pantages the- 
atre here from Sol Rosenblatt in 
Washington. 

Operators and stage hands, em- 
ployed some weeks ago when the 
theatre was opened, asserted they 
were discharged and others hired at 
a wage scale below the provisions 
in the picture code. They took their 
grievance before the local compli- 
ance board and the regional labor 
board and were upheld, according 
to G. G. Speck, business representa- 


tive of the motion picture opera- 
tors. He declared the theatre re- 
fused to acknowledge the. rulings 
and so the appeal was carried to 








Washington, D. Cc, 


Following display of some stabi}. 
ity, market sold off heavily shortly 
after noon today (Monday) and 
definitely penetrated 90-91 level of 


Dow-Jones industrial averages, 
Short covering near close brought 
some semblance of rally but this 
failed to hold. However, it brought 
many leaders up from new 1934 
low levels recorded today. 


U. S. Steel made new low at 39%, 


where it was off more than two 
points; and othe. leaders slipped 
badly. Allied Chemical was down 
8% points at one time, while 
canning company issues also 
drooped badly, some losing 4 
points. Radio Preferred B sold 


down to 30%, but managed to wind 
up at 32%. Loew’s dipped to 28%, 
where it was off nearly 8 points 
from year’s high. It finished at 
30%. Many other amusement issues 
fell off with remainder of market 
but came back strongly in last half 
hour to cut down iosses and in some 
cases actually show small gains. 

With stock market prices tumbling 
most of the week, amusement group 
joined procession and slipped off 
badly to lowest levels since early 
March. Two big sell-off days, Mon- 
day and Thursday, saw stocks slip- 
ping to new lows for year and defi- 
nitely penetrating 98-100 level for 
Dow-Jones Industrial averages, 
early in week and later on. Indus- 
trial averages closed on Saturday 
near bottom at 92.22, where it was 
off 5.98 points from previous Satur- 
day. In fact, averages reached 91.23 
during day, the low point for whole 
week. 

Amusement group as a whole did 
not do as badly as many other 
groups. This was due in large ex- 
tent to strong action of Radio pfd. 
B, often pointed out here as being 
well held. This preferred issue 
soared to a new high at 35% on 
Friday, when remainder of market 
was acting sour. It closed Friday 
with a net gain of % on heavy vol- 
ume, being among real leaders on 
big board. Radio B finished week at 
33% for net gain of 3% points, and 
was only amu=.2men company 
stock to show a net gain for the 
week. 

The amusement group averages 
slipped off 0.968 from previous Sat- 
urday,, and group as whole dropped 
to 185 level during week. Warner 
Bros. common acted worse than 
other leaders of group, slumping 1% 
points net and closing near bottom 
of 5%. Fox Class A followed gen- 
eral trend of other amusements, 
while Loew’s fared much the same 
as other active higher priced issues 
which recently have be_-n making 


new highs. It never got much above 
last week’s close. At one time it 
sold at 28 (Saturday), and closed 


at 29%, where it was of: 3% points 
net. ’ 

Radio B went contrary to trend 
of others in amusement group, 
though it felt selling wave Monday, 
when it dropped down to 28%. How+ 
ever, vigorous buying of this stock 
for three successive days starting 
Wednesday shot it up nearly a point 
over its previous 1934 high. Action 
of this issue attracted attention 
naturally, since it was bucking cur- 
rent most of time compared with 
remainder of market. 


Summer’s Anticipation 


Most reasonable explanation of 
market’s trend towards new low 
levels for year is that stocks simply 
are reflecting anticipated and 
usually experienced let-up in busie 
ness during summer months. Cere., 
tainly business in next two or three 
months is not expected to give any 
excuse for boosting stock prices, 
and many traders are of opinion 
that price levels of April were not 
a true reflection of their ultimate 
worth. Typical of this attitude is 
way in which steel company issues 
have been knocked down. of 
course, hearings in Congress on 
stock market control bill have not® 
promoted any bullish sentiment, but 

(Continued on page 27) 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Joey Ray. 

Herbert Fields. 
Jean Hersholt. 
Mort Milman. 

Dan Michalove. 
Charles A: Buckley 
Louis Cohen. 
Orry-Kelly. 
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Film Code Machinery Under Way: 
(. A. Urges Speed for All Plaints 








The huge industry machinery, 
within which rests the fate of the 
Eagle in filmdom, has met prelimi- 
nary tests handily. Over the week- 
end the Code Authority had ample 
time to learn that its upholding of 
the Milwaukee grievance board rul- 
ing for an independent against a 
major, in the Saxe vs. Ashley (WB) 
action, is bearing testimony from 
all sides. 

First of all, NRA aides conceded 
Monday (14) the Code Authority is 
now being taken very seriously. 
Even in parts where it was looked 
upon skeptically as a Hays-domi- 
nated body the Milwaukee verdict, 
which took just 15 minutes to reach, 
has automatically put it in a differ- 
ent light. 

Also, the general morale of the 
boards in the field has mounted ac- 
cordingly. Lieutenants of the C.A. 
can no longer regard their work as 
unimportant, something which will 
be slashed and revised. 

Thirdly, an inpouring of checks 
for code dues over the weekend 
speaks for itself as to the changed 
viewpoint of exhibitors throughout 
the country. 

Codists themselves, encouraged by 
the one decision, would now build 
filmdom’s Eagle to the point where 
it would be a model for accuracy 
and speedy justice for all other in- 
dustries. 

Instead of letting cases die, orders 
went out Monday to whisk through 
appeals with all possible rapidity. 
Simultaneously secretaries are being 
enlightened so that boards may 
avoid technical errors which would 
incur tardiness. At Code Authority 
headquarters today (Tuesday) all 
secretaries on the eastern seaboard, 
some 10 of them, are meeting in 
class session for further instruction 
as to proper procedure in the 
handling of involved cases. 

The job of enlightening the indus- 
try as a whole will be necessarily 
slower, and largely through adjust- 
ments of the various problems as 
they come before lower boards and 
the higher body. 

The C.A. is discouraging all repe- 
titious appeals, and headquarters 
expects that before summer is well 
underway many of the cases will 
be disposed of in the lower Eagle 
courts. This was stressed at the 
first session of the C.A. as a tribunal 
last Friday, and also by the fact 
that the next bi. case, involving 
the Skouras-West Coast, is not set 
for hearing in New York until June. 
No appeals of any importance are 
on the C.A.’s trial docket at the 
moment. 

Expressing themselves a satisfied 
that distribution and exhibition can 
now work out their own problems, 
codists, Monday, revealed that the 
method in which Hollywood will 
be handled has been agreed upon, 
and sanctioned by Divisional Ad- 
ministrator Rosenblatt. While de- 
tails will not be publicly disclosed 
until later this week and after 
formal ratification by Washington, 
it is reported officially that men 
like George Creel and others will 
have little or no hand in Coast 
operations and that all will come 
directly under Major J. O. Donovan, 
who in turn will be immediately 
responsible to the main body in 
New York. 





Fred Meyer Improving 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Fred S. -feyer, Milwaukee, secre- 
tary of the MPTOA, who has been 
ill from an operation performed 
during the recent convention, is ex- 

cted to leave the Cedars of Leb- 
anon hospital shortly and return 
home. 


SULLIVAN BOWS OUT 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

J. J. Sullivan has resigned from 
the Los Angeles Film Zoning and 
Clearance Board because the neces- 
sity of making his usual eastern 
film buying treks for Fox-West 
Coast. 

J. Reeves Espy has been appointed 
successor by the Code Authority 
from New York. 








Indie Operators in Pitt. 
Sector Get Upped Wages 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 
Wages of operators in _ indie 
houses throughout Allegheny county 
were raised over week-end by Mor- 


ris Legendre, assistant deputy ad- 
ministrator for the -.Im code. Set- 
ting a minimum of $i an hour, pay 
was boosted from an average of 60c 
to 80c up to the new figure, in some 
cases as high as $1.25 hourly. 

Legendre, sitting as an impartial 
arbitrator, set scales varying with 
the seating capacity, admission 
charge, run of pictures and financial 
condition of neighborhoods in which 
houses are located. Some of the 
operators will now receive $1, some 
$1.06%, others $1.12%, $1.19 and 
$1.25 for 40-hour week. These rates 
were set for theatres with capacities 
of from 500 to 800. 

Larger houses in Pittsburgh were 
not affected by hearings’ since 
they’re already paying union scale, 
which is also code wage. Legendre 
arbitrated 78 complaints in all. 
Charles T. Douds, labor compliance 
officer, and W. J. Bahmer, film field 
adjuster, sat with him at hearings. 
Latter is former dramatic editor of 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 


FWC WANTS 90 
DAY FRISCO 
CLEARANCE 


San Francisco, May 14. 

A gory clearance war between 
chain and indie theatres, with much 
blood likely to be spilled, is in 
prospect for the next month or 


more, as result of the first two 
meetings of the zoning and clear- 
ance board of the Code Authority. 

Since the Blue Eagle first started, 
indie theatre men of these parts 
have been talking about a concerted 
attempt to break down the Frisco 
clearance, which amounts to 56 days 
for first run houses. But Arch M. 
Bowles, northern California district 
chief of Fox-West Coast, beat the 
indies to the punch by filing a com- 
plaint with the board, asking that 
the present 56-day protection on the 
downtown Loew's Warfield be ex- 
tended to 90 days. The Warfield at 
65c for the cream of the pictures, 
is the town’s h?fghest priced house. 

Bowles presented his complaint at 
the first me.ting held last Monday 
(7) and it came up for action the 
following meeting (9). But the 
indies, including Bob McNeill and 
Gene Emmick of Golden State, the 
Nassers, the Levins and the Naifys, 
all represented by Attorney L. S. 
Hamm, presented a petition to post- 
pone hearing the F-WC complaint 
until the indies could not only gath- 
er enough material to combat the 
clearance shaving attempt, but also 
to file cross-complaints in behalf of 
some 48 theatres, and _ directed 
against the Warfield, the RKO 
Golden Gate, and all other down- 
town first run houses and all dis- 
tributors. The board voted to put 
over the hearing for one week and 
it comes up Wednesday (16) when 
the fireworks are expected to pop. 

McNeill, stormy petrel of the in- 
dies, is said to “favor a clearance 
of as low as 14 days, while Hamm 
and others of the more conserva- 
tive wing, it is reported, favor a 
more moderate protection of about 
30 days. A compromise request of 
21 or 25 days may be presented at 
the next meeting when the board 
plunges into the case that will de- 
cide the entire Frisco z. and c. sit- 
uation, and may take a month or 
more before it is ironed out. 
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WOULD UP ADMISH PRICES 





ALL ANAIOUS T0 
TILT B.0. oGALES 


Ratio of Grosses Is Up, but 
Problem Is to Get the 
Admissions Up in Pro- 
portion 





LOWEST SINCE SOUND 





U. S. film grosses for the first 
quarter of '34 are 5% higher than 
for the last quarter of ’'33, which 
was 20% higher than the third 
quarter of this year. Business for 
the summer, b. o. experts figure, 
should be 20% higher than the 
hot period in '33. Yet, major circles 
are not only worried over a restora- 
tion of admissions but are ad- 
mittedly confounded as to what 
medium or influence can be brought 
to bear to convince theatre men 
that ticket costs must be increased 
before real advantages of any up- 
turn can be realized. 

Admission prices throughout the 
country are currently at their low- 
est since the inception of sound. 
Neighborhoods all over the coun- 
try, except in the towns where 
no competition prevails, have 
slipped from 50c perch to an aver- 
age 15-20-25 classification. 

Some keys are not over 25c top 
as for example Kansas City all of 
which is two-bits downtown and 
100% double features besides. 

20% Upping Would Be O. K. 

If theatre prices could be boosted 
20%, less than half of what the de- 
cline represents, the industry would 
be on the road to all-round stabil- 
ity, solons hold. 

In all of the thought given the 
national situation by theatre stu- 
dents no consideration is being 
turned to, or any hope expressed 
for a complete and simultaneous 
elevation in ticket prices. 

Admissions will have to return to 
normalcy  territorially. In other 
words, theatre overseers declare, 
exhibitors in a highly competitive 
area will have to be in accord and 
have some understanding that none 
will undersell the other once a new 
basis for ticket costs is reached. 

Ten cent admissions currently are 
only a drop in the competition 
bucket which is blamed for keep- 
ing prices at an all-time bottom. 
Cut-rate night shows, bargain 
balconies and bargain matinees, not 
forgetting double features, are 
listed as importantly suppressing 
to upping admission scales. 

Little or no relief in all these 
respects can be expected from the 
NRA, theatre strategists declare. 
The Eagle may enable the igdustry 
to make it a bit more difficult for 
cut-throat exhibs to get product, 
but that is about all they say. 


Roxy, Reade, Casino, 
Skourases Involved 
In N. Y. Grievances 


Blood was drawn at the first ses- 
sion of the N. Y. Grievance Board 
when Howard S. Cullman, federal 
receiver of the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 
reputedly wrote Washington that he 
didn’t believe the members were in- 
telligent enough to handle his cases, 
or a letter to that effect. 

Skourases are coming in for a lot 
of NRA activity. In addition to the 
Port Chester case which comes up 
again today (15) after serving as 
the board’s opener and postponer 
last week, the Skourases are in- 
volved in a couple of Long Island 
battles. 

Walter Reade and Cullman are 
scheduled to meet again in today’s 
preliminaries. The Roxy charges 
Reade with giving out passes. 
Cullman vs. the Casino, its across- 
the-street neighbor, is another in- 
cluding the Roxy. Cullman claims 
the Casino violated the advertising 
fair practice understanding by giv- 
ing a recent feature two more news- 
paper stars than it rated. 
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NRA Boycott 


Akron, O.. May 14. 

Local 127 of the Building Service 
Employees International Union is 
picketing Loew’s Akron. Seven 
ushers who were discharged in Jan- 
uary and ordered reinstated by the 
Regional Compliance board have not 
yet been taken back. 

R. C. Rechel, secretary of the 
union, says he has lined up the 
backing of the local Central Trades 
and Labor Council in boycotting the 
theatre, and that he is also writing 
to central labor bodies throughout 
the country asking them to join the 
boycotting of Loew’s theatres. 


FILM OVER-BUY 
AGAIN LAID 
TO FOX-WC 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

After a week’s rest, necessitated 
by reason of absence of complaints 
before it, film grievance board re- 
convenes tomorrow (Tuesday) to 
pass judgment on two cases filed 
during the past seven days. Fox 
West Coast Theatres, for the second 
time in three weeks, is made de- 
fendant in charges of film overbuy, 
new. complaint having been filed by 
Lou Bard, on behalf of the Colorado 
in Pasadena. 

This case, along with a complaint 
of Harry Popkin against three Main 
street grind houses, which he ac- 
cuses of violating the code of fair 
practices by reducing admissions to 
he, will be heard by the board. 

Zoning-clearance board continues 
to.meet two or three times weekly, 
in drafting the groundwork on 
which it will set up zoning and 
clearances for the Southern Cali- 
fornia exchange territory. Indica- 
tions are it will be three weeks be- 
fore the board completes its pre- 
liminary work. 


FRISCO WILL WORK OUT 
ITS OWN ZONING ACHES 


San Francisco, May 14. 

Zoning and clearance board of 
this area’s Code Authority has de- 
cided that it will work out its own 
clearance problems without taking 
a leaf from the book of any other 
American city or town. Board voted 
thus at a meeting last week, when 
the touchy Frisco clearance prob- 
lem came up for the first time and 
developed into a potential fracas 
between chain and indie operators. 

Board of six was split on the 
question of studying other cities’ 
clearance setups, with George Naify, 
indie theatre owner and member of 
the board, offering a motion to that 
effect. He was supported in the 
vote by H. V. Harvey, also an indie 
owner, and Floyd St. John, indie 
exchangeman. Morgan Walsh, act- 
ing chairman and indie theatre 
man; Arch Bowles, F-WC divi- 
sional chief, and Groves C. Parsons, 

















Metro exchange manager, voted 
against the move to get all possible 
info from other cities, claiming 


their problems had nothing to do 
with the Frisco situation because 
of differences in price, population, 
topography and other’ elements. 
W. W. Chapin, magazine publisher 
and impartial member, cast the de- 
ciding vote, downing the motion 








Rush of Code Case Appeals to N.Y. 
Begins as Ist Chi Case Heads East 


Chicago, May 14. 

It already appears that the New 
York appeal board on code ques- 
tions will have to hold its meet- 
ings in Madison Square Garden. 
First case decided by the local 
grievance board is already set for 
an appeal to the higher authority 
in New York, and indications are 
that all other cases will be taken 
to New York by the losing side in 
each case. 

Grievance board's first decision 
was handed down last week in the 
dismissal of a case against Para- 
mount exchange by the Annetta 
theatre. Theatre claimed that the 
local Par exchange had refused to 
send product or okay a contract 
that had previously been okayed 
by the Par home office. Grievance 
board decided for Paramount on the 
stand that the theatre had no such 
contract to show as evidence. 

Next case set also involves the 
Annetta theatre which is complain- 
ing against the Schoenstadt cir- 
cuit on claims of overbuying. This 
case was originally postponed by 
the grievance board when the 
Schoenstadt attorney claimed that 
the board had no authority to de- 
cide in this matter since the case 
involved an action which occurred 
previous to Dec. 7, 1933, the day 
that the motion picture code was 
put into effect. Grievance board 
has consuited with headquarters, 
however, and has decided to go 
ahead with the case. 


SMALL EXHIBS 
PROTEST C.A. 
EXPENSE 


San Francisco, May 14. 

A resolution protesting the high 
cost to small out-of-town theatres 
of the present administration ex- 
pense in connection with the Code 
Authority has been passed by the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Northern California and forwarded 
to N. Y. headquarters. 

According to L. S. Hamm, attor- 
ney for the group, the present allo- 
cation of expenses is grossly unfair 
since some of the small houses out 
in the sticks pay nearly as much as 
the more important city theatres. 

Hamm cited one instance, an 800- 
seat theatre some 300 miles up the 
country, which pays $24 per year 
to support the code boards, as com- 
pared a vastly more important and 
profitable Frisco house which pays 
only $30 per annum. 


STUDIOS AND EXTRAS 
SPLIT VERDICTS 50-50 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Compliance and Grievance Com- 
mittee of the Code Extra Committee 
heard around 25 complaints and 
passed on all but a few at its meet- 
ing Wednesday (9). Studios got 
the nod in approximately half the 
cases, extras getting a decision the 
other half. 

Chief among the type of com- 
plaints were from extras who had 
spoken lines as remarks from a 
crowd in a recent big set, and who 
figured they were entitled to $25 
per day, the minimum for players 
speaking lines. Committee decided 
against them. 

Mabel E. Kinney, chairman of the 
Extra Committeé, is in Sacramento 

















on political business until end of 
this week. 
Mascot’s Original 
‘Skeleton in the Closet,’ unpro- 


duced play by John Stewart Twist 
and William Worthington, has been 
bought by Mascot. 

Will be done on the screen as 
Frightened Night.’ 
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Heat Socks L. A., Buck in Person 
And ‘Cargo’ Sweet 116, State’s 
‘Men White’ Headed for OK $15,500 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Terrific heat dealt a terrible blow 
to the box office, which has had a 
down-beat throb for the past couple | 
of months and had: practically all 
houses set down to a short and un- 
anticipated take for the current 
stanza. Only downtown exceptions 
that had anything near anticipated 
figures are the State with ‘Men in 
White’ knocking off better than 
$2,500 on its opening day, and RKO 
with ‘White Cargo’ and Frank Buck 
on a personal, starting off at $1,800 
clip. In Hollywood, the Pantages 
got a new breath of life with ‘To- 
morrow’s Children,’ the Bryan Foy 
sterilization picture, heavily ex- 
poited. 

Chinese for sixth week of 
‘Rothschild’ skids with the picture 
set to go another three weeks, a 
record run for the house in past 
few years. 

Paramount 
*Thirty-Day 





way off with 
which was 


was 
Princess,’ 


’ 
figured, on account of draw names | Melodrama, 


to click fairly well. 

United Artists, which has been 
dark for a week, reopens Tuesday 
(15) with ‘Murder at the Vanities’ 
for a two-week minimum stay. 


Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.65)—‘The House of Rothschild’ 
(20th Century) and stage show (6th 
week). Heat took wallop at the 
take windows, with windup around 
$12,000 for the stanza. Last week 
was just an even $16,000, due to 
heat sloughing off take at end of 
week. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-35- 
40-55) —‘A Very Honorable Guy’ 
(FN) (24 week). Second stanza is 
tough going for this one, and it will 
not hit over $5,300. Last week, ‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ (WB) was 
weaker at end than figured and 
yrought home an even $9,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘20 Million Sweethearts’ 
(WB) (2d week). Will get about 
$8,000, oke. Last week, this pic 
came through with a nice profit at 
$11,300. 

' Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25)—Guilty’ (Col) and ‘The 
Loud Speaker’ (Mono) split. Trade 
sloughed below bad preceding week 
to $3,000. Last week ‘Love Birds’ 


(U) and ‘The Quitter’ (Chesterfield) | Just mild $12,700. 
Century 


heading acts, nice $14,500. 


had difficult time reaching $3,200. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,270; 25-35- 
4)0)—‘Heat Lightning’ (WB) and 
‘The Crime of Helen Stanley’ (Col) 
split, and vaudeville. With rather 
weak screen fare not so hotsy-totsy 
at $3,900. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-46)— 
“Tomorrow’s Children’ (Bryan Foy). 
It was the exploitation that caused 
a marked jump in trade, trebling 
regular take for opening day for 
house and will come through with 
around $5,000. Last week ‘Black 
Cat’ and ‘Cheaters’ (Liberty). Just 
too bad at $1,600. : 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Thirty-Day Princess’ (Par) 
and stage show. Off to rather poor 


start and looks as though $12,000 
will be the answer. Last week 
‘Double Door’ (Par). Even Ted 


Lewis on return date could not 
help much, as the final retarns of 
$14,600 indicate. 


RKO(2,950; 25-35-40) — ‘Wild 
Cargo’ (Radio). Off to a great 
start and looks as though $11,000 


will be the answer for the first week 
of Frank Buck in person and his 
picture. Last week ‘Where Sinners 
Meet’ (RKO). Didn't have a chance 
to get them in, with receipts just 
hitting $3,400. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55)—‘Men in White’ (MG). Swell 
exploitation campaign did miracles 
for opening, which had over $2,500 
on first day and !tooks headed for 
fine $15,500. Last week, ‘Stand 
Up and Cheer’ (Fox). Toward end 
of eight-day sojourn skidded off a 
lot and tuned off with $11,000. 





GEN. SERVICE SHIFTS 
Hollywood, May 14. 

Three former Harold Lloyd Corp. 
technical men step into depart- 
mental spots at General Service 
Studios in a shift of personnel un- 
der S. E. Howkins, studio manager 
who recently came out from Eastern 
Service Studios. 

William McDonald, former tech- 
nical] director for Lloyd, is construc- 
tion superintendent; Oscar Wright, 
from the Lloyd auditing department, 
becomes studio superintendent, and 
Cecil Bardwell heads the electrical 
dept. 

New men were named before J. 
M. Ridge hopped off for ERPI of- 
fices in New York several days ago. 
Keith Glennon is officiating execu- 
tive in Ridge’s absence for three or 


25-35-40-55-66) — 
Skin’ (Col) and ‘Broadway to Rio’ 
unit on rostrum. Just fair fan fod- 
der both flesh and shadow angles, 
and consequently house stunted to 





GABLE PIC WITH LUPE 
PERSONAL 246, BALTO. 


Baltimore, May 14. 


Plenty prospective patrons pass- 
ing up pix to pursue pastoral pas- 
time, but that’s an anticipated sea- 
sonal occurrence and for exhibs it 
merely betokens approaching sum- 
mer and they’re accepting fact with 
stoic shrugs. 

Delightful mercury level over 
weekend plus swarm of Preakness 
visitors helped houses, since, espe- 
cially, none in loop have turned on 
the coolers. Last three days last 
session biz brodied at every spot 
due to humidity; news spread 
quickly that theatres were hot- 
houses and plenty folk spurned ’em 





and hunted recreash an the hill- 
sides. 


Capital coin copper is ‘Manhattan 
concurrently drafting 


em in droves at 2-a-day, pop- 


priced Valencia and at vaudfilm 
Century. Latter has Lupe Velez 
personaling and a decided boon to 
biz. Customers were standing first 
three nights and Sat. mat. 
ful fact, also, is that pic plucked 
best press notices of any 
town. 


Help- 
flick in 


Stanley is having sprightliest ses- 


sion since ‘Wonder Bar’ with ‘We're 
Not Dressing.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Cenutry (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 


35-40-55-66) — ‘Manhattan Melo- 
drama’ (MG) and Lupe Velez top- 
ping vaude 
dubitably the biggest male b, 0. 
buster, 
day. And the two other names em- 
braced in flick are to be reckoned 
with also. 
fans’ estimation, and her act is emi- 
nently pleasing ’em. Looks to snag 
monumental $24,000, mighty as any 
figure during year. 
‘Viva Villa’ (MG) very good $17,- 
500. 


layout. Gable _ in- 


hereabouts, on market to- 


Lupe means whoopee in 


Last week 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
‘Sisters Under 


Last week ‘20th 
(Col) and Georgie Price 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 25- 


30-35-40-50)—‘Black Cat’ (U). Chill 
conductor ribbed by crix, but Kar- 
loff-Lugosi combo is an inveigling 
invite to group which makes grist 
of grisliness—large enough coterie 


to swell take to jolly $5,000. Last 
week, in six day, ‘Tell the World’ 
(U), oke $3,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-35- 
40-50) —‘Now Ill Tell’ (Fox) opens 
this morning (14). Last week 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) got a 
slashing $5,700 on first seven days, 
then next three experienced slump 
due to impressive new product un- 
veilings at other palaces; was espe- 
cially drained by ‘Not Dressing’ at 
Stanley. However, 10-day total, 
$7,000, highly satisfactory. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-40)— 
‘We’re Not Dressing’ (Par). Crosby 
the customer cinch and house rides 
to nice $13,500. Last week ‘Good 
Dame’ (Par) wasn’t at the b. o. and 
floundered, $8,200. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,000; 35- 
40-55) — ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ 
(MG). Two-a-day, new policy 
grooving splendidly; attracting car- 
loads of class and carriage trade. 
On strength of week-end attend- 
ance and future reservations, hefty 
$4,300 boded. Last week ‘Roths- 
child’ (UA) cached about $4,000, 
over expectations, and fine, 


ARLISS, ‘SWEETHEARTS’ 
BUFF’S SWEETEST B.0. 


Buffalo, May 14, 

Boxoffices showing steady returns 
for current period. ‘Sweethearts’ 
and ‘Rothschild’ look like especially 
strong features, the latter getting 
particularly good opening. 

Last week was see-saw. ‘Melo- 
drama’ at Buffalo showed to fine 
takings, but figures were up and 
down at other houses. 

Estimates For This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (WB) and 
‘Continental Revue’. Both ends of 
this program under the wire equally 
and should top $17,500. Last week 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) and 
‘New Revue’ up from expectations 
with picture running strong and well 
liked, $18,500. 











four weeks. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Rothschild’ (UA). Plenty of ad- 
vance chatter; looks like $10,000 to 
start. Last week ‘Stand Up, Cheer’ 





(Fox), slowed up toward end of 
period; almost $8,000. 

Century (3,400; 25)—Deluge’ 
(Radio) and ‘Believed in You’ (Fox). 
Nice business and holding well; 
headed for about $6,000. Last week 
‘Journal of Crime’ (WB) and ‘You're 


Telling me’ (Par). Dual program 
came in for good returns, over 
$6,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—‘9th 
Guest’ (Col) and ‘Beggars in Er- 


mine’ (Mono). Takings up from last 


week and may go $6,500. Last week 
‘Crosby Case’ (U) and ‘In the 
Money’ (Inv), dropped back and 
barely reached $5,000. 








SADIE’ $12,000 
MAKES CINCY 
HAPPY 


Cincinnati, May 14. 
Combined biz of downtown pic 
palaces for first half indicates cur- 
rent take will register a nice climb 
over last week, when first wave of 
warm weather and two holdover 
first-runs caused b.o. wilting. ‘Sadie 


McKee’ is the receipts’ sweetheart, 
with ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ and ‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ neck-and- 
necking for place money. ‘Sadie’ 
and ‘Sweethearts’ are both likely to 
be held for another week. Miss 
of the present lineup is ‘Witching 
Hour,’ which has the Lyric jittery. 
‘Beyond Bengal,’ indie adventure 
jungle film, is in for second week 
at:the legit Shubert, which reopened 
for it. Harry Schenck personaled 
for first nine days, prior to hopping 
off for N. Y. opening. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 85-44) — 
‘Sadie McKee’ (MG). Joan Craw- 
ford is the leading lure for $12,000, 
very good and lotsa bucks for this 
house. Last week, ‘Rothschild’ 
(UA), extended first showing, $6,000, 
satisfactory, following a wham 
$18,500 in first week at the Albee. 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-44)—‘20th 
Century’ (Col). John Barrymore 
fetching farce fans for $9,000, nice. 
Last week, ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ 
(Fox), $10,500, good. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-44) — 
‘Finishing School’ (Radio). Extra 
ads an aid for a comfy $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG), 
$9,000, fair. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 80-40)— 
‘20. Million Sweethearts’ (WB) 
hotsy totsy $10,000 for nine days. 
Last week, ‘A Modern Hero’ (WB), 
yanked after fifth day because of a 
sad $2,000, smallest biz here in 


years. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 385-44) — 
‘Witching Hour’ (Par). Spooky 
$2,000; theatre’s most dismal take 
for a long spell. Last week, ‘Viva 
Villa’ (MG), transferred first run, 
$5,000, okay, after a romping $10,000 
in first week at the Palace. 
Grand (RKO) (1,025; 25-35)—T’'ll 
Tell the World’ (U) and vaude. 
Tracy pic fans joining ranks for 
$4,000, a winner. Last week, ‘Three 
on a Honeymoon’ (Fox) and vode, 
$3,800. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) — 
‘Whirlpool’ (Col) and ‘Crime of 
Helen Stanley’ (Col), split. Around 
average, $1,600. Last week‘ The 
Lineup’ (Col) and ‘Social Register’ 
(Col), divided, $1,400. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 15-20-25-30) 
—‘Cross Streets’ and vaude, $1,400, 
red. LA&Ast week, ‘Twin Husbands’ 





———— 


Loop Grosses in Pre-Fair Slump; 


‘Manhattan’ Best $34,000, ‘Villa’ 116: 


Palace Slides on School,’ $13,500 





_~ 


‘MM.’ $13,000 ‘CENTURY’ 
$12,000, LEAD NEWARK 


Newark, May 14. 

They’re not saying it out loud, 
but it looks as though the season 
is about over. When the weather 
becomes of paramount importance 
and a great Sunday like this one 
spells comparative ruin, that tells 
the story. Wth three big films on 
tap, none will do what it would 
have in April and results are likely 
to be erratic. 

Heading off should be ‘Manhattan 
Melodrama’ at Loew’s with $13,000 
or so. “Twentieth Century’ at Proc- 
tor’s should cross $12,000, while the 
Branford with ‘20 Million Sweet- 
hearts’, though not so strong on 
opening, is expected to build to over 
$11,000. With the Broad and Em- 


pire closed, competition is cut a 
little, but the Shubert stays open 
with Walter Hampden (legit). 
Despite the week-end heat, gross- 
es last week were uniformly better 
than estimated as they came right 
back with ccoler weather. 
Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)—'’20 
Million Sweethearts’ (WB) with no 
vode, really the most profitable 
show in town if it gets the $11,000 
expected. Last week ‘Glamour’ (U) 
and ‘Modern Hero’ (WB) fair 
enough with $8,000. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—Gambling Lady’ (WB) and 
‘You’re Telling Me’ (Par). This 
house can’t shake off its hoodoo this 
season and will hardly beat $4,000. 
Last week ‘Riptide’ (MG) and 
‘Melody in Spring’ (Par) $3,800. 
Little (Franklin) (299; %85-50)— 
‘Kreutzer Emden’ (Kinematrade) 
and ‘Die Verkaufte Braut’ (Kinema- 
trade). Nothing hoped for here, 
maybe $400. Last week ‘Ja Treu ist 
die Soldatenliebe’ (Kinematrade) 
and ‘Traum von Schoenbrun’ (Gen- 
eral) same figure. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)— 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) and 
vode. . Nice opening despite weath- 
er and should make or better $13,000. 
Last week ‘Looking for Trouble’ 
(UA) and ‘Hollywood Music Box 
Revue’ weak at $10,000. 
Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,248; 15-99)—‘Double Door’ (Par) 
and vode. Too many melos in a 
row. Bad at $8,000. Last week 
‘Witching Hour’ (Par) and ‘Sweet 
and Lowdown’ sad at $7,500. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-40- 
55-60-75-85) — “Twentieth Century’ 
(Col) and yode. Getting a good 
break and should tilt $12,000. Last 
week ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) 
okay at $12,500. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15- 
25-40)—All Men Are Enemies’ 
(Fox) and ‘Crime of Helen Stanley’ 
(Col), with ‘Voice in the Night’ 
(Col) and ‘Twin Husbands’ (Fox) 
split. Nothing here to push over 
$4,000, if it gets there. Last week 
‘No Greater Glory’ (Col) and ‘FFin- 
ishing School’ (Radio) with ‘Back- 
stage Mystery’ (Capitol) and ‘Bot- 








and vaude at 25c-35c scale, $1,500. 


toms Up’ (Fox) okay at $4,000. 





Men Give ‘Viva Villa’ $7,800 





Indianapolis Begins to Taper—‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ Liked, $8,500 





Indianapolis, May 14. 
Business beginning to taper off 
slowly in downtown spots with the 
approach of summer. ‘Viva Villa’ is 
more than holding its own, however, 


at Loew’s Palace with an indicated 
take of $7,800. This is very good 
and would have been even better if 
the women had turned out in any- 
thing like the numbers the men did. 
‘Twenty Million Sweethearts’ is. 
the only other box office bet in town 
this week. It’s showing to returns 
that are okay at the Circle where it 
opened two days early to replace 
‘We're Not Dressing,’ which slipped 
badly in its second week. The nine- 
day run should garner $8,500. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 20- 
25-40)—‘Now Ill Tell’ (Fox). No- 
body much listening at 2,700, 
droopy. Last week, ‘Stand Up and 
Cheer (Fox) was not up to what it 
should have been with $4,000 rung 


up. 
Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—-‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (FN). 





Dick Powell is local fav and ig in 
for nine days to a plenty good gross 
of $8,500. Replaced ‘We’re Not 
Dressing’ (Par), two days early, 
which did only $2,000 in its five-day 
holdover after a strong first week. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 20- 
25-40)—"Trumpet Blows’ (Par), and 
‘As Earth Turns’ (WB) on twin 
bill. Not so hot at $2,800. Rumors 
out that house is to close soon. Last 
week, ‘Massacre’ (FN), and ‘Crime 
Doctor’ (Radio) on dual was brutal 
at $2,200. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 20-25-40)— 
‘Merry Wives of Reno’ (WB), and 
vaude. Off considerably this week. 
Won’t reach more than $5,400, which 
means no gain this week. Last week, 
‘Honorable Guy’ (FN), and ‘Secrets 
of Harem’ unit on stage did well at 
$6,700. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Viva Villa’ (MG). House going 
along swiftly in recent weeks. Beery 
pulling all the males in town to hit 
a figure of $7,800, very good. Last 
week, ‘House of Rothschild’ (20th 





Cent.) did excellent biz to wind up 
with $9,500. 





Chicago, May 14. 

Business is weaker than usual in 
the loop. Chicago public is evidently 
too busy preparing for the Fair rush 
to patronize theatres. 

Loop is readying for the Fair by 
various means. B. & K. is about 
set to open the Garrick as a film 
stand at 40c. Will probably play 
pictures out of the tworrun houses, 
United Artists and McVicker’s, while 
the Roosevelt will continue to use 
hold-overs from the Chicago and 
first-runs too weak for any of the 
ace spots. 

State-Lake has reinstated its for- 
mer price of 35c. top and lowering 
in the admish switches from ‘B’ pice 
tures back to ‘C’s, If the Fair busi- 
ness warrants, however, it may con- 
tinue evening price at 40c. On the 
other hand, the B. & K. group is 
talking of raising the Oriental scale 
of admission to a 60c. top. House 
is in a tough spot on account of 
overhead and has difficulty, too, in 
playing to enough people at 40c. top 
to make any real gross. State-Lake 
is in a position to break at $10,000- 
$11,000, while the Oriental needs 
"eat ae to get over the cost 

ne, 

‘Manhattan Melodrama’ is the big 
rumble in the loop this week and is 
upping the ace Chicago some $10,< 
000 to a nifty figure of $34,000, the 
neatest gross mark the house has 
clipped in some time. Gloria Swan- 
son on the rostrum is helping the 
good work along. House is getting 
an exceptional femme play since it’s 
about the only real spot for matrons 
this week. ‘Viva Villa’ is appar- 
ently strictly a man’s flicker which 
is holding the gross of the Mc< 
Vicker’s down to $11,000 currently. 
‘Rothschild’ will stick three and a 
half weeks at the United Artists, 
making excellent money. ‘Sadie 
McKee’ will replace, while ‘Change 
of Heart’ will follow at McVicker’s. 

Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) 
and Gloria Swanson on stage. Show 
is a winner from the bell. Clark 
Gable is the outstanding male star 
in Chicago at present, due to three 
sock pictures in a row, ‘Dancing 
Lady,’ ‘It Happened One Night’ and 
‘Men in White.’ House is headed 
for $34,000, in the money by a safe 
margin. Not terrific business ac- 
cording to past records, but in these 
times the house is plenty thankful 
It’ll take lots of Fair mobs to bring 
back those 50’s and 60’s to the gross 
figures. Last week was a brutal 
disappointer in ‘Twenty Million 
Sweethearts’ (WB) and Roxy gang 
on the stage at a $25,800 gross. 
McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-85- 
65)—‘Viva Villa’ (MG). Lack of 
romantic angles holding down the 
possible mark here and house will 
have to be satisfied with $11,000, 
just fair. B.&K. has decided to 
hold on to the house for the Fair’s 
duration and has paid off until Nov. 
1. Last week ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ 
(Fox) finished a one-session stand 
to a flabby $9,600. 

Oriental (B.&K.) (3,200; 25-35 
40)—‘Show Off’ (MG) and vaude, 
Duncan Sisters and Will Mahoney 
headlining. Overhead is up some- 
what this week. Maybe $12,000, not 
much better than it has been the 
past few weeks. Last week was 
pitiful with ‘Lazy River’ (MG) at 
$10,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-83)— 
‘Finishing School’ (Radio) and 
‘Sweet and Low’ unit. Picture get- 
ting good notices but show was pre- 
viously here under another title, 
though several new headliners have 
been added. House stays under at 
$13,500. Last week ‘20th Century’ 
(Col) and Winchell at $7,000 
marched along to best gross house 
has seen in some time at $17,200. 

Roosevelt (B.&K.) (1,500; 25-35- 
45)—Ninth Guest’ (Col). Not for 
this house or shopping matrons. 
Hardly better than $5,000 expected. 
Last week ‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MG) 
had a fair stay at $7,100. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—I Believed in You’ (Fox) and 
vaude. House has felt the general 
weakening of the loop situation re- 
cently. Still managing to make 
money, however, on low overhead. 
This week on the right side at $10,- 
000. Last week ‘Countess of Monte 
Cristo’ (U) was a bit disappointing, 
after excellent opening, when the 
gross slipped to $10,200. House is 
going back to Sunday openings and 
a 35c top. 

United Artists (B.&K.-UA) (1,< 
700; 35-45-65)—‘House of Roths- 
child’ (UA) (3rd week). Will stick 
25 days, excellent run for the city at 
this time. In the coin right along, 
taking fine $16,100 for second week 
and sticking above $10,000 for the 
current’ session. ‘Sadie McKee’ 





(MG) will replace on May 19. 
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London Patchy: 


‘Wonderbar’ Strong 


106, ‘Riptide’ Sock 3-Week $90,000, 
Cantor Sweet Za, ‘Bottoms Weak 





London, May 15. 

With daylight saving in progress 
and the approach of real summer 
weather some West-End picture 
theatres are hitting bad patches. It 
takes a real good picture to drag 
them in. 

Most of the houses are squawk- 
ing, but there are a few exceptions. 
Lucky ones provided with good 
product for the end of the year are 
the Leicester Square, (U.A.) Em- 
pire (M-G), and Tivoli, (G-B). 

Approximate Grosses 
On basis of $5 to the pound. 


Capitol—‘Bottoms Up,’ (Fox). In 
for ne week to around $6,000. 
‘Coming Out Party,’ (Fox) replaced 
for a week‘s stanza and ‘Wild Boy,’ 
(G-B) will follow. House is one of 
those needing super picture to at- 
tract customers, 

Carlton—Wonder Bar’ (WB) (4th 
and final week). Will «average 
around $10,000 per week, nice. ‘Scar- 
let Empress’ (Par) scheduled to re- 
place. 

Empire—‘Riptide,’ (M-G) (3d wk.) 
Three weeks’ run is a rarity for this 
biggest seater in the West-End. 
Average gross for three weeks 
around $30,000, very good money. 
*Viva Villa’ now current, and ex- 
pected to stay a fortnight. 

Leicester Square—‘Roman Scan- 
dals’ (U.A.) (4th wk.) Still grab- 
bing big coin. Started at $5,000 
per day, near capacity, but is now 
doing around $3,500 a day, and more 
at week-ends. Scheduled for eight, 
but iikely to stay 10 weeks. ‘It’s A 
Cop’ (B. & D.) follows ‘Scandals’ 
for fortnight, followed by ‘Moulin 
Rouge,’ with ‘Looking For Trouble’ 
replacing. 

Marble Arch—‘Lady of The Boule- 
vards’ (‘Nana’) (U.A.) Just finished 
one week here to $5,500, after play- 
ing the Tivoli for a month at 
$15,000 weekly average. ‘Catherine 
The Great’ (London) returns here 
for another run try, having already 
played here a month following two 


_months’ at the Tivoli. 


New Gallery—‘Man of Aran’ 
(G-B). One of those freak pictures 
which happened to tickle the fancy 
of the press, getting one of the best 
boosts in years. Business is big, 
with first week expected to touch 
around $15,000. Getting big Cath- 
olic trade. Expected to stay four 
weeks, then going to the Marble 
Arch for a second West-End pre- 
release. 

Plaza—‘Son of Kong’ (Radio) and 
"You're Telling Me’ (Par.). One 
week to around $14,000, not war- 
ranting a holdover. House is hav- 
ing trouble getting enough of its 
own (Par) product, with Radio get- 
ting a break. ‘Man of Two Worlds,’ 
(Radio) now current, and expected 
to stay two weeks on account of 
popularity of Francis Lederer here. 

Regal—‘Return of Bulldog Drum- 
mond’ (B.LP.). Stayed one week 
with management claiming $15,000 
take. Reason for not holding over 
is commitment to Warner’s to re- 
lease ‘Fashions of 1934’. “Drum- 
mond, transfers to the Rialto. 

Rialto — ‘On Secret Service’ 
(B.1.P.). Here for one week after 
a fortnight at the Regal, and 
grossed $3,500, which is fair for this 
small house. Theatre, under B.I.P. 
banner, is being used for second run 
B.L.P. product. ‘Return of Bulldog 
Drummond’ ‘now in, and likely to 
stay a fortnight. 

Tivoli—It Happened One Night’ 
(Col.) Doing splendidly, with open- 
ing week's grosses expected to 
touch $20,000. Picture in for one 
month less one day, and being re- 
placed by ‘House of Rothschild,’ ex- 
pected to stick eight weeks, or 
longer. ‘Rothschild’ will be fol- 
lowed by ‘Evergreen’ (G-B), which 
is considered good for a month, and 
then ‘Jew Suss’ (G-B), of which at 
least an eight weeks’ run is ex- 
pected. 

Curzon—‘Morgenrot’ (Ufa). Do- 
ing around $4,000 a week, which is 
unprofitable. This is the newest 
West-End luxury theatre, seating 
around 500, showing foreign lan- 
guage pictures, and having plenty 
of headache getting product. Pic- 
ture more or less given the go-by 
because of German origin. Linger- 
ing for lack of a replacer. ‘Sonnen- 
strahl,’ Viennese musical, was orig- 
inaly scheduled to follow, but turned 
down as not good enough. 





‘RED CAT’ NEXT 20TH 
Hollywood, May 14. 
20th Century is adapting ‘The 
Red Cat’ for films and picture will 
start in fall shortly after the play 
opens. A. H, Woods is producing 
the play in conjunction with 20th. 
Bess Meredyth is writing the film 
script. 








ae 


Tacoma Grosses 


Tacoma, May 14. 

Duals and reduced prices still the 
rule here, with boxoffice holding 
okay considering it’s only 15 cents 
until 6 p. m. at the ace first runs 
downtown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 15- 

25)—‘Fashions of 1934’ (FN) and 


‘Death Takes a Holiday’ (Par) put 
on same program for big dual. Will 
obtain around $3,000, a disappoint- 
ment. Last week ‘Bolero’ (Par) 
and ‘This Man Is Mine’ (Radio) 
dual got $3,400, nice. 

Roxy (d-vH) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘George White Scandals’ (Fox) and 
‘Once to Every Woman’ (Col) seems 
headed for $3,300, good. Last week 
‘Tarzan and Mate’ (MGM) and 
P‘oor Rich’ (U) dual, got plenty of 
people and $3,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) and 
‘His Double Life’ (Par) dual, first 
four days; ‘Cradle Song’ (Par) and 
‘Sing and Like It’ (Radio) three 
days, for $1,600. Last week ‘For- 
gotten Men’ (Jewel) and ‘Search for 
Beauty’ (Par) dual, split with ‘Good 
Dame’ (Par) and ‘Crime Doctor’ 
(Radio) dual, fair, $1,700. 


$20,000 TO “VILLA’ 
TOPS ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, May 14. 

It’s pretty much the same story 
this week as for the past several— 
where the programs are attractive, 
biz is good; where they are not, 
it isn’t. 

Even with one house less—the 
St. Louis, Fanchon and Marco 
operated, has gone dark again— 
there seems to be too many, and s0 
some of them, perforce, continue 
to take it on the chin. 

Lead once more is being taken by 
Loew’s State, where Pancho Villa 
is holding forth. Profit there will 
be plenty this week but failure of 
women fans to derive any great 
amount of enjoyment from film may 
prevent a, second week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Catherine the Great’ (UA) 
and ‘House of Mystery’ (Mono- 
gram). Around $12,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Glamour’ (U), about same 
figure. 

Fox (F & M) (5,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Where Sinners Meet’ (Radio) and 
‘No.; Tl Tell’ (Fox). Poor at 
$10,000. Last week ‘Stand Up and 
Cheer’ (Fox) and ‘Murder in Trin- 
idad’ (Fox), grabbed $12,000. 

State (Loews) (3,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Viva Villa!’ (MG). Big $20,000. 
Last week ‘Rothschild’ (UA) in sec- 
ond week obtained sporty $14,000. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-40) 
—Uncertain Lady’ (U) and ‘Man- 
hattan Love Song’ (Radio). Poor 
$6,000. Last week ‘T’ll Tell the 
World’ (U) and ‘Witching Hour’ 
(Par), also around $6,000. 

Shubert (Warners) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Registered Nurse’ (WB) and 
‘Harold Teen’ (WB). Nice $11,000. 
Last week ‘Twenty Million Sweet- 
h_arts, (WB), but $9,000 in hold- 
over session. 


Par B’klyn Swan Song 
256; ‘20 Century’ OK 15G 


Brooklyn, May 14. 

This is the last week for the 
Paramount and it'll be the best here 
in a long time, maybe $25,000. Paris 
offering for its swan song, ‘We're 
Not Dressing’ (Par) and stage show 
featuring Milton Berle and Isa 
Kremer. 

Fox is now on a week to week 
basis. House has ‘Whirlpool’ and 
Madge Bellamy on stage. 

The disappearance of the Para- 
mount won't help the other down- 
town deluxers, judging by sudden 
influx of competition from the 
Academy of Music with flickers and 
the old Werba’s Brooklyn offering 
‘Hitler’s Reign of Terror.’ 

Coney Island had a couple of hun- 
dred thousand people on the board- 
walk Sunday. They spent little, but 
saw plenty. Steeplechase is ready- 
ing ‘The Flying Turns,’ two bits 
ride, and on Surf avenue there is 
also something new called ‘The 
Rocket Ship,’ educational illusion 

















show, with cyclorama of ihe World's 
Fair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Par) (4,000; 25-35- 
50-65)—"We're Not Dressing’ (Par) 
and stage show, featuring Milton 
Berle and Isa Kremer. Lively 
enough bill and $25,000 chance great. 
Last week, ‘Double Door’ (Par) 
$8,600, brutal. 

Fox (Conco) (4,000; 25-35-50) — 
‘Whirlpool’ (Col) and stage show, 
with Madge Bellamy heading bill. 
Nothing to rave about, but oke, 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Three on a 
Honeymoon’ (Fox) did $10,500. 

Albee (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘20th Century’ (Col) and vaude. Pic 
got good notices; mebbe $15,000, 
which is satisfactory. Last week, 


‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Radio), 
$17,000, oke. 
Loew’s Metropolitan (Loew) 


(3,000; 25-35-50) — ‘Laughing Boy’ 
(MG) and vaude, featuring N.T.G. 
Paradise revue, with Ted Claire. 


Unexciting week at $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ 
(MG), $18,000, oke. 


Strand (WB) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (FN) (2nd 
week). All right $7,000. Last week, 
$8,000, 


SADIE’ OKE 216 
FRISCO STRONG 


San Francisco, May 14. 
Continuing its parade of gross 
smashers the Warfield this week is 
again at the top of the town with 
Joan Crawford in ‘Sadie McKee,’ 


while the rest of Frisco is doing a 
bit better than on last few weeks. 
Better crop of shows around the 
burg is drawing. 

Orpheum has a chance to get over 
the hump with the combination of 
Frankenstein and Dracula in ‘Black 
Cat,’ a cinch to draw horror fans. 
Ted Lewis’ return week is another 
cinch for more dollars after the 
good week on his previous engage- 
ment, 

Warners has heavily exploited ‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ at United Art- 
ists, instead of the usual Fox-West 
Coast house. Pic was previewed 
for all radio people in town, WB 
had that special neon radio car in 
town and an all-round smash bang 
campaign counted upon to draw 
‘em in, 

Paramount’s ‘Trumpet Blows’ and 
‘Now I'll Tell,’ the Rothstein pic, is 
at a mild pace and the take will be 
unde: expectations. 

John Barrymore doesn’t appeal 
much to the Golden Gate customers 
but ‘20th Century’ is doing okay at 
that house which, after another 
week, goes doubles with stage 
shows at 40c. 

Fourth week of ‘Rothschild’ still 
okay at the Geary, while Fox is 
dualing ‘I Hate Women’ and ‘Monte 
Carlo Nights’ along with stage show. 
‘Viva Villa,’ after smashing some 
of the Warfield’s best records, is 
across the street at the St. Francis 
and holding up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-35—I Hate 
Women’ and ‘Monte Carlo Nights,’ 
split, with vaude and free parking. 
Buck Jones and 560-piece Ranger 
band in person Sat. and Sun. oke 
for the kids and helping to $8,200. 
Last week saw $7,500 on ‘Quitter’ 








(Ches) and ‘Cheater’ (Lib), spiit, 
with vaude. 
Geary (Lurie) (1,800; 50-75-$1- 


$1.65) — ‘Rothschild’ (UA) (4th 
week). Arliss still a draw and 
$5,000 is good enough after $6,500 
on week previous. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 25-35- 
40) —‘20th Century’ (Col) with stage 
show. Barrymore not much draw 
here but pic well liked and quite 
good at $12,000. Last week, ‘I'll 
Tell the World’ (U) with Lee Tracy, 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 25-35-55) 
—Black Cat’ (U) and stage show, 
with Ted Lewis returning after a 
good week last month. Lugosi and 
Karloff in the pic, plus Lewis, are a 
trio of good draws, and big $15,000 
likely. Kate Smith was surprisingly 
weak last week, getting poor $10,000, 
although she built as the week went 


one ‘Half a Sinner’ (U) was the 
pic. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,400; 25-35- 
40) — ‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par) and 


‘Now I'll Tell’ (Fox), split. Spotty 
$11,000, Raft proving a light draw. 
‘Such Women’ (Fox) and ‘Smarty’ 
(WB), split, drew about $12,000 last 
week. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Viva Villa’ (MG). Extended 
from a smash week at the Warfield 
and holding its own at $8,500. Joe 
E. Brown a definite brody last week 
in ‘Very Honorable Guy’ (WB), split 
with ‘Witching Hour’ (Fox), getting 
but $4,500. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-35-40)— 
20 Million Sweethearts’ (WRB). 
Heavily exploited, and Powell, 
Ginger Rogers and Ted FioRito’'s 
band are local draws. Getting 
$10,000. ‘Sorrel and Son’ (UA) very 
poor last week at $4,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,700; 35-45-65) 
—Sadie McKee’ (MG) with stage 
show. Crawford a sock, and $21,000 
is big money. Last week, ‘Viva 
Villa’ set the top for this year with 





slightly more than $27,000. 





Bway Houses Sim. 


but ‘Glamour, 


Roxy, and ‘Crime Doctor, Rialto, 


Standout at $20,000 





N. 0. IN GOOD SHAPE 


$10,000 for ‘Sweethearts’ and ‘Man- 
hattan’ $12,000 


New Orleans, May 14. 

One of those jimdandy weeks, 
with most of the houses getting ful- 
some share, Leading the parade is 
‘Manhattan Melodrama.’ Since ‘Men 
in White’ was around it looks as if 
Gable has not missed a dame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,568; 40) — ‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ (WB). Coming in for 
general acclaim, with $10.000 evi- 








dent. Last week, ‘Stand Up and 
Cheer’ (Fox) not so cheerful at 
$8,000. 


Loew’s State (3,218; 40)—‘Man- 
hattan Melodrama’ (MG). Gable, 
Powell and Loy _ surefire, with 
mighty fine $12,000. Last week, 


‘Viva Villa’ (MG) ditto. 

Orpheum (2,400; 35)—‘20th Cen- 
tury’ (Col). Local display of the 
Barrymore histrionism is getting 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Upper World’ 
(WB), same. 

Tudor (700; 30)—You’re Telling 
Me’ (Par). Opened kinda slow and 
it looks only $1,800. Last week, 
‘Son of Kong’ (Radio), grabbed 
$2,500. [ 

St. Charles (2,200; 25)—‘Glamour’ 
(U). More Ferberish than feverish 
o the fans and $2,200 is apparent. 

st week, ‘Son You Gave Me’ 
(Indie) bettered $2,000. 


DUST STORMS 
K0’D MANY B.0.S 


Another form of bad_ theatre 
weather in the nature of a dust 
storm that was blown more than 
1,500 miles across the country from 
the Montana region came along last 
week to wreak unestimated but 
serious damage to box offices. Dust 
hurricane cut a wide swath across, 
the middle west, extending as far 
south as Tennessee and over New 
Jersey and lower New York state. 
Its northern boundary cut into Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin and Michigan. 

The dust cloud was so heavy in 
some portions that theatres, along 
with other’ businesses, suffered 
heavil,, including such large keys 
as Minneapolis, Omaha, Chicago, 
Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Cleveland, 
Kansas City and Cincinnati. In 
some spots the sky was so overcast 
with dust particles during the day 
that it was almost as dark as night, 
blinding pedestrians and motorists. 
In the country conditions were even 
worse and most people remained at 
home until the phenomenon had 
passed. 

Midwest and northwest has been 
suffering from lack of rainfall and 
sweltering heat with crops in seri- 
ous trouble. Theatre men do not 
like this since in agricultural 
regions business depends important- 
ly on the farmer. 


Gable Means More to 
‘Men in White’ in B’ham 
Than Pulitzer Prize 


Birmingham, May 14. 
Gable as the lead in ‘Men in 
White’ an asset, but the Pulitzer 
prize won't mean so much here. 
Guy Lombardo and his band will 
be here Saturday night (19) for a 
concert at. the Temple, now dark, 
and a dance at the Auditorium. 
With the top $1.65 this event is go- 
ing to hurt grosses at the picture 
houses this week. 
Estimates for This Week. 














Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
40)—‘Men in White’ (MG). Around 
$7,300, a very good prospect. Last 


week ‘Scandals’ (Fox) $6,200. 
Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 30)—‘Cat and 


Fiddle’ (MG). Another musical and 
they seem to be washed up, $2,700. 
Last week ‘Wild Cargo’ (Radio) 

3,000. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Twentieth Century’ (Col), A pretty 
go0cd week $3,200. Last week ‘No 
Greater Glory’ (Col), $3,400. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25) —‘Show | 
Off?’ (MG) Light at $900. Last' 


week ‘Hold That Girl’ (Fox) $1,199. 


and $14,000 


Weather is better for theatrego- 
ing than a week ago, when a pre- 
mature hot week-end came along 
but the majority of the Broadway 
film box offices are in the doldrums 
suffering from weakness of attrac- 
tions. These include a few hold- 
overs that don't seem to have the 
required strength. 

Music Hall was worrying a little 
after Thursday and Friday, on it~ 
experiment with grand opera, th: 
tabloidized ‘Madama Butterfly 
plus the Gaynor-Farrell picture 
‘Change of Heart,’ but a pickup 
makes $70,000 possible currently 
Outside of the Hall, the little Rialto 
is doing the best with ‘Crime Doc- 
tor. This house expects an easy 
$14,000 and will hold over. ‘Holly- 
wood Party,’ another that Metro 
isn’t saving for the Capitol, has 
been booked by the Rialto to follow 
Old Roxy appears next best with 
‘Glamour,’ which may touch $20,000 

Paramount improves considerabl, 
over last week's brutal $14,200, just 
$200 over the low of a couple of 
years ago. But at a looked for $25.,- 
000 this week on ‘Thirty-Day Prin- 
cess,’ and Phil Harris orchestra on 
stage, house is not too happy. Capi- 
tol’s holdover of ‘Manhattan Melo- 
drama’ looks like $30,000, fair. Third 
week of ‘20 Million Sweethearts’ at 
Strand will be only around $12,000. 
while the same week for ‘We're Not 
Dressing,’ Rivoli, isn’t expected to 
beat $11,000. 

“He Was Her Man’ marches into 
the Strand tomorrow night 
(Wednesday), while ‘Murder at the 
Vanities’ opens at the Rivoli Sat- 
urday morning (19). 

After going nowhere under its 
combination picture and vaude 
policy, Casino yesterday (Mon.) 
went dual and is dropping vaude, 
this Friday (18). 

Run of ‘Rothschild’ will continue 
indefinitely, although the busines- 
has started to drop a little. 

Estimates For This Wee 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2)— 
‘Rothschild’ (UA) (9th week). 
Dropping off a little but at $17,500 
last week still okay. First five days 
of this week (ninth) $14,700. 

Capitol (5,400; 385-75-85-$1.10)- 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) (2nd 
week) and stage show. After a fine 
first week of $50,600 looks like 
around $30,000, fair. 

Casino (2,100; 25-35-55)—‘In Love 
With Life’ (Inv) and vaude. Com- 
bination policy, with features from 
sluff market on first run, not tak- 
ing and house went to duals yes- 
terday (14). Drops vaude Friday 
(18). This week under $5,000, bad. 
Last week, a little better, $7,000, on 
‘Whirlpool’ (Col). 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘Cheat - 
ers’ (Hollywood). Came in Thurs- 
day (10) after only three days on 
a holdover week of ‘Hitler’ at badly 
disappointing draft of under $1,500. 
Present incumbent may create a 
new low, $2,500. 

Palace (1,700; 35-50-66-75)—‘20th 
Century’ (Col) and vaude. Probably; 
under $11,000, weak. Last week 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) hurdled 
$12,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75-99)— 
‘30-Day Princess’ (Par) and stage 
show. Indicated $25,000 much bet- 
ter than the slough $14,200 previous 
week on ‘Double Door’ (Par). But 
still light. 

Radio City Music Hall (6,945; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Change of Heari 
(Fox) and ‘Madame Butterfly,’ op- 
eratic tab, on stage. May see $70,- 
000; if so, okay. Last week ‘20th 
Century’ (Col) $75,000, nice with 
tough weather break. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-75-85)—‘Crime 
Doctor’ (Radio). Will holdover on 
strength of suggested $14,000. Las: 
week ‘Success at Any Price’ (Radio) 
failed to get anywhere, $7,700. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85)—‘We're 
Not Dressing’ (Par) (3rd week) 
Slipped a little last week to $19,406 
and this week (third) probably no 
more than $11,000. ‘Murder at Vani- 
ties’ (Par) comes in Saturda) 
morning (19). This is the last oi 
the four pictures house can pich 
from Par program this year. 

RKO Center (3,525; 25-40) — 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox), four 
days, and ‘Wharf Angel’ (Par), 
three days. No life over here, prob- 
ably not more than $6,000. Lasi 
week ‘This Man Is Mine’ (Radio) and 
‘Trumpet Biews’ (Par), also $6,000 


Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55-65) - 
‘Glamour’ (U) and stage show 
Straining to hit $20,000, compare: 
well with what other pictures ars 
doing his week. Last week ‘Ni 
Greater Glory’ (Col) $.8,500. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75-85)—‘2¢ 
Million Sweethearts’ (WB) (3re 
week). Will wind up third week to 


(Wednesday) at around 
Second week $17 - 
(WB) as 


morrow 
$12,000, all right. 
100. ‘He Was Her Man’ 





successor. 

State (2,300; 35-55-75)—Tarzan 
(MG) and vaude. House may hit 
moderate $17,000 currently. Last 


week ‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) around 
$15,090. 
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Weather Helps ‘Century’ to Swell $16,000— 
‘Manhattan’ Sock $18,000 


Boston, May 14. 

West and East may never meet, 
but prairie terrain has sent over its 
dust clouds, and this taste of their 
own drought curse comes like a 
blessing in disguise to local show 
biz. For the dust-fogs put an imme- 
diate chill in the atmosphere, and 
biz perked up amazingly for the new 
week-end. Its back had broken five 
days before, lamentably’ giving 
grosses tailspin sizes. Now every- 
body’s cheerio again. 

Only house to carry on big all 
week was Loew’s State, where ‘Viva 
Villa!’ vastly topped expectations 
and gave house a total second only 
to ‘Riptide’s’ initial week. All other 
spots suffered until the weather 
chilled. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Twentieth Century’ (Col). Swung 
in on a premiere late Friday (11) to 
capacity house, and had so many 
laughs noise drowned out lots of 
the fun. With lucky weather breaks 
should easily go to $16,000, swell. 
Last week ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ 
(Fox) opened bing-bang, over the 
mountain tiptop, but tumble came 
suddenly, as elsewhere, finishing at 
$12,000, under. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Keep ‘Em Rolling’ (Radio) and 
“Where Sinners Meet’ (Radio). Out 
to make money apparently in ex- 
pected $11,500. Last week ‘No Great- 
er Glory’ (Col) and ‘Sisters Under 
the Skin’ (Col) had some velvet in 
the 10 grands. 

Orpheum (Loew) ($3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Sorrell & Son’ (UA) and 
vaude. Film no help a-tall, and 
mighty lucky if it pans $9,500, 
ns.g. Last week ‘Tarzan’ (MG) 
and vaude, cracked down to $9,000, 
poor for this spot. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG). 
House is again the town’s leader. 
Looks socko on a cinch $18,000. Last 
week spot held the Abou ben 
Adhem niche with ‘Viva Villa!’ sev+ 
eral grands above calculations, cull- 
ing $17,500, gorgeous. 

Met (M&P) (4,330; 
*‘Thirty-Day Princess’ (Par) and 
‘Up Pops the King,’ stage show. 
Biz shot upward this weekend after 
a sudden dive earlier in week, but 
doubtful if program will get neces- 
sary word of mouth to hold the good 
pace; $21,000 if and when will be 
fortunate. Last week spot offered 
the season’s tragedy; had ‘Twenty 
Million Sweethearts’ (FN) and 
stage show, and film had them 
shouting its virtues as a rare com- 
edy with the right amount of music. 
Then, on Monday, folks fled the 
rialto for baseball or what-not, and 
three capacity days were followed 
by doldrums. Result, $24,500, nice, 
but far short of just deserts. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 35-45- 
55)—‘Registered Nurse’ (FN) and 
‘All Men Are Enemies’ (Fox). Looks 


30-50-65)— 


set for $7,500, nice. Last week 
‘Merry Wives of Reno’ (WB) and 
‘Double Door’ (Par) were off at 
$6,000. 


Manhattan Melodrama,’ 
$12,500, Fair for K. C. 


Kansas City, May 14. 

Last week Sally Rand, back to 
the scenes of her childhood and 
school days, proved a most gracious 
star and spent most of her time off 
the stage in making personal ap- 
pearances at club, social and insti- 
tutional dinners and meetings as 
well as at stores which gave her 
sweet tie-up advertising. Just a 
question but what she gave herself 
iway as the business was not as 
great as expected. 

‘You're Telling Me’ and ‘A Modern 
Hero’ are what the Newman's 
patrons can see for twenty-five 
eents at any time, and business is 
fair. Paramount's other house, the 
little 800 seat Royal, which has sur- 
prised the ‘wise ones’ for the past 
several months, fell down last week 
with ‘House of Rothschild,’ played 
immediately after the Midland run, 
and opening without announcement, 
ind folded for the season. The week 
was the hottest of the year with the 
mercury hitting around 95, and the 
house has no cooling system. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (FN) and 
‘No Greater Glory’ (Col). They go 
for Dick Powell here and when 
‘ined up with all the other familiar 
names, a nice week’s business is ex- 
vegted. Looks like around $6,000. 
Last week ‘Journal of a Crime’ (FN) 

and the Sally Rand unit. Home 
‘own girl played up heavily and 
eritics gave her nice reviews. Hit 

around $11,000. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25)— 
Melodrama’ (MG). 


+ 





Portland Can’t Kick; 
Ellington Unit $8,000, 
Arliss Breaks Record 


Portland, Ore., May 14. 

More competition on main stem 
this week than for some time, with 
battle for biz centered around 
United Artists, Paramount and 
Music Box. 

House records for all time for a 
similar period have toppled at 
Parker’s United Artists with the 
showing of ‘House of Rothschild’ 
(UA). Pic is on its fourth week. 

Duke Ellington and his orchestra 

with an all-Negro unit on the stage 
share the bill at the Music Box. It is 
expected he will do the drawing. 
Plenty money spent on Paramount's 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox). Looks 
like a winner for that house. 
Seigfreid’s players at the Amer- 
ican go into their second week of 
‘Murder at the Crossroads.’ Large 
attendance keeps up. 
Jantzen’s Beach is taking lots of 
week-end money from the theatres 
—this will keep up during the sum- 
mer. 





Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—Sadie McKee’ (MG). Expected 
to do much better than average, at 
$6,000. Last week ‘Come on Marines’ 
(Par) and ‘Countess of Monte 
Cristo’ (U) combo, was let down 
in pace but got by for a fair $4,200. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-55) -— ‘Rothschild’ (UA) (4th 
week). Continues to do large biz. 
So far has toppled all records for 
house. Nice $4,000. Last week, 
same pic did what was indicated, 
$4,300. 

Paramount (F-WC) (3,000; 25- 
40)—‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) 
and ‘Double Door’ (Par) dual, looks 
like a winner, started off at a good 
gait “and might click for $5,000. 
Last week ‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par) 
and ‘Whirlpool’ (Col) double, gath- 
ered $3,300 into b.o. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 
25-35) —‘Melody in Spring’ (Par) 
and Duke Ellington on the stage. 
Will be the big noise of the burg, 
though Ellington will do the draw- 
ing. Maybe $8,000. Last week 
‘Wild Cargo’ (Radio) had splendid 
exploitation and -got steady play. 
Held for eight days to big $4,700. 
Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25)— 
‘It Happened One Night’ (Col). Had 
only one week showing downtown 
and should do a good $3,000. Last 
week ‘Nana’ (UA) proved not so 
hot as was indicated at $1,900. 


Warners Sends Another 
In Ptsbg. to Duals 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 
Price-cutting from 50 to 40c hav- 
ing failed, WB is sending its 2,000- 
seat Warner, downtown, to double 
feature policy starting Thursday 
(17). 

Duals looked upon as last resort 
here. Warners going strong for 
twin bills here. Recently sent En- 
right, 4,000-seater in East Liberty, 
to that policy with second-runs. 

Flock of WB’s nabe houses also 
double featuring regularly. War- 
ner is one of circuit’s two downtown 
houses. Other is Stanley, playing 
‘A’ product at 50c top. 


JO LOVETT AT METRO 
Hollywood, May 14. 

Josephine Lovett is at Metro to 
collaborate with Lawrence Eyre on 
‘Naughty Marietta.’ 

Miss Lovett just completed ‘She 
Was a Lady’ at Fox in collabora- 
tion with Ainsworth Morgan for 
Helen Twelvetrees. 











Around $12,500. Last week ‘Viva 
Villa’ (MG) got $16,500, bie. 
Newman (Par) (1,800; 25)—‘You’re 
Telling Me’ (Par) and ‘Modern Hero’ 
(WB). Lots of show for a quarter 
and the customers are expecting it. 
Friday opening not so hot but Sat- 
urday and Sunday showed improve- 
ment and it is expected to hit near 
$4,500. Last week ‘Melody in Spring’ 
(Par) and ‘The Women in His Life’ 
(MG) and to be satisfied with $4,000. 
Tower (Rewot) (2,400; 25)— 
‘Whirlpool’ (Col) and stage show. 
Opened nicely and will get around 
$3,500. Last week ‘Success at Any 
Price’ (Radio) and stage show about 
same sum. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) second 
week and going niely. Probably 





around $3,000, after $5,000 on the 
first week. 


eR NEA AEE 


4 LEFT IN DETROIT’S | 
BATTLE OF THE B. 0.’S. 


Detroit, May 14. 


With two first run houses fold- 
ing in the past week the other four 
are jockeying for position and the 
lead changes almost weekly and not 
for long. The Fox has Walter Win- 
chell on stage with ‘Sisters Under 
the Skin’ on the screen and indiffer- 
ent. The Michigan is playing “Tar- 
zan’ with a stage show as _ the op- 
position while the United Artists is 
using ‘Rothschild’ for a _ second 
week. The Fisher gets ‘Men in 
White’ for a third week showing 
after two good weeks at the down- 
town United Artists. 

Last week the UA was way out 
in front all alone with ‘Rothschild’ 
at $28,000, and the Michigan second 
but not pressing with ‘We're Not 
Dressing’ and Gloria Swanson in 
person for $24,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 15-25-35-40-55) 

—‘Sisters Under Skin’ (Fox) and 





Walter Winchell on stage. An in- 
different $22,000 indicated. Last 
week ‘20th Century’ (Col) and stage 
bad $17,000. 

Michigan (Par) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Tarzan’ (MG) and stage 


show. Around $20,000, okay. Last 
week ‘We’re Not Dressing’ (Par) 
and Swanson personal, $24,000. 
United Artists (Par) (2,018; 15- 
25-35-40)—‘Rothschild’ (WB) (2nd 
week). Look for $13,000, over aver- 
age. Last week set the town’s pace 
with a very big $28,000. 

Fisher (Par) (2.750; 15-25-35-40) 
—‘Men in White’ (MG). Maybe 
$3,000, mild. Last week ‘20 Million 
Sweethearts’ (WB) in second week, 
fair $4,000. 


Omaha’s Heat a B.0. 
Bugaboo, but Olsen, 
Shutta a Big $15,000 


Omaha, May 14. 

Heat has become the bugaboo al- 
ready with dust a close second. 
Town is in the midst of the hottest 
May weather on record, merce pass- 
ing 96 and eontinually hovering 
around 90. No rain in six weeks. 
All taking its toll at the box offices. 
Sudden heat spell called for some 
hurry-up work on the cooling plants, 
but all houses have them in opera- 
tion except the Brandeis whose 
cooler is in the process of installa- 
tion though fans are in action. 

First stage show in two months 
comes in at the Orpheum with 
George Olsen and Ethel Shutta the 
attractions. Given a break on the 
weather house should see $15,000, 
the very best. 

Attractions at all other houses par 
or better, but competition and heat 
will exert unwanted pressure. ‘We’re 
Not Dressing’ at the Paramount 
leads the straight film houses. 

Last week heat responsible for a 
let down at all houses, especially 
the Brandeis, where its cooling sys- 
tem was sorely missed. Arliss at 
the Par held his ground, the most 
gratifying of the lot. 


Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-35- 
55)—‘You’re Telling Me’ (Par), and 
George Olsen and band and Ethel 
Shutta on the stage. First stage 
bill in two months, a first date for 
this unit in this town, and a raised 
top along with extra shows should 
bring around $15,000, grand money 
and not too hard to get. Last week, 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) dualled 
with ‘Murder in Trinidad’ (Fox); 
average week and would have done 
better except for the heat; $6,000, 
fair enough. 

Paramount (Blank) (2,765; 25-40) 
—‘We're Not Dressing’ (Par). Long 
string of shorts makes bill not hard 
to sell; should top average, $6,500, 
good. Last week, ‘Rothschild’ (UA) 
the best Arliss week the town has 
seen in some time, but suffered 
slightly from heat, too; $6,250, pleas- 
ing. 

World (Blank) (2,100; 25-35)—‘As 
the Earth Turns’ (WB) and ‘Smoky’ 
(Fox). Continues the house on an 
average take, $4,000. Last week, 
‘Dark Hazzard’ (FN), and ‘She Made 
Her Bed’ (Par) took it along with 
the rest, $3,800, okay considering. 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,200; 20-25- 
35)—‘20th Century’ (Col), and ‘Sis- 
ters Under the Skin.’ Double fea- 
ture looks to a good week; $4,700, 
okay. Last week, ‘20 Million Sweet- 
hearts’ (FN) and ‘Very Honorable 
Guy’ (FN) ran eight days but would 
have done better under favorable 
outdoor conditions; however, $5,300 
good. 








HARRY OLIVER AT LESSER’S 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Harry Oliver, art director on 
Harold Lloyd’s just completed 
‘Cat’s Paw,’ has been signed for a 
similar spot by Sol Lesser as part 
of the production staff Lesser is 
gathering for ‘Peck’s Bad Boy.’ 

‘Boy’ gets under way as soon as 
Jackie Cooper finishes in ‘Treasure 
Island ’at Metro when juve star 
comes to Lesser on loanout arrange- 
ment. Tsland’ still has several 





Stage Shows Dominate Seattle 





Pearce Gang Plus ‘Melody’ $12,500—Unit 
on Top of Regular Bill, $9,000 
+ 





Daniels-Lyon Aid 
Raft to Strong 206; 
Wash. Otherwise So-So 


Washington, May 14. 
Boys are again learning that in 
the long run it’s word-of-mouth that 
really matters. Palace gave ‘Roths- 
child’ first big premiere of season 
and flooded papers with publicity, 


which, plus co-operation of critics, 
resulted in one of biggest sendoffs 
ever accorded a pic here. First 
week was big but not up to record. 
Second week, now in progress, is 
building consistenly and bids to top 
all records for holdovers,, 

Nice weather is hurting all 
around, with only the best being 
able to stand up under it. Example 
is ‘Sisters Under the Skin,’ which 
will probably be yanked by Keith’s, 
but might have held out except for 
lure of highways and byways. 

Estimates for This Week 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60)— 
‘Melody in Spring’ (Par) and vaude. 
No name vaude making house de- 
pend entirely on pic. Lanny Ross 
getting air fans, but won’t better 





$13,500. Last week ‘Upperworld’ 
(WB) took light $12,500. 
Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 


‘Trumpet Blows’ (Par) and vaude. 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon on stage 
are big draw. Pic pulling Raft fans 
and that’s all. Looks like o.k. $20,- 
000. Last week ‘You're Telling Me’ 
(Par) and Wons-Cook-George Hall 
radio unit o. k. with $19,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Sisters Under Skin’ (Col). Combo 
of title and Landi, who can’t stand 
alone here, is pretty terrible. May 
be yanked before turning in egg- 
like $4,000. Last week ‘Twentieth 
Century’ (Col) clicked with critics 
and sophisticates, but the muggs 
were split as to whether it was swell 
or sorta silly. Week got o. k. $9,500, 
however. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Black Cat’ (U). Horror stuff is this 
spot’s one sure-fire type. Karloff- 
Lugosi combo should get- nice $6,000. 
Last week ‘Uncertain Lady’ (U) got 
by with satisfactory $3,000, consid- 
ering opposition. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 25-40)—‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ (WB). Back 
on main stem after big week at 
Earle. Looks o.k. $3,800. Last 
week ‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO) 
revival took in fair $3,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40)— 
‘Tarzan’ (MG). Repeat after two 
good weeks at Palace headed for 
satisfactory $3,800. Last week 
‘Coming Out Party’ (Fox) took 
light $2,800. 





Triple Features 





(Continued from page 4) 


nouncements of major companies 
would indicate they were preparing 
to battle multi-feature policies by 
producing more features and fewer 
shorts. And from the standpoint of 
admissions, it also appears on the 
surface they are carrying out a 
policy of fighting fire with fire. 

Strategists of the business, how- 
ever, are disregarding the obvious. 
From a deep undercurrent of senti- 
ment gathered from secret meetings, 
ete., they look for just the opposite 
to happen before the year is out. 

With all of the ballyhoo directed 
against double features, through 
propagandic channels of the MPTOA 
and the Hays office, the fact re- 
mains, and is privately conceded, 
that not only double but triple fea- 
turing is on the leap. 

Even since grievance boards have 
started to function, three-for-oners 
have multiplied until now 45 such 
policies have been counted in Los 
Angeles; and whole competitive 
neighborhoods in Greater New York 
are getting the habit of changing 


.three features three times a week 


at the rate of 468 pictures per thea- 
tre per year. 

The triples are admitted catching 
up with dualism so rapidly that 
multi-features is the better term to 
describe theatres using more than 
one feature at a show. 

One entire neighborhood in the 
Bronx is now not only tripling in 
over six theatres, but is also play- 
ing the premium or give-away an- 
gle heavily at a dime admish. The 
only way in’ which this can be 
stopped is by majority vote of the 
theatres in that territory, and as 
yet no request for the ballot has 
been filed with the N. Y. grievance 





weeks to go. 





board. 





Seattle, May 14. 

Rival stage revues at the two 
Evergreen houses and stage units 
coming up at Hamrick’s Music Hall 
about every third week, makes it 
look like a flesh comeback in this 
burg. Al Pearce and gang are at 
Fifth Avenue theatre for third time 
within a year, and expected to go 
places. Jay C. Flippen, ‘World’s 
Fair Follies,’ at Paramount, making 
the stage show there of double 
length, as the regular Bert Levy 
six-act bill, in front of Burfano band, 
is also on. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25) 
—Smarty’ (FN) and ‘The Crosby 
Case’ (U) dual. Looks like $2,800. 
Last week ‘The Crime Doctor’ 
(RKO) and ‘Let’s Be Ritzy’ (U) got 
good $3,100. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25)—Carolina’ (Fox) and ‘I’ve Got 


Your Number’ (WB) dual, with 
Janet Gaynor getting the adv. 
breaks. Around $3,5000. Last week 


‘Queen Christina’ (MGM) and ‘Dark 
Hazard’"(FN), dual, got $4,100. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) —‘Melody in Spring’ (Par), 
and A! Pearce and gang. Reason for 
expected $12,500 is the radio stage 
attraction. Last week ‘We're Not 
Dressing’ (Par), held steady for 
okay $7,000. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 15-25)— 
‘9th Guest’ (Col) and ‘Speed Wings’ 
(Col) dual. Back to rez menu, 
Around $3,800. Last week ‘It Hap- 
pened One Night’ (Col), eight days 
for windup of 11 weeks, good $3,900. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
55)—‘Looking for Trouble’ (UA). 
Around $4,500 for 10-day run. Last 
week ‘Catherine the Great’ (UA) 
after 7 days, dipped badly for slow 
$1,800, in five days, when it was 
pulled off. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 25 
40)—‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) 
(2nd week). Headed for $7,000. Last 
week, same film, big at $11,700, hold- 
ing oke. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106;' 
25-35) —Wharf Angel’ (Par). Dou- 
ble stage show, J. C. Flippen 
‘World’s Fair Follies’ in addition to 
regular six-act presentation and 
Buffano band, long show and plenty 
of value, expected to get $9,000. Last 
week ‘Laughing Boy’ (MGM) and 
stage show dropped some, $5,700, 
slow. 


Heat-Dust Getting Into 
Eyes of Lincoln’s B.0.’s 


Lincoln, May 14. 

Heat waves and dust’ storms 
make the weather around here un- 
fit for anything, and those houses 
like the Orph, Lincoln and Colonial 
with inadequate cooling systems 
have begun to feel the denting. It’s 
a half month now until the college 
closes up for the summer exodus, 
which will be another slump at the 
b. o. 

George Monroe’s State opened 
last Monday with a groan and when 
the doors shut that night, the house 
went dark, closing a highly inter- 
esting chapter on the local street 
where a young lad was able to 
come in with less than 500 seats 
and 8-house chain opposition three 
years ago and worry the latter 
plenty as long as he could get pic- 
tures. Playing celluloid garbage all 
through 1934, it’s just the ‘old dark 
house’ now, although there are seve 
eral deals whispered. 

Estimates For This Week 








Capitol (Livingston) (850); 10- 
15)—Laughing Boy’ (MG) and 
‘Half a Sinner’ (U), dualled. Latter 


pic was given an audience approval 
preview a week ago and was a 
pleaser. Livingston should do 
$1,200 on the combination, ckay. 
Last week, ‘Sweetheart Sigma Chi’ 
(Mono) and ‘Uncertain Lady’ (U) 
slimmers after a fair opening, $850, 

Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
‘Man of Two Worlds’ (RKO). Ave 
erage $800. Last week ‘All Quiet’ 
(U) and ‘Come on Marines’ (Par), 
split, did $850. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25) 
—‘Palooka’ (MG). Durante farce 
expected to get $2,500 in this spot, 
nice. Last week ‘Mr. X’ (MG), very 
well, $2,600. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25- 
40)—‘Ill Tell the World’ (U) and 
‘Witching Hour’ (U) with Blue 
Ridge Mountaineers unit on boards, 


split. Looks oke for $2,300. Last 
week ‘Modern Hero’ (WB) and 
‘Finishing School’ (RKO) with 
Marie Purl’s unit, split, cracked an 
even $2,000, all right. First half 
very weak. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘We're Not Dressing’ (Par). Won't 
exactly be tall timber, but a bill 


paying $2,700 expected. Last week 





‘Rotschild’ (WB) sent the gross to 
a two-month high of $3,400. 
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George Jessel, ‘Youre Telling Me’ 


Philadelphia, May 14. 
If last week's batch of pictures 
in the downtown sector couldn't get 
much biz with rave notices and ad- 
vance reps to hold them, this week's 


can hardly be expected to ac- 
porte Loe much. Musicals and light 
farces are the predominant fare, 
the companies evidently figuring 
the silly or hammock season is here 
although the end of last week was 
plenty cold. 

‘Rothschild’ still looks as good as 
anything in town and should get 
around $11,000 in its third week at 
the Aldine. Management had in- 
timated from the start that this 
Arliss picture would be held at the 
Aldine for six weeks even if it had 
to be forced 

Two disappointments were ‘Viva 
Villa’ at the Boyd and ‘Tarzan and 
His Mate’ at the Stanley. Both got 
fine notices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-50-65)—‘House 
of Rothschild’ (UA). In third week 
ought to get ‘a substantial $11,000. 


Still big. Last week, $16,000.. 
Arcadia- (600; 25-40-50)—‘Such 
Women are Dangerous’ (Fox). 


House now running some Fox sec- 
ond runs. This one figures for 
around = $1,900. Last week ‘The 
Show Off’ (MQ), $1,700... Disap- 
pointing. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-50-65) — ° ‘Sadie 
Mckee’ (MG). Crawford film-should 


do $15,000. Last week ‘Viva “Vitia’ 
(MG) went only $14,000 in eight 
days. , 
Earle (2,000: 40-55-65)—‘You're 
Telling Me’ (Par) and vaude. 
George Jessel Revue ' headlines. 


Looks pretty good for this house, 
and $21,090 should be reached. Last 


week ‘Upper World’ (WB) and 
vaude. No names on bill. Only 
$13,500. Weakest in some time. J 


Fox (3,000; 30-40-60)—‘Stand Up 
and Cheer’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Quite a ballyhoo and good notices 
but Friday and Saturday trade not 
big. Should get $17,000 but chances 
for holding over not very bright. 
Last week ‘Now I'll Tell’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Pretty fair $16,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-46-50) — 
‘Laughing Boy’ (MG). Poor start, 
$2,700 indicated. Last week, ‘Let’s 
Be Ritzy’ (U). Ordinary $3,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65)—‘We're 
Not Dressing’ (Par). Another mu- 
sical. Should do a fairly good $12,- 
000 or $13,000. Last week ‘Tarzan 
and His Mate’ (MG). Very much 
under expectations, $11,560. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘Merry 
Wives of Reno’ (WB). Opened last 
night with midnight show. Last 
week ‘I'll Tell the World’ (U). A 
so-so $5,700. 


Ho-Hum Week in Prov.; 
‘Manhattan’ Fair $9,000, 
‘Dressing’ So-So $5,500 


Providence, May 14. 

Calibre of screen and stage en- 
tertainment is mediocre, and just 
now there seems to be no indication 
that the box office totals are going 
to be ducky this week. Weather is 
sort of freakish, and _ exhibitors 
blame most of their troubles to the 
rise and fall in temperatures. 
Grosses have been exceedingly poor 
for the last few weeks and no one 
on the main stem is looking for any 
immediate relief. 

This stanza is pretty well a wash- 
out, judging from the start. There’s 
no real standout. Stage shows are 
keeping Loew’s State and Fay’s a 
trifle ahead of the other stands, but 
the lead is nothing to brag about. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40) ‘Such 
Women Are Dangerous’ (Fox) and 
‘Casino Follies’ tab. Bill is fairly 
good, considering opposish, but the 
takings not so hot. Started off well 
but slide anticipated if hot weather 
sets in before the week is over. 
Present outlook indicates house will 
break $6,000; so-so. Last week 
‘Registered Nurse’ (WB) and ‘Van- 
ities’ on stage started off with 
plenty of pep but took a nosedive 
later in the week, gross sagging to 
$8,900. 





Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) and 
vaudeville. Stage show not so 
forte but doing its bit. Plenty of 
biz downstairs but many empty 
seats in the balcony. House will be 
lucky to get $9,000, fair. Last week 
‘Viva Villa’ (MG) was a surprise 
when it failed to come anywhere 
near anticipated gross, sliding to a 
fair $10,500, fault largely the hot 
spell. 


Majestic (2,200; 15-25-40)—‘Jour- 





nal of a Crime’ (WB) and ‘Half A 


Sinner’. Bill getting comments but | 
not takers; if gross reaches $5,000 | 
house will be happy. Last week 


‘Bottoms Up’ (Fox) 





Case’ (U) dived to $3,300 when the 
thermometer soared. 

Paramount = (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘We're Not Dressing’ (Par) and 


‘City Limits’ (Mono). Looks like a 
fairly good start but the finish is 
what is worrying the house just 
now; maybe $5,500 if the breaks 
hold up; not bad, but not so good. 
Last week ‘You're Telling Me’ (Par) 
and ‘Wharf Angel’ (Par) got plenty 


of comment, but nobody came 
through with the coin; flopped to 
$3,000. 

RKO Albee (2,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Finishing School’ (Radio) and 
‘Whirlpool’ (Col). Bill appears to 


be well liked from all sides, and bal- 
lyhoo oke too. If this ome doesn’t 
hit around $5,500 it won’t be the 
fault of the house. Last week 
‘20th Century’ (Col.) and ‘Sisters 
Under the Skin’ (Col.) got plenty 
of raves from the cricks, but was 
just a wee bit too highbrow; gar- 
nered $4,200, mostly because of nice 
start. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘The Man Trailer’ (Col.) and ‘The 
Crime of .Helen Stanley’ (Col.). 
Around $1,200 for the split week. 
Last week ‘Strawberry Roan’ and 
‘Pwo Alone’ oke at $1,100 on split 
week, ‘too. 


LOEW, MONT’L GOES - 
DUALS, MAYBE $7,500 


Montreal, May 14. 


Legit makes its last throw of sea- 
son at His Majesty’s currently with 
‘There’s Always Juliet’ which won't 
affect the main stems much. Loew's 
off the vaude standard and running 
two pix at 50c top, down lic, puts 
all four first-run houses at level 
prices and added feature basis. An- 
niversary week at Palace means big 
ballyhoo and tie-ups and may lift 
house to the top but there is strong 
opposish by Capitol. R 

Palace has ‘Bottoms Up’ and 
‘You're Telling Me’ and looks like 
$8,500. Capitol runs ‘We're Not 
Dressing’ and ‘Double Door’ with 
some uncertainty how Bing Crosby 
will take in this town; $8,000 seems 
fair estimate. Loew's starts first 
week of double features, ‘Trumpet 
Blews’ and ‘Love Birds.’ Princess 
has third week holdover of ‘Roths- 
child’ and ‘Chance at Heaven’ and 
has fair outlook for $7,500. 


Nables are holding up well, on 
poor outdoor sports weather. 
Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
$1.50) ‘There’s Always Juliet’ (legit). 
Dependent largely on weather, may 
gross $4,500. Last week dark. 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 50) ‘Bottoms 
Up’ (Fox) and ‘You're Telling Me’ 
(Par). Big ballyhoo on anniversary 
week may gross $8,500. Last week 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) and 
‘Murder in Trinidad’ (Fox) topped 
town at $10,500. . 

Capito! (FP) (2,700: 50) ‘We're 
Not Dressing’ (Par) and ‘Double 
Door’ (Par). May or may not be hit, 
guess is for $8,000. Last week hold- 
over of ‘Riptide’ (MG) and ‘Hold 
That Girl’ (Fox), $8,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50) ‘Trump- 
et Blows’ (Par) and ‘Love Birds’ 
(U). Vaude out means sure drop 
and gross will likely be around 
$7,500. Last week ‘Madame Spy’ 
(U) and Blackstone grossed $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50) ‘Roths- 
child’ (UA) (3d week) and ‘Chance 
at Heaven’ (Radio). Looks $7,500 
since house is holding up well after 
second week at $8,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50) ‘Les Thenardier’. Third 
week, $1,000 after $1,200 last week. 











O’DELL, HALPERIN SHIFT 


Cc. N. O'Dell, resigning from Fox, 
returned to Paramount yesterday 
(Monday) in charge of publicity at 
the Astoria, L. I., studio. Succeeded 
at Fox by Jeanette Sauer. 

O'Dell came into the business with 
Par three years from 15 years of 
Washington newspaper and political 
experience, last as managing editor 
of Washington Herald. 

Morris Halperin is leaving Fox to 
join United Artists’ home office pub- 
licity. He succeeds Bernard Simon 
with UA-20th Century. 


ee 


PAR BUYS YARN DUO 
Hollywood, May 14. 
Paramount closed this week for 
two new stories by local authors. 
Studio bought ‘Goddess’ from Paul 
Hervey Fox, and ‘Outraged,’ by 
Beulah Marie Dix and sertram 


and ‘Croshy Millhauser. 


$21,000 at Earle, Philadelphia 








PICTURE GROSSES 





Police Trailer 





Beacon theatre, New York, 
has been carrying special 
trailer asking citizens living in 
the neighborhood to report to 
police if they can contribute 
any evidence to help solve the 
murder of a detective slain at 
Broadway and 73rd street. 

Trailer is signed by the po- 
lice of the 68th street station, 
who seek witnesses to the 
crime. 


PTSBG’S FARE 
NSH; ARLISS, 
CROSBY BEST 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 

Set-up this week none too promis- 
ing and no accounting for it either. 
Siege of cool weather was expected 
to boost takings all over downtown, 
but looked for lift failed to mate- 
rialize. 

Best of week's prospects is ‘We're 
Not Dressing’ at Penn, where Cros- 
by should turn on enough b.o. draft 
-to attract $11,000, anyway. That 
isn’t outstanding by any means, but 
it’s okay considering town’s desul- 
tory showing of late. Stanley will 
have tough sledding with ‘Gambling 
Lady.’ Stanwyck never much of a 
drew here and with a weak sister to 
contend with, there’s trouble ahead 
even to attract $7,000. 


Everything considered, opening of 
‘Rothschild’ at Davis promising. 
House didn’t know it was getting 
picture until last minute, couldn't 
advertise until morning of opening 
because Penn was playing it until 
then, so getaway under such cir- 
cumstances wasn't bad. Looks like 
$5,500 and since that betters an even 
break, there’s a chance that it may 
hotd over. 

‘Double Door’ got a good opening 
at Warner, but fell in half second 
day and unlikely to get more than 
$4,200, while ‘Sorrel and Son’ at Ful- 
ton isn’t expected to make much of 
a dent. Maybe $4,800, mild. Pitt 
intends to stick it out as long as 
house covers the nut, which it seems 
to have been doing consistently of 
late, but first real hot spell in spot 
sans any sort of cooling spell will 
probably turn the trick. This week, 
with ‘King’s Scandals’ on stage and 
‘Three on a Honeymoon,’ house 
should stick in the running at $6,600. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-35-50)— 
‘Rothschild’ (UA). Booked in here 
at last minute right on heels of 
film’s profitable week at Penn. No 
advance plugging possible and ev- 
erything considered, getaway quite 
promising. Should build, too, and 
$5,500 looks like a cinch. If it hits 
beyond that, will probably hold over. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15-25- 
40)—‘Sorrell and Son’ (UA). Nice 
notices for this one but doesn't seem 
to have what it takes. Lack of 
femme interest may be the answer. 
Anyway, looks like mild $4,800. if 
that. Last week, ‘Mr. X’ (MG) 
about the same. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—We’re Not Dressing’ (Par). Town's 
best bet for week and while $11,000 
isn’t anything to write home about, 
it’s all right with business condi- 
tions in the burg as bad as they ever 
were. Last week, ‘Rothschild’ (UA) 
wound up strong at $18,000, build- 
ing at the finish. 

Pitt (Shafer) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Three on a Honeymoon’ (Fox), and 
‘King’s Scandals’ unit. Pretty good 
bargain all way round and should 
perk up things here a hit after 
couple of fairly dull weeks. Looks 
like $6,600, which isn’t so bad. Last 
week, ‘Stolen Sweets’ (indie), and 
‘Spic and Span Revuette’ about 
$6,250. 

Regent (WB) (900; 25-35)—‘Mod- 
ern Hero’ (FN), and ‘8th Guest’ 
(Col). Weak dual booking and un- 
likely to work up even a slight 
sweat among members of house 
staff. About $1,350, if that. Last 
week, ‘Once to Every Woman’ (Col), 
and ‘Goodbye, Love’ (Radio), around 
$1,450. 














Despite Storm and 


Crop Shortage, 


Roxy and ‘Men in White’ Socko Mpls. 
$21,000; ‘Rothschild’ May Do 3 Wks. 





Minneapolis, May 14. 
Despite pessimism engendered by 
the growing certainty of a general 
crop failure throughout this terri- 


tory, dirt and wind storms, pro- 
longed drouth, unseasonable cold, 
increasing unemployment and slip- 
ping business generally, Roxy and 
His Gang, in conjunction with ‘Men 
in White,’ bids fair to give the 4,200- 
seat Minnesota theatre currently 
the largest gress enjoyed by any 
local showhouse since 1929. Total 
is almost certain to reach $21,000 
and maybe more. That’s a tremen- 
dous figure for this town, where 
$7,000 to $10,000 has been top tak- 
ings for many outstanding pictures 
during the past several years. 
While the Minnesota Is bagging a 
boom-time gross of $20,000 or bet- 
ter, the Century, just reopened, will 
do around $14,000 simultaneously 


‘YOU'RE TELLING ME’ 
$5,000 IN DENVER 


Denver, May 14. 

Rain kept folks away from the- 
atres Saturday night while cold 
weather Sunday without rain drove 
them in with three having holdouts 
sometime during day. ‘House of 
Rothschild’ holdout at Aladdin on 
third week but no chance for fourth 
week. First film to stay three weeks 
in city in years and only second at 
Aladdin since opening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘House of Rothschild’ (UA) (3d, 
final week). Steady patronage. 
Third week will gather very accept- 
able $4,000. Last week film got $6,- 
000. <A picture of this type and 
especially with Arliss as star is a 
natural for this ritzy de luxer. Film 
is the second film’‘to last three weeks 
at this house, the other being ‘Gold- 
diggers of Broadway.’ ‘Rothschild’ 
is the first film to last three weeks 
anyplace in Denver in several years. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,500; 25-40) 
—You're Telling Me’ (Par). Around 
$5,000. Last week, ‘The Witching 
Hour’ (Par) let the house down un- 
der par with $4,000. Picture started 
good but dropped off. Night crowds 
only fair with mats better. Theatres 
here hurt by opening of Elitch 
amusement park for the summer. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Viva Villa’ (MG). Likely to 
realize $9,000, good. Last week, 
‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (Fox) didn’t 
give anybody that feeling and fin- 
ished with close to $5,500. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
35-55) —‘Such Women Are Danger- 
ous’ (Fox) and stage show. Headed 
for $9,500. Last week, ‘A Very 
Honorable Guy’ (FN), with Blossom 
Seeley on the stage, did a nice busi- 
ness considering the competition of 
wonderful weather and opening of 
Elitch park. Closed with $7,600. 
Started weak but built slightly 
toward end. 


New Haven Coasting 


New Haven, May 14. 

Business just coasting all around 
this week. ‘Rothschild’ a holdover, 
shifted from Poli’s to College. First 
week nice, but holdover having a 
struggle to reach an ordinary figure. 

Last week’s flock of free Music 
Week events put a dent in film 
grosses. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50)—‘Double Door’ (Par) and ‘Pri- 
vate Scandal’ (Par). Recent run 
of legit ‘Door’ at pop prices won't 
help this one any. Mediocre $5,000 
in view. Last week only slightly 
better around $5,300 for ‘Witching 
Hour’ (Par) and ‘Stolen Sweets’ 
(Ches). 

Poli’s 
‘Stand 
‘Lazy 
paper 














(Poli) (3,040; 35-50) — 
Up and Cheer’ (Fox) and 
River’ (MG). Heavy news- 
campaign on ‘Cheer’ but 
‘River’ getting al! the favorable 
comment. Better than average 
around $9,000. Last week, ‘Roths- 
child’ (UA). Turned ’em over fast 





Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gambling Lady’ (WB). Uneventful 
session in prospect. Stanwyck has | 
consistently meant nothing locally | 
at b. o. and with weak sister to | 
contend with here, situation is 


pretty depressive. Maybe $7,000, but | 


it’s extremely doubtful. Last week, | 


‘20 Million Sweethearts’ (WB) in|} 
seven days just so-so at $10,500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Double Door’ (Par). Last of singles 
for this house, site switching to a 


Grim meller unlikely to prove very 
exciting and will be lucky to gather 
$4,200. Last week, ‘I'll Tell World’ | 
(U) fell away to $4,000 after excel- 
dent start. \ 


double feature policy Thursday (17). 
| 


| Word-« 


on five shows daily for heavy 
$14,400. 

Roger Sherman (WB) 
50)—*Modern Hero’ 
‘Merry Wives of 
f-mouth on 
help this to oke $5,000 Last week, 
Registered Nurse’ (WB) and ‘Keep 
iim Rolling’ (RKO). Petered -out 
to low $4,100. 

College (Poli) 1,565 35 - 
Rothschild’ (UA). Not too 
with a tough battle to pull 
ifter moving from Poli’s. 
week, ‘Palooka’ (UA) and 
in Trinidad’ (Fox). Heavy cam- 
paign and personal apperrance of 
Ham Fisher for opening drew good 
$4,600, 


35- 
and 
(WR). 
should 


(2,200; 
(WB) 
Reno’ 
‘Reno’ 


50) 
good, 


$ 4,000 


Last | 
‘Murder | 


with ‘The House of Rothschild,’ 
making something like $34,000 or 
over for two loop houses, so it be- 
comes apparent again that superla- 
tive entertainment always can over- 
come most adverse handicaps cre- 
ated by outside conditions. 

Roxy's showing is aided by the 
fact that Rothafel is a former resi- 
dent of Stillwater, a nearby town, 
and once held forth as an impresario 
here prior to attaining New York 
fame. 

At any other time, perhaps, “T'wen- 
tieth Century,’ at the Orpheum, 
would be a socko attraction. But 
right now it’s up against too stiff 
opposition and will do well to pass 
the $5,500 mark, which, however, 
isn’t half bad, all things considered. 
Critics have been saying all sorts 
of nice things about this picture. 

Strange booking is ‘Tarzan and 
His Mate’ into the Lyric a few 
weeks after it did a terrible flop at 
the Minnesota, giving the 4,200- 
seater a new low. Moreover, for 
this one engagement the Lyric’s 
usual 25c. top has been boosted to 
40c., same scale as the Minnesota's. 
Publix feels that public stayed away 
from the Minnesota because it con- 
fused this ‘Tarzan’ film with others. 
Judging by opening day results, the 
jungle film at advanced prices will 
give the 1,300-seat Lyric a normal 
seven days of around $3,000, or near- 
ly as much as it got at the 4,200-seat 
Minnesota. 

State is dying a painful death with 
‘The Witching Hour,’ which shows 
no drawing power whatsoever and 
is pushed further into the discard 
by its tough opposition. 

Terrible wind and dirt storms 
played hob with business last week 


Estimates For This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
55)—‘Men in White’ (MG) and 
Roxy’s Gang on stage. Both picture 
and stage show are magnets and, 
in combination, mean a real socko 
week. First stage show at this 
house since reopening, theatre for- 
merly used stage shows in con- 
junction with films regularly 
Splendidly exploited by Manager 
Harold Kaplan and that helps. Cus- 
tomers very well pleased and fa- 
vorable word-of-mouth comment. 
Around $21,000 indicated, immense, 
Last week, ‘Gambling Lady’ (WB), 
$4,000. Very bad indeed. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 25-35- 
40)—‘House of Rothschild’ (UA). 
Wowing ’em, as expected, and looks 
set for a run of at least three 
weeks. Reopened house in mid- 
week after a year’s darkness and 
hold-outs are the rule. Critics and 
customers raving. Should reach 
very big $14,000. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890: 
40)—‘Twentieth Century’ (Col) 
Highly praised picture, but, per- 
haps, not the box-office card antic- 
ipated, although stiff opposition is 
a great handicap, taking attention 
and trade away. May finish to 
fairly good $5,500" Last week, ‘20 
Million Sweethearts’ (FN), $7,500 
for eight days, good. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 25-35-40) 
—Witching Hour’ (Par). No cast 
names or title to mean a thing here 
and public is passing it up almost 
en masse. Will be lucky to reach 
$2,500. Last week, ‘You're Telling 
Me’ (Par) and George Olsen's band 
on stage, $9,000, disappointinz and 
much less than fine stage show 
merited. Hurt by hot weather and 
dirt gtorms. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-59- 
75)—‘Beloved’ (U). Pleasing musi- 
cal, but minus strong box-office ap- 
peal. Maybe $1,500, fair. Sixth and 
last week of ‘Henry VIII’ (UA) was 
$1,800, good. Engagement a big 
money maker. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Rip Tide’ (MG), Around $2,500 in- 
dicated. Pretty good. Last week, 
‘Bolero’ (Par), $2,000, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 25-35-40) 
‘Tarzan and His Mate’ (MG). Re- 
turn loop showing after flop at de 
luxe Minnesota recently. This ‘pop’ 
house more suited for this type of 
film. Manager Bob LeFevre did 
great selling job, too, front of house 


25-35- 





attracting throngs. May reach 
around $3,000, which is normal for 
house at 25c scale. Last week, 
|‘Come On Marines’ (Par), $2,990, 
| ‘ight. 

Grand (Publix) (1,200; 15-25)— 
| ‘Laughing Boy (MG) and ‘Poor 
| Rich’ (U7), split first runs Around 
1 $1,900 indicated, light Last week 
| ‘David Harum’ (Fox). s nd loop 
jrun got $1,500, pretty good 

| Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)—It 
| Happened One Night’ (Col), third 
loop run, and ‘Emperor Jones’ 
(UA), second run, split About 
$1,000, okay. Last week, ‘Carolina’ 
| (Fox) and ‘Hips, Hips, Hooray’ 
| (RKO), second runs, and ‘I Believed 
jin You’ (Fox), first run, split, $900, 
btair. 
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Reich Propaganda Office Takes Over 
All Legit and Opera Business 








Berlin, May 2. 
After laying hands on the former 
Opera house in Berlin- 
the Reichs Propa- 


Municipal 
Charlottenburg 
ganda Office has taken steps to con- 
trol compietely all show matters in 
the Reich. According to a circular 
letter issued by State Commissioner 
Hinkel the Reich has assumed con- 
trol of all Prussian theatres. 

At the same time Dr. Goebbels 
assembled leading personalities of 
Berlin theatre life, including Otto 
Laubinger, Dr. Schloesser, Heinz 
Hilpert, Walter Bruegmann and 
Count Solms, to discuss matters of 
the next Berlin theatre season. At 
this meeting Dr. Goebbels an- 
nounced that besides the Reichs 
Opera and the Theatre of the Peo- 
ple (the former Grosse Schauspiel- 
haus) the Reich had taken charge 
of the Deutsche theatre—the the- 
atre inseparably connected with the 
era of Max Reinhardt—and the 
Volksbuehne, under Hilpert’s man- 
agement probably Berlin's best le- 
git house today. 

Nevertheless General Goering, as 
Prussian premier, has by no means 
renounced his own share in Prus- 
sian theatre matters and -has be- 
stowed upon 15 prominent members 
of the Prussian state theatres titles 
of ‘state actor’ or ‘chamber singer,’ 
the latter title being a requisite of 
olden times. 

Actors and actresses concerned 
are: Gustav Gruendgens, Werner 
Krauss, Friedrich Kayssler, Lothar 
Muethel, Maria Koppenhoefer, and 
Emmi Sonnemann. Opera singers 
are: Heinrich Schlusnus, Rudolf 
Bockelmann, Jaro Prohaska, Helge 
Roswaenge, Marcell Wittrisch, 
Maria Mueller, Margarete Klose, 
Kaete Heidersbach and Frieda Lei- 
der. 

These appointments include long- 
term contracts with the state the- 
atres and also a ‘fee of honor,’ 
which is to be paid at Christmas 
each year. 


Comedie Francaise 


Actors Happy; Paid 
$400 for the Year 


Paris, May 65. 
Average member of the Comedie 
Francaise, holder of a douzieme, or 
a twelfth of a share, in that co- 
operative society, will be paid $400 
this year for the season’s work on 
France's ace stage, board of direct- 
ors decided Tuesday (1). This is 
considered handsome, and is a boost 
over last year, despite a bad season. 
They all give elocution lessons on 
the side, and lots of them make 
good money in filmg, so the salary’s 

really not as terrible as it seems. 


WREEDE RECOVERING 
FROM SUICIDE TRY 


Vienna, May 5B. 
Fritz Wreede, head of Felix Bloch 
Erben, German publishing house 
and one of the leading European 
play agents, is recovering nicely in 
a private sanitarium here after his 
suicide attempt two weeks ago. He 





will rest a couple of weeks and 
then go back to his Berlin business 
office. 

Wreede’s suicide attempt was a 


surprise to his friends and is ex- 
plained by a series of fits of de- 
pression in the past few months 
due to general conditions in Ger- 
many. Although of Jewish origin, 
Wreede is a Czechoslovakian citi- 
zen and so not directly annoyed by 
the Aryan regulations, but .things 
in general worried him. He cut the 
main arteries on both wrists, but 
was found by hotel attendants who 
burst into hi: room just in time. 





Polish Theatre Shift 
Warsaw, April 30. 
S. Krzywoszewski, who for three 
years had a lease on three muni- 
cipal theatres—the Teatr Narodowy, 
Teatr Nowy and Teatr Letni—has 
unexpectedly resigned 
Talk of enlisting director Schiff- 
mann to control the municipal the- 
atres, as well as his two private 
concerns here. 





McCormack’s African 
Concerts Only Fair B.O. 


Capetown, April 13. 
John McCormack’s opening con- 
drew a fair house, with 
of any riot to get to 


final 


eert here 
the absence 
the ticket box. 
concert April 11 got the hall fairly 
full, but like 
expected. 


Second and 


nothing what was 


African Consolidated Theatres 
put over a poor publicity campaign 
for the Irish singer, no doubt due 
to inexperience in handling top 
‘stars. Tenor carried the full pro- 
gram, witn his accompanist, Edwin 
Schneider, giving one or two piano 
se’ >ctions. 

Number of complaints on _ the 
high admission charges may explain 
something. 


Wheeler Back 


Frank Wheeler is a _ visitor to 
South Africa. He is remembered 
by the older generation as asso- 
ciated with his father, Ben Wheeler, 
as B. and F. Wheeler, a firm of 
theatrical managers that from 1885 
till 1915 flourished as the pioneers 
of theatrical entertainment in this 
country. 


SIR BEN’S OPERA IDEA 
AT MELBOURNE PALACE 


Melbourne, April 20. 
Sir Ben Fuller says a public com- 
pany will be formed for the presen- 
tation of opera in Australia. Com- 
pany will have a capital of $1,275,000 
and will be known as the Royal 
Grand Opera Company. 


Sir Ben’s idea is to have an opera 
company operating in Melbourne 
during the Centenary celebrations, 
the knight believing the time is ripe 
to cash in, with the crowds hungry 
for this type of entertainment. 
Fullers will thus make a break into 
the stronghold of Williamson-Tait, 
but a little opposition does not 
worry the Fullers any too much. 


Stated that the company will 
purchase the Palace, Melbourne, 
establish the opera company on a 
permanent basis, and also produce 
musical comedies. British and 
local performers will be engaged 
for the opera season, Sir Ben says. 
Opera troupe may also tour Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand for the 
whole year. 

Sir Ben will leave for England in 
May to engage the artists. 





Honest Chorines 


Paris, May 5. 
commissaire at Long- 
champs racetrack had the shock 
of his life Sunday (29) when 18 
good-looking girls tried to give him 
a purse containing $300, in francs, 
reversing the usual procedure of 
cuties here. 

Fact that the girls spoke no 
French baffled him further and he 
was about to pinch the lot when 
someone told him they were just 
Gertrude Hoffman's troupe, out to 
see the races, they had found the 
pocketbook and were trying to be 
honest women. 


‘Sons o Guns’ Off 


London, May 14. 


British and Dominion is under- 
stood to have forsaken all plans on 
making ‘Sons o’ Guns’ with Jack 
Buchanan and Lily Damita. 

Company is reported in search of 
a new story for Buchanan with it 
not Known whether Miss Damita is 
to be included or not. 


Police 





Jed’s London Play 


London, May 14. 


‘Laughing Woman,’ current here, 
is reported in the pocket of Jed 
Harris for Broadway stage pres- 


entation next fall. 
Report is that Harris has Leon- 
ovitch in mind for the title part. 








Boatload o’ Gags 


London, May 5. 

English comedian has come 
to the fore in the las: few 
years, is very young, and a 
great future is predicted for 
him. Always seems to get hold 
of the latest and best gags, 
and quite recently has cracked 
the cream of American stan- 
dards. How he manages to 
get hold of the good ones so 
quickly has been the puzzle 
and envy of all the other local 
comics, 

Now it’s been solved. His 
father is captain of an ocean 
liner, traveling back and forth 
to America, 











N.1.G. LONDON 
SHOW CLICKS 


London, May 5. 
N. T. Granlund’s cabaret show at 
the Dorchester has registered so 


strongly that 48 hours after its pre- 
miere it was decided to give two 
shows nightly—one at dinner and 
the other at midnight. 





Southern’s Last Stand 
Last of John Southern’s vaude- 
ville spots—the Victoria Palace— 
gives up vaudeyille in a couple of 
weeks. 
‘Jack and Jill, musical show, 
owned by Howard & Wyndhams, 
which has been on the road for sev- 
eral months, replaces. Southern is 
connected with the project. 
Frances Day has been added to 
the cast. 


Record 

For the first time since the the- 
atre was built, the Whitehall will 
house a play not written by Walter 
Hackett. His present vehicle, ‘Aft- 
erwards,’ finishes May 12, and a 
new production syndicate will pre- 
sent a play in three acts titled ‘No 
Way Back’ May 17. Written by 
Graham Hope, retired cavalry of- 
ficer. 


; Quick Fold 

After a run of five days at the 
Shaftesbury, Mary Newcomb’s pro- 
duction of “There’s Always Tomor- 
row’ folded. 

Miss Newcomb, who hasn’t acted 
in New York for the past nine 
years, will appear there next Sep- 
tember under the Shubert manage- 
ment. 


FRENCH GOV'T CONTEST 
FOR LOCAL OPERETTA 


Paris, May 5. 

French government has decided 
to run an official competition for 
the best new operetta, locally 
written. Prize and rules of contest 
are yet to be determined. 

Anatole de Monzie, former Min- 
ister of Education and Fine Arts, 
says he got the idea when he went 
to Stavisky’s Empire to see ‘Deux 
Sous de Fleurs’—not knowing it 
was Stavisky’s show, of course. 

‘The book was absurd, the music 
unpleasant and the whole show im- 
possible,” says de Monzie. ‘So I 
said to myself that there must be, 
in France, composers and libret- 
tists, and I arranged to get to- 
gether the money for a prize.’ 

De Monzie has since lost his job 
as minister, but his idea is still be- 
ing carried out, and an official de- 
cree announcing the contest is soon 
to be published. 

State and city subsidized the- 
atres have been notified, mean- 
while, that they are not to accept 
foreign shows without first asking 
the permission of the minister or 
the prefect of the Seine. Former 
controls state theatres and latter 
city subsidized houses. 


Moss’ ’33 Report 


London, May 5. 

Annual] report for Moss Empires 
thas been issued, showing accounts 
for the year ending December, 1933. 

Last year’s trading was a con- 
siderable improvement over the 
preceding year, but there is still 
a loss on the year of around $150,- 
000. 

Sum has been 
the reserve. 





transferred from 





HOBSON SAYS FISCHER 
IS STILL HIS BOOKER 


Paris, May 5. 
Clement Hobson, big boss of the 
Restaurant, vigor- 


ously denies the story released in 
America that he has signed with 
Teddy Ehrenthal to book his place 
exclusively after the present show, 
booked by Clifford Fischer, is fin- 
ished. 

Hobson says he has been working 
with Fischer for more than 20 
years, since he put on shows at 
Hammerstein’s in London, and the 
relationship is continuing. Points 
out, however, that he has no con- 
tract with Fischer or anyone else, 
and can break off any minute he 
feels like it. 

New York report had it that 
Hobson had booked up for two 
years with Ehrenthal, who books 
the Gaumont Palace and Rex here, 
to play most of the Foster's talent 
imported from America. Nothing 
to this, says Hobson. 

Fact seems to be that Ehrenthal 
has been flirting with Hobson, and 
the nitery man has been letting 
Fischer feel the pressure from his 
competitor just for the good of 
business in general. Success of 
present show, supplied by Fischer, 
would militate against any change, 


Ambassadeurs 


even if one had been contemplated. 


MEX. TAX HOLIDAY 
FOR LEGIT, VAUDE 


Mexico City, May 11. 
Civic government has thrown the 
foundering theatre a life line in the 





form of exemption from all munici- 
pal taxes until further notice. Tax- 
free rights are to be enjoyed by 
stagers of dramas, comedies, vaude, 
concerts, operas, operettas and re- 
vues. 

Municipality explains this action 
was taken as a means of enabling 
the struggling theatre to live and 
meet stiff competition from radio 
and cinemas. Pictures, radio and 
all other forms of amusement here 
continue to pay taxes. 


Mexicans Like Films 
Better’n Bull Fights 


Mexico City, May 11. 

Residents of the Federal district, 
Mexico’s most populous center, con- 
taining 1,229,576 inhabitants and 
the national capital, are spending 
more for amusements. Diversion’s 
customers down here prefer cine- 
mas to all other public pastimes, 
with legit second choice, and bull- 
fighting is not Mexico’s prime fun. 

These facts are revealed by data 
compiled by the national statistics 
bureau covering public amusements 
that cNarge admissions in the dis- 
trict last year. Bureau finds that 
districters spent about $2,500,000 to 
be amused in 1933. 


One Show and Out 


Madrid, May 2. 

New local record for folding was 
hung up by a three-act Spanish 
translation of a French play by 
Gavault and Charvay. Piece was 
entitled ‘Se Necesita Un Bebe’ 
(‘Baby Needed’) and the translator 
was Ricardo Estrada. 

Show went on at 10:30 p.m., at 
the Benavente theatre and the cur- 
tain came down at la.m. At 1:05 
a.m. it. was through forever. 


Dutch Censor Again 


The Hague, May 2. 

Board of censors banned ‘Lady 
Killer’ (WB) and United Artists’ 
‘The Bowery.” 

Full commission then reviewed 
the first film and passed it with 
cuts, but only for adults above 18. 
Not probable that second film will 
get such a decision on review. 


ANOTHER LEGIT TO PIX 
Mexico City, May 11. 
Over protests of the Mexican ac- 
tors and allied unions, another old 
first line theatre here is going cine- 
ma. House is the Teatro Iris. It 





is being wired with WE equipment. 
2 Theatre exhibited first talkers 
thown in Mexico five years ago, but 


ACTOR BILL IN 
AUSTRIA 


Vienna, May 2. 

New decree has been passed 
barring foreign directors and ar- 
tists from working in Austria un- 
less resident in the country at least 
since January 1, 1923 and in work 
here since January, 1926. 

Presidents of Managers’ Union 
and Artists’ Union are sending 
deputations to the ministry of edu- 
cation to entreat abolition of de- 
cree. Argued that 1,500 Austrian 
stage artists are under contract 
abroad, and feared the Austrian de- 
cree will encourage counter decrees 
in other countries, which would bring 
about compulsory return to Austria 
of the majority, with outlook of in- 
creasing unemployment in the pro- 
fession, rather than decreasing it 


CHARLES TROUPE OPENS 
IN CHICAGO MAY 26 


Paris, May 14. 

While James E. Witteried, local 
p.a., had lodged a complaint to 
Washington against the American 
importation of Jacques Charles’ 
troupe of 55 people, it develops that 
his squawk was centered on an in- 
dividual in no wise connected with 
this venture. The French floor show 
is being exported by Cliff Fischer, 
who represents the William Morris 
agency on the Continent. 

Fischer is sending the troupe to 
the Chicago World’s Fair for the 
Pabst Blue Ribbon Casino. 








Chicago, May 14. 

J. C. Stein, prez of Music Corp. 
of America, who in association with 
Clifford C. Fischer of Paris pro- 
duced and presents a typical French 
‘Folies Bergere’ revue, will prob- 
ably hie to New York next week to 
meet the Jacques Charles troupe 
upon its arrival from Paris. Charles 
is the stager at the Paramount the- 


atre, Paris, and put on this floor 
show. 
Company opens at the Pabst 


Casino, May 26. 


London Likes Ina Claire, 
But Ho-Hum on ‘Biography’ 


London, May 5. 

Noel Coward inaugurated his ac< 
tivities as a producer on his own by 
presenting ‘Biography’ at the Globe, 
April 25, in association with his per- 
sonal representative, John C. Wil- 
son. 2 
Criticisms the following morning 
found plénty of fault with the play, 
but were fulsome in praise of Ina 
Claire. 


‘GOLEM’ AS SPECTACLE 


To Be Tourist Lure—Reinhardt 


Asked to Stage It 


Prague, May 2. 

In order to promote the visit of 
foreigners to Czechoslovakia, sev- 
eral festivals are being planned for 
this summer. Big Strahov Stadium 
will have a performance of the play 
‘Golem’, by the Czech author Milos 
Kares and music by Jaromir Wein- 
berger, ace Czech composer. 

Negotiations are now going on 
with Max Reinhardt to manage the 
‘Golem’ presentation. 


RUMANIAN NATIONAL SEASON 
Bucharest, May 1. 

Rumanian National Theatre has 

arranged sixteen premieres and fif- 





teen revivals for the new season. 
Of the 16 premieres, eléven plays 
are by local playwrights. Foreign 
quintet is ‘Campo di Maggio,’ by 
Mussolini-Forzano; ‘A Trial, by 
Marivanz; ‘The Broken Jug, by 
Heinrich von Kleist; ‘Richard III,’ 


by Shakespeare, and ‘The Circle, by 
Somerset Maugham. 


The 15 revivals include ten plays 
by local playwrights. Five foreign 
revivals are ‘Samson,’ by Henri 


Bernstcin; ‘Elizabeth, Queen of Eng- 
land,’ by Ferdinand Bruckner; SHam- 





entiment put it back to. stage 
iows. Now sentiment has right 
ibout faced with the trend of the 
times. 


let’ and ‘The Taming of the Shrew,’ 
by Shakespeare, and ‘The Sacred 
Flame,’ by Somerset Maugham. 
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Paris Literary Mob Turns on ‘Nana, 
But Picture Opens to Good Biz 


Paris, May 5. 
Terrific fuss being raised by heirs 
of Emile Zola over local showing 
ef Sam Goldwyn’s ‘Nana’ (UA), 
which they consider a terrible de- 


formation of Zola’s work. Hasn't 
any relation to it, in fact, they say, 
and, since there isn’t any question 
of copyright action they threaten 
to do something’ diplomatically, 
though it is not clear just how they 
could accomplish anything that way. 
Meanwhile they are taking it out 
by writing letters to the papers. 

Critics were not warm to ‘Nana’, 
largely on the same basis: that it 
was an unworthy Americanization 
of a great French work. They ad- 
mitted the value of Anna Sten and 
the fineness of the film from a tech- 
nical viewpoint. In few cases was 
there an open panning. General 
feeling, however, was that Ameri- 
eans should let French master- 
pieces alone. 

From a commercial standpoint, 
however, result remains to be seen. 
First few days’ business at the 
Lord Byron, United Artists show- 
case, was capacity, and it may be 
that the publicity will do the pic- 
ture good and that people who are 
interested in films as such, regard- 
less of literary controversy, will 
come to see it. Personal triumph 
for Anna Sten ‘with the French, 
who are susceptible to her kind, is 
also considered likely. 

United Artists’ local crowd also 
is inclined to suspect that even if 
Paris does not warm up to the pic- 
ture it will be good in the prov- 
inces, where the literary idea is not 
so important. Some resemblance is 
seen between this and Metro's ‘Mata 
Hari’, which was panned as a dis- 
tortion of the real story of the spy 
and then did the biggest gross of 
any American picture in France. 

Boys with good hindsight are sug- 
gesting that UA. should have 
brought the pic out in France un- 
der another title, to avoid offending 
susceptibilities and comparisons 
with a work the French love. 
Answer to this is that the publicity 


value of ‘Nana’ as a title would 
thus be lost. 
Present local reaction to Sten 


personally is that she is a great 
screen personality. She has been 
known for some years as a Conti- 
nental star, however, and there is 
some criticism to the effect that 
Hollywood overtrained her and 
tried too hard to make her a new 
Dietrich. 


GERMAN FILM BANK’S 
PROFIT ON 1ST YEAR 


Berlin, May 2. 

At the general meeting of the 
Film Credit Bank, founded in July, 
1933 for the support of German pro- 
duction, it was announced that in 
the period ending December 31, 1933 
the bank had financed the produc- 
tion of 23 feature films and 50 cul- 
ture films and shorts. Profit and loss 
account for 1933 shows a slight 
gain. 

Board was reelected. State secre- 
tary Dr. Posse will quit, being over- 
burdened with work. Dr. B. Mulert, 
Fritz Bertram, head of the exhibs; 
and Dr. Walther Plugge, film-cham- 
ber councillor, will join. 

Dr. Scheuermann, president of the 
film-cha:aber, was reelected chair- 
man of the board with state secre- 
tary Walther Punk and Ludwig 
Klitzsch as deputies. 











Paramountites to N. Y. 





Calcutta, April 21. 

Charles Ballance, general mana- 
ger for Paramount in India, leaves 

ay 4 for Bad Nauheim, Germany, 
where he will rest a couple of weeks 
before going on to New York for 
h.o. conferences. 

3alance has been with Paramount 
for 10 years. 


John Day, Paramount’s g.m,. in 
Brazil, is en route to New York, ex- 
pected to arrive on May 24. 

Charles Gartner, assistant to John 
W. Hicks, head of Par’s foreign de- 
partment, left Thursday (19) for a 


quick tour of Jamaica and Haiti for 
survey purposes in connection with 
Par theatres there. 





Baer’s Consolation B.0. 


The Hague, May 5. 

Metro’s German sock on ‘Prize 
Fighter and the Lady’ has turned 
into a boon, at least so far as Hol- 
land is concerned. Picture went 
into the Cine Royal here, publicized 
as being the picture German cen- 
sors had barred because the star. 
Max Baer, was a Jew. 

Had immediate favorable effect at 
the b.o. 


G-T, U-A FINISH 
ANZAC DEAL, 
WB PENDS 


Sydney, April 20. 
Contractual arrangements have 
been completed between United 
Artists and General Theatres for 
the whole output of the Silly Sym- 
phony and Mickey Mouse cartoons 


together with ten ace U. A. films. 
Pictures are ‘The Masquerader’, 
‘Gallant Lady’, ‘Moulin Rouge’, 











‘Broadway Through a Keyhole’, 
‘Blood Money’, ‘Beneath the Sea’, 
‘Perfect Understanding’, ‘Emperor 


Jones’, ‘Girl From Maxims’, and 
‘Cash’. 

Following the arrival of Arthur 
Kelly, U.A. foreign dep’t head, in 
Australia, G. T. expects to close a 
deal for the balance of the U.A. 
product, including ‘House of Roths- 
child’, ‘Roman Scandals’, and ‘Henry 
VIII’. Kelly is due in a few days. 

Cecil Marks, g.m, for U.A. here, 
left for New Zealand to meet Kelly 
and place the Australian situation 
before him. 

Warners and the G.T. officials 
cannot get together on the question 
of suitable terms. A deal has been 
pending for some time but has not 
reached the clinching stage as yet. 

Charles Munro, codirector of G.T., 
is understood to -be prepared to 
make a buy at once, providing a 
price can be agreed upon. Another 
difficulty is said to be the rejection 
clause rights. G.T. and Warners 
have had many battles in the past 
over contracts. 

Meantime, Warners will release in 
all of the indie spots around Syd- 
ney, Melbourne and Brisbane. Nabe 
screenings come into operation in 
May, when, presumably, the G.T. 
contract expires. Quoted around 
town that Warners will drop $4,000 
weekly by remaining out of the big 
chain theatres. 





j}yards of 





Radio’s Preopening 
- Hoopla for Hepburn 


Paris, May 5. 
Radio is giving ‘Little Women’ a 
fancy sendoff this week. Press 
luncheon at Rouzier’s Perigord res- 
taurant, on the Place Saint Michel, 


one of the big eat houses of the 
town, is being followed by a charity 
gala opening later at the Edouard 
VIL, 

French newspaper boys liked the 
film, and F. Cromelynck, author of 
couple of legit successes at the St. 
Georges theatre, got up at the lunch 
and raved about its being a per- 
fectly balanced work of art, with 
the implication that the French in- 
dustry couldn’t touch it, which is 
quite an admission for a local boy. 
Film is being released in English, 
with titles by Suzanne Chantel- 
Grace, editor of Cinemonde, who 
also titled ‘Back Street.’ 


‘Iceberg’ O.K. in Paris 


- 


Paris, May 5. 

Universal's break on ‘S.O.S. Ice- 
berg’ here did not turn out as badly 
as was feared at first. 

New showcase, Club d’Artois, 
which took the picture and then 
closed to put in new prdjection 
equipment, reopened, and _= since 














then pic has been running to good 
houses, i 


Embassy, Sydney, Ready 
Sydney, April 20. 

G. T. will open its new Sydney 
theatre, Embassy, the second week 
in May. Built on the site of the old 
Tivoli, theatre will be an intimate 
one and will operate on a British 
policy. 

Embassy is located within a few 
Fuller’s Mayfair, also 


solely British. 


HUNGARY FILMS 
65% AMERICAN 


Budapest, May 5. 

American filmdom’s progress’ in 
Europe iast year due to the de- 
crease of Germ.n progress is no- 
where indicated as strongly as in 
Hungary. During 1933 the Ameri- 
can pictures occupied 65% of Hun- 
gary’s screens. Two years ago, on 
the other hand, German films were 
used 90% of the time with Amer- 
ica splitting the remaining 10% of 
the time with the rest of the world. 

There is no open opposition to 
Germany pictures here, but there is 
a silent boycott on the present 
product which is effective. Also 
what little strength the Germans 
held in spite of the political situa- 
tion they are losing by lack of up- 
standing new product. 


Valentino’s Shadow 
On Negri’s Portrait, 
So Everybody Sues 


Paris, May 65. 

Suit of Beltran y Masses, Spanish 
painter, against Pola Negri, untried 
since 1931, is to come up soon ina 
local court. Dauber wants $5,000 
fees for doing Pola’s portrait, and 
she counters with a request for 
100,000 francs (nearly $7,000 now) 
damages because he allegedly in- 
jured her reputation by painting 
the shadow of Rudolph Valentino in 
the background of the portrait. 

Artist tells how he met Miss Negri 
in Hollywood with Valentino, to 
whom she was then reported to be 
engaged. He said he'd like to do 
her portrait, but the actress did 
not pose for him until two years 
later, when she came to Paris. 

His story is that the price agreed 
upon for the painting was $5,000. 
Miss Negri offered to settle for 
$1,000, adding that she did so only 
to be nice, as she had not ordered 
the picture and only posed to please 
the artist. 

She then gave as a real reason for 
disliking the picture the shadow of 
Valentino, and brought her counter 
suit. 














India Speaks 


Calcutta, April 21. 

Considerable merriment and re- 
sentment here on ‘Son of India’ 
(Metro) because of the technical 
discrepancies in the film and which 
the localites resent. In one shot, 
for instance, heroine appears in a 
polo outfit with bare sleeves in the 
midst of an Indian jungle scene, 
which is considered here as highly 
ludicrous. 

Similarly Novarro’s costume is 
called here as lacking knowledge of 
Indian dress. 


1 UP FOR PARIS 
EXHIBS; BREAK 
FOR U.S. 








Paris, May 5. 

American film interests fighting 
the proposed embargo, decreased 
quota, dubbing tax and tariff pro- 
posals aimed against imported pic- 
tures by the French producers are 
deriving a certain amount of com- 
fort from the defeat on another 
front of the Chambre Syndicale, 
leading body in the anti-foreign 
movement. 

Chambre got into a row with the 
exhibitors’ association over the 
standard film renting contract, 
which the exhibs considered unfair, 
but which the producers tried to 
impose arbitrarily. Exhibs put up 
a stiff fight and have finally won 
out. 

Mediation commission will be ap- 
pointed to thrash out difficulties and 
work up a new contract form, and 
in the meantime the article of the 
present contract most objectionable 
to the exhibs is being dropped. 

This means a blow to the prestige 
of the Chambre. Although Ameri- 
cans are represented in that body, 
and Henri Klarsfeld of Paramount 
was one of the delegates of the pro- 
ducers in the confabs with the dis- 
tributors, the Chambre is in general 
considered hostile. 

Further encouraging feature is 
that a shortage of usable films is 
being felt and boulevard houses 
which never hitherto played any- 
thing but French talkers are being 
forced into English versions. 








Sir Ben Fuller Into Production 
End, If Anzac Quota Law Is Passed 





Melbourne, April 20. 

Sir Ben Fuller will go in for pic- 
ture production if the government 
brings in a quota protecting Aus- 
tralians. Knight says that arrange- 
ments have been made with F. W. 
Thring, Efftee, Melbourne, to lease 
the studio and equipment for pur- 
pose of making screen versions of 
several musicals. 

Sir Ben has been financially in- 
terested in one or two locally-made 
talkers, and is now believed to be 
smitten with the solo production 
bug. F. W. Thring stated some time 
ago that he was through with pix 
making in Australia, unless the 
government offered some protection 
to the local man. ; 

If the quota goes through, and 
Fullers come into the production 
field, Thring may again return to 
pic making or else enter into an 
agreement with the Fullers to carry 
on. Thring at present is definitely 


interested only in legit and will 
carry on in this field. 
Stuart Doyle’s company, Cine- 


sound, will be the main opposition 
to the Fullers, although Fullers will 
locate principally in Melbourne. 

Believed here that should the 
government shoot a quota bill 
through many production units will 
quickly come into being and pro- 
duction work will advance consid- 
erably in Australia. 

Right now, picture making i6 on 


a pretty strong footing but with 
added protection from the govern- 
ment it is expected that film com- 
panies will be floated overnight in 
all States of the Commonwealth, It 
is this mushroom growth that is 
feared by one or two big leaders of 
the producing game in this country. 
They say that untold harm will re- 
sult from the rush by every Tom, 
Dick and Harry to break into the 
picture field. 

Feared, also, that the public may 
be exploited financially by a per- 
centage of go-getters who have not 
had any experience in the making 
of moving pictures, and that some 
of the proposed companies will 
quickly go to the wall, with stock- 
holders left to hold an empty bag. 

On the other hand, it is predicted 
that the government will protect 
the public fr . the influence of go- 
getters, and will introduce the quota 
system solely for the protection of 
those recognized companies already 
in operation in Australia. 

Stuart F. Doyle, Cinesound, has 
stuck out all along against a quota 
Doyle feels that Australian pictures 
should be strong enough to take 
their place with the rest of the 
world, and a quota should only be 
imposed when it could definitely be 
shown that the Australian  pro- 
ducers are unable to release prod 
uct although it measures up to fai: 





‘average entertainment. 


| 





Metro Mulls Producing Abroad: Mt 
London and Paris Both Possibilities 


7 


Metro is flirting with the idea of 
going into film production abroad 
and will probably come to a definite 
decision late this week. If going 
through with it, it will be the first 
time for Metro, this company hav- 
ing steered away from European 
filming despite all the other com- 
panies’ varied, and mostly 
trated attempts. 

Laudy Lawrence, M-G's European 
chief, arrives in New York today 
(Tuesday). Understood to be sim- 
ply a vacation and his annual h.o. 
look-see, but he will nevertheless 
be called in to add his views to the 
filming idea. Sam Eckman, Jr. 
company’s boss in England is also 
in New York and Arthur Loew, 
head of the entire foreign service, 
just returned from a European sur- 
vey several days ago. 

Pretty certain that M-G will make 
a couple of pictures on its own in 
England. It has, in the past, been 
buying quota films there from inde- 
pendents but now believes it will be 
better off manufacturing its own. 
That’s as a result of the successful 
experience United Artists has been 
having there via its affiliated com- 
Dominion and 


panies, British & 
London Films. 
What is being mulled now is 


whether or not company should*go 
in for the new tangent full steam 
ahead or not. Believed likely that 
it will be decided to produce in 
Paris as well as London, although 
the Paris thing may await a more 
favorable exchange situation. 


SEVERAL BIG YANK 
CLICKS IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, April 20, 

Fairly wet Lenten gave manage- 
ments nice grosses and trade con- 
tinues along the upgrade. 

‘I Was a Spy’ (G-B) will stop 
after three months. ‘Little Women’ 
(Radio) is a smash hit and will 
continue. ‘I’m No Angel’ (Par) hits 
its sixth week and is still strong. 

‘Alice’ (Par) and ‘Duck Soup’ 
(Par) securing good returns and 
are all set. ‘Red Wagon’ goes into 
a fourth week to very nice biz. 
‘Thark’ and ‘Hindle Wakes’ enter 
their second month with no signs 
of quitting. 

‘Queen Christina’ (M-G) is get- 
ting ouf the Garbo fans and will do 
well. ‘Only Yesterday’ (U) has 
given the Liberty a nice kickoff and 
looks set for a long run. Joe Mc- 
Curdy broke into the Lyric with 
‘Damaged Lives’ (Col) and pic is 
in its third week. 

Weekly trade has remained re- 
markably good with ‘After To- 
night’ (Radio), ‘Rafter Romance’ 
(Fox), ‘Ever Since Eve’ and ‘Hell 
and High Water.’ 


Marsh and Wilcox Over 
For U. A. H. 0. Confabs 


London, May 5. 

Hubert T. Marsh, chairman and 
managing director of British & 
Dominions, and Herbert Wilcox, 
B.&D. director of productions, sail 
for New York, May 25. 

B.&D. execs are bringing with 
them a print of ‘Nell Gwynn,’ which 
has just been completed. 


Par’s German Loss 


Berlin, May 2. 
Paramount in Germany closed 
the 1933 business year with a net 
loss of $81,200 as against a loss of 
$95,550 last year. 
Balance’ sheet totals 
against $439,250 previously. 




















$341,890 





Mex. Cinema Union 
Holds Up ‘Thunder’ 


Mexico City, May 11. 

Exhibition of ‘Thunder Over 
Mexico’ and debut of Teatro Prin- 
cipal, America’s oldest playhouse, 
as a cinema, were held up indefi- 
nitely as result of a boycott against 
the picture by the Mexican Cine- 
Employees Union, 
to Hollywood editing 


matographic 
which objects 
of the film 
Theatre ; ‘onal 
still deadlocked. 


and the 


union ate 
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30-DAY PRINCESS 


Paramount release of a B. P. Schulberg 


production starring Sylvia Sidney; Cary 
Grant, featured. Directed by Marion Ger- 
ing. Novel by Clarence Budington Kel- 
land: screen play, Preston Sturges and 
Frank Partos; adaptation, Sam Hellman 
and Edwin Justus Mayer; camera, Leon 
Shamroy. At Paramount, N. Y., week 
May 11. Running time, 74 mins, 
Nancy Lane 
Prrincess Catterina::+*+++*> Sylvia Sidney 
Porter Madison, 3d..........-- Cary Grant 
Richard Gresham.........-- Edward Arnold 
King Anatol....... oseeee Henry Stephenson 
Count Nicholaus............Vinee Barnett 
PSE iy Pe Edgar Norton 
Managing Editor.......... Robert McWade 
DEL: warweceueleosesons George Baxter 
Neat little picture. Combination 


Cinderella and Zenda theme against 
a contemporaneous American set- 
ting, replete with big business, bond 
flotations, enterprising metropolitan 
newspaper publishers, ete. It’s a 
combo that’s usually sure-fire and 
repeats again here. 

Even in the infrequent lapses 
where stark realism gives way just 
a bit to the musical comedy hokum 
of the basic premise, the merger of 
talents—histrionic, scriptic and di- 
rectorial—are sufficiently canny to 
make the auditor want to slight the 
lapses and believe it throughout. 
It’s just one of those yarns. 

The star, Sylvia Sidney, plays the 
dual stellar role most convincingly. 
The coincidence of the striking re- 
semblance to a visiting princess 
from some tiny Tyrolean principal- 
ity is one of those situations of 
fact and ffiction which Edwin 
Arnold, as the big banker, convinc- 
ingly plants through the medium of 
stating—as he Jooks out into the 
great city—that somewheres among 
those 8,000,000 people there must 
be another who looks sufficiently 
like the crown princess to imper- 
sonate her. 

The subterfuge is necessitated by 
an attack of mumps which would 
have halted the ‘good will’ tour of 
the foreign royalty contingent. 
Thus a very badly broke bit actress, 
Nancy Lane, finds herself the titular 





and a good physique. 
to know too much about acting, but 
probably won't have to. 

will probably go for him. 
porting parts 
splendid as 
and Bobby Watson gets his usual 
laughs as a nance dance director. 


release, 
story. 


writer into giving her a _ buildup, 
talks him into marrying her and 
even gets a baby. That last, is be- 
cause she has read in a book that 
actresses never are really great un- 
til they become mothers, It works 
with her. She gets her baby and 
becomes an overnight sensational 
star. Then she falls in love with a 
handsome young singer, leaves hub- 
by to go with him, is happy with 
him until he starts cheating and 
goes back. Her original hubby is 
by now shot and almost hopelessly 
lost, but they get together anyway, 
and all is well. 

Constance Cummings departs 
from her past work for the part of 
the girl and emerges a capable emo- 
tional actress. Her hair dressing 
is all wrong and it takes her quite a 
while to get into her stride, but 
when she does she bowls everything 
over. Paul Lukas as the husband is 
a natural, the part being pianola for 
him. Especially in the big renun- 
ciation scene with its ‘good-bye,’ lit- 
tle girl’ business. 

Picture uncovers a newcomer, 
Philip Reed, who has a sweet voice 
Doesn't seem 


The girls 

In sup- 
Cawthorn is 
manager, 


Joseph 
a theatrical 


Three songs are used and several 


musical compositions in addition for 
background nurposes. 
‘Heaven on Earth’ is the best. and 
looks headed for wide circulation. 


Of the songs, 


Kauf. 


LE GRAND JEU 


(‘The Full Deck’ 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, May 2. 
Films de France production and Pathe 
Directed by Jacques’ Feyder: 
continuity and dailog by Feyder and 


“~harles Spaak; music, H. Eisler; camera, 


Harry Stradling and Maurice Forster; as- 
sistant directors, 


Marcel Carne and Charles 
Pierre 


*30- , rj Ss.’ ’s | Barrois. Featuring Marie Bell, 
30 Day Prince - = aeog Pongo Richard-Willm. Georges Pitoeff, Francoise 
lapse is necessary un re 4 Rosay, Charles Vanel and Camille Bert. 
royal highness gets over her et Running time, 120 mins. At Marignan 
i i y royal | Paris. 
err at y af “ wrreres ’ PIOPORCE. cc cccccccccecaaseccccsns Marie Bell 
physog. Pierre Martel......... Pierre Richard-Wil!lm 
It is thus that the pseudo-prin- | nicolas........ Sx ncesata vars Georges Pitoeff 
cess meets the crusading young + arn (nevecesee eceeseee Sie soe poy ~ Baw 
g | Captain.......-cesee ovcen ae ; 
publisher and so the romance run Bernard Martel...... eusbseses Andre Dubosc 


its pleasant course. 

Against this situation are sundry 
sidelights, including Vince Bar- 
nett’s swell hoke; u comedy situa- 
tion with an $18,000 set of rare 
crystal glasses; a too enterprising 
reporter on Grant’s paper who is 
wise to the phoney princess, etc. 

Casting is tiptop. Miss Sidney is 
thoroughly convincing in the dual 
role. As a general thing these as- 
sigi ments border at one stage or 
ano.uer on the silly; here she’s im- 
pressive as the fraud and even more 
so when the denouement eventu- 
a... as it necessarily must in order 
to preserve the lily-white romance. 
Cary Grant sustains his manly end 
equally as well. 

The 74 mins. are not too long, 
careful scripting, montage and cut- 
ting combining to turn out a com- 
pact little picture which will enter- 
tain generally. The Sidney-Grant 
marquee pull should get ‘em and 
once in they’ll enjoy it. At the Par 
opening night the finale was heart- 
ily salvoed, not a usual occurrence 
at this Broadway deluxer. Abel. 


GLAMOUR 


(WITH SONGS) 

Universal production and reileaee. Fea- 
tures Paul Lukas and Constance Cummings. 
Directed by William Wyler. From story 
by Edna Ferber; screen play, Doris An- 
derson. Continuity, Gladys Unger. Musical 
numbers, Walter Donaldson, David K:atz- 
kin, Howard Jackson, Harry Akst. Camera, 











George Robinson. At Roxy, N. Y., week 
May 11. Running time, 75 Mins. 
Victor Bamkl...cccscoscccscvce -Paul Lukas 
Linda Fayne......- -.-Constance Cummings 
Lorenzo Valenti..cccccccseevees Philip Reed 
TDGER sc cccccesecece evcceccs Joseph Cawthorn 
NANG. ccccecccdos Covececceccsess Doris Lloyd 
Btevie..cwcccces eeeeveseses- David Dickinson 
a eee bbe caves eeceeeee Peggy Campbell 
Dobbs..... ewecedccces evcccceces Olaf Hytten 
Secretary......-+ b0ndeedevesees ese aa 
MOOSOIS. cc ccccccece COs tooverere Lita Chevret 
Forsyth...... sdccesovoccce AOR. Wines 
SE. bodes é-c00ene apetaehs wae nee Phil Teed 
Beommietr Paul. .ccccsdocecaces Luis Alberni 
ON EF Ee .-Yolta d‘Avril 
Miss Lang.. -..--Grace Hale 
Pritchard....... . ....Wilson Benge 
BRBTAIOs 5 6 bb eve c Kes esocesovess Louise Beavers 


Several things combine to make 
this picture a pretty safe b.o. bet, 
although it probably will just miss 
getting into the important class. 
For really big grosses it lacks the 
very things its title implies— 
glamour. It’s not glamorous, but 
just a good woman’s picture with 
a story that’s pretty much along 
usual and unoriginal lines. 

Film was adapted from a short 
story by Edna Ferber, but the 
adapters let it run away from and 
with them plenty. They improvised 
so much, that after cutting 15 min- 
utes from the picture between its 
Hollywood preview and its New 
York showing, it becomes a pretty 
mediocre yarn, It has splendid di- 
rection, exceptional acting, fine 
camera v- rk and a surprise element 


_in a hit song. 


Miss Ferber’s short story was one 
day in an actress’ life, a famous star 
so busy and occupied that she 
doesn’t even get a chance to see her 
baby. That’s just a sequence in the 
film, lots of padding having been 
placed fore and aft. It emerges as 
a yarn of an ambitious, but dumb, 
chorine who thinks she can be a 
famous star. She hounds a song- 


( 
Aziani..... odesecdecsscocesces Nestor Ariani 
FPeNOUX ..ccccecccsees 
Datville..cccccccccece 


yustin...... .Pierre Larquey 


eee eee eee eeee 


s0e5e% Florencie 






...-Line Clevers 
Cuses Olga 


Aichouch....ccseees Velbria 
Blanche. .cceccccsece .Francoise Rosay 
CORMNOME sco 00 ch 0enee0neescecssereee Vane 


At last a good French film, and 


about the Foreign Legion, at that. 
Jacques Feyder, whose big rep is 
still largely based on his silent ‘At- 
lantis,’ 
remains one of the few Frenchmen 
who can put together a picture of 
real quality, with a broad b.o. pull, 


shows in this one that he 


good for all kinds of customers. 
Subject is the French Foreign 
Legion, which has a grand romantic 
appeal but which has been tried be- 
fore with much less success. Beauty 
of this pic is that Feyder does not 
let the atmosphere run away from 
him. It’s about the Legion, all right, 
but it is not just a series of color 
shots of desperate heroes dying of 
heat and thirst. Emphasis is on the 
story, not on the color, yet Feyder’s 
tale is essentially one of the Legion, 
so thé atmosphere comes in right 
where it should, with full effect, and 
the yarn remains first of all a 
drama with genuine and compelling 
human interest. 

Pierre, who is crazy about Flor- 
ence and is keeping her in great lux- 
ury, has to duck from France be- 
cause he’s caught in financial 
monkey-business—a subject of cur- 
rent interest in France now. His 
obvious out is with the exiles of all 
the nations of the world in the 
Legion. His enlistment is shown in 
a few short sequences of marvelous 
effect, in which the desperate char- 
acter of the recruits is put across 
without ranting or slop. 

His buddy in the North African 
fighting ground is Nicolas, a Rus- 
sian, admirably played by Pitoeff, 
who has his own little legit theatre 
and who here makes his screen de- 
but. Nicolas typifies the Legion- 
naire who puts his past completely 
behind him and lives only as a sol- 
dier, courting death. 

Love story goes on when Pierre 
meets Irma, a prostitute following 
the Legion, who he thinks is really 
Florence, after an amnesia attack. 
He gets new life from her, and when 
his hitch is up and he has inherited 
some money he prepares to go back 
to France with her, when the real 
Florence shows up as he is about 
to take the boat. He then finds that 
without Irma it is no soap, and he 
goes back and dies a hero’s death. 

Richard-Willm, not yet an enor- 
mous b. o. name, shows qualities of 
real stardom—good looking, well 
built and capable of emotional act- 
ing. Marie Bell, of the Comedie 
Francaise and one of the femme 
mainstays of French films, does 
what is expected of her, and Fran- 
coise Rosay, who in legit almost 
succeeded in pulling Steve Passeur’s 
‘Black Beast’ out of the fire, gets a 
big hand as a hardboiled mamma 
running a joint in the desert. 

But most of all, the film shows 
what Feyder can do, and that he is 
big time. If there’s any public in 
America with a good knowledge of 
French and an appetite for solid 
stuff from over here, this film is for 





it. Stern. 





Miniature Reviews 





‘30-Day Princess’ (Par). Syl- 
via Sidney and Cary Grant 
very effective in a Cinderella- 
Zenda motivation which expert 
production and trouping makes 
both believable and highly en- 


tertaining. 
‘Glamour’ (U). Unoriginal 
story, but beautiful direction, 


splendid acting and fine pro- 
duction ought to make it a 
good b.o. number, with special 
pull from the femmes. 

‘The Crime Doctor’ (Radio). 
Good in every department, with 
mounting suspense. 

‘Change of weart’ (Fox). 
Gaynor-Farrell team in a slow- 
moving romantic item, sup- 
ported by James Dunn and 
Ginger Rogers. Misses. 

‘The Last Round-Up’ (Par). 
Exceptionally well made and 
actionful western with a Zane 
Grey motif. 

‘Laughing -"oy’ (Metro). 
Toucay theme and plot around 
an Indian prosty consorting 
with whites, before and after 
marriage, and below par as en- 
tertainment. Lupe Velez and 
Ramon Novaro. 

‘Drums o’ Voodoo’ (Interna- 
tional). All-colored feature, 
limited to race engagements 
and not even promising for 
that small field. 

‘Cheaters.’ (Liberty.) Not 
for the big time and dubious 
lower down. Short on _ story, 
but has some good playing. 

‘West of Divide’ (Mono). 
Nothing in story to indicate 
title, but doesn’t matter. Cow- 
boy stuff fit for twin bills. 











THE CRIME DOCTOR 


Radio production 
by John Robertson. 


and release. Directed 
Israel Zangwill story, 


adapted by Jane Murfin. At Rialto, N. Y., 
week May 9%. Running time, 75 mins. 

Dan Gifford....cccccece esses Otto Kruger 
AnGPA 2.0006 506696b000000 0p seen. Gnennen 
Eric Anderson.......e+e++s++++-Nils Asther 
Blanche Flynn...........-....Judith Wood 
PERSE . wcccscccces eseees. William Frawley 
District Attorney..........--- Donald Crisp 
Martin Crowder..........+.- Martin Conroy 
Kemp .......+..+++-3. Farrell MacDonald 
BlOOGBWOOd cccccccccccssecees Fred Kelsey 
TENGEN “Scnedcccccscceccacsns Sat Comme 





This holds together considerably 
better than the average picture 
based on ‘the perfect crime.’ It is 
excellently cast, well directed and 


mounted. The smoothness of these 
qualities enables it to gloss over a 
few glaring incredibilities and to 
sustain a continuously rising sus- 
pense. It is strong enough for some 
of the less important weekly change 
metropolitan theatres, 


In its present length ‘Crime’ has 
an epilog. This lets all that was 
built up in the audience mind down 
with a crude bang. In fact to many 
fans the epilog may smear the 
illusion of the entire picture and 
may hurt. Exhibitors, can use their 
own judgment as to a black-out. 


Right down the line, players do 
a thorough job, Otto Kruger, as the 
criminologist who utilizes his own 
knowledge for vengeance, especially. 

For the analytical the conviction 
of Anderson as the lover of the 
crime doctor’s wife, is too Holly- 
woodian. Perfect as the story would 
have the framing of Anderson, 
played almost gullibly by Nils 
Asther, it is apparent that the di- 
rector did not press -vitnesses to 
disclose the mystery woman for fear 
that the entire thematic structure 
would be badly shaken. 

The reaction of the doctor, upon 
discovering he has failed to regain 
his wife’s esteem after railroading 
her lover, is logical. His suicide, 
after submitting a sealed confes- 
sion to his confederates who lbe- 
lieved they had the right man, is a 
natural for a strong fade-out. 

Waly. 


CHANGE OF HEART 


Fox production and release. Stars Janet 
Gaynor and Charles Farrell; James Dunn 
and Ginger Rogers, featured. Directed 
by John G. Blystone. Based on novel by 
Kathleen Norris; adaptation by Sonya 
Levien and James Gleason. At Music 
Hall, N. Y¥., week May 10. Running time, 
76 mins. 

Catherine Furness...........Janet Gaynor 
Chris Thring................Charles Farrell 
Mack McGowan.......e0e..+..James Dunn 
Madge Rountree.. -.-.Ginger Rogers 





Harriet Hawkins....... +....Beryl Mercer 
Dr. Kreutzmann....Gustav Von Seyffertitz 
Ds bab4 une b dese be ++++++-Shirley Temple 


Greta Hailstrom............Irene Franklin 





The Gaynor-Farrell team is in a 
long shot this time. Its chances of 
giving the onlookers a thrill is no 
more remote than its chances to 
cash in at the ticket windows. 

‘Change of Heart’ also boasts a 
supporting team in James Dunn 
and Ginger Rogers, but they, too, 
are on the backs of a nag that 
never quite gets started. What 
makes the picture the more irk- 
some is the fact that it suggests a 
lot of possibilities at the start and 
later on but never seizes upon them, 





added nothing except performances 
by a quartet of players who had 
little to shoot for. Realizing this 
and other drawbacks that must have 
been evident from perusal of the 
script, John G. Blystone, the direc- 
tor, obviously attempted to make 
up for everything by injecting a 
sugary note of sweetness through- 
out. Occasionally it is too much. 
Picture runs 76 minutes and most 
of the time causes that tired f¢¢ling. 
There is so much detail of an unim- 
portant character overlooked by the 
cutter that it isn’t any wonder a 
view of the whole production seems 
like twice an hour and 16 minutes. 


Story is one of the simplest in 
thematic background and plot con- 
struction. It deals with four young 
persons just graduated from college 
who go to New York together to 
look for jobs and happiness. They 
get their romantic inclinations a 
little crossed, but in the end the 
Gaynor-Farrell team marries, Dunn 
has become a crooner, and Miss 
Rogers is living on inherited dough. 
There’s nothing else to it but the 
detail that pads out. 

Lines put out to fish in laughs 


haul up little. Included are Dunn’s 
wisecracks. Char. 


THE LAST ROUND-UP 


Paramount production and release. An 
adaptation of Zane Grey's ‘Border Legion,’ 
by Jack Cunningham. Directed by Henry 





Hathway. At Criterion, N. Y., on 25¢ 
grind. Running time, 60 mins. 

A rrr ee Randolph Scott 
Joan Randall..... eeecccee Barbara Fritchie 
oy ee | Coccescceceses Monte Blue 
Sam Gulden....ceces-. eeeesece Fred Kohler 
PU DENOGs wavs veccsacees Fuzzy Knight 
Co re er Richard Carle 
ee ee Barton MacLane 
DGEEEE ta c0beevedeeas Charles B. Middleton 
SU Sides tind dunes sessethee Frank Rice 
rar eeccvevecesosese Dick Rush 
os Be OS ere ‘Buck’ Connors 


Had this been released when the 
song of the same title was at the 
peak of its tuneful appeal, the name 
alone would have meant something 
at the box-office. Today the orig- 
inal Grey sales line, ‘Border Legion,’ 
would mean just as much, if not 
more, to that percentage of the 
populace to which ‘Round-Up’ is 
now wearying. 

Though well produced and 
manned, picture is still a western, 
not sufficiently big or original to 
stand up for a week’s run in the 
average key house, and yet impres- 
sive enough to establish itself high 
up on the quality rung of hard rid- 
ing screen material. 


Although Randolph Scott is billed 
above him, Monte Blue captures 
the most attention. Blue handles 
the gang leader role with a certain 
finesse not often denoted in players 
more accustomed to such parts. 


When they are not shooting up 
towns or being hunted down, the 
wayward legion impresses as being 
a happy lot wiling away carefree 
lives. No matter how many times 
they are routed the boys always 
appear with full traveling equip- 
ment sufficient to erect log cabins 
and what-nots as though they had 
access to a mail-order catalog. 

Paramount lined up many of the 
better known western faces for bits 
as well as important parts. Fred 
Kohler is in his usual ‘very bad’ 
man place, while Fuzzy Knight, as 
a disbarred lawyer, most of the 
comedy, along. with a _ prolonged 
death scene during which the 
theme song is repeated, Barbara 
Fritchie furnishes the feminine 
slant, which is the main excuse for 
Scott remaining in the action after 
his rescue by Blue. Waly. 


LAUGHING BOY 


release. Stars 
featured. 
Based on 
Adaptation, 
Musi- 


and 


Metro production 
Lupe Velez 


Ramon WNovarro; 
Directed by W. S. Van Dyke. 
novel by Oliver LaFarge. 

John Colton and John Lee Mahin. 


cal score, Herbert Stothart. Film editor, 
Bianche Sewell. At Met, Brooklyn, week 
May 11. Running time, 75 mins. 

ERUSRINE BOF occ ccvcccecece Ramon Novarro 
MERU SHEED. Ve beecdessedccsscaess Lupe Velez 
Hartshorne, ......0..+.+.William Dickenson 
Father... eececceeceess-Chief Thunderbird 
| eee eecceseess-Catalina Rambula 


Wounded Face.......... 
Yellow Singer............«.F. A. Armenta 
GE Ms ou 0 0008000060040 Deer Spring 
Red Man........ $906 00.090090%b008 Pellicana 


...Tall Man’s Boy 


This is the story, screened by 
Metro, which the New York censor 
board found objectionable. Scis- 
soring committee didn’t like the 
theme to begin with, but was more 
insistent about certain plot situ- 
ations. Whether or not the censors 
were right or wrong in their opin- 
ions, ‘Laughing Boy’ is below aver- 
age entertainment despite the 
handsome production and care it 
has received. 

Story is from an Oliver LaFarge 
book which won the Pulitzer prize 
for the best novel in 1929, and was 
purchased from Universal by 
Metro. ‘Laughing Boy’ no doubt 
read better than the screen results 
show. 





For one thing, the simulation of 
Indian accents, notably by Ramon 
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turning out to be a tame little ro- T lki Sh 
mantic ode to struggling youth. a ing orts 
At no point is there any real dra- Pt 
matic conflict, gripping situations 
or highlights that make for strong | MOORISH SPAIN 
entertainment, by way of laughs | Travelog 
or otherwise. 10 Mins. 
Fault lies, firstly, in the fact that | Stanley, New York 
the story possesses no important Van Beuren 
substance. Secondly, production Except for the last sequence this 


is mostly a series of short and long 
scenic shots without much scenery, 
Alois Havrille, credited narrator 
speaks clearly and covers more 
ground in an historical way than 
the camera imparts. That only in- 
dicates how far fetched as amuse- 
ment fare this subject is. Closeup 
shots of certain wall facades of the 
old Alhambra palace of the Moor- 
ish kings, of cattle on the plains, a 
girl sewing lacework and all with- 
out recollection of any specific lo« 
cale being named to identify where 
the films exactly were taken. Just 
another travelog. 

The only sound sequence is 
where Spanish women types dance 
uninterestingly and singing is heard 
against a castenet and guitar back- 
ground. Pretty chunky, those wom- 





en dancers. Nhan. 
THE PEST 
With James Barton 
20 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Universal 
Two full reels for Jim Barton's 


drunk and a fragment of his dance; 
which is about 12 minutes too long. 
Rest is filled in with a fair adagio, 
indifferent step dance and a very 
indifferent singer. 

Roof cabaret with Barton per- 
mitted to intrude with a souse. An- 
noys a couple at the next table and 
finally goes into his dance. Poor 
production which Barton cannot 
save with the material given him. 
Just a filler, 

Two earlier shorts recorded by 
the same title, one by Paramount 
and the other by Talking Pictures 
Epics. Chic. 


‘NEW DEAL RHYTHM’ 
Buddy Rogers 
Musical Novelty 
8 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

An all-NRA plug. There was 
nothing so good when Johnson's 
eagle first spread its wings and all 
of the companies were donating 
propagandic subjects. 

Buddy Rogers sings a bird theme- 
ster, all about the New Deal and 
re-employment, against a _  back- 
ground of girls waving their arms. 
After that the scenery moves into a 
precision routine, the girls spelling 
out the New Deal emblem. Just 
short enough to avoid being too 
long. Waly. 





Novarro, leaves something to be dee 
sired. Most of the time the star 
sounds like Maurice Chevalier. At 
other times his tongue goes a little 
Harry Burnsish. Lupe Velez, be- 
sides stealing the picture in other 
ways, runs far ahead of Novarro 
on handling the dialog. 

Thematic basis of ‘Boy’ is a red< 
skin girl who swings the handbag 
near the railroad tracks away from 
her people and continues to do this 
on the sly after marrying a young 
Indian who has capitulated to her 
paleface habits one night on a 
mountain top after getting stewed. 

Story thus mixes races, some- 
thing the screen has generally shied 
from. 
the girl plays a white man lover 
against her husband, and vice versa. 

In numerous instances, including 
those in the house maintained by 
the redskin girl near the tracks 
and out in the wide open spaces 
where she spends a night with her 
husband-to-be, the film apparently 
is cut. Picture originally contained 
a sequence where the girl spends 
the night out on the mountain with 
young Laughing Boy. That is now 
missing. 

Picture ends on hero’s discovery 
of the sin nest of his wife. His ar- 
row of hate aimed to the white 
man, reaches the wife’s instead and 
she dies in the moisture of the tears 
from both. 

An Indian type love song runs 
through the picture. A reprise fig- 
ures for the fade with. Laughing 
Boy standing over the grave of his 
wife. 

Exteriors interesting, together 
with McCoy Indians as atmosphere, 
some of whom speak flawless Eng- 
lish. Char. 


PRINCESS CHARMING 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Gainsborough production released through 


Gaumont-British. Directed by Maurice 
Elvey. In cast: Evelyn Laye, Yvonne 
Arnaud, George Grossmith, Max Miller. 


Running time 77 mins. Previewed Prince 
Edward theatre, London, April 25. 


are aiming at the Hollywood stand- 
ard of production but, generally 
speaking, they are not yet reaching 
it. ‘Princess Charming’ is another 
intelligent effort in that direction, 
and this excellent production, in 
good taste, is still just below the 
peak of excellence for which Holly- 
wood is noted. 


Even if Britain attains the 





(Continued on page 27) 
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Sylvia Sidney’s Best! 
“Sylvia Sidney comes 
through with her best per- 
formance in the best pic- 
ture she has had in many 
moons.” — Motion Picture Daily 


“Paramount's ‘Thirty-Day 


Princess’ makes a swell 


showing. It is squawk- 
proof and will make any. 


audience happy.” 
—Hollywood Reporter 


sa PAR 








A-1 Business! 


In Chicago, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, New York, 
Atlanta, Buffalo, Boston, 
Kansas City, New Orleans 
and A cities all over the 
country, "We're Not Dress- 
ing” is doing A-1, business . 
in A time. 


AMOUNT PICTURE 
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Giant Campaign! 

1. Entire score plugged for 
weeks on leading air pro- 
grams. Songs just reaching 
peak of popularity. 


2.Sensational exploitation tour 
by Earl Carroll in special 
plane to key cities of country. 





3. National advertising cam- 
paign, backed by nation-wide 
publicity. 





“Box-Office Bulls Eye!” 


“Chalk up a box-office 
bull's eye for ‘Little Miss 
Marker.’ It is a natural for 
first r uns. “"—Motion Picture Daily 


“ ‘Tittle Miss Marker’ cer- 
tain hit! Sure-fire enter- 
tainment I’ Hollywood Reporter 


“Shirley Temple is sensa- 
tional!” ~—Motion Picture Herald 
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Serer ore 


Many Happy 
Box-Office Returns! 


“KA near riot,/Many Happy 
Returns’ should spell just 


that at the box-office.” 
—Hollywood Reporter 





“This picture will un- 
F: : doubtedly garner plenty 
4 Bo of shekels at the box- 
; | | . office.” —Hollywood Variety 


| “Sixty-six minutes of 

a __@ high-speed laugh enter- 
= tainment.”’ 

—Motion Picture Daily 
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The Mosta of the Besta! 


Jack Oakie gives you another 
reason why his name is a house- 


hold howl...Dorothy Dell brings 
you a raft of new song hits. 


2 





— 


Alison. Skipworth, Arline Judge 
and Roscoe Karns add their 
talents to this musical fun-fest. 


And Ben Bernie and all the lads 
“shoot the works” on “Shoot the 
Works.” Yowsah! 
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TY HOUSE REVIEWS 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Puccini’s opera, ‘Madame Butter- 
fly,’ reduced to 70 minutes and 
played in three acts, is the stage 
show here this week. Otherwise 
there is nothing on the show but 
the picture, ‘Change of Heart’ 


(Fox), house having discarded all 
extras such as the newsreel in or- 
der to put on the operatic tabloidi- 
zation. 

If it appears ‘Butterfly’ proves a 
welcome change and finds sufficient 
supporters, the Hall will from time 
to time abridce other standard 
operas which lend themselves to 
presentation here. Going over many 
of the better known works in the 
operatic field, it is felt over here 
that a half dozen or more could be 
done. 

Opera in a picture house is a dar- 
ing experiment as done here this 
week, if nothing else. For one thing, 
patronage which likely would be 
attracted to a Gaynor-Farrell pic- 
ture such as ‘Change of Heart,’ the 
kind that has the shop girl in mind, 
may not care much for opera. And 
vice versa. Those who may stream 
in here to see ‘Butterfly’ are un- 
likely to want much, if anything, 
of ‘Change of Heart.’ 

Thus a qv-estion of booking in- 
volves itself. If in trying to get 
two diverse classes of business, 
with the picture hung out as bait 
for one group, opera for the other, 
will not keep too many on both 
sides of the fence away? 

Business Thursday night was not 
heavy, but throughout the audience 
the opera lovers were discernible. 
Knowing their op and where to ap- 
plaud, frequently they ssshed others 
who started giving the palm at the 
wrong points. Getting this class 
into the house through opera may 
get them into the habit of coming 
at other times. From that point of 
view the idea occasionally would do 
no harm. 

Hall's production of ‘Butterfly’ is 
beautiful, though it may have been 
a little shorter than 70 minutes and 
still retain enough of the highlights 
and story to. suffice. Before the 
show goes on Leonard Liebling, mu- 
sic critic, exvlains the plot, wise 
in view of the fact that so many 
picture patrons know little or noth- 
ing about opera. But he is on six 
minutes. Stirring music of ‘Butter- 
fly’ should appeal to all, including 
non-opera fans, while the famous 
duet ending Act I also stirs. 

Anne Roselle sings Butterfly, 
while the male lead is Myron Dun- 
can. Closing act in which Butter- 
fly learns her American husband 
has a wife of his own in the 
States, and she commits sui- 
cide a minute before he gets to her, 
proves rather touching, with Miss 
Roselle very capably handling the 
main singi>~ role. Duncan’s voice 
rise to the occasion nobly, but fre- 
quently he is very theatrical. 

Others include Edwina Eustis, 
Alfredo Gondolfi, Jan Marlo, George 
nen Davis Tulin and Dora Rine- 
hart. 

On change of scene from Act I to 
Act Il, girls in Japanese fan dance 
movements cross the stage in ‘one,’ 
revolving stage than taking the 
house from an exterior to an in- 
terior before the audience’s eyes. 
First act includes the most atmos- 
phere, with friends, relations, serv- 
ants and others filling up the stage 
for the marriage scene. 

Lighting excellent and Erno 
Rappe’s arrangement of the ‘But- 
terfly’ score fits the condensation. 

Effective with this show, the 
house advertising goes simplicity 
in an effort to get away from the- 
atricalism. Includes the _ current 
trailer announcing the stage show, 
which in composition, background 
and type is along class lines and 
has much smartness. Char. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


With Columbia's ‘Twentieth Cen- 
tury’ in the film spot it’s a two-way 
good show this week and the con- 
gregation gathered for the first Fri- 
day night performance filled most of 
the seats and spilled over into the 
boxes. Looks like business for a 
change. 

Long Tack Sam i. the topper and 
he sells his show like a pitchman 
vending hair straightener in a 
southern town on a Saturday night. 
Doesn't do much himself, bar the 
opening Ching Ling Foo production 
stuff, but he sticks around and sells 
the rest for all it’s worth and that’s 
not a little, for there is some hori- 
zontal bar work that is something 
to talk about in these days when 
stick actors are mostly with the 
circuses and hibernate in the win- 
ter. There are also a couple of 
handstands out of the ordinary. The 
dancing daughter does the ‘Cari- 
oca’ for a solid plunk of applause 
and the other collects what's al- 
ways given anyone who does the 
back bend and fiddles at the same 
time. About three-fourths of the 
act is just ordinary stuff, or would 
be if the Sam didn’t push it over. 
It's nice example of showmanly 
building all the way through, with 
nothing left on long enough even 
to tire, filling 22 minutes with 
plenty of what it takes. 

For once the Palace does not open 
with acrobats. First relay is Allen 





and Kent. not forgetting the parents, 
ghe latter collecting most of the ap- 
plause. Gettin, so that hoofers un- 
fortunate enough not to carry eld- 





ers are just out of luck. The boy 
and girl do a good routine of the 
modern day ankle-breaking stuff, 
but there’s a certain class to the 
parental struts that still gets them 
over, and it’s not alone their age. 
Off to a big hand that pointed up 
the running applause, and got the 
audience in the habit. 

Paul Gerrits carried on from there 
with his slick skate sliding. They 
were for him and his tricks in a 
large and audible fashion. Stuart 


and Lash, m, c. the show, but didn't | 


bother much. 

Violet Carlson had a little trouble 
making contact in spite of her 
Broadway popularity, and was not 
a real slug until she worked down 
to the dance which closes. That 
was all she needed to get next week, 
but the nicer points of her singing, 
in which she uses a well trained 
voice chiefly for comedy effects, 
did not seem co be appreciated. 

Stuart and Lash, with a stingy 
canter for Barbara O'Neal were 
next to shut. Over nicely with the 
opening stuff, but making their big 
collection on the Mills Brothers 
imitation, though it’s getting a bit 
old. It still gets over, so what? 
Act was hurt a little by using the 
glass and water gag between other 
turns, but it’s so stale it might very 
well be dropped. They surely ought 
to be able to think up a better one. 

Helps not a little that the bill 
blends nicely this week. 

In addition to the feature the only 
film is Pathe News. Not counting 
the overture, show runs 69 minutes, 
with Dave Mordecai getting time to 
play a selection all the way through, 
which ought to be a novel sensa- 
tion for him. Usually they clip him 
to a couple of minutes. Chic. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 11. 
Backed by a typical spread 


through the Hearst papers on a 
Clark Gable picture, ‘Manhattan 
Melodrama’ (MG) plus’~ Gloria 


Swanson on the stage, the Chicago 
is spelling box-office once more. 
According to the standards of re- 
cent months the house started off 
to terrific biz, though its pace at 
the opening would have been called 
only average business two or three 
years ago.. Miss Swanson comes 
in particularly well-plugged, stories 
having been running wild through- 
out the dailies for the past two 
weeks, 

That Swanson has a _ box-office 
angle was demonstrated at the Fri- 
day first show when the femmes 
started rushing to front seats as 
soon as the flicker flashed ‘the end.’ 
They wanted a close-up of the 
Swanson beauty secret, also a closer 
view of the Swanson gown. And 
the gown drew applause and men- 
tion in the show itself. 

Miss Swanson’s turn is separated 
by the newsreel from the stage 
show proper and brings the vaude 
portion of the performance to the 


close. She's on ‘just ahead of the 
picture, which is 1934's next-to- 
closing. Is doing the courtroom 
act. 


Regular show continues with the 
big production revival which B. & K. 
has feautured for the past four 
weeks. With a picture like the cur- 
rent flick house can afford to give 
the customers plenty of flash and 
lots of production for sock. To 
the customers who came in for 
‘Melodrama’ it’s okay stuff. 

Show is labelled ‘Old Vienna’ and 
in many respects is old home week. 
Particularly it’s welcome-back week 
for Joe Griffin, who for years went 
with the lease. He's here this week 
warbling in four spots in the 
presentation. They recognized Grif- 
fin when he made his entrance. He 
still fits into a Chicago presentation 
on rep and pipes. 

Also on the stage was Hans 
Muenzer, who came up from the 
trench this week to fiddle for the 
matrons who for years now have 
been sighing over his fiddle-playing. 
Titted into a sequence about ro- 
mantic Vienna, he was a natural, 
particularly in his MHeildelberg 
uniform. 

Outstanding in the show were the 
Hudson Wonders. These girls have 
reached the apex of novel and 
startling dance specialty work, es- 
pecially on the control and acro- 
batic routines. They do many bits, 
all top-notch and inimitable. Ar- 
ranged, costumed and orchestrated 
in exceptional manner, this act has 
the right to play any theatre and 
will bring them out of their seats 
every time. This usually conserva- 
tive house went into bravos for the 
act. 

Two other two-acts were spotted 
in the show. For comedy there was 
Mac and LaVelle with their drunk 
knock-about turn. In the usual 
manner of pratt-falls intermixed 
with genuine acrobatic stuff, but an 
act that’s entertaining. Maurine 
and Norva are a ballroom dance 
team who lack grace, finesse and a 
routine, They appeared to a dis- 
advantage here. 

Fred Evans dancers (line) as usual 
remained at their high level. Evans 
has worked out an excellent ‘Merry 
Widow’ sequence for this week's 
show, though it ran somewhat over- 
length in a performance already 
loaded with dancing. 

Cherniavsky didn’t have an over- 
ture all to himself, but his direction 
of the band during the ‘Vienna’ 
presentation was a standout. 

Gold. 





PARAMOUNT, N., Y. 


The sundry theorems about new 


faces and where's the new talent | 


coming from; the complaints 
against the too frequent repeats of 
stage names and acts. around 
Broadway, and all the other theo- 
ries anent the shortcoming of vaud- 
film are forcibly sustained by the 
current show at the Broadway Par. 
It's a Q.E.D. in the reverse manner. 
For it’s a corkinge stage presenta- 
tion, intriguing principally because 
little of it’s been around. 

Freshness of talent is such a 
rarity around the Broadway de- 
luxers that it imbues any stage 
presentation with an _ additional 
aura of glamour and novelty. 


That four of the acts are noticed 
under New Acts is something ex- 
traordinary in itself. That doesn't 
count the Four Betty Boop Girls 
who are a sort of freak throw-to- 
gether to capitalize on the Helen 
Kane legal imbroglio. Nor does it 
include Freddie (Pansy) Sanborn, 
alumnus of the old-tirhe Jack Mc- 
Lallen nonsense, who has been 
around and recently returned from 
London. Sanborn is one of those 
interrupting clowns, who, when he 
finally gets to his comedy xylophon- 
ing, has built himself up into a 
good-humored key spot and more 
than adequately sustains expecta- 
tions by his individual talents. 

The Boopers are the current sub- 
features to Phil Harris and his or- 
chestra. Why Helen Kane wasn’t 
booked with the Nos. 1-2-3-4 road 
companies of the boopery clan is 
a natural the Par overlooked. While 
Miss Kane lost the legal decision 
in her $250,000 damage suit against 
the Par-Max Fleischer cartoon se- 
ries, it might have been an in- 
genious way for both litigants— 
victor and vanquished—to capital- 
ize on an expensive prosecution and 
defense. Par might have in a 
measure compensated its booping 
antagonist for her costly prosecu- 
tion and at the same time cashed 
in on its own defense costs. 

Then again perhaps Par had the 
right idea, for after seeing how in- 
volved four boopers can get, may- 
be Miss Kane would have showed 
‘em up so badly that the audience 
would have awarded her the de- 
cision. As it is, Mae Questel, the 
current ghost-voice for Fleischer’s 
cartoon character, and her three 
predecessors, Bonnie Poe, Margie 
Hines and Little Ann Little boop 
the audience into unconsh, so it’s 
just as well. 

Stage setting is country-clubbish 
with the band on stage and the 
regular orchestra trench wmeta- 
morphosed into a nite-clubby ring- 
side with the 16 girls and eight 
boys at small tables. The femme 
lines comes on the rostrum for a 
‘Beat of My Heart’ number and 
okay, while the vocalizing male oc- 
tet groups in the pit. 

The vernal pathway from stage 
to the trench, where another mike 
is stationed, is good showmanship 
to get across both personalities of 
Phil Harris and Leah Ray. Each 
is reviewed under New Acts. They 
are a joint combo on the air and at 
the Palais Royal nitery (recently 
closed), which was Harris’ last cab- 
aret engagement in New York. Al 
Bernie, another nite club recruit 
(he’s Rudy Vallee’s protegee at the 
Hollywood restaurant, N. Y.) is 
under New Acts, as are Georgie 
Tapps (formerly with a company), 
and Moore and Revel. 

Show is bullish on comedy, usu- 
ally a rare quality, but here almost 
a bit too abundant. It’s also over- 
board on running time, an hour and 
five minutes gross, and with it, it’s 
also too long on the take-off stuff. 
After the Bernie youngster gets 
through milking the ether name 
roster with his ‘impressions,’ the 
Mae Questel attempts at ZaSu Pitts- 
Mae West fall decidedly flat. 

Show in toto runs three hours, 
‘way overboard, but subject to con- 
siderable judicious pruning, espe- 
cially by slicing some of Bernie's 
stuff which, while good, can out- 
wear its welcome if not curbed. 

Newsreel and trailers supplement 
the feature celluloid, ‘30-Day Prin- 
cess’ (Par), okay flicker. Abel. 


STATE, N. Y. 


With ‘Tarzan and His Mate’ 
(MG) on the screen, State evidently 
figured it an opportunity to shave 
its stage budget to the point where 
it hurt. Nothing happens on this 
five-acter until the night-cap turn, 
which almost makes up for all the 
shoddiness up front. 

In the 25 minutes the Phil 
Spitalny all-girl band is on the 
stage there is sufficient entertain- 
ment to satiate the most discrim- 
inating clientele the State gets, and 
the State’s audiences are notori- 
ously as cold as the Palace crowd 
is sympathetic. This is a turn to 
be conjured with; a noveity, a po- 
tential attraction, and perhaps one 
of the best combinations of its kind 
on the variety boards today. 

Twenty-one girls make up the 
actual instrumental end, but 27 sit 
on the bandstand. Remaining girls 
are split up as two vocal soloists, 
both excellent; a good harmony 
trio, and a corking blonde acro 
buck-and-winger. Added to this is 
the above-average music for a 
femme outfit and the eccentric ba- 


{ 
tonning of Spitalny, whose 











manship in front of a band has| 
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show-| LONDON PALLADIUM 


been proven before with male S| Lond yn May l. 
gregations. Management seemingly is ignor- 
One notable feature of the act is|ing that old bugaboo—the barring 
the comparative lack of brass, but | clause otherwise Kenneth and 
eight pieces being included Re- | George Western could never have 
mainder are strings, with seven vio- | been on the bill. Team has played 
linists predominating. As a unit} London Pavilion Garrick and V ic- 
and in solo and combination bits | toria Palace, all opposition, so often 
the band scored all the way, with j it did not look as though they would 
a legitimate encore called for but |ever be allowed to play this ace 
|house. Four BEssedras are another 


not delivered at the evening show 
Friday. 


As for the rest of the layout, little |a fortnight 


can be said in its favor. Gautier's 
Top Shop is a cute opener, but the 
four trick ponies and ft.ve dogs are 
meant mainly for kids, something 
the State rarely draws. With ‘Tar- 
zan’ on the screen, though, the 
usual precedent may be upset. 

Hal Young, deucing tenor, is 
noisy to say the least, his fine ap- 
pearance being the main thing in 
his favor. Following him is a neat 
little dance flash headed by Davy 
Jones and Peggy Lee, which bogs 
down only when Jones attempts 
comedy. When dancing, either by 
himself or with Miss Lee, he clicks. 
So does the featured team, Dean 
and Joyce, in their two routines. A 
girl pianist makes up the rest of 
this turn. 

A deuce spot act hardly ready 
for graduation to the next-to-clos- 
ing frame is holding down the chief 
comedy spot. Mells, Kirk and How- 
ard, the former of the Mills, Kirk 
and Martin act, mildly pleased the 
audience with their knockabout, 
and mild comedy attempts, but this 
was largely due to the complete ab- 
sence of laughs until their entrance. 
They present little that is original. 

Show in its entirety runs 64 min- 
utes. Biz opening night was hardly 
good, the balmy weather undoubt- 
edly acting like a small-pox sign on 
the box-office. 


NEWSREELS 
(EMBASSY, N. Y.) 


Reels have an abundance of fresh 
fruit currently, judging from the 
selections made by newsreel the- 


tres. 

Hitler is back, despite all the talk 
that reels had decided to keep him 
on the shelf. He’s shown at a dis- 
tance, however, with what are pre- 
sumably May Day mobs on all 
sides. Paramount got through some 
carefully edited scenes of Paris 
rioting, close-upping one bloody 
nose, while Universal was on hand 
when a student fell during a shoot- 
ing in Havana. 

Newsreels can stir up a hornet’s 
nest among nations easier than 
newspapers. This is illustrated in 
the debt situation. Senator John- 
son follows up Chamberlain's black 
boast for England with a strong 
denunciation of escaping the red by 
ignoring obligations. There was a 
glint in Chamberlain’s eye and a 
vigorous shaking of Johnson's fist 
which only the screen could con- 
vey. Next week someone may be 
willing to assume a war pose for 
any of the reels. 

Although Pathe calls it a special, 
its coverage of the Kentucky Derby 
was more a close-up of the N. Y. 
colonels than the race. Jack Ali- 
coate made a nice screen debut and 
Jack Connelly, Pathe squire, and 
nearest the camera, looked a little 
nervous. By the time the crew got 
to the horses they were at the far 
end of the field. It impressed as 
though some lone camera perched 
"way back in the grandstand fol- 
lowed the trotters. 

Insul, entering jail, was caught by 
Pathe. Seemed as though the war- 
den had let the boys make lighting 
arrangements hours in advance. 
The deposed magnate had nothing 
to say. 

While U staged one on the army 
turning back mail deliveries to pri- 
vate airlines, Pathe turned the sub- 
ject over to its chart man who dia 
his usually good job in showing that 
while the country is heavily lined 
with ether routes, only 3% of the 
population has risked air rides to 
date. 

Hearst promised some _ action 
when it showed a real news sub- 
ject, that of Italy’s King and the 
lawmakers. But it quickly sagged, 
leaping back to the vault for some 
more of that ancient can brand 
about Australia, Japanese dancers 
—€¢ven Niagara Falls. 

If the newspapers didn't make it 
clear why Helen Kane lost her 
booper education the reels did. They 
lined up five other booping girls, 
and they booped out a chorus of 
Kanes. 

Entertaining study of an airplane 
pacing a cruiser was afforded by 
Par. This reel covered it from both 
perspectives. 

U got views of the Balkan coal 
mine disaster, less gruesome than 
ordinarily, but leaning toward the 
graphic side of reactions of fami- 
lies immediately after they had 
identified their dead. 

Two New York fires also got out 





camera crews. Other subjects: 
West Point, Staten Island plane 
landing, gaer-Carnera' signatures 


Columbia-Yale race, Woodin fun- 
eral, William Jennings Bryan un- 
veiling, army planes, young Rey- 
nolds as tobacco king, rough wre 
tling out west. Waly. , 


act taken out of the ‘bar. It’s only 
since they played the 
Alhambra. 

Getting headline honors is Greg- 
ory Ratoff. Submitted to the man- 
agement a few weeks ago, he was 
turned down, management claiming 
never having heard of him. With 
shortage of headliners looks like 
bookers have studied Ratoff's activi- 
ties, since they list eight films he 
has played in the last 18 months, 
Ratoff is doing the George White's 
‘Scandal’ sketch, with two local 
supports, the high pressure sales- 
man who peddles everything, from 
insurance to bromo-seltzer. Support 
is weak, but film star gets over on 
his personality. His dialect is also 
very funny. At $1,250, Ratoff is 
the cheapest headliner here in 
years. 

Supporting bill has several re- 
peats and Gene Dennis as a hold- 
over. Four Essedras, Continental 
acrobats, are cxcellent openers, 
with three men doing most of the 
work. Best bit is laddder on pedes- 
tal with wire attached, one end of 
wire held by teeth of one man, with 
the other two performing some dif- 
ficult balancing feats atop the lad- 
der. 

Dick Henderson, with some new 
gags, a couple of new songs, and 
for a finish a burlesque of ‘Tip-toe 
Through the Tulips.’ 

Wilson, Keppel and Betty, )am- 
ciled in for the Alhambra but 
grabbed by General Theatres which 
has options on them, are still a 
laugh hit. Betty is doing a new 
version of a cooch dance that is 
pleasing, while the boys have added 
plenty of new stunts. 

Hutch, another doing a quick re- 
turn, indulges in semi-sob ballad 
singing with a sincerity that gets 
them. 

Gene Dennis, in her second week, 
is bringing a new clientele to this 
house with a goodly sprinkling of 
women. As a whole, house is inter- 
ested in the offering. Miss Dennis 


might study her ‘mike’ delivery, 
which sounds a little metallic. 
Otherwise she seems _ sufficiently 


realistic to inspire confidence and 
eontroversy. Goes on tour for 30 
weeks, 

Falls, Reading and Boyce, with 
Falls replaced by a local gal due to 
diphtheria, seemed to have been 
fortunate in getting replacement. 
Gal does very intricate Russian 
steps on her toes, which helps. 

Kenneth and George Western, 
couple of boys who are popular in 
London niteries, were one of the 
biggest clicks of the evening. Boys 
have that silly ass personality which 
is always an asset. Write their 
own songs, pretty blue but clever 


lyrically, and put over a number 
Looks like they will be fre- ~ 
quenters here, with danger of being 


100%. 


overplayed. 

Ted Ray, wisecracking and play- 
ing violin, is always surefire here. 
Has about the best gags of any 
single around, and seems to have 
the best pick of what’s being un- 
loaded on Broadway. 

Closing is 
band. Somers has about the best 
personality of English band leaders. 
Indulges mostly in semi-straight 
numbers. Feature number is ‘Hun- 
garian Rhapsody.’ Was on too late 
to show his real worth, with several 
departures to his music. Bad policy 
to close with a band here. Consid- 
ering weather and many repeats, 
business, which was about 90% 
capacity, very good. 


ROXY 


Only four acts wound into the 
current Fanchon & Marco show at 
the Roxy, but all good and nicely 
assembled into a pleasant hour’s en- 
tertainment, even if somewhat 
padded. 


Probably most important separate | 


item on the show is Del Campo, 
radio singer who can go places on 
the stage. He's one of the few 
etherites to come up who doesn't 
seem to be worried by footlights or 
audiences. Settled right down to 
work, sang and danced as though 
he’d never heard of a mike. 

Campo’s numbers were none too 
wisely chosen. He did three, only 
one of which suited him. He's 
Latin, with romantic appearance 
and appeal, but with plenty of ac- 
cent. ‘Carioca’ -is right down his 
alley. 3ut ‘Boulevard of Broken 
Dreams’ is another story, even with 
the splendid backing and production 
buildup the theatre gives him for 
the number. 

Show starts calmly enough with 
the line of girls aad the Six Can- 
dreva Brothers marching on. Girls 
are more prop than anything else, 
the sextet starting right on blowing 


their horns. They’re expert trump- 
‘ters and get over some interesting 
effects, especially with the ‘Lucia’ 
sextet 
Nash and Fately, comedy dance 
'team, have an easy time following 
Bie be and short girl romped 
(Continued on page 29) 
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Babies Again of the latest short subjects, and is For ‘20th Cent’ die trade over Lenten and secured Works the Busses 
: making strong play in the ads that lta , great results. a 4 : 
One of the best spring and early|the public is invited. House is ; Cincinnati. Special ‘Alice’ parties were! Exhib with a house drawing from 
summer stunts is the baby contest] blaring 6 Pp. m. Mondays as the Novel four-way pix plug wor a thrown daily with ‘goodies’ given | a number of smaller spots is ar- 
Some years ago a Brook-|time when all the trade reviewers | PY RKO and Keith’s (Libson) with| +, aii kids attending. Theatre| ranging to tap the territory with the 


by slide. 
lyn manager put one on and had 
trouble getting it off again. His 
photographic co-operator talked him 
into two prolongations because he 
was making so much business out 
of the stunt. 

Under this set-up mothers took 
their children to the theatre for 
entry, and received cards entitling 
them to a sitting for the child ata 
nearby photographer’s. From this 
the camera mugg made up a slide. 
He also sent proofs to the mother, 
at a moderately ~-iced dozen and 
half-dozen rate, though the card 
expressly stated that purchase of 
prints was not obligatory. 

Sets of 10 slides were shown each 
half week, with the winner of each 
run eligible for the finals, which ran 
a week. Winner received a baby 
carriage and other articles promoted 
from the merchants, and the con- 
test ran three months; which was 
entirely too long, though the in- 
terest held up. 

Votes were on one for each nickel 
basis, to take care of the sliding 
scale of admissions, and the vote 
ran surprisingly high. Mothers who 
complained that the photographer 
did not do their children justice 
were permitted to enter slides made 
by other studios, but at their own 
expense. Only three mothers took 
advantage of the offer, but it made 
the house and the photog clear of 
charges of favoritism. 





Heavy on ‘Cargo’ 


‘Wild Cargo’ (RKO) opened at 
the Music Box with more ballyhoo 
than house manager has given any 
pic in several months. Exploitation 
and publicity was started three 
weeks in advance and the burg was 
Frank Buck conscious and ready to 
go at the gun. 

Tie-up was made with Collier’s 
representative whereby dodgers 
were distributed announcing the ar- 
ticles running in the magazine and 
coming film. Another tie-up with 
Camel cigarets, explaining reason 
for Buck’s lack of nerves. Placards 
were on display at all cigar stores. 
Two thousand tracing sheets were 
distributed to school kids, with 
prizes for the best picture of Buck 
and Tiger. Colorful pennants were 
worn by all theatre employees for 
two weeks advertising the pic. A 
eix-sheet bulletin was given to peo- 
ple on downtown streets by news- 
boys on opening day. Their cry of 
‘EXTRA—Wild Cargo arrived in 
town’ left no doubt with anyone 
within mile what it was all about. 
A series of articles written by Buck 
Was run in a local sheet. 

The climax was a pet parade. 
Every kid who had a pet was on 
hand, and Noah’s Ark must have 
been tame compared with the con- 
glomeration nature displayed. 





‘Wild Cargo’ Zoo 
Los Angeles. 


One of heaviest exploitation cam- 
paigns put on here for a picture in 
years was that staged by Jack 
Gross, with the help of Ken McGaf- 
fey, for RKO’s ‘Wild Cargo.’ 

Three days before pic opened 
Gross has his femme crew of usher- 
ettes on the downtown streets, at- 
tired in extra short white panties, 
distributing 40,000 pieces of gum 
secured through a_  tieup’ with 
Beechnut. 

First portable daylight projector 
was installed in the outer lobby, 
equipped with an automatic opera- 
tion device whereby a _  250-foot 
trailer with sound was run con- 
tinuously, and projected on a glass 
screen over the main entrance. 

Lobby was transformed into. a 
miniature zoo, with several speci- 
mens of tigers and lions procured 
from the local Zoological Gardens. 
Three thousand store tieups were 
made in conjunction with Camel 
cigarettes, and dozens of other ex- 
ploitation stunts were worked. 





Out in Seattle 
Seattle. 

Photos of Larry Ross (prints) 
handed to all outgoing customers 
at Fifth Avenue as advance bally 
for ‘Melody in Spring’ (Par) and 
Al Pearce gang in person, used as 
extra advertising. 

Fans handled deftly by the ush- 
erettes at the Paramount used to 
bally for Jay C. Flippen, week 


prior. When fans opened reading 
thereon called attention to the 
Flippen show, Morrie Nimmer 


thinking this one out, for some nice 
attention-getting. 





Shorts on Preview 


Art Abelson at the World theatre 
has worked out a plan which he 
hopes will waylay that strange in- 
terlude of slack attendance between 


five and seven around the dinner 
hour. Theatre has instituted an 
hour tor weekly trade screenings 


and exhibs must see the shorts, and 
the public might as well get in on 
this treat for the regular admission 
price. 

At the first showing last Monday 
the screenings included six shorts, 
and plan is to take a full hour of 
screenings. At least has the trade 
talking, but whether or not the pub- 
lic wants to add an hour to an al- 
ready three-hour long program re- 
mains to be seen. It’s Abelson’s 
problem as to how to work out the 
schedule for the increased program, 
but begins to look there aren't 
enough hours in a day what with 
two features, news, trailers, and 
now another hour of shorts. 


Cold Money 


Getting out a stage money throw- 
away for a money title, a manager 
had the inspiration to offer tickets 
for sale for $500, which meant 50 
of the spurious bills. It was his 
thought that the youngsters would 
ask the adults for their bills and 
so create word-of-mouth advertising 
for the pictures. It was a good 
thought from some angles, but the 
manager did not know kids as well 
as he should. 

As soon as the idea was spotted 
the boys followed the distributors 
around and extracted the bills from 
letter boxes before the intended re- 
cipients had even seen them. Other, 
and larger, boys held up the distribu- 
tors and took their entire supply 
away. In an issue of 5,000 bills 
not more than a quarter fell into 
adult hands. As an exploitation 
idea it was a loss. , ‘ 

The same thing holds good with 
most attractive advertising.- The 
children follow the distributors and 
pick them up before they fall into 
the proper hands., Even where they 
had no redeemable value they are 
gathered in. 

Only the other afternoon a cou- 
ple of children were spotted in one 
of the suburban streets with about 
200 blotters apiece. These had been 
slipped partly under doorways and 
extracted by the kids before they 
could have any effect. Other chil- 
dren had smaller quantities. They 
took them home and probably most 
of them eventually were thrown out 
as cluttering the house. 

Novelty advertising should be dis- 
tributed with extreme care, and this 
goes double for anything possessing 
a redeemable value. 





Fixed Up 


Manager who works in with the 
school teachers pulled a niftie after 
he caught VARIETy’s recent West- 
Durante version of ‘Romeo and 
Juliet.’ He hustled over to the Eng- 
lish teacher and offered three ticket 
prizes to the best version of Ham- 
let’s soliloquy as any picture come- 
dian would do it. Class has until 
the end of the month, but they’re 
laughing already. Manager plans to 
get a local boy to deliver the top 
prize winner as part of the show 
when the tickets are awarded. 

Not to boom any particular show, 
but he feels that it is more impor- 
tant to keep his house in the lime- 
light than any two-day attraction, 
and he shapes his gags, as far as 
possible, to run for the theatre rath- 
er than the show. Lasts longer and 
seems to do more good. 

Recently he connected the art 
Class for the best completed picture 
of the Venus of Milo, with arms, 
with orignality of pose the criterion. 
Had a sample picture of the actual 
statue on display and the sketches 
had to conform to that exact pose. 

Manual training was given a 
rchance at cash prizes for the most 
original bird house recently, and 
there are frequent contests for com- 
positions. 

Keeps him in solid with the school, 
and at the same time gets the the- 
atre into the home, since it’s all 
home-work. 





‘Real Tie-Up 
Baltimore. 

Herb Morgan, Loew’s pub pusher, 
slipped the ad man of a large loop 
department store an idea and pro- 
moted a show window as result. 
Had store bedeck the window with 
flashy array of spring ties, braces, 
socks, etc., whole representing an 
eye-compelling maze of gaudy hues. 
In background, solid-brown ties 
were pinned together, spelling ‘Viva 
Villa’ against a white sheet. Down 
front in window, small placard pro- 
claimed, ‘A man can also have color 
right here in staid ol’ Baltimore.’ 

Same window-dressing idea can 
be worked out nicely for many 
flicks, but a red-hot one currently 
sizzling down the pike is ‘We're 
Not Dressing’ (Par). With beach 
season approaching, stores are fea- 
turing displays of swim-suits and 
other informal garb that would 





tie-in aptly with picture’s tag. 





Times-Star on ‘What the 20th Cen- 
tury Girl Should Be’ contest, with 
$50 in cash prizes, split $20, $10s 
and $5s. Contestants to write 250- 
word essa on conception of make- 
up of 20th century gal. Money sup- 
plied by theatres. Paper devotes 
two quarter-page spreads and four 
days of three-column news breaks, 
with art. One yarn had John Bar- 
rymore selecting Carol Lombard and 
telling why. Another quoted Walter 
Connolly choosing Ginger Rogers. 
Roscoe Karns tabbed as for Joan 
Crawford, and Edgar Kennedy for 
Francis Dee. Besides ‘20th Century 
Girl,’ there were blurbs for ‘Finish- 
ing School,’ ‘Sadie McKee’ and ‘20 
Million Sweethearts,’ all showing at 
same time. Idea by Wes Kaufman, 
Columbia exploiteer; E. V. Diner- 
man, RKO p.a., and Lew Heck, pro- 
motional man for Times-Star. 


Kennedy Sold It 


Montgomery. 

Dick Kennedy, southern manager 
for Wilby chain, came back to his 
home town this week, and put over 
White’s ‘Scandals.’ Tieups with 
street car company; two newspa- 
pers, department stores and bill- 
board advertising. 








Down Under 
Sydney. 
To get a break with ‘Alice in 
Wonderland,’ Charles Munro, co- 
head of G. T., plugged hard for kid- 





forced to open each day at 8:30 
a. m. for the first show. Original 
costumes used in the production 
were paraded to the delight of the 
youngsters. 


Par’s If-Money Tieup 

Paramount publicity has tied in 
to the Order of Veiled Phophets, 
which has 150 ‘grottoes’ in as many 
cities, with memberships composed 
entirely of Masons, though not in 
itself masonic. 

Each Grotto desiring can select 
a representative to be entered at 
Atlantic City during the session of 
the Supreme Council. The winner, 
who will be selected for ability to 
entertain as well as looks, will be 
crowned ‘America’s Personality Girl 
of 1934,’ but Paramount does not 
promise she'll be given a job. 


Hint for Theatre 


Ames, Ia. 

The piece de resistance of the an- 
nual Veishea program of Iowa State 
college, a bathing beauty contest, 
is taboo, college heads having no 
objection, however, to the naming, 
and crowning of an ‘aquatic queen.’ 

So it’s on the slate, designation 
alone being out. The parade will 
lose some of its shapeliness though, 
for the contestants will do a splash 
and strut their stuff in the H20 
as a part of a swimming circus, 
Contestants limited to sororities and 
dorm girls. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Los Angeles. 

New pic house in Santa Monica 
(nearby beach town) will be com- 
pleted by May 20. Fred Miller will 
operate. 

Columbia’s Western division won 
top honors in a 17-week sales drive 
just concluded. Salt Lake, in the 
division, led all national exchanges 
with Los Angeles sixth. 


Akron, O. 

Dick Wright, manager of WEB 
Strand promoted to northeastern 
Ohio district manager for Warners. 
Seven theatres in Akron, Youngs- 
town, Canton, Massillon, Coshocton 
and Mansfield under Wright's di- 
rection, 








Los Angeles. 

L. A. Levitt has acquired the 
Granada (picts) at LaJolla, Cal., 
from Westland Theatres, buying 
out the interests of Dave Bershon, 
and the estate of Joe Goldberg, de- 
ceased. 

B. H. Lustig has withdrawn from 
his contemplated partnership with 
Harry Hartman in a reopening of 
the Orpheum, San Diego. Hartman 
having some difficulty getting the 
lease worked out and deal may be 
called off. 





: Butler, Pa. 
Hary Ganz transferred to main- 
ager of WB _ Butler, succeeding 
George Roberts. 





Los Angeles. 

San Carlos, nabe picts, sold by 
Arnold Schaak and Herman Lewis, 
to W. James Edwards. 

Standard Talking Pictures closing 
the Videll (Calif.) airdrome after 
four weeks, due to lack of trade 
Same company reopening its house 
at Morro Bay June 1, and its Tent 
City, at Coronado Beach, June 15. 





Pittsburgh. 

Harry Ganz, of WB’s Philadel- 
phia division, transferred to Pitts- 
burgh district to take over man- 
agership of Butler theatre, Butler, 
Pa. He succeeds George Roberts, 
who will probably be sent else- 
where by circuit. 





Waterloo, Ia. 
Jerry Inch transferred by Tri- 
States from Strand, Waterloo, Ia., 
to the Grand, Ottumwa. Bob Ful- 
ton, formerly at the Grand, goes to 
the Strand. 





Jeffersonville, Vt. 
Jeffersonville theatre, dark since 
1930, has ~eopened. 





Portland, Ore. 
The Circle Theatre, indie grind 


and Portland’s oldest all-night 
flicker palace, has gone to a dime 
policy. 

Col. S. T. Woodlaw’s Columbia 
Gardens, beer and screen enter- 
tainment, »nened May 4. 

Walter Siegfried, new owner of 
the Old American, has decided 


there shall be no Sunday night per- 
formances. 

The latest attraction at John 
Hamrick’s Music Box is a union 
picket. Union wants the house to 
add an engineer to the personnel, 





Syracuse. 


With conclusion of roadshow en- 





gagement of ‘Rothschild,’ the Civic, 
recently taken over by Kallet Thea- 
tres, Inc., of Oneida,, went double- 
feature in opposition to the neigh- 
boring RKO Strand, top 25c. Civic 
replaces Schine’s Eckel in the 
double-feature ranks, latter revert- 
ing to singles. Paramount is third 
house playing duals. 





Winnipeg. 
John T. Fiddes appointed general 
manager of Universal Theatres 
here, post recently vacated by death 
of Ellis C. Bostick. 





William A. V. Mack to Cincinnati 
in charge of United Artists sales, 





Minneapolis. 


L. O. Daniel and J. E. Harris have 
been appointed manager and as- 
sistant of the Century theatre, just 
reopened. Both transferred by Pub- 
lix from the Minnesota theatre. 





San Francisco. 


Golden State chain transferred 
Bill Moore from the Irving, Frisco, 
to the G. S. offices in Oakland as as- 
sistant to Mark Keller, Joe O’Con- 
nor coming in from the Monterey. 
to replace at the Irving. 





Pittsburgh. 
Virginian theatre, Wheeling, W. 
Va., taken over by George Otte, 
manager of Pitt here, who will di- 
rect activities from Pittsburgh. 





Buffalo. 

A second eviction judgment in 
City court here obtained by owners 
against the Chippewa Theatre Corp. 
of New York and Shea Theatre 
Corp. for $7,200 for current month’s 
rent of the Great Lakes, now dark. 
Last month the owners obtained a 
similar judgment after which Chip- 
pewa paid up. No plans for reopen- 
ing theatre. 





Pittsburgh. 
Harry H. Goldstein, manager of 
Paramount exchange here, named 
district manager in Cleveland, suc- 
ceeding Eddie Fontaine, who moves 
to Chicago branch, taking the post 
vacated by the elevation of Charles 
Reagan to Par’s western division 
manager. Succeeding Goldstein in 
Pittsburgh is his assistant, Dave 
Kimmelman, member of Par sales 
force here for 13 vears. Incidental- 
ly, departures of Goldstein from 
Pittsburgh and Fontaine from 
Cleveland will leave Variety Club 
chapters there without a president. 

Both of them now hold that office. 





Asheville, N. C. 

Fire, starting in the projection 
room at Horn’s theatre, Forest City. 
N. C., Saturday (12) night, did more 
than $1,000 damage before firemen 
could extinguish the blaze. W. L. 
Horn is owner and manager of the- 
atre. His son, ‘Buster’ Hogn, was 
operating the machine when the fire 
started. He was burned about the 
face by acid used in the chemicals 
3uilding was insured. 





Syracuse. 

The Happy Hour, downtown sub 

sequent run house, taken over by) 

George S. Smith, operator of the 
‘Novelty; Harry Rose, manager 





school buses during the summer. All 
of these operate under contract and 
are not owned by the school boards, 
so the are free to take 
contracts as may not 
interfere with the collection and de- 
livery of the kids. 

Idea is to split the week so that 
each three-day bill will be fed from 
each section. On Monday towns to 
the north will be tapped. They'll 
come up from the south on Tues- 
day and the smaller east and west 
towns drawn from on Wednesday. 
Last half of the week the schedule 
is repeated except that the east- 
west towns also come on Friday in- 
stead of Saturday. 

Bus drivers will sell tickets at a 
10c increase, with a dime cut from 
the theatre, which will give the op- 
erator 20c for fare. Some towns 
have been working this all the year 
around with good results, the buses 
being idle after 5 o’clock, by which 
time all the children have been re- 
turned to their homes. Figured it 
brings in people who do not own 
cars, or whose cars are in demand 
by other members of the family, and 
it’s worth the price concession to 
get them in. 

In one town last year, during the 
cold weather, the drivers were given 
checks good for a cup of coffee at a 
restaurant near the theatre. This 
was a free service, the restaurant 
figuring that if they came in for 
coffee after the cold ride into town, 
they might want a snack before 
starting home. Bus allowed for an 
hour in town after the show. 


operators 
such outside 





Surprise Flash 


For the opening of ‘Viva Villa’ for 
New York, Metro used cloth for the 
front, mostly yellow letters on red. 
Effective, but rather cheap-looking, 
but it doubly enhanced the value 
of the permanent front when that 
was disclosed. 

The idea might be adapted to 
advance for some big feature, put- 
ting up a handsome, painted an- 
nouncement and covering it with 
a plain cloth announcement that 
the curtain hides the most im- 
portant film announcement of the 
season, which will be unveiled on 
a stated date. It will make for 
interest, and the unveiling of the 
announcement can be made the oc- 
casion of a ceremony, with the 
mayor or some other official doing 
the honors to the accompaniment 
of a band, or at least, a band record 
through the loudspeaker. 

It might be even more effective if 
the announcément fs placed in some 
store window; parucularly if the 
theatre is not located in the center 
of things. It should work as 
strongly as the undated poster, and 
that’s been a standard occasional 
for years. 

Another good grag would be to 
use a less ornate display and cover 
it with white newsprint, with the 
announcement that it will be dis- 
closed in a few days. Long before 
that the curious will have ripped 
the paper, making the display more 
attention-compelling than had it 
merely been placed in the lobby 
without ceremony. To get the best 
result it should be well toward the 
front and where the doorman will 
not deter the curivuus. ¢ 





June Walks 


Mayday parties are so frequently 
rained out that the June Walk is 
superseding it in many northern 
spots, but whichever it is, it’s a 
honey for a house catering to the 
family trade. 

It’s just another name for a pic- 
nic, with the kid club, if there is 
one, skipping a meeting, while the 
members are taken to a park or into 
the country, with the mothers going 
along to supervise. Ice cream can 
generally be promoted and either 
other light refreshments can be 
provided or the children told to 
bring their own lunch boxes. There 
must be ample provision of clean 
drinking water, cooled, but not too 
cold, and a program of races and 
other sports and games is laid out, 
The general idea is to give the 
youngsters a thoroughly good time 
as a goodwill gainer for the theatre. 

Frequently in the larger towns 
the :o-operation of the playground 
director can be obtained for pro- 


gram making and possibly super- 
vision. Unless the club is a large 
one, it. would be well to include 
other children in the party. 

Trick stunts are better than 
straight sports. A three-legged 
race will be more diverting than a 


straight dash, and they'll enjoy egg, 
potato and similar races, ball games 


between the girls and boys, with 
a soft ball in use when the girls 
are in the field; wheelbarrow races 
land similar events. 

Depression has cut the number 
of these parties in late vears. Now 


is a good time to revive them, 
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RADIO CITY ATTRACTION 
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The blazing stars of 
“Cimarron” inthe rash 
romance of history’s 
most charming rogue ! 





RKO 
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Picture 
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ANDY DEVINE 


Henry Stephenson 
UNA O’CONNOR 
















Directed by William Wellman from 
the “stories by E. W. Hornung: 





OPENS THURSDAY, MAY 17th Meda tek C.: Cooper presentation. 
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Expect General Admish Reduction 
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Comprehensive Reorg. Plan All 
Set for Par-FWC Theatre Pool 





The road is paved for a compre- 
hensive reorganization plan. be- 
tween Paramount, Fox Film and 
Fox-West Coast in connection with 


Pacific Slope Theatres leased by 
Par to Fox in 1930 and subsequent- 
ly, in 1932, the subject of a dispute 
between both. Fox disclaimed all 
liability in connection with the 
original 1930 agreement, alleging 
breaches by Par and since then 
many hours and considerable money 
has been spent trying to straighten 
out the situation. 

Believing that a new agreement, 
which in its printed form is over 
an inch thick, will be satisfactory to 
all concerned, the Par trustees have 
set May 21 as the date on which 
approval of courts and creditors will 
be sought. No opposition is antici- 
pated. The new agreement includes 
many provisions of a retroactive na- 
ture in connection with new leases, 
rental deals, Paramount film fran- 
chises and other arrangements. 

Involved are seven former Pub- 
lix Coast theatres. The houses and 
the rents under the original Par- 
Fox leasing deal of Dec. 10, 1930, 
are Paramount, $217,743; California, 
$159,051; St. Francis, $30,121—all in 
San Francisco—Paramount, Oak- 
land, which was in course of con- 
struction then; Paramount, $97,891, 
and Rialto, $39,727—both in Port- 


land; and the Paramount, Seattle, 
$120,854. Original leases were for 
20 years, excepting’ in Portland, 


where they expire Aug. 13, 1934. 

In the Oakland deal, the house on 
completion was to be deemed under 
sublease to Fox under identical 
terms and conditions of an under- 
lying lease, Fox to make reimburse- 
ments to Par for costs in connec- 
tion with leasing and to deliver one- 
year notes to cover, with options 
for another year. 

Rent was paid on the two Port- 
land houses up to Sept. 30, 1932; 
on the other five up to Nov. 30, that 
year. On expenses to Par in con- 
nection with leasing, construction 
and equipment of the Par, Oakland, 
computed by Par at $433,796, plus 
interest of $4,953, Fox disputed the 
correctness of the audit, and the 
trouble began. When Par went into 
receivership in January, 1933, Fox 
disclaimed all liability under the 
agreement covering total of the 
seven theacres, claiming Par broke 
the contract by non-execution of 
subleases and by transferring pro- 
duction and distribution to separ- 
ate subsidiaries in November, 1932. 

The Par equity receivers, insist- 
ing Fox was obligated, in March, 
1933, made an agreement that all 
net incom. from the theatres under 
lease to Fox be paid the receivers. 
Since then various negotiations 
have gone forward toward a settle- 
ment of controversies arising out 
of the original deal. . 

Subject to Approval 

The plan that’s now finally ready 
for adoption has to be approved by 
the Par creditors as well as by the 
F-WC trustees and that chain’s 
bankruptcy creditors. 

On the three San _ “Francisco 
houses, »x is to -ay $114,299 as 
back rent from Dec. 1, 1932, to 
Feb. 28, 1933, while for the period 
from March 1, 1933, to April 30 
tht year, rental is to be adjusted 
on a basis of net income of the- 
atres, aggregating $50,000. 

New leasing arrangements are re- 
troactive to then, with Fox as lessee 
of all three for a period of 10 years. 

Rent on the Pur, San Francisco, 
is to be $87,500 a year except dur- 
ing the period from July 1, 1936, to 
June 30, 1941, when rental will vary 
between $105,000 and $112,750. This 
permits a substantial breathing 
spell on rent for Fox for a couple 
years. 

tent on the California, S. F., is 
to be $35,000 to Sept. 1, 1935, and 
$42,500 thereafter, while on the St. 
Francis it will be $75,000 a year 
without variation. 

New film franchise for Par prod- 
uct includes most of the downtown 
S. F. houses of F-WC and runs for 





10 years from May 1, 1933. The 
bonds on the Paramount, S. F., have 
been readjusted under the plan, and 
reorganization of the issue on the 
California is under way. 

A provision of the plan so far as 
Frisco is concerned is that for each 
year to June 30, 1943, F-WC is to 
pay Par an amount equal to 37%% 
of the aggregate net each year from 
operation of F-WC theatres in the 
downtown area, including houses 
Par has nothing to do with. It is 
planned to organize a new company 
to take over the operation of these 
houses. If loss occurs any year it 
is to be recouped out of future earn- 
ings. 

- On the Par, Oakland, the proposed 
compromise of various controversies 
includes withdrawal of two claims 
by the landlord, aggregating $2,200,- 
000, and transfer by Fox of all 
rights, title and interest in equip- 
ment and furnishings to Par.. Then 
Par enters into an agreement with 


Solano Theatre Corp., Ltd., subsid-. 


iary of F-WC, and transfers its 
rights in equipment, etc., to this 
company for $390,000 in notes up .o 
1941. 

Par Film Franchises 

Par franchises on film here is for 
15 years under the plan, while ‘the 
new lease is for 15 years at an an- 
nual rental of $70,000, with an op- 
tion to F-WC to renew for five 
years. 

On the Paramount, Portland, the 
new rental deal is for $55,000 a year 
up to’ October, 1943. Two landlord 
and mortgage claims, each for $53,- 
000,. in connection with the Par, 
Portland, will be withdrawn and the 
new deal made up through a new 
corporation, Paraport Theatre Leas- 
ing Corp., 75% of the stock of which 
will be owned by F-WC, balance by 
Paramount. Paraport also is to own 
all the capital stock of Portland 
Amusement Co., lessee of the Lib- 
erty there. 

Plan includes a Par picture fran- 
chise for 10 years in both Portland 
and Seattle. Rialto in Portland does 
not figure, since it has been re- 
possessed by the landlord, but under 
the plan Fox is to pay $35,030 as 
back rent on the Portland duo and 
Seattle singleton. 

A claim against the Par, Seattle, 
for rent, taxes, insurance, amount- 
ing to $88,456 and against Par, will 
be released under a tentative agree- 
ment with the trustee of the bond 
issue, nature of which is not de- 
tailed. What the new rent deal on 
Seattle will be isn’t indicated. 

On closing of the agreement cov- 
ering the reorganization plan, Fox 
is to pay Par $17,500 to apply 
against unpaid film rentals, with 
final adjustment of total account to 
be made by 60 days later. 

Other provisions include that F- 
WC will be released from Par 
claims filed against it when F-WC 
went into bankruptcy; that all dis- 
putes will be arbitrated; distribu- 
tion of Par pictures will be limited 
on opposition against Fox in im- 
mediate zones; that in the event of 
a breach of warranties and cove- 
nants, Fox indemnifies Par against 
any loss and that Fox agrees to re- 
new notes of Famous Players Cana- 
dian aggregating $693,000. 

Trustees of Par will ask authoriz- 
ation to pay Lawrence Stern & Co., 
Chicago banking house, $15,000, for 
representing the Par trustees on 
negotiations with committee repre- 
senting bondholders of Granada 
Realty Co., Frisco, resulting in an 
adjustment of the issue and on 
negotiations leading up to the new 
Oakland arrangements. 








RUGGLES-BOLAND’S NEXT 


Hollywood, May i4 
People Will Talk,’ 
Ralph Spence, has been added to a 
duo of other stories recently bought 
by Paramount for Charles Ruggles 
and Mary Boland. 
Norman McLeod will direct 
and Kent Taylor and Ida 


original by 


‘Peo- 


ple’ Lu- 


pino are spotted for the juve leads. | 





CIRCUITS JOIN 
GIVEAWAY RUSH 


Illinois Exhibs in Meet to 
Settle Premiums — Indies 
in Panic as Circuits 
Threaten Bigger and Bet- 
ter Gratis Nights—South 
Bend Has Doubles at 10c 
Besides Free Dishes 


MERCHANTS SORE 





Chicago, May 14. 


Getting nowhere but getting 
plenty excited, the Illinois exhibitors 
last week spent a hectic afternoon 
fighting over the premium problem 
which is developing into a panic 
throughout the midwest. Congress 
hotel meeting place boomed with 
pro and con arguments on the mat- 
ter with no vote being taken on the 
majority feeling on the matter. It 


‘will likely be left to the grievance 


board for this territory to decide 
whether or not to allow premiums. 

But the problem gets bigger each 
day as more and more houses join 
the parade to give-aways. 

This bugaboo is stalking film row 
and keeping exhibitors awake at 
night. Starting slowly in a couple 
of isolated spots the premium give- 
away thing has developed into a 
major worry with the circuits now 
threatening to go into the give- 
away policy on a big scale. 

Under the code the question of 
premiums is left to the individual 
distribution territories. As set 
down in the code rules the ques- 
tion of premiums must be settled 
by general vote either way. Pre- 
miums must be okayed or killed by 
a 75% majority of each of the two 
branches, independent and circuit. 

Give-aways are covering prac- 
tically the entire field in this ter- 
ritory and range from raffles to 
presents for everybody. Dishes are 
popular with the exhibitors, also 
table-ware of all kinds. What par- 
ticularly intrigues the exhibs on 
these items is that it can be built 
up into a run with the women com- 
ing back each week to get another 
article to build to a set. 

Besides there’s a flock of kid 
appeal stuff from candy to athletic 
goods on Saturday afternoons. The 
men don’t figure as many tests 
have demonstrated that men won't 
come to a theatre just to get a 
free article. 

Kitchen Items 


Strong at present are two kitchen 
items, the electric refrigerator and 
the range. The auto giveaway 
which was so powerful two years 
ago had died off though with the 
increased pressure locally there are 
signs of a reviving interest in tnt 
stunt. 


Exhibs for the most part are 
against the giveaway thing as 
strictly non-showbusiness. The 


smart exhibitor can’t see where 
giving away achina cup and saucer 
is show business. Not only that but 
the exhibs are finding that they are 
making a flood of enemies among 
the regular merchants of their 
neighborhoods who are howling 
that the theatres are stepping on 
their toes by giving away to the 
public free articles which the mer- 
chants must sell. 

South Bend, Ind., is a particular- 
ly hot spot for such business ethics. 
In that town the exhibs are 
double featuring, cut-rating and 
chopping admissions to lOc besides 
throwing in a set of dishes or some 
table linen for each femme admis- 
sion. Some attempts have been 
made to straighten out this situa- 
tion but nothing lasting has come 
out of the numerous 
which have been held. 

Exchanges are sitting tight and 
staying out of the picture on the 
claim that their only concern is the 
double feature or 10c admish; that 
if the exhib wants to add to his 


meetings 


overhead it’s his own worry In 
many theatres where the pictures 
ire costing $10 and $12,540 the e xhib } 


handise¢ 


is giving away mers 





In Midwest on 


Md. Nixes ‘Blonde’ 


Baltimore, May 14. 

Maryland censor board has put 
the finger on ‘Unknown Blonde,’ 
indie flicker, prohibiting the pic 
100%. 

Gold Medal Film Co. appealed the 
ruling Friday (11), securing signed 
order from Chief Judge Dennis of 
City Court cir2cting the board to 
answer the appeal before May 19, 
and set the case for hearing on May 
22, at which time the jurist will re- 
view ‘Blonde’ at the Board's projec- 
tion quarters and render a final de- 
cision. 


DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN 
IN TOUGH SHAPE 


Downtown Brooklyn is taking the 
meanest licking of its life. Busi- 
ness apathy has become so bad that 
now the RKO Albee may drop vaude 
for the summer, while the Warner 
Strand is going into double fea- 
tures, with every house, including 
Loew’s Metropolitan, fearful. Albee 
has put up a two weeks’ notice as 
protection in case it wants to close 
or change policy sudde ‘iy. 

Paramount darkens Thursday 
(17), but the Fox, which also posted 
notice to close that date, is going 
to try to amble along on a week-to- 
week basis. Like the others, not 
expecting any miracles just now, 
the Fox could give up whenever it 
wanted to on a week's notice. 

Should the RKO Albee drop its 
stage shows or shutter for the first 
time since built, this wold give the 
Met an even more open field. House 
has the Metro product and plays 
five acts of vaude on a full week. 

Hard hit for some time now, the 
Strand cut its seale to a 40c top a 
couple of weeks ago, but finding 
that isn’t turning the trick, goes to 
a dual policy for the first time in its 
history Friday (18). 

Closing of the Par will make Par 
product available to the Albee, plus 
what RKO now has tied up for 


+ 














Brooklyn, including Columbia and 
Universal. 

Strand will change weekly instead 
of going to a split under duals. 


Scale remains at 40c., cut from 50c. 





New Group Takes Over 
Bryson’s Old Studios 


London, May 65. 

Consolidated Studios, Ltd., for- 
merly the Whitehall Studios, in 
Elstree, has been disposed of to a 
group of Manchester business men 
who have formed a company titled 
North Gate Trust, Ltd. 

Studio was once owned by Jimmy 
Bryson, former head of Universal 
Films here, and Lawrence Evans, 
and purchased by them for $125.000. 
Selling price said to be nearer 
$200,000. 

Alexander Korda, who has leased 
the studios to take shots for his 
‘Don Juan’ picture, starring Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Sr., is still in posses- 
sion. N.G.T. intends to make struc- 
tural alterations which will include 
the erection of another stage 


TED LEWIS’ WB SHORT 
Hollywood, May 14. 
Warner has signed Ted Lewis 
ind band for a Vitaphone Techni- 








color musical starting in two 
weeks, 
amount of $40 and $50 nightly, 


with each item costing from 7-l5c 
apiece, This angle is making many 
exchanges sit up and take a slant 
at the situation and some are be- 





ginning to state that a portion of | 
that extra overhead should go to 
pictures, 


}side member. 


New Zoning Setup 


Chicago, May 14. 

Wholesale reduction i: admission 
prices throughout the midwest is 
imminent. Break is scheduled to 
occur as soon as the Code Authority 
publishes the new zoning setup for 
this territory. 

Zoning board of this exchange 
center has thrice postponed the pub- 
lication of the final zoning setup, the 
postponements having been due to 
various instances. The final post- 
ponement came at the request of 
Balaban & Katz, which asked that 
the meeting scheduled for last Fri- 
day (11) be switched to today (Mon- 
day) on the grounds that it needed 
the extra week-end to prepare its 
zoning proposals for the Chicago 
territory. 

It is understood that the B. & K. 
proposals will carry a request for 
sweeping reductions in admissions 
throughout the release schedule, 
with the possible exception of the 
loop district. Feeling about the 
loop is that the prices can stay up 
at the present levels during the Fair 
rush. 

However, for the rest of the re- 
leases, particularly those immediate- 
ly following the loop runs, those 
named A-week, B-week and C-week 
plus the eight weeks of general re- 
lease, it is reported that B. & K. 
will propose a 10c chop right along 
the line. This would bring 
A-week top price from 50c to 40e, 
B-week from 40c to 30c, and so on 
down the line. 

It is the aim of these ace nabe 
houses, whether circuit or other- 
wise, to cut admissions without for- 
feiting priority in the release sched- 
ule and protection over the subse- 
quent run theatres. 

Meeting today (Monday) is under 
the chairmanship of Henry Herbel, 
Universal manager and Film Board 
of Trade president, and with Judge 
Hugo Friend sitting in as the out- 
Judge Friend’s in- 
ability to appear caused the post- 
ponemer of the meeting scheduled 
for last Thursday (10). Following 
the publication of the general zon- 
ing system as set up by the zoning 
board all interested parties may ap- 
pear before the board with objec- 
tions or changes, if any. 


H’WOOD UNIONS FAVOR 
CANAVAN AS IA PREZ 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Pronounced movement to back 
William F. Canavan for presidency 
of the IATSE in opposition to Wil- 
liam C. Elliott at the Louisville con- 
vention election during the first 
week in June is developing here 
among the Local 37 membership as 
a result of the studio strike fiasco 
Lew C. G. Blix, business agent of 
Local 37, will go to the Louisville 
session as accredited delegate. Likely 
also that James E. Shaw, outstand- 
ing critic of the present IATSE ad- 
ministration’s policy, will .Jso at- 
tend to scatter fireworks from 
Hollywood. 


Hollywood May 14. 
Producers’ association has chosen 
its slate of alternates for the Agency 


code committee, which’ awaits rati- 
fication of Divisional Administrator 








Rosenblatt before becoming effect- 
ive, 

fecommended for the alternate 
berths are Louis B. Mayer, Harry 
Cohn, Joseph Schenck and Carl 
Laemmile, Jr., from the majors, and 


Nat Levine, representing the indies. 
At the same session the producers 
re-elected Fred Beetson president of 


Central Casting Corp, E. H. Allen 
first v.-p. and treasurer, and Carl 
Laemmle, Jr., second v.-p. 


Allen's berth combines the vice- 
presidency formerly held by Wil- 
liam Frazer and treasury spot filled 
by Sol Wurtzel. Irving Thalberg 
was the former second v.-p. 


the 


Re eg te 


— 


ne tenes gy ene 


wre 


alt ane 








pacientes ae Some 


« 
bs 


se eropaememmet 


smi wesw vo rote 


* 


seats 











ADM 0 AGEPC HAL BANE TRIG See SUD 








$7 A oh ACRE Mead: cance alll gel inamege i 
a ate cemcnrsne Sp 
i a ~_ - — a = a ee - 


is amsnibtealin cael ee 
om 


te ed Nee ee 





A 
eri 
b \ 
y 
; ° 
4 


cay ess Perea 





edit a 














“Did you 





ever see a 
Dictiona 
walking... 
well we 


did! 


























gets Fat Words! 


Oh, what a hit! Coast Preview Sensational! 


HOLLYWOOD REPORTER says: 


“A smart honey. A sophisticated wow. This picture will have 
millions of customers well satisfied and with that well-fed 
look. A murder story with a brilliant cast, brilliant script, 
brilliant direction and photography that tells story in no mean 
terms. Let it be shouted from roof-tops that writing, acting 
and direction all spell movie with capital M. So let us hasten 
good work of handing out bouquets. Wm. Powell has time 
of his life, elegant detective who never finds himself sober 
enough to have it interfere with his work. Powell is great and 
your patrons will revel with him. Myrna Loy makes positive 
the fact that she should stick to being a comedienne.” 


COAST VARIETY says: 


‘***Thin Man’ is sure-fire ace entertainment. Rating is cinched 
for all type houses by top names, class production, expert, 
direction, outstanding performances and smart balance of! 


TARZAN 
AND HIS MATE. 





MANHATTAN 
MELODRAMA 


humor and murder mystery in a story which holds suspense 
in masterly fashion. It is perhaps screen’s best approximation 
of that brand of exciting mystery which has given this type of 
tale sustained vogue in literary field and for this.achievement 
Hunt Stromberg deserves big share of credit. Wm. Powell gives 
strikingly human and suavely humorous performance. Myrna 
Loy is superb.” 


MOTION PICTURE DAILY says: 


“Smartly concocted for big audience reactions with a confi- 
dent tempo and sly, boisterous humor, ‘The Thin Man’ is one 
of the finer mystery melodramas. Adapted from Dashiell 
Hammett’s widely publicized novel, the film attains a non- 
chalant unfoldment, carefree surface action with volcanic 


smouldering underneath. W. S.Van Dyke’s direction is a model 


of plot movement and laughter. Hunt Stromberg’s production 
is topnotch. All together, it is a swell, satisfying show.” 





LEO MARCHES ON! 


Tuesday, May 15, 1934 
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PRINCESS CHARMING 


(Continued from page 14) 


heights aimed for, it will suffer by 
comparison with Californian pro- 
duction until such time as more at- 
tention is paid to scenario prepara- 
tion. Here we have a charming ro- 
mantic story, musicalized, of a 
princess whose country is in the 
throes of a revolution. She has re- 
ceived an offer of marriage from 
the king of another small continen- 
tal country and, although she has 
never seen him, she accepts, in a 
spirit of loyalty on the representa- 
tion to her such an alliance will 
save her people. 

A stern, handsome, wom in-hating 
naval officer is sent by the neigh- 
boring king to escort the princess 
to his country. Commander arrives 
while they are in the midst of a se- 
rious uprising and, in order to save 
the princess from being slaughtered, 
marries her at the embassy of his 
own country. As the wife of the 
country to which he belongs, the 
populace would render themselves 
liable to annihilation if they harmed 
her. Commander then escorts her 
to his king, who declares it will be 
a mere formality to annul the wed- 
ding and asks the naval officer to 
sign such an annulment. He re- 
fuses and he and the princess es- 
cape across the frontier. 

Whole thing is neatly and amus- 
ingly worked out through the me- 
dium of Evelyn Laye as the prin- 
cess, George Grossmith as the king, 
Yvonne .Arnaud as his ‘favored 
lady’ and Max Miller as a wise- 
cracking insurance agent who turns 
out in the end to be an escaped 
lunatic. 

But the picture finishes with the 
lovers escaping across the border. 
Nothing is said of what becomes of 
them—whether the princess returns 
to reign over her own councry, or 
whether the naval commander, hav- 
ing lost his job, ever gets another 
one. 

Evelyn Laye is beautiful, 
well and is a definite draw here. 
Yvonne Arnaud’s laugh is_ such 
a satisfactory chuckle that one 
is always with her and never 
against. Grossmith has played this 
type of monarch so often he can do 
it admirably standing on his head. 
He did the same part in the orig- 
inal stage version in New York. 
This Max Miller fellow, recruited 
from the variety stage, is forging 
rapidly to the front in pictures. He 
registers marvelously. There is a 
very funny satire on Hitler played 
by Ivor Barnard. 

Picture is certain to yield a hand- 
some profit on its native soil./olo. 


DRUMS O’ VOODO 


(NEGRO CAST) 
Produced by Louis Weiss, presented by 
Robert Mintz, released by International. 
J. August Smith and Laura Bowman fea- 


sings 


tured. Directed by Arthur Hoer:. From 
play, ‘Louisiana,’ by Smith. Walter 
Strenge and J. Burgi Contner, photogs. 


At Loew's Seventh Ave., New York, week, 









May 11. Runuing time, 70 mins. 
A TINE. 4.00040 bes edecds Laura Bowman 
AMD BOPy ...ccees «s»+.d3,. Augustus Smith 
BEVTCIO BEAPGOR. ccccccccsesdvece Edna Barr 
Ebenezer ...... é .Lionel Monagas 
Thomas Catt..... -Morris McKinney 
Deacon Dunson.... -A, B. Comachiere 
Sister Knight........ ...Alberta Perkins 
EeTOChSr BOO. ..scscce @oocescces Fred Bonny 
Deacon August....... oodeeues Paul Johnson 
Sister Marguerite....... beeeune Trixie Smith 
BUCOE TOE. vic cc nteveseseocsess Carrie Huff 
All-Negro feature, cheaply pro- 
duced and looking it; also badly 


acted. Fails to rate either as a film 
laboratory experiment in racial 
traits or as an entertainment, and 


is limited to the strictly colored 
Playing time. 
Plot comes from a play called 


‘Louisiana,’ which died in less than 
a week on Broadway last year, and 
the picture uses the show cast al- 
most 100%. The author, J. Augus- 
tus Smith, doubles into the lead role 
in the film as he did in the play. 

So shallow are the settings, pic- 
ture appears to have been produced 
in one room, not too large. Besides 
shallow they are too phoney in ap- 
pearance to fool any audience. On 
the stage obviously landscape is 
overlooked because the limitations 
of the rostrum are realized, but in 
a picture nowadays realism on the 
photographic end is’ considered 
nothing less than customary. 

The players do little to offset the 
scenery’s tendency to make every- 
thing look like a throwback to the 
Keystone comedy days. The author- 
actor and Laura Bowman, co-fea- 
tured, are as bad as the lesser play- 
ers. Smith, as a righteous preacher, 
works awkwardly most of the time, 
relaxing only during a revival meet- 
ing. Miss Bowman, playing a 
Louisiana voodoo priestess, nearly 
makes it a low comedy part. 

Performances of most of the sup- 
port players are amateurish, the one 
exception being that of Morris Mc- 
Kinney. When Morris desires the 
virginal niece of the minister as an 
attraction for his ‘jook’ (a southern 
cabaret-brothel) he just walks in, 
draws his razor and announces he 
is going to take her. Even if it’s in 
church. A thunderstorm is raging, 
and when Morris is forced out of 
the church door while struggling 


with the girl's fiance, he is stricken 
blind by a flash of lightning. 


That's 


climax 


|the anti-climax. In the 
finished, 


Brother Morris is really 
dying offstage in quicksand. 

The battle of good vs. evil, with 
both Christianity and voodooism on 
the good side. is the issue of the 
story. The villain directs most of 
his villainy at the Christian 
preacher, and the latter, in turn, is 
aided by the voodoo priestess. The 
priestess predicts both the blinding 
and the death of the villain several 
reels before they happen, which is 
a big plug for voodooism. 

There are snatches of jungle wor- 


ship dancing. but all clean. Only 
spicy shot is a girl's snakehips 
dance in a brief brothel scene. The 


voodooists’ tom-toms beat a mone- 
tone through the picture, a la ‘Em- 
peror Jones.’ 

Revival meeting sequence, in 
which Smith does his best work, is 
also the best written and most en- 
tertaining item in the _ picture. 
Typical antics of his fanatical con- 
gregation add to the effectiveness. 
White audiences have seen samples 
of the same -hing through the news- 
reels and _ travelogs. To colored 
audiences it shouldn’t be apuch a 
novelty, although at Loew's Seventh 
Ave. in Harlem a largely colored at- 
tendance did a lot of laughing. 
Smith in this scene and Miss Bow- 
man in the opening sequence read 
two of the longest sides perhaps 
ever written into a picture script. 

Poor lighting as well as the un- 
fortunate scenery combine to make 
the photography \loek bad. while 
jerky cutting doesn't help either. But 
the sound is satisfactory and the 
dialoy exeeptiona.ly good. Bige. 


PESTI SZERELEM 


(‘Romance in Budapest’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Universal proluction and DuWorld re- 
iease. Starring Franziska Gaal. ° Directed 
by Geza von Bolvary. Based on stage 
comedy by . Alador Laszlo and Sandor 
Farage: music, Nicholas Procsky: camera. 
Steve Hiben. At Europa, N. Y., week May 

9. Running time, 95 mins. 








POORRTE. occ cecededaccccssencsvel Juilus Goezon 
Hie wife... cvccccccccccccsssecs Lilina Berky 
BOVE... ccccccecvcere Coccceces Franziska Gaal 
., * eres POT TT TT TT TT Mici Erdelyi 
Paul Moray...... ecevceccces Paul Hoerbiger 
Sere ecccoceccce. Sz0eke Ssakall 
Roland...... 00dsecesienese: eee Bees 
MOBY OTOSSY..cccccoeeses ececce Puffi Huszar 





Geza Von Bolvary is one of 
Furope’s finest directors, being 
especially known for the series of 
musicals he did with Robert Stolz, 
starting with ‘Zwei Herzen’ and go- 
ing on through the years. Now von 
Bolvary is out of Germany and 
working on his own in Budapest. 
Just another of the tragedies of the 

ost-Hitler regime. But it doesn’t 

uite explain why this is as poor a 
picture as it is, unless von Bolvary 
has grown tired in the past 18 
months. 

Picture has special interest in 
New York at this time not only be- 
cause it’s the first Von Bolvary film 
since the new German regime, but 
because of its star, Franziska Gaal. 
Universal thinks Miss Gaal is a find 
and has her signed for a long term 
contract. Has made several films 
with her abroad and is grooming 
her slowly, intending to bring her 
to Hollywood eventually. 

But Miss Gaal will have to show 
more than she does in this picture 
before anyone here will get excited 
about her. Perhaps it’s not her 
fault. She's pretty and possibly a 
good actress. If so, that would per- 
haps také care of the fact that she 
seems overweight from the Ameri- 
can viewpoint. : 

Beyond those two items, picture 
has little to offer. It's a so-so 
musical farce about mixed marital 
and inter-marital relations. Just 
about the best picture to have come 
out of Budapest thus far, however. 

Helping a lot to get it places are 
Paul Hoerbiger and Szoeke Szakall, 
who a couple of years ago were 
Berlin's finest film comedians. They, 
too, semingly, are in exile now and 
contribute heartily. Szakall is 
especially effective in some comedy 
bits, one where he practices how to 
do magic tricks being a masterpiece 
of pantomime. 

But it doesn’t help much. The 
story is dull, the music sluggish and 
the acting and direction for the 
most part routine. Distributor didn’t 





bother with putting on English 
titles figuring, correctly enough, 


that it's appeal will be practically 
restricted to the Hungarian trade 
in the United States. Kauf. 


UNKNOWN BLONDE 


Majestic production and release. Di- 
rected by Hobart Henley. From novel, 
‘Collusion’, by Theo. D. Irwin. Leonard 
Field, David Silverstein, screen play: Ira 
Morgan, camera. Cast: Helen Jerome 
Eddy, Edward Arnold, John Miljan, leila 
Bennett, Claude Gillingwater, Barbara 
Barondess, Barry Norton, Arletta Dun- 
can, Walter Catlett, Maidel Turner, Frank- 
lin Pangborn, Dorothy Revier, Esther 
Muir, Clarence Wilson, 


ning time, 61 mins. 


First of the films to be made from 
the professional co-respondent 
story cycle which was started by 


is a misnomer, since the blond ap- 
pears only once and then she is 
wearing even her shoes in bed. 
After that the story is all swung 
to the upright lawyer who turned 








Globe, N. Y., commencing April 2%. Run- | 


Beth Brown's ‘Man and Wife’. Title} 


crooked to pay his wife’s stock loss- 
|es. She frames him when he pinch 
lhits for a man co-respondent who 
|weakens. Gets her divorce on what 
| was planted on the other girl, and 
|the husband starts in to show her 
he’s a better bet than the man she 
j}left him for. 

Story is not skillfully handled 
;}and arouses no direct appeal. Pho- 
tography in and out, sound better 
than the dialog. Acting average 
good. ‘Blond’ may pick up some 
transient money in the flash spots, 
but dubious in nabes where more 
than one day is to be played. It 
won't build. 

Acting average is better than the 
story deserves. The yarn is con- 
fused and illogical, and can't be 
helped by good players. Edward 
Arnold carries the major action as 
the lawyer who switches. Bob Par- 
ker and Arletta Duncan are the 
juves, and Dorothy Revier is as 
close to a leading woman as such 
a story can have. Good bits by the 
others, but unimportant. Chic. 


THE POOR RICH 


Universal production and release 
starring Ed. Everett Horton, Edna May 
Oliver. Directed by Edward Sedgwick. 
Ebba Havez, Dale Van Every, screen 


play; John J. Mescall, camera. Cast: 
Thelma Todd, Andy Devine, Leila 
Hyams, Una O'Connor, E. E. Clive, 
Grant. Mitchell, John Miljan, Edw. 


Brophy, Jack Clifford, Ward Bond. At 
Loew's New York, May 1-2, on double 
bill. Running time, 76 mins, 





Little comedy that more deftly 
produced would have made the 
grade, but script is coarsened 
for laughs, and the players have to 
fall into the same tempo. For the 
family trade, but should be good 


there. Cutting is needed for it's 
stretched beyond it’s power to 
sustain: 


Two impecunious cousins land at 
the ancestral manor they jointly 


(Continued on page 30) 
Incorporations 
NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Casino Eaterprises, Inc.; pictures; cap- 
ital stock, 50 shares no par value. Har- 
vey Fleischman, 76-66 Austin street, For- 
est Hills; Helen Teitel, 1381 Washington 
avenue, Bronx; and Benjamin Hemsey, 
729 7th avenue, New York. 

Onyx Pictures, Ine.; pictures, plays, 
etc.;. capital stock, 200 shares no par 
value. Rose Eskin, 302 Eastern park- 
way, Brooklyn; Marshall H. Rosett, 525 
West End avenue, New York; and Jos. 
Kaplan, 340 Roebling avenue, Brooklyn. 

Frankwyn Productions, Inc.; pictures, 
musical productions, etc.; capital stock, 
300 shares no par value. Harold B. 
Franklin, 30 Rockefeller piaza; Harry 
Harris, 680 Sth avenue; and Ivan F. 
Kingman, 30 Rockefeller plaza, all of 
New York. 

Cleveland B. Chase Co., Inc.; radio 
business; capital stock, 200 shares no 
par value. Cleveland B. Chase, Oliva G. 
Chase and Donald H. Miller, all of 424 
Madison avenue, New York. 

Adirondack Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
Fort Edward; business of radio broad- 
casting; capital stock, 200 shares no par 
value. CG. Thompson Griffin, Hudson 
Falls; George F. Bissell, 100 Warren 
street, Glens Falls; and Jas. Gibson, Jr., 
Hudson Falls. 

Castles Operating Corp.; pictures, etc.; 
capital stock, $10,000. J. Charles Zim- 
mercan, Irving Figowitz and Matt Gold- 
stein, all of 225 West 34th street, New 
York. 

King Trading Corp:; general radio 
business; capital stock, $5,000. Angelo 
Dominguez, 1022 Tiffany street, Bronx; 
Harry Levy, 23 Haven avenue, New 
York; and Dorothy Goodman, 2169 Pa- 
cific street, Brooklyn. 

Eastern Productions, {nme.; picture 
business; capital stock, 200 shares no 
par value. William E. Celestin, Henry 
A. Colgate and S. Bayard Colgate, all of 
522 Fifth avenue, New York. 

Permanent Theatre Association, Inc.; 
pictures, plays, vaudeville, etc.; capital 
stock, 100 shares no par value. Frank 
R. Spitt, 207 Eighth avenue, Brooklyn; 
Clive Spencer Hoffman, Jr., 1327 Lexing- 
ton avenue, New York; and Lucy A. 








Harris, 107-25 132d street, Richmond 
Hill, 
Select Produtcions, Inc.; pictures; 


capital stock, $1,000. S. Cantor, H. O. 
Biele and M. Green, all of 1776 Broad- 
way, New York. 

~ Dissolutions 

Berkova Theatrical Feterprises, Inc. 
Filed by Louis Ehrenberg, 277 Broad- 
way, New York. 

Fredova Theatrical Enterprises, Inc. 
Filed by Louis Ehrenberg, 277 Broad- 
way, New York. 

Memberships 

Entertainment Apparatus 
turers’ Association, Inc. 

Change of Directors, Provisions, 

Etc. 
Twentieth Century Pictures, Inc. 


CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento. 


Manufac- 


Little Theatre of the Highlands. No 
stock subscribed. Directors: Milton P. 
Collins, Rea Henderson, Charles E. 


tender, Copp P. Collins. 

Supreme Pictures Corp. Capital stock, 
1,000 shares. Subscribed, $3. Directors: 
lL. Ryan, Barnett Shapiro, Irving Cohn. 

Royal Productions, Inc, Capital stock, 
1,000 shares. Subscribed, $3. Directors: 
L. Ryan, Barnett Shapiro, Irving Cohn. 

The Players. No capital stock. Di- 
rectors: Solly Violinsky, John A. Miller, 
Ed Lee. 

Permits to Sell Stock 

Fullerton Theatre Corp. Motion pilc- 
ture theatre operating Authorized to 
ssue all of 100 shares, no par. 

OKLAHOMA 


| Oklahoma City 





Southern Startes Amusement Co., Okla- 
homa City. Capital stock, $5,000 Incor- 
Sol Davis, M. E. Herndon and 


porators: 

H. J. Rhoades, all of Oklahoma City. 
Gavola Novelty Co., Tulsa, Okla 

Capital stock, $10,000. Incorporators: 


R. G. Stivers, Rex B. Hendrix and G. R 
Stivers, all of Tulsa. 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Charlotte. 
Greenville Theatre Company, Inc. R. B. 


| Witey and lL. M. Savell, of Atlanta; and 


H. F. Kincey, ef Charlotte, 





Stock Market 


(Continued from page 6) 
exchange control measure is more 
and more being considered of sec- 
ondary importance. 

Market was ripe for a sharp tech- 
nical rally after big slump on Mon- 
day, which came as more or less 
of a climax to nearly two weeks of 
declining prices. After hitting a 
new low for Dow-Jones Industrial 
averages at 94.47, stocks came back 
and rose to 97.73 before close. 
Wednesday again found prices slip- 
ping off, but looking steadier at end. 
Then came a big avalanche of sell- 
ing on Thursday which shot indus- 
trial averages down to 92.14, where 
they were nearly six points off from 
resistance level of 98. More than 
110 new lows for 1934 were recorded 
on this day. 

Only thing that saved stocks from 
experiencing a climax day in selling 
was action of wheat and other 
grains. Wheat soared the limit of 
5c on news of vast damage to wheat 
caused by drouth and dust storm. 
Remarkable’ strength in wheat 
finally brought a stiffening of prices 
after 1 o’clock, and short-covering 
aided materially. 

As predicted here last week that 
any change in Eastman Kodak divi- 
dend would be an increase, directors 
on Wednesday voted $1 quarterly 
dividend on common, raising it from 
$3 to $4 annually. Stock rallied 
early Wednesday from its previous 
day’s low of 87% to 90%, but sold 
off a bit when aciual dividend in- 
crease was announced. Stock re- 
cently has been acting as though 
increase in dividend rate was in 
offing. Eastman Kodak was unable 
to resist general selling of stocks 
later in week, and wound up with 
net loss of 1%. 

Of less active amusement issues, 
Columbia Picture certificates on big 
board fell off rather badly showing 
a net loss of 3% and winding up 
only an eighth of a point off bottom 
at 24%. Consolidated Film Industries 
preferred also looked weak Satur- 
day and was off 1% points net on 
week. It wounc. up on bottom at 
14%, despite favorable quarterly re- 
port. 

No Reflection on Worth 

As was summarized here last 
week, amusement stocks are most 
susceptible to seasonable trends in 
May, June and parts of July, gen- 
erally selling lower in reflection of 
usual slump in business during hot 
summer months. Numerous film 
issues began showing such a trend 
even this week though undoubtedly 
accelerated by general weakness 
throughout list. 

Greatest losses suffered in amuse- 
ment group follow: Columbia Pict. 
certificates, off 3%; Consolidated 
Film Indust. preferred off 1%; 
Eastman Kodak, off 14%; Fox Class 
A, off 1%; Loew, common, off 3%; 
Paramount certificates, off %; 
Pathe Class A, off 3%; Universal 
pfd., off 3; Radio, common, off %; 
Warner, common, off 1%; Warner 
Brothers, pfd., off 3. Westinghouse 
made a new 1934 low of 30% on 
Saturday and was off 4% points at 





close, General Electric, a slow 
mover, also dipped to 19 and wound 
up down 15 net. 

Consolidated Film Industries, Inc., 
and subsidiaries, for quarter ended 
March 31, showed net profit of $317,- 
781, equal to 22c. on common, after 
dividend requirements on $2 pre- 
ferred stock. This compares with 
$265,400 or 12c a share on com- 
mon in first quarter in 1933. 

Col. John S. Hammond was named 
chairman of reorganized board of 
directors of Madison Square Gar- 
den Corp.. during week. Reorgani- 
zation included resignation of eight 
directors, including W. F. Carey, 
former president, and R. F. Hoyt, 
retiring chairman. New directors 
included M. H. Aylesworth, presi- 
dent NBC; Sidney J. Weinberg, of 
Goldman, Sachs, and others promi- 
nent in Wall Street. Madison 
Square Garden stock had its rise 
previous week on reports of strong 
reorganization plan but it closed 
only half point from high regis- 
tered week before. 

Bond market, with exception of 
gilt-edge liens and some govern- 
ments, was inclined to follow stock 
prices downwards. Result was that 
all amusement bonds’ excepting 
Pathe 7s and Loew 6s showed 
losses. Warners 6s were hardest 
hit, dropping to 541% on Saturday 
for a net loss of 7% points. Para- 
mount obligations also were badly 
bent, being off 1% to 3 points net. 
RKO debentures dropped _ four 
points in a day’s transaction. Keith 
6s slumped to 675% and then rallied 
to 68% where they were down 1% 
points net for week. Pathe 7s ac- 
tually showed a gain of a quarter 
of a point, while Loew bonds held 
even at 100%. 

While some traders suggested that 
Thursday’s sell-off looked like that 
one big day which might signal a 
halt to general decline, subsequent 
rally that day and later action of 
market Friday and particularly on 
Saturday indicated that bottom had 
not been reached. Market Saturday 
staggered badly and looked espe- 
cially weak in view of way prices 
had slumped earlier in week. Feel- 
ing of shrowd traders is that the 
one big sell-off day has not been 
encountered and that it may be 
hovering around the corner. Stale 
bull account in market was uncov- 
ered in drives to lower leveis on 
both Monday and Thursday. 

If real crop shortage threatens 
nation, as time only can really tel, 
and wheat market continues to 
climb sensationally, it may prove 
eventually a big aid to stock mar- 
ket. On the other hand some is- 
sues will be hurt should shortage 
prove of such character as to cut 
down shipping, hamper farmer buy- 
ing power and bring real distress. 
Latter hardly seems possible with 
huge carry-over of wheat in grain 
elevators of this country. 

Traders expect market to estab- 
lish @ new resistance poin’ some- 
where around 90-point mark. A 
test of strength at the 90-92 level 
appears to be next step in market. 


Summary for Week Ending Saturday May 12 
STOCK EXCHANGE 







Net 
High. Low Sales. Issue and rate, High. Low. Last. che. 
™ 3% 900 American Seat....cccsssesseesss 4 3% 4 — % 
5% 2 3,600 Consol. Film......-ccees ccccsssee §& 3% 3% —%\% 
31 23 Zaps Cosmmbia ©. Vte..scccssces cocee ae 245 24% —3% 
17% 10% 4,100 Consol. Film pfd. (50).*..... «e+ 16% 14% 14% —1% 
96% 7% 8,300 Eastman Kodak (4).........+ cose OS 87% 89 —1% 
17% 12 See. WO, Se Bi ccc cssces ee 15% 13% 14 —1% 
25% 18% 120,700 Gen. Elec. (60c.).... ° 21 19 194 —1% 
35% 25% | 32... 2 Fears . - 838% 28% 29% —3%* 
97% 72 500 Do pref. (6%%)..... - 94% 931% 4 
7 4% 3.800 Madison Sq. Garden........0-5. 6% 6% — % 
5% 1% 105.300 Paramount ........cccee Kiweee 5 4 4% — % 
4% 1% 17,400 Pathe Exchange...... a re 2 2! 2h — % 
24% 21% Steere WGUtNG, Comes Bu ccccccvccccescts 21% 17% 18%, —3% 
9% 6% 150,300 Radio Corp..... esceeevees eeecse n 7 7% — % 
4% 2% Rr eee o. 3% 2% 2% - 
34% 15 ok me ee a eer errr 435% 28% 33% +3% 
46% 16% See Unmiverent p06. .cicoccesvcsseves 40 40 40 —3 
8% 4% 65,000 Warner Bros........++.++.- ‘ste ee 5Y% 5% —1% 
31% 18% 100 es . eer errr 25 25 25 -—3 
47% 30% WE ne snicvcncd d0005 36% 130% 31% —4% 
* Paid this year. * New 1934 high. ¢ Unit of trading 10 shares. J New 1934 low. 
CURB 
5% 3 BOS Wulvarenl: Des occ ceviceesccveve 4% 4 4 —% 
11% T% me eee ere RB Bye RM ~ & 
3% 1% SSeS Ties TA Gas occ scctvcccoces 2 *1% 1% —% 
BONDS 
13 3% $61,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40...cccccccecs 10% * gy kes —1% 
2 51 48.000 Keith 6's, °46.......e00.. ‘ 69% 67% iS! —1% 
102 S5 sk ee Ss Se ee ee ee 10) 100 100 
ISM RS 27,000 Pathe 7's, '27 a he ele 96% | I + % 
47 30 77.000 VPar-Proadway 5%’ "m1 47 42° $3 3 
n4i% 29! 47.0%) Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘47 on wd 1% 
74 QR, 69,040 VPar-Fam-Lasky 47 2 115% a) -'4 
55 29% 107,000 Par-Pub 5%'s, °A9 a) 4.1% 4) 21% 
4 py ] 299.000 Par-Pub 5! "59 tf 7 i7% ; 
+1 184 1000 RKO debs 6’ : 2 > ‘ 
6514 40% 389,000 Warner Bros. 6's, ‘39 62 5414 4% —T% 
OVER THE COUNTER, N. Y. 
Bid Asked 
% ! Roxy, Class A 
e 1% Unit lo . ee 
PRODUCE EXCHANGE, N. Y. 
6668 ParePuad sccososse 5 4 4 — % 


* New 1934 low. 
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To the Exhibitors of the 
United States and Canada: 


On Monday, June 4th, Carl 
Laemmle will release LITTLE 
MAN, WHAT NOW? 
with Margaret Sullavan and 
Douglass Montgomery, the most 
important picture Frank Borzage 


has directed since the immortal 


SEVENTH HEAVEN. 


J. R. GRAINGER 


| 
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ROXY 


(Continued from page 21) 


around and got a lot of laughs. 
Campo is placed in here, singing two 
numbers in ‘one’ and then going 
into full and a switch to a Span- 


ishy costume for the production 
number, in which Nadine Gay 
dances with him, both registering 
well. 

Garner Wolf and Hakins, stooges 
who used to be with Jack Pepper, 
take 15 minutes off here for clown- 
ing purposes and do it well. Jack 
Eagen does straight for the zanies 
and a girl tagged Rosemarie does 
a couple mild cooches and lets her- 
self be chased around. It’s rough 
and wild but funny. Act just back 
from Europe. 

Wesley Eddy, knowing a good spot 
when he sees one, stops being 
master of ceremonies here long 
enough to sing “The Saint Louis 
Blues,’ which he has done at this 
house before. He does the song 
extremely well. 

Girls come back in silver and blue 
outfits for an exceptionally effective 
finale number with neon-strung 
wands. It’s their best appearance 
in the show, having been hampered 
in the big central production num- 
ber by a modernistic routine which 
they neither understood nor could 
manage. This finale fixes every- 
thing up and all is forgiven. 

Probably a bow on the show 
should go not only to the pacer, but 
to the one who supplied the scenery, 
sets being neat and telling. 

‘Bugs in Love,’ a Disney Silly 
Symphony is thrown on the wide 
screen, Which also is used for two 
shots in the Fox newsreel. With 
‘Glamour’ (U) as the screen fea- 
ture and an overdose of trailers en- 
tire show occupies two hours and 
40 minutes. Kauf. 


PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 

With the house going dark this 
Thursday (17) the management 
couldn't see any for pegging up the 
nut on the current week’s stage 


show, so that besides the regular 
line of 20 girls the customers have 
to content themselves with Milton 
Berle and the Nicholas Bros. The 
ballerinas do two routines and to 
keep 'em otherwise interested while 
the foots and borders are on is 
solely the business of the Berle and 
Nicholas combination. And judg- 
ing from the deportment of the 
gathering at Saturday’s second 
matinee the deluxer’s fadeout week 
will at least be accompanied by 
heaps of laughter. ‘We're Not 
Dressing’ (Par) is the feature, and 
the business Saturday afternoon 
was comparatively good. 

Berle spent little time off the 
stage, even stepping in for an ex- 
change of toe and heel flinging with 
the Nicholas boys, whose outlay of 
tootsie rhythm at its dizziest was 
in itself enough to keep the cus- 
tomers’ palms at fever heat. Every- 
thing that Berle had to give them 
was hilarity plus with this mob. 
From a blackout Berle went mono- 
log, built up to a steady roar via a 
mess of clowning with the smaller 
Nicholas lad, maintained the laugh 
pace with a hotel bit and called it 
a performance with his hodgepodge 
of mike impersonations. His lab- 
ors couldn’t have proved more 
fruitful. 

Opening ballet design for the Bob 
Alton girls was both exceptionally 
decorative and rhythmically effec- 
tive. As his closing effort it showed 
off the director's talents in a big 
way. Odec. 


RILEY, FT. WAYNE 


Fort Wayne, May 11. 
The type of stage presentation 


which has kept the Riley theatre 
zooming since last August. Com- 
Pany averaging around 25 persons, 
including a band which works from 
the stage, gives a 52-minute show. 
And with two films added, the pro- 
Sram provides nearly a four hour 
schedule. Most audiences rebel at 
this in the ace houses, but class 
which attends this second-run the- 
atre eats this policy up.’ Located 
on principal street, too, which also 
etands it in mighty good favor. 
Edward Watkins’ current offering 
is headed by James Hall, who ar- 
rived here late from Evansville due 
to an accident. Eight girls in line, 
appearing first behind cellophane 
screens. Most of the following bits 
are specialties with Warren Turley, 
accordionist; Anita Conrad, acro- 
batic dancer; Vincent Hayden, 
rhythm dancer, and Skeets Genaro, 
rubber legs feature among the best 
on the bill. ‘Carioca’ is used with 
Thelma Flowers leading entire com- 
pany. Sets are simple with band 
taking up most of the extra space. 


Hall presides as m.c. for the most 
part, 

Riley operates on a 15-25c scale 
and seats 800. Capacity business 
throughout week, and has been for 
nearly a year now. Under Peter 


Mallers management, which also 
has theatres in four or five towns; 
around here, 





CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, May 11. 

This is the first week since mid- 
February that Loew's standard- 
bearer is flashing a _ full-fledged 
‘name’ across the foots. Also, it’s 
the best vaude bill, as an aggregate, 
that has romped across the rostrum 
this season. There’s a sock in anch 
slot, and the ‘name,’ Lupe Velez, 
biffed the boys between the orbs. 

Bill broke with Rector and Doreen, 
classy jaw work by man and nicely 
complementary aerial swinging by 
girl. Man hangs suspended by ankle 
throughout, up near proscenium, 
and alternates teeth with arm en- 
durance work to lift the gal and 
her aero-acro paraphernalia while 
she swoops through the flash whirls. 

Geo. Prentice deuced for six mins. 
with his smart Punch-Judy exhibit. 
Johnny Lee and 3 Lees tossed nine 
mins. into the trey for excellent 
impresh. New turn acquired since 
last locally surveyed. Nice change 
of pace noticed, and though fraction 
repetitious at outset, levels and 
levies generous laugh quota right 
up to the quickening finale. 

Miss Velez (New Acts) spanned 
20 mins. and was the mint in the 
mob’s julep from entrance. Of ail 
femme pix persons vouchsafed to 
this town’s stages, the Mex maid 
uncorked by far best brand of en- 
tertainment. Probably few in 
audience knew of her antecedent 
stage experience; they seemed gen- 
uinely surprised when she un- 
wrapped a real stage presence and 
ability. At conclusion crowd can- 
nonaded so furiously she had to 
linger to appease ‘em. 

Closer, Peggy Taylor Kitchen 
Pirates, grand girl-tossing turn was 
ease on the eyes and a swell last 
lap to a swell line-up. 

‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) on 
the screen, plus Metro news. 
George Wild’s trenchmen overture 
a medley of tunes expressive of the 
seasonal ‘Mother’s Day’ sentiments. 
Biz booming matutinal show, open- 
ing day. 


MET, BROOKLYN 


All the way down, including 
everything, it’s a slowly paced 
show Loew’s put on over here this 
week, while as for box office ten- 
sion, the cashiers were taking naps 
Friday night. Not more than 200 
people on the lower floor at the 
peak hour, nine o'clock. 

Stage is occupied solely by a 
dragged-out N.T.G. revue, billed as 
from the Paradise restaurant. It 
won’t be much of an ad for that 
nitery. Not even the showgirls 
with their gaudy but rare costumes 
drew a hand, while instead of 
laughs there were yawns and in 
place of applause there was, for 
the most part, silence. 

Some response was shown by the 
small audience when something 
worthwhile revealed itself, includ- 
ing Indian dance routine by Byrnes 
and Swanson; Miriam Moran’s 
rhythm number; Mickey Bradford’s 
acrobatic specialty; dance of im- 
pressions by the assisting m.c. who 
was announced as Clinton Ray, or 
something similar, and_ skating 
stuff by Mulroy, McNeece and 
Ridge. But at no time was there 
any noisy applause. 

Scherr brothers do a stew song 
and dance that’s okay, while an 
unbilled girl offers a novelty eccen- 
tric which isn’t bad. Principal 
trouble with this N.T.G. show is 
that it is about twice as long as it 
should be, considering the weight 
of talent it carries. It runs 51 min- 
utes. 

Ted Claire acts as m.c., introduc- 
ing the various people, sometimes a 
little unclearly, while another chap 
assists him, Toward the _ rear, 
Claire does a dope fiend impression, 
ending in a dramatic interpreta- 
tion of a pop. It isn’t much. 

NTG isn’t with this revue, one of 
the first occasions in which he’s 
absent, 

In addition to the _ feature, 
‘Laughing Boy’ (Metro), over here 
on first New York run, there is a 
newsreel, a too long organ com- 
munity singing interlude and trail- 
ers. Trailer on the coming stage 
show is about as poorly done as 
they come. Char. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 10. ~ 

Diversified stage show this week 
has the Jay Whidden band plus Ar- 
thur Tracy, and a couple other acts 
thrown in for good measure, Fx- 
tremely humid weather probably 
responsible for the drop-off in trade 
although little on the bill spells b. o. 
Sylvia Sidney in ‘380-Day Princess’ 
not rated a strong draw, and this 


is Tracy’s initial Coast stage book- 
ing, although he has considerable 
following among radio and record 


fans. Whidden is no stranger to 
Los Angeles. 

Opening has Whidden band con; 
cealed behind drapes, front of which 
have been made to represent a Hol- 
land countryside. Set windmill and 
a pair of steps provide the back- 
ground for the Fanchon & Marco 
femmes doing a ‘Little Dutch Mill 








number, excellently staged by Ada 
Broadbent. 

Orchestra then revealed on mov- 
able platform with an attractive 
ballroom setting giving a sort of 
baleony effect. Opening instrumen- 
tation is ‘Baby Take a Bow,’ with 
Lee North vocalizing. Then follows 
a medley of tunes popularized over 
the air, with Dick Eccles doing a bit 
of warbling and Ted Atkinson har- 
monizing on the trombone. Betty 
Grable, onetime F&M line girl, is 
now featured with the Whidden 
band, and puts over several cork- 
ing specialties. 

Whidden has a pleasing stage 
personality and works hard all the 
way, including bits of vocal refrains 
and a few chords on the violin. 

Carl Fisher, introduced as a full- 
blooded Cherokee Indian, who 
tickles the ivories with the band, 
played a couple of his own composi- 
tions and after a brief Whidden vio- 
lin obbligato band goes into a rhum- 
ba, with the Grable girl becoming 
fairly hot. During the dance she 
broke a brassiere string and it gave 
her plenty of trouble. 

Gary Leon and GiGi, ballroom 
dancers, execute some dexterous 
stepping. Act is tastefully dressed 
and both help to sell the turn. An- 
other routine by Miss Grable and 
the girls and then a red hot band 
number featuring Lyle Hart, sax 
player, in a clever impersonation of 
Cab Calloway. 

Girls back on for a tamborine 
routine, with Leon and GiGi doing 
an Argentine specialty well per- 
formed. Tracy then brought on for 
four numlLers. He was in superb 
veice and had no trouble clicking 
for a solid hit. 

For finale girls on, all playing the 
Tracy theme sing, ‘Marta,’ on ac- 
cordions, with a co.orful curtain. 

Screen also carried Screen Sou- 
venirs, News and Betty Boop car- 
toon. e Edwa, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Mild little stage show in support 
of ‘Whirlpool’ (Col), an even milder 
picture. Budget of the ‘Rhythm On 
Parade’ revue can’t be very high, 
with every evidence given that the 
house is trimming its stage cost. 
Most noticeable instance of this is 
the slicing of the house ensemble 
from 24 girls to 16. 

This is the first of Flo Kelly’s 
production efforts since displacing 
the Oumanskys last week. No im- 
provement is evident, and the same 
mistakes that were noted here be- 
fore are still evident. Screwy show- 
manship’s one big inning here this 
week has Bert Frohman, m.c., do- 
ing an overlong sob spiel in com- 
memoration of ‘Mothers’ Day’ and 
followed shortly afterwards by Sen- 
ator Murphy’s hoke political tirade. 
The two speeches coming on top 
of each other at the Saturday after- 
noon show sounded like a talk mar- 
athon. 

Senator Murphy, though, is the 
hit of this show, and running him a 
close second are Seed and Austin, 
standard knockabout comedy team 
with a blonde looker to assist. 
Their hoke went especially well 
with the large contingent of chil- 
dren in the audience, though a 
couple of the blue bits hardly rate 
juvenile attention. 

A fair ballroom team, Crawford and 
Castle, and Martin LeRoy, singer 
introed by Frohman as a Brooklyn 
amateur find, comprise the rest of 
the presentation. The baritone, sta- 
tioned on the bandstand, delivers 
one song and faintly pleases. Could 
stand some vocal coaching to elimi- 
nate the noticeable tremolo in his 
voice. 

It is following LeRoy that the 
presentation’s second error comes. 
Without any break at all Frohman 
follows the novice with his own 
singing session. Not only is it poor 
show construction, but also unfair 
competition, Frohman’s seasoning 
making him an odds-on favorite 
against LeRoy. 

Ensemble is on for three routines 
and all of them good, their first 
with large rubber balls being the 
standout. Revue in its entirety runs 
55 minutes. Biz okay. 


Contracts 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Frank MacDonald, dialog direc- 
tor at Warners, had option lifted 
for six months. 

Peter Milne had his - Warners 
writing pact option taken up for 
another six months, 

RKO gave Sterling Holloway a 
term pact. 

U has closed with Douglass 
Montgomery for three pix. 
Richard Thorpe gets a termer at 
U 








Norman Taurog gets directorial 
renewal at Par. 


Par has lifted options on Eldred | 


Tidbury and Alfred Delcambre. 
Toby Wing's option has. been 
picked by Par. 
Par has exercised option for one 


picture on Carl Brisson, 
Charles Sabin contracted by Co- 
lumbia, 


Allan Scott, H. W. Hanneman 








| 
| 


Francis Faragoh had options picked | 


up at RKO. 


Another of Those Spasmodic Cowbo 
Revivals On; Market Soon Glutted 





Studio Placements 


Hollywood, May 14, 


Charles Judels, Leon Errol, ‘No- 
torious Sophie Lang,’ Par. 

Howard Green, adapting ‘Lemon 
Drop Kid,’ Par. 

William Berres, ‘100 Per Cent 
Pure,’ MG. 

George Lewis, ‘Two Heads On 
A Pillow,’ Liberty. 

Paul Moss, screen play, ‘Big 
Broadcast 1934,’ Par. 

Dore Scharej, adapting ‘Missis- 
sippi,’ Par. 

Beatrice 
Works,’ Par. 

Tetsui Komai, ‘You Belong To 
Me,” Par. 

Donald Meek, Sarah Padden, 
Raymond Hatton, Raymond Wal- 
burn, Ward Bond, John Wray, Ar- 
thur Hohl, ‘The Defense Rests,’ Col. 

Grover Jones, Vincent Lawrence 
collabing screen play, ‘One Way 
Ticket,’ Schulberg-Par. 

Rose Franken, adapting ‘State vs. 
Elinor Morton,’ Fox. 

Sally Sandlin, writing 
W urtzel-Fox. 

Joe Penner, ‘Big Broadcast of 
1934,’ Par. 

Sir Guy Standing, ‘End of the 
World,’ Par. 

Charles Brackett, ‘Her Master's 
Voice,’ Par. 

Lewis Foster, scrivening ‘52 
Weeks for Fleurette,’ Par. 

Harold Shumate, writing an orig 
‘By Unknown Persons,’ Col. 

Lois Wilson, Helen Parrish, Dick 
Winslow, ‘Always Tomorrow,’ U. 

Patricia Ellis, ‘Big Hearted Her- 
bert,’ WB. 

Lyle Talbot, Eugene Pallette, 
Robert McWade, ‘Dragon Murder 
Case,’ WB. 

Robert Armstrong, ‘Kansas City 
Princess,’ WB. 

Lynn Starling, dialoging ‘Sere- 
nade,’ Fox. 

Helen Twelvetrees, 
Elinor Morton,’ Fox. 

Una Merkel, Charles Ruggles, 
‘Rear Car,’ MG. 

Andre de Segurola, 
RKO. 

Margaret LeVino, reading story 
material for George Oppenheimer, 
Goldwyn, 

Alexis Thurn- Taxis, 
‘Me and the King,’ Par. 

Reginald Barker, directing ‘Moon- 
stone,’ Mono. 

Sidney Blackmer, O. P. Heggie, 
‘Count of Monte Cristo,’ Reliance. 

Spencer Bennett, directing, Rose 
Reisman, supervising, untitled pic- 
ture, Mayfair. 

Mathew Betz, Doane comedy, U. 

William Augustin, Edgar Ken- 
nedy short, RKO. 

trady Sutton, ‘Bachelor Bait,’ 
RKO. 

John Eldridge, ‘Big Hearted Her- 
bert,’ WB. 

William Gargan, ‘British Agent,’ 
WB. 

Dan Templetin, collabing with 
Cy Bartlett on an orig, Warners. 

Dorothy Delle, femme lead with 
Lee Tracy, ‘A Son Comes Home,’ 
Par. 

George Walsh, Tyler Brook, Eddie 
Borden, Fuzzy Knight, ‘It Ain't No 
Sin,’ Par. 


Roberts, ‘Shoot the 


dept.., 


‘State vs. 


‘Arabella,’ 


adapting 


Will Stanton, ‘Bachelor Bait,’ 
RKO. 

Kay Johnson, Helen’ Vinson, 
‘Afterwards,’ RKO. 

George  Berthelon, producing 
‘King Kelly of U. S. A.,’ Magno. 
Joey Ray, ‘The Girl Friend,’ 


which win, Rowland produces, Col. 

Hardie Albright, ‘Two Heads On 
A Pillow,’ which Wm. Nigh directs, 
Liberty. 

Robert Warwick, George Stone, 
William B. Davidson, ‘Dragon Mur- 
der Case,’ WB. 

Paul Porcasi, Walter Armitage, 
‘British Agent,’ WB. , 

Billy Bletcher, ‘What! No Men?’ 
short, WB. 

Robert Barrat, ‘Hey, Sailor,’ WB. 

Louise Dresser, Frank Melton, 
Ned Sparks, Sigmund Roumann, 
‘Servant’s Entrance,’ Fox. 





Stepin Fetchit, Ned Sparks, Sig- 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Sudden boom in horse opera pro- 
duction has started and there are 
now 14 companies making or about 
to make Hollywood's oldest type of 
product. 

This surprising interest in mes- 
quiters is almost sure to flood the 
market, and already some New York 
laboratories and state right ex- 
changes which picked up the nega- 
tives have begun turning them back 
to producers. 

Western producers are answering 
a demand by exhibs, particularly in 
the South and Middle West, made 
three months ago when there was 
a season shortage. 

Only two in the group are majors, 
rest are indies and most are of the 
shoestring calibre. Among the 14 
are Sol Lesser and John Zanft, who 
are dickering with Fox for a re- 
lease on a series starring George 
O’Brien. 

Mascot is a newcomer, preparing 
a series with Ken Maynard. Uni- 
versal has Buck Jones, starting in 
August on a series, and Monogram 
has John Wayne. 

Other producers and their stars 
are Supreme Pictures (Sam Katz- 
man) starting May 15 on a string 
with Bob Steele; Marion Kohn and 
Al Mannon, starring Rex Bell; Wil- 
lis Kent, due in from New York, 
to do some with Lane Chandler. 


Mortgaged Ranch 


J. P. McGowan, director, has 
started a western for Master. Arts 
exchange here. It stars Frank Gil- 
more, a newcomer, who mortgaged 
his Van Nuys ranch, where film is 
being shot, to angel the picture. 

Bob Hoyt is doing a string with 
Ed Cobb; Benny Ray alternates 
Tom Tyler and Jack Perrin for Wil- 
liam Steiner in N. Y.; Bob Horner 
has Bitl Cody; Herman Fowler 
turned out ‘Four Bad Men’ with 
Noah Beery, Jr.; Denver Dixon be- 
gins a Buddy Roosevelt opera this 
week, and Bob Tansey has finished 
six three-reelers for William Pizor 
release and starts a mess of north- 
west mounties shortly. 





mund, ‘Marie Gallante,’ Fox. 

Robert Lorraine, ‘Green 
MG. 

Ralf Sedan, ‘Merry Widow,’ MG. 

Henry Kolker, ‘100 Per Cent 
Pure,’ MG. 

George Rosener, adapting ‘Skele- 
ton in the Closet,’ Mascot. 

Jack Shutta, Ethel Sykes, John 
Rand, Broderick O'Farrell, Edwin 


Hat,’ 


Le Saint, Lynton Brent, Joe 
Young’ ‘Half Baked Relations,’ 
Educ. 


Paul Kelly, ‘Blind Date,’ Col. 

Mrs. Wallace Reid, supervisor, 
Mono. 

William Lipman, dialoging ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Ransom,’ U. 

Frank Borzage, directing, Dick 
Powell, Ruby Keeler, Pat O’Brien, 
‘Flirtation Walk,’ WB. 

Dorothy Tree, Charles Wilson, 
‘Dragon Murder Case,’ WB. 

Frank Lawton, Heather Angel, 
leads, ‘Mystery of Edwin Drood,’ U. 

Edgar Selwyn, producing, Brown 
and Freed writing music, ‘Live 
While You May,’ Metro. 

Lita Chevret, ‘100 Percent Pure,’ 
MG. 

Edward Martindel, ‘Two Heads 
On a Pillow,’ Lib. 

Lionel Belmore, Harry Cording, 
‘Count of Monte Cristo,’ Reliance. 

Nat Pendleton, Donald Meek, 
Sarah Padden, Ray Hatton, John 
Wray, Arthur Hohl, Ray Walberg, 
‘The Defense Rests,’ Col. 

Reginald Sharland, ‘Shock,’ Mono, 

Arthur Clayton, Charles Starrett, 
Claude Gillingwater, Aggie Herring, 
Alden Chase, Ernest Ballard, Rob- 


(Continued on page 67) 
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World’s Heavyweight 


Have Been Purchased 


Dated, Chicago, Ill., May 14, 





The Exclusive Rights to the Making of 
Motion Pictures of the 


PRIMO CARNERA vs. MAX BAER 


to be held at the 


MADISON SQUARE GARDEN BOWL 
Long Island City, New York 


On the Evening of June 14, 1934 


(Signed) HARRY O. VOILER 


Championship Contest 


by the Undersigned 
1934 
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30 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Tuesday, May 15, 1934 
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In Appreciation of 
28 Wonderful Consecutive 
Weeks with 


“Fifty Million Frenchmen” 





Sincerest Thanks to My Manager 
and Friend 


t ANATOLE FRIEDLAND 





— 








VENITA 
GOULD 





Closed for Season at 
LOEW’S STATE 
NEW YOrRK 

Week May 4th 








Personal Direction 


LARRY PUCK 


[ll een 





























Film Reviews 
THE POOR RICH 


(Continued from page 27) 


inherit. A wealthy titled family is 
to arrive, and the woman end of the 
duo plans to marry her cousin to 
the Hon. Gwendolyn. They enlist 
the aid of some of the neighbors, in 
the familiar fashion. The shooting 
of a fake swami blows the pretense 
and everyone marries and they all 
set up a chicken dinner place on the 
money realized from the sale of the 
antique furniture. It’s little too 
much to expect Thelma Todd to ac- 
cept a low comedian, but the story 
requires it. The other hitches are 
more probable. 

Story starts off pleasantly, but 
begins to clutter up toward the 
middle, with bits kept in just for 
laughs. -Result that the average 
will tire before the close. This 
feeling is heightened by a blunder- 
ing detective whose idea of comedy 
is yelling his lines. He's literally 
a pain in the ear. Not well played 
by Edward Brophy. 

Edward Everett Horton is capital 
as the comedy lead and Edna May 
Oliver contributes a smooth char- 
acter bit that’s wasted in this story. 
Grant Mitchell is another who 
keeps in character in spite of the 
overstress, bu. Andy Devine gets 
a horseplay assignment that handi- 
caps him. Others are good, but 
they are all swamped by the script. 
Leila Hyams is excellent. 

A little more finesse would have 
made this a winner. Chic. 


LILIOM 


(FRENCH MADE) 
* Paris, April 25. 
Eric Pommer-Fox Europa production, di- 
rected by Fritz Lang. From the story by 
Franz Molnar; assistant director, J P. 
Feydeau; scenario, Robert Liebman; dia- 
log, Bernard Zimmer; music, Jean Lenoir 
and F. Vaxman; photography, Rudolph 
Mate and Louis Nee. Starring Charles 
Boyer. Running time, 120 minutes. Pre- 
sented April 27 simultaneously at Agri- 
cultures, Bonaparte and Cine Opera, l’xris. 




















EUIOMR sc ciccecnsas ecceecseses Charles Boyer 
FUEOR de 6.08 60-00 0% ecescees++Madeleine Ozeray 
Mme. Muscat.. én5ee ke bobs Florelle 
AlfvOE .ccccvce deeavaneceed Alcover 
Sailor. ..ccecce ...Roland Toutain 
Strong AIM. .cccccesecsscses Robert Arnoux 
Hollinger...... -Alexandre Rignault 
Commissary..... .«+-Henri Richard 
Purgatory Cop.. ececcccseces Barency 
Detective....-... ecesee-+- Raoul Marco 
Knife Grinder... +-.-Antonin Artaud 
ClOPE |. ccccccces eoccsecesececcd@OR  Arvel 
‘ashier......+. PPrrrrrrrere rr. tt Rene Stern 

Pommer’s second French-made 


needs recutting and shortening, and 
then it may turn out to be a film 
worth showing in the French spe- 
cialized houses in America, 

Its local appeal also would be 
greatly increased by slashing, for 
it runs two full hours and seems 
a lot longer. But even as is, it has 
good local b.o. value, because the 
trick effect of the closing sequences. 
Entire value of the pic, especially 
for America, is in these last se- 
quences, which show Liliom in a 
burlesque heaven after his suicide. 
Shortening operation should be ap- 
plied to what precedes, so as to 
make first and middle parts feeders 
for the end, which is what really 
counts. 

Here the Pommer ex-German out- 
fit has put on a rare bit of screen 
originality. Liliom is carried to 
heaven by a couple of Gothic angels 
in sack suits to appear before his 
judges, chief of whom is the com- 
missary of police who looked after 
him on earth. Only he has grown 
wings. 

Musical score, sets and photog- 
raphy of the heaven sequences are 
beautiful jobs and magnificently 
co-ordinated by Lang. Beyond its 
physical beauty, the representation 
of heaven is a magnificent job of 
irony, yet handled in a way not to 
offend religious susceptibilities, On 
the contrary, it is a religious expes- 
sion in itself. 

Balance of film is very Frenchy. 
and the whole is a distinctly Eu- 
ropean production which should 
make an appeal to select audiences, 
but will be a toughie to seil to the 
masses. Stern. 


CHEATERS 


Liberty production and Hollywood re- 
lease, featuring Bill Boyd, Dorothy Mac- 
kaill, and June Collyer. Directed by Phil 
Rosen. Story, continuity and dialog by 
Belle Buffington. Suggested by “The Pea- 
cock Screen,’ by Fanny Heaslip Lea. 
Harry Neumann, Tom Gallagher, camera. 
At the Mayfair, N. Y., commencing May 
10. Running time, 65 mins, 


Steve Morris. .cccccccccecsececces Bill Boyd 
Kay Murray..... oeeeceecntes June Collyer 
er eeccceeess- Dorothy Mackaill 
K. C. Kelly...ccccccoecee wm. Collier, Sr. 
Paul Southern...... eceeeee-Alan Mowbray 


Detective Sweeney........Guinn Williams 


Another of those’ independent 
productions in which they pay more 
money for players and production, 
but forget to buy a proper script to 
start with. Might have been a story 
in this production if smartly writ- 
ten. There is excellent camera 
work, sets built and lighted like the 
majors, and good sound, but even 
in the middle classification it rates 
as an emergency film. 

Story, derived from a good source, 
is not planned for quick movement 
nor to engage the sympathies. Dif- 
ficult to accept the idea of a girl, 
out on parole after a stretch for a 
crime she shouldered for her 
brother, holding interest after plan- 
ning to gyp a rich man into mar- 





! 

riage, and still gaining sympathy 
because she loves the man who put 
her up to it. 
extreme need and al] that, but she 
just doesn’t click, and June Collyer 
is not able to make her click. 

In the same angle there is objec- 
tion to Bill Boyd, who's going 
straight when he comes out this 
time. That’s what they all say, but 
few believe it. Nothing in the story 
worked to gain real interest in the 
characters, so it’s just some moving 
around, and rather sluggish move- 
ment, at that. 

Walliam Collier, Sr., never gets a 
chance, though he can build on half 
a chance, and Dorothy Mackaill is 
in for her name and a walk through 
part. Smart writing might have 
saved something of the play; cer- 
tainly it would have helped the 
players. As is, it’s a filler-inner 
that will not do better than plug 
a gap on the screen. It will do 
little at the b.o. Chic. 


WEST OF THE DIVIDE 


Lone Star production, Monogram re- 
lease. Produced by Paul Malvern. Directed 
by R. N. Bradbury. 6tarring John Wayne. 
Story by R. N. Bradbury. Photographer, 
Archie Stout. At Stanley, N. Y., on double 
bill, May 10-11. Running time, 52 mins. 
Ted Hayden...... @cccecccocecs John Wayne 
Fay Winter... .- Virginia Brown Faire 







SPENT «00406086 0060000808 Lloyd Whitlock 
Dusty Rhodes. »-..George Hayes 
BAOMR sc cevceseve cocesess Yakima Canut 
SOUS. cccccoceccesees eoecccces Billy O’Brien 


Handsome cowboy stranger dis- 
guises himself to solve the long- 
time murder of his ma and pappy; 
recovers a long lost brother and in- 
tercedes as the hero for a self-pos- 
sessed ranch girl who wears silk 
pajamas to bed, in a period when 
cowhands pistoled each other out 
of habit. Generic but amusing, get- 
ting unsuspected laughs in its most 
serious moments, thus befitting it- 
self to ornament minor twin bills 
safely. Only two deaths. 

Lots of saddle stuff against re- 
peating scenery and for an unwit- 
tingly jolly moment allows a flash 
of a radio tower to be seen 


She's alibied by her 
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backgrounded against Supposed] 
sparsely inhabited mountain region 
Frank, simple and unboastful in its 
mechanical progress, ° 
John Wayne is the hero and Vir 
ginia Brown Faire the " 
Otherwise usually shoddy looking 
cowhand types presented. The chiet 
villain wears his accustomed ridine 
breeches. Shan . 
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TRANSFORMATIONS 


by Pierre, famous for over 25 years, 
are always distinctive in style. abso- 
lutely undetectable, and exceedingly 


becoming. 
HAIR RE-COLORING 


by the well-known experts Alexandre 
et Jean who have specialized in this 
particular work for years, They 
create remarkably beautiful shades, 
uniform in color and perfect for per- 
manent waving. 

Also French experts for Permanent 
Waving and Scientific Facials. For 
appointment phone PLaza 3-1362. 


LATE 


TRANSFORMATIONS 





39 West 57th Street New York 











LANNY ROSS 


OF 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 
MAXWELL HOUSE SHOWBOAT HOUR 


AND 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING CORP. 





Held Over For 2nd Week at 
CAPITOL THEATRE, New York 








Leaves for Hollywood May 18 to Start 


Work in Paramount’s 


“HER MASTER'S VOICE” 





And It Was Nice to Be with 





Under the Sole Direction and Management of 
OLIVE A. WHITE 


MARK HANNA, Associate 
598 Madison Avenue, New York, PLaza 3-9020 


Thanks to HARRY PINCUS and PHIL BLOOM 


Jack Benny for Two Weeks 
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| 
‘Jig Saw’—Favorable 


JIG SAW’ (Comedy, Theatre Guild, Barrymore). Crisp lines give this 
play a chance for screen usage, but relation of some characters would prob- 
ably have to be changed if reaching Hollywood, Ibee. 





Picture Possibilities 








‘Love Kills’—Unfavorable 
LOVE KILLS’ (Drama, Ida L. Ehrlich, Forrest). No chance on stage; 
ditto for films, Ibee. 





‘Picnic’—Unfavorable 
‘PICNIC’ (Comedy-drama, Arthur J. Beckhard, National). Mixture of 
conversational ideas. No comedy nor dramatic highlights, Ibee. 


‘The Milky Way’—Favorable 
‘THE MILKY WAY’ (Comedy, Harmon and Ullman, Cort).—Farcical 
story of unknown who becomes middleweight boxing champion, Comic 
situations make it likely screen material. Ibee. 





‘| Myself’—Unfavorable 
‘I MYSELF” (Drama, Pearson and Baruch, Mansfield).—Too funereal. 
Idea somewhat similar to ‘Peter Grimm’ and ‘Outward Bound’, Ibee. 





‘These Two’—Unfavorable 
‘THESE TWO' (Drama, Casey and Liddle, Miller).—Unbelievable story 
of rather sad romance, and that switches from one extreme to the other, 





ending in tragedy. Ibee. 
‘Every Thursday’—Unfavorable 
‘EVERY THURSDAY’ (Comedy, Wee and Leventhal, Royale). Rather 
Ibee, 


mild play with Cinderella-type story. 


ARREST 3 IN PTSBG. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 14. 
‘Great American Harem’ to 
‘Bachelor Bait,’ RKO. 
‘funny Thing Called Love,’ to 


THEATRE SABOTAGE 


‘Fire Patrol’ to ‘A Man's Game,’ Pittsburgh, May ‘14. 
Col Three men were arrested here 


last week in connection with epi- 


demic of bombings in independent 
“THE SUAVE DECEIVER” 


houses. Raymond Lohr, Norman 
Beckley and Charles Hough, all of 
Held Over Second Week || 
CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


Wilkinsburg, were nabbed by county 

detectives upon information pro- 

vided by Chief of Police James 
Harris. 

Suspects were released on their 
own recognizance after being ques- 
tioned by authorities who declared 

19th Week CASINO DE PAREE 
Thanks to Billy Rose 
World-Telegram 
*“Cardini the magician, whose blase 
manipulations of playing. cards and 
cigareftes is as mystifying as any of 
the late Houdini's sulkier feats.” 























the arrests presage an early solu- 
tion of bombing outrages. 

Dynamiting of dozen theatres 
here recently reached a climax cou- 
ple of weeks ago when four houses 
were bombed, causing about $25,000 
damage to film spots and adjoining 
business establishments. 























‘SERVICE? 


























SECCCeT 


Fwd 
STAGESHOWS 


1560 Broadway New York City 


A Subsidiary of 
FANCHON & MARCO, Inc. 



































ATTENTION 


A MANAGER WHO HAS SUCCESSFULLY DEVELOPED 
SEVERAL PERSONALITIES IN SHOW BUSINESS WOULD 
CONSIDER PLACING UNDER HIS DIRECTION SOME YOUNG 
PERSON WHOSE TALENTS MERIT SPECIAL CONSIDERA- 


TION. 


IN EFFECTING SUCH AN ASSOCIATION EVERY EFFORT 
WILL BE MADE TO CREATE AND ATTAIN IMPORTANT 
RECOGNITION IN WHATEVER BRANCH OF SHOW BUSINESS 
THIS PERSON IS BEST SUITED FOR. WRITE, GIVING 


PHONE NUMBER. 
ADDRESS BOX 10 
CARE OF VARIETY. 











Only Newsreels 
Okay for Chicago 
Fan's Theatre 





Chicago, May 14. 
Plans of the World's Fair for a 
big free open air picture spot look 
haywire from all angles, Picture 
companies have unanimously de- 
clared they won't sell product to a 


free al fresco spot at the Fair in 
competition with regular’ year- 
round theatres. 

Many exchanges have also stated 
that they don't believe they'll sell 
pictures to a World's Fair spot 
even with admission prices, Figure 
that it’s unfair to the Chicago 
theatres with heavy year-round in- 
vestments. 

Only angle in World's’ Fair 
picture exhibition the exchanges 
are willing to consider is for a 
newsreel theatre, whether free or 
otherwise. Several schemes are 
now hot for the erection of a small 
newsreel spot on the Fair grounds 
with the attraction to be a place to 
park in cool comfort for 60 minutes 
or so at 25¢c a crack, 


LIQUIDATION OF D.LS. 
SHOWS $1,665,000 LOSS 


Berlin, May 2. 
Liquidation of the Deutsche 
Lichtspiel-Syndikat A.—G. which 
went into receivership in October, 
1932, is reflected by the company’s 
balance July 31, 1933. Only $28,200 


assets ave carried, the rest of the 
$1,060,000 having been written off. 
With-a loss of $61°,C00 carried for- 
ward, the totai Icss thus amounts 
to $1,665,609. 

Six hundrel and seventy thousand 
dollars had to be written off on films 
which now figure at $32,000 only on 
the asset side. This sum is merely 
regarded as an estimate, since fu- 
ture receipts from distribution can- 
not be judged because of the diffi- 
culties confronting utilization of old 
stock under the anti-double bill rul- 
ing. 

Stock to the amount of $235,000 
has been written off altogether. 

Neue Deutsche Lichtspiel Syndi- 
kat G.m.b.H., founded on the ruins 
of the old company in the summer 
of 1933, handled the utilization of 
the old company’s assets and man- 
aged to pay off all small creditors. 
Negotiations are being carried on 
with a view of disposing the old film 
stock for a lump sum, In that case 
it seems possible that a quota of 3 
or 4% may be distributed among 
the chief creditors hitherto unpaid. 

N. D. L. S. is 96% in the hands 
of Tobis and a group of exhibs, the 
other 4% being owned by a bank. 











Par’s Criterion Vamping 
Till Dietrich Is Ready 


Paramount's distributing branch, 
having a lease of six months on the 
N. Y. Criterion, is using it up in any 
way it can. Lease is with the re- 
ceivers for the mortgagor, the 
Farmers Loan & Trust. 

On ‘Villa's’ exit last week, Par 
turned the Crit into a grind, 25c at 
all times, marking another fer an 
already cluttered-up Broadway, and 
will turn sluff product into the 
house until Dietrich’s ‘Scarlet Em- 
press’ goes in on a two-a-day basis. 


Granowsky All-Star Pic 


Paris, May 5. 
Granowsky, Russian film director, 
undetered by the expense of ‘King 
Pausole’, is now announcing that in 


|‘Moscow Nights’, his next, he will 


| nelly, 


make an all star pic for the first 
time in France. 


Has already hired Annabella Spi- | 
Pierre | 


Harry Baur and 


| Richard-Willm. Story was specially 


written for filming by Pierre 
Benoit of the French Academy. 


| 
Urged by IBEW on Coast for Two | McVICKERS TO NOV ] 
Indie Antagonists | ° 
Hollywood, May 14 | 
With two independent groups of | 
soundmen organized to resist all ef- 
forts to force them into any labor 
organization that is affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, Local 40, which Total payment was $80,000, di- 
holds contracts with major studios vided into groups of $88.000 and 
covering jurisdiction of the craft for 945.000 for the ps emg . 
pictures, is combatting the union ™ or the two periods. 
objectors by endorsing a commercial 


Chicago, May 14, 
Balaban & Katz retains the loop 
| McVicker’s theatre, having paid off 
until Nov. 1. Last week B. & K,. 
made payment for the two forth- 
coming periods May-August and 
August to November. 





SOUND SCHOOL ——_-B&K RENEWS ON LOOP 





school for sound recording and mo- 
tion picture projection. 
Endorsement of the school by the 
IBEW is the first instance of its 
kind where the union has made such 
a move. Behind the tieup is seen 
the determination of the union to 
place IBEW members in all sound 
jobs in the studios with the excep- 


THE FAMOUS 
CANINE COMEDIAN 


PETE 


THE ORIGINAL 
“OUR GANG” DOG 











tion of the top positions which re- - = 

quire highly trained technicians. ser } bye 4 Dee. - wien 
IBEW local is recommending to elass at that. You'll love him. 
members who are interested in —Washington Herald. 














working in the sound field to enroll s 

in the school, idea being to replace ye eg any AY 

all those sounders who object to we Ge fete Write = Ge 

joining the union. CHAS. V. YATES 
Unusual angle to the school’s 1560 Bread aut; a west 

backing by IBEW is seen in the ay hed 








fact that instruction is also offered 





students in film sound projection. 
This despite the fact that picture 
machine operators are under the 
jurisdiction of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, 





Spot Contest Winner 
Hollywood, May 14. 

Gwenllian Gill, Paramount search- 
for-beauty winner, is the lone 
femme in the cast for Monogram’s 
‘Shock’ (Ralph Forbes). Male con- 
tingent includes Monroe Owsley, 
Reginald Sharland, Billy Bevan, 
Clyde Cook, Douglas Walton, Alex 
Courtney, Ola Hytten and Mon- 
tague Shaw, 








WARNER BROS. COMEDIES 


Dir. JOH RIVKIN 
LEO MORRISON, Agency 




















“THE CHICAGO EXAMINER” 





LAUGHTER IN ABUNDANCE MARKS NEW PRE- 
EASTER CARNIVAL AT THE EMPIRE ROOM 
By CHARLIE DAWN 


The Palmer House is glorifying jugglers in the pre-Easter Carnival, 
presented last night in the Empire Room. . .glorifying all for laughs. 

Building a new show for the Empire Room, in view of past produc- 
tions, must have been fraught with nerve-wracking moments for the 
officials in charge. I've seen exceptionally good floor shows at the 
Palmer, and, unconsciously, I've worried more than little about how the 
new show would be built. 

The idea of having jugglers in a big role might not appear impor- 
tant or even interesting on the surface. Yet the Three Swifts, better- 
than-ordinary jugglers, with a penchant for comedy, made the houseful 
of guests laugh last night—and laugh heartily—with their club throwing 
and comedy chatter plus thrills for those who happened to be sitting at 
the ringside. The Palmer House management could easily produce a 
show along stereotyped lines, but apparently the thought of the usual 


revue wasn’t in order. 
A SWIFT TRIO 


Presenting the Three Swifts, who came to Chicago after a thirty- 
seven week engagement at the Savoy Hotel, London, would be considered 
a terrific gamble if the Palmer Housers thought along the lines of the 
average bright spot operators, But fortunately, they sought the ‘‘some- 
thing different’’—and found it in far greater measure than expected when 
the Swifts took the floor and the complete attention of last night's diners 
and dancers. Indian clubs—bright red—were the only “props’’ of the 
Swifts as they went through their comedy paces. They combined comedy 
with artistry in juggling and their goings-on made Palmer House patrons 


laugh loud and long. 


THREE SWIFTS 


5 Weeks at the 
Palmer House 
Chicago 











20 Weeks at the 
Hotel Savoy 
London 


NEXT 9 WEEKS PLAYING 
THE LOEW CIRCUIT 


| Open for Cafe and Hotel Engagements After July 13 


| 
i 





REPRESENTATIVES 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY IRVING TISHMAN 


CURTIS & ALLEN 














WEEK MAY 4, PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, (Last Week) 
Personal Manager, HERMAN STARK 





JUST COMPLETED SIX WONDERFUL WEEKS iN CHICAGO—TWO YEARS IN COTTON CLUB, NEW YORK 


NICHOLAS BROTHERS 


ORIENTAL—UPTOWN—SOU TH TOW N—MARBORO—REGAL—GRAND TERRACE CAFE 


WEEK MAY 11, PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 





Representative, PHIL BLOOM 
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That B’way Jinx 


(Continued from page 1) 


RIE 1 BURLESQUE — VAUDE 
typical Broadway example. House, 


Irving Pl. Performers Win Dismissal, City Will Issue Summons in Agents 
But Mgr. Held on Indecency Charge :2,"isacwzes 2se:| N.Y. License Test Case, Says Moss 


+. comic’s deal was $10,000 for him- + 


























Indecent show charges against 10 
burlesque principals arrested last 
March in a police raid on the Irving 
Place, New York, were discharged 
in Special Sessions last week on the 
recommendation of the District At- 


HERK IS NOT ELIGIBLE 
FOR BURLEY AUTHORITY 





self and the show, plus a percent- 
age split. But percentage was one 
of those arrangements, calling 
for a 50-50 division over $31,500. 
State’s record is $40,000, established 
a few years ago by Jack Dempsey, 
but doubtful whether it has reached 


Darrow Report 


(Continued from page 5) 
enblatt for preparation of answers 


Summonses to one or a group of 
unlicensed agents will be issued this 
week by License Commissioner Paul 
Moss of New York for a test case on 
the Employment Agency Law. Con- 


R Washington, May 14. . “ ' t. G 
torney’s office. But Abe Potal, L. P. ; : $31,500 since cutting its scale. to criticism about film pact. en. fe 
house manager, arrested in the same} Election of Code Authority for Losing Arithmetic Hugh S. Johnson said as soon as| ‘erences were held Saturday (12) 
raid, was held on the same charge| burlesque industry was_ reported But Penner’s $10,000 straight all division bosses had rendered |>y the commissioner with Paul Win- 
for trial May 24 in bail of $500. near today as NRA officials awaited | wthout percentage, iatanundl the their reports he would send his re-/| dels, Corporation Counsel, to go 


District Attorney's office said it 
had advised Mayor LaGuardia of its 
opinion as to the guilt of the per- 
formers, and that the chief execu- 
tive had voiced no objections. D. A.’s 
office stated it did not hold the 
actors responsible. It’s a state law, 
anyway, that actors cannot be held 
responsible for objectionable per- 
formances. 


affidavit from National Burlesque 


Association before setting wheels 
in motion, 

Denying that Il. H. Herk, presi- 
dent of N.B.A., is under considera- 
tion for appointment as govern- 
ment member, Deputy Administra- 
tor William P. Farnsworth said to- 
day steps to set up governing body 
will be taken as soon as figures are 


average stage show cost by around 
$5,000, and in addition $1,000 or so 
over normal was spent by the the- 
atre on advertising. That $6,000 in- 
crease in operating overhead for the 
week resulted in the theatre losing 
in the neighborhood of $3,000 on 
the week. The picture that week 
was ‘Catherine the Great.’ 

Among the radio names who have 


port to the White House and pre- 
dicted full publicity will result. 
Ask Rosy’s Ouster 

Other developments in this im- 
portant sector were: 

1. Disclosure that report de- 
mands immediate ousting of Divi- 
sional Administrator Sol Rosenblatt. 
2. Disclosure that Darrow group 
calls for sweeping changes in ad- 


over the law and make sure of the 
city’s case, 


While Moss could not say on what 
day the summonses would be issued, 
he did state that he is anxious to 
get it over with as soon as possible, 
due to the fact that it is getting 
past the date when the licensing 
should have taken effect, May 1. He 
added, however, that around 100 ap- 


10 Frincipals . : aile , , j 
The 10 acidlaaner mostly strip- nema Rees g be agg athe Bete ver al po lly he, 7 ee ministrative provisions of film code. | plicants for licenses have come in 
pers, were June St!. Claire, Ruth Representation will be on propor- salaries are: Ed Wynn, $10,000; 3. Congressional condemnation of from the B way district in the past 
Tieper, Ruth Rose, Nancy Bohn. tionate basis, with association prob- Jack Pearl, $8,500; Roxy and Gang, | President's handling of Darrow find- 12 days, or since he started to issue 
Margie Hart, Mickey Markwood, ably having majority of the nine $10,000. Rest of the list takes in| jngs, subpoenas to the agents to appear { 
Martin Bohn, John Cook, Floyd | niaces. Herk is out of the question | 4ll radio names who have playe@| 4 aqmission that NRA will at his office for private questioning h 
Halicy and Bert Marion. Their ap- for government post since NRA Broadway, and that means about all inate -éitienie ts. entities cell astlong their business relations with ? 


pearance in court was not required. 
althou;h originally they had been 
held over for Special Sessions after 
aynpearing and waiving examination 
in magistrate’s court. 

Reported to have some bearing on 


regulations provide Federal mem- 
ber cannot be actively connected 
with or have financial interest in 
the industry. 

York it has 


In New been under- 





radio names. 

When the Palace was the Palace 
a radio name usually meant busi- 
ness, but in thuse days’. there 
weren't half a dozen real names on 
the air, and these fared not so well 


intra-state industries and is losing 
momentum. 

Reopening of all codes assaulted 
by Darrow, particularly the film 
pact, was under consideration as 
the lease humiliating and most ef- 


50 Subpoenas 
About 50 subpoenas issued in the 
past week to RKO, Loew and indie 
agents represented by Maurice 
Goodman and Harold Goldblatt were 


the D. A.’s lenient attitude was 8M | stood all along by Herk and other|9" subsequent Broadway picture | ‘te — aatetinae ,- | disregarded, the agents turning 
official commendation of the New| members of the managers’ associa- | house appearances. aS ~~ oe igs them over to their lawyers. Good 
{ Si nanagers P ios . tg F : , . ai nvestigated and substan- % wi? — 
Yy ork burle sque managers for the ' tion that the Empire wheel head Some observ ers have sought to plaints i Vv od : E nein ; man, as he told Moss on May 4, 
connect the ether names’ Broadway | tiated by Darrow board. ventua . 


manner in which they have ‘cleaned 


would be a code authority executive 





overhauling of these pacts is fore- 


called the License Commissioner as 


up’ their shows lately. er ete theatre weakness with the free , P 
The Irving Place raid, in which Pei ceittientee will be six | radio broadcasts available to the | gone conclusion, but Administra- ee Se t ca a 
License Commissioner Paul Moss ac- | ~paq members and three outsiders, | Metropolitan public. Between the |tion’s objective is to delay such |“ y y ~ ne agen ; 
companied members of the police ae es ‘| ~BC and CBS audience commer-|action until after Congress has was aimed at would not report 
d¢partment and d.a.’s office, climax- cials, about 25,000 people are drawn | gone home. downtown. 
ed a drive by Moss against alleg- NORTHWEST HA RI K to the radio studio shows in New A concerted drive to force the It is not the intention of the 
ediy indecent burlesque shows. It M C York each week. But surveys have | Darrow findings into daylight was | agents’ lawyers to abide by Com- 
loosed in Congress immediately after | missioner Moss’ est case, when it 


resulted in a concerted whitewash- 
ing movement by the managers, led 
by I. H. Herk, who ordered the 
scrapping of runways among other 
reforms. 


SPOTS GO NAME VAUDE 


Seattle, May 14. 





shown the bulk of this attendance 
to be the non-theatre going type, 
while even if that analyses were 
incorrect, it’s doubtful whether 25,- 
000 potential theatre-goers Sut of 


refusal to make com- 
plete report public. Senators Nye 
and Borah, whose attacks on Gen. 
Hugh Johnson's establishment led 


President’s 


comes, if the court’s decision is in 
favor of the licensing move and 
the first legal experiment subject is 
convicted of evasion of the Employ- 


The Irving Place is owned by the Keighley & Roscoe have been ap- | 7,000,000 could make much differ- |to creation of the Review Board,| ment Agency law. Agents’ law: 3s 
family estate of the former New| pointed bookers of stage attractions | ence. openly attacked the Chief Executive | contend that each rep’s case is dif- 
York District Attorney, Thomas C.|in Seattle, Portland and Tacoma for Reason has not been satisfac- |and derided his excuse that the| ferent and that Commissioner Moss’ 
T. Crain. It is operated in stock |the John Hamrick theatres. Locally | torily explained, but it remains ajreport is too voluminous. Nye] first summons may hit outside their 
burlesque by Max Willner, with | this means the Music Hall; in Port- | fact that New Yorkers won't take pointed out that document com-|clients and reach an agent who is 
I. H. Herk having an interest. land and Tacoma, the Music Boxes. | the trouble to ride downtown in prises only 6,000 words and threat-|really an agent and should be li- 

Opening major bookings, in con- | large numbers to view a radio light |ened to reveal its contents 0. the|censed. Their clients, the lawyers 








25 Vandfilm Goes 


junction with Fanchon & Marco, 
are: Duke Ellington band, Portland, 


in person. Further evidence of 
this is in the fact that when playin; 


Senate floor if White House does 
not back up in censorship effort. 


contend, are personal managers. 


In the 100 license applications 


currently; Seattle, May 19, and Ta- the New York neighborhood the- | 4 
I M e e Chi coma, May 26. Ted Lewis ork, Port- | atres the radio names draw as well Rosy Unruffled Moss claims to have received, none 
nto ajestic, ] |1and, May 19; Seattle, May 26, and|as they do out of town. Revelation that the Darrow |of the RKO, Loew and indie agents 
Tacoma, June 2. Hamrick houses Unlike Broadway, the main|crowd called for prompt removal| represented by Goodman and Gold- 





Chicago, May 14. 

Aaron Jones opens the Majestic 
June 1 with vaudfilm. Despite orig- 
inal intentions for a band show pol- 
icy, house goes five acts and pic- 
tures, with the band in the pit. 

Top admission will likely be 25 
cents. , 





Bert Levey Gets Two 
Los Angeles, May 14. 
Bert Levey office has added the 


up admish from 40c to 55c at Music 
Hall for the stage attractions. 

Plan is to have name acts at in- 
tervals of two weeks. Kate Smith, 
Olsen and Johnson are due to follow 
the Ellington and Lewis bands. 





Minor, Root’s Flash 


Minor and Root, dance team, will 
head a combination of two or three 
acts in a minnie unit scheduled to 
open Friday (18) at the Albee, 


streets of the country are partial to 
air turns, especially local or nearby 
station fans, who invariably pack 
‘em in when playing theatres in 
their home territories. 


Same In Chicago 
Chicago, May 14. 
No special draw for the down- 
town theatrical district of Chicago 
in the matter of radio headliners. 
They do much better, proportion- 


of Rosenblatt as unfit, prejudiced, 
and inefficient brought no expres- 
sions of alarm from film code au- 
thor. ‘I’m not worrying about that, 
Rosy asserted, with air of complete 
confidence that he can override ob- 
jections to his conduct and atti- 
tude. 

Snarl over future of the board 
was matter of major significance 
as Darrow revealed intentions of 
running for several more weeks 
despite White House statement that 


blatt is included. 


Loew Resumes Vaude 
In Syr.; House Mgr. 
To Sub for Penner 





Syracuse, May 14. 
Loew's State will swing over toa 


Kino, Albuquerque, N. M., and the| Brooklyn, and follow into the Palace, | 4tely, in the neighborhood houses/pboard would fold at the end of|vaude policy on Friday (18), offer- 
Empire, Victoria, B. C., to its books.|N. Y._ than when playing the variety |this month. Another sore spot was|ing Joe Penner and four other acts. 
Both stands are for three days| Phil Bloom of Rockwell-O’Keefe | Stands on State or Randolph |the status of John F. Sinclair, sole State will do five and six shows 
streets. B&K Chicago theatre ar- |friend of codes on the board, whose] daily during the Penner engage- 


each. 





office, arranging the act. 
































Marcus Loew 




























chives could produce a list of radio 
personalities who played that big 


was during the World’s Fair last 
summer and it was noted at the 
time that the blackface pair while 
drawing heavily seemed to be get- 





double usual takings. 


resignation ‘as submitted Along 


with a minority report but has not 


ceeded to elect W. W. Neal of North 
Carolina vice-chai-man in Sinclair's 
place, 

Additional light thrown on man- 





combined with Darrow attack, is 





ment, except on Sunday, when the 
radio star will be off the bill to fulfill 


; : : : : 
) =< _—_— house at fancy figures without been accepted. Maintaining that] broadcast obligations in New York 
upping the grosses enough, if any.| president had accepted Sinclair’s| York City. Harry F. Shaw, house 
Amos ’n’ Andy enjoyed a g00d | withdrawal, Darrow crowd pro-| Manager, will step in to replace 
week at the Chicago. However this Penner on Sunday. He is an old- 


time trouper. 


INTERSTATE TO CLOSE 





BOOKING MANAGER Publix theatre in St. Cloud, Minn.,|sands of code violations have gone|the changed situation, although 
grossed $1,800 with the attraction|unpunished and major. obstacles Johnson expressed the opinion that 
on Saturday and Sunday, nearly|have been encountered. This fact. |good features of compacts will con- 


tinue to live. 





BOOKING GENC x ting the tourists rather than native a wen pees: ae yrapares 
Chicagoans. Thus tending to con- last week included revelation that 
firm the validity of the theory that reviewers have called oe rer UNTIL COOL WEATHER ¢ 
radio personalities do not duplicate venir method a gp mise ng 
Gener ti OFFi their -provincial magnetism when and particularly atinemne — abe 
al &xecu tve tces appearing at the sophisticatea|UP Of the film C.A. Alternative Interstate’s unit time folds after 
downtown crossroads. plan submitted by Darrow sroup/this week for the duration of the 
Oddly enough while the radio |iMvelves creation of Code Authori- summer. Final unit, Janette 
headliners have, in general, done |ties With equal representation for} Hackett’s ‘Cheer Up,’ opened in 
only fair at the north end of the |/@rse, small and Government groups. | Dallas Saturday (12). 
, loop where the big variety houses |4 5-5-5 Code Authority is recom- Sudden heat wave decided Karl 
are located at the opposite end of |™ended for film industry. Hobiltzelle and Bob O'Donnell, 
the loop, 12 blocks away, is that Theory behind this suggestion is | operators, to revert to straight pic- 
number one sock of broadcast-|that capitalistic system has failed |t until the fall, when units will ie 
iGO Ww EST 46" ST- ing, the perennial WLS Barn Dance |to bring stability and orderly con-| return to the four weeks of time. 
show which fills the Eighth Street duct; thac self-regulation under Charlie Freeman, booker, will 
BRyant 9-7800 NEW YORK CITY theatre twice every Saturday night |Government watching has failed;|place attractions in Dallas and 
at 75 cents top and without a mo- |@nd that only solution to economic | Houston for occasional weeks dur- 
tion picture. « problems is equal division of con-|ing the hot months when available. 
——— trol of industrial affairs. Darrow |Is dickering at present with Sally 
Local Faves Okay group tacitly admits that outcome | Rand for a week in each of the two 
Minneapolis, May 14. would be virtual Government dic- |towns on percentage. 
J H LUBIN Local radio artists are proving|tatorship, with little industry reps 
e e ace box-office draws on personal|and Government members of code ae 
GENERAL MANAGER appearances in film houses. ‘Tim|authorities joining forces to keep|expected to result in virtuc” aboli- 
and Teena,’ a local fav on WCCO-|big competitors in hand. tion of the Johnson machine as soon 
CBS for the past two years, has Karly end of entire NRA organi-|as the Congressional session has 
been touring Publix and other|zation grew more probable in light |ended. 
MARVIN H. SCHENCK houses in the territory, playing |of Gen. Johnson's retreat from field Scrapping of all codes is ad- 
two-day stands and clicking. of intra-state business where thou- | mittedly a possible consequence of ¢ 
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Indie Houses Will 


Continue NVA 





Drive on Strength of ‘Name’ Short 


Favorable reaction to the NVA 
talker short, used as a trailer dur- 
ing the NVA Fund drive last week 
has resulted in an indefinite ex- 
tension of the drive. In addition to 
the 2,487 theatres that participated 
in the regular drive, which ended 
Friday (12), between 1,000 and 2,- 
600 indie theatres throughout the 
country will play the short and take 
up collections during the next three 
weeks. 

Cast 
Walter Huston, 


in the trailer consists of 
Jimmie Durante, 
Robert Montgomery, Block and 
Sully and Lanny Ross. Many the- 
atres last week gave it special bill- 
ing on the strength of the names. 

Estimated gross on last week’s 
collections is $200,000, which would 
exceed the 1933 take by $80,000. 
But no precise figures ar. available, 
since the only reports i. thus far 
are from a few independents and 
some individual cities. The circuits 
haven't yet filed their returns. 

Budget Obtained 

At any rate, the reorganized NVA 
Fund feels confident that the com- 
ing fiscal year’s overhead will have 


“been obtained on the drive, with 


possibly something to spare. Last 
year’s $200,000 operating cost for 
the Saranac Lake Sanatorium and 
the New York social end will be 
considerably reduced this year 
through ecenomies already effected 
and more to follow. Harold Rod- 
ner, handling the NVA reorganizing 
for the circuits, expects to have the 
New York clubroom problem solved 
this week, with removal from the 
costly West 46th street clubhouse 
to be arranged before June 1. 





Los Angeles, May 14. 

NVA Relief Fund week here 
wound up with around $3,500 in the 
till. Three Warner houses collect- 
ed about $2,000. All spots made 
four collections daily. 

Paramount had a box in the lobby 
and the take was 30 cents. 


RKO-WB GET $1,700 
IN CHICAGO FOR NVA 


Chicago, May 14. 

NVA collections in Chicago last 
week amounted to $1,700. Collec- 
tions were made only by RKO and 
Warners, the former getting some 
$750 at its sole Palace theatre, while 
Warners collected the remainder 
through its group of southside 
neighborhood spots. 

alaban & Katz turned down the 
NVA collections, claiming that it 
Was just an annoyance to the pub- 
lic. Aaron Jones was not even in- 
formed about the NVA drive, he 
claims, and therefore the State- 
Lake was not included in the drive. 


Murphy to Set English 
Unit on American Base 











Bob Murphy will return to Eng- 
land next fall, taking some Ameri- 
can talent over with him with a 
view of producing a variety unit 
there. He'll import the rhythm sec- 
tion of a stage band, a dance stager, 
producer and a couple of specialty 
acts, and build a show of native 
artists around the U. S. nucleus, 

Murphy just got back from Lon- 
don, where he played 11 weeks. He 
played four weeks out of nine at 
the Palladium, three of them on 
repeat bookings. Last week he 
opened for Loew’s for eight weeks, 
after which he'll do the usual sum- 
mer lazy bones on the Murphy 
farm. 


Sybil Vane’s Cut 


Svbil Vane returned to New York 
from Europe last week after a 
three-years’ absence and imme- 
diately went into the Mt. Sinai 





hospital, where Dr. Goldstien per- 
formed an eye operation. 
Actress reported doing okay. 


Operation was long postponed and 
traceable to a scarlet fever attack 
when she was a child. 


FAY COURTNEY TO ORIENT 
Portland, Ore., May 14. 
Fay Courtney leaves after her 
engagement at the Capitol for 
Shanghai, to appear at the Cani 
Drome foe three months. 





What They Thought 





Los Angeles, May 14 . 
Orpheum, one of several 
local theatres participating in 
the NVA drive, collected $450.71 
for the fund. 
Management says many of 
the customers thought they 
were dishing out for the NRA. 


PERMANENT ORG 














FOR INDIE REPS. 


Artists 
new 


Independent Vaudeville 
Representatives’ Association, 
organization embracing the princi- 
pal New York indie agents, has 
commenced to function on a perma- 
nent basis. Phil Coscia is presi- 
dent. 

Other officers elected last week: 
Sid Hall, vice-president; Buddy 
Lee, treasurer, and Don Sherwood, 
secretary. 

On the board of governors are 
Sam Shepard, Sammy Burke, Bill 
Schilling, Al Rickard, Lew Sharp 
and the four officers. 


Duals and 7 Acts Is 
One Way a Theatre 
Tries to Lick Slump 


San Francisco, May 14. 

Fox-West Coast with its Fox 
Orpheum, Oakland, is instituting 
first-run double bills and seven acts 
of vaude at 40 cents top. 

Oakland situation plenty tough 
these days. F-WC figures duals the 
only way to keep even, despite the 
Orph being the only vaude house 
in town. It’s booked by Bert Levey. 

Two pix and vaude go into the 
RKO Golden Gate here next week 
(23) at 40 cents, with Levey also 
booking this spot. 


Publix Minnesota Goes 
In for Occasional Vode 


Minneapolis, May 14, 

The Minnesota theatre, 4,200-seat 
ace Publix deluxe in this territory, 
will offer occasional stage attrac- 
tions along with pictures. This will 
make three local theatres with such 
a policy, the others being the State 
(Publix) and the Orpheum (Singer). 
Minnesota this week has Roxy and 
His Gang, with Mary Pickford 
scheduled for her first local personal 
appearance at the same house the 
week of June 15. 
Since reopening, Minnesota, after 
being closed nearly three years, has 
operated straight pictures up to this 
week. 

















Scollay Out 


Boston, May 14. 
Scollay set to drop vaude May 19, 
and go double films for summer, 
This will leave stage shows at 
only Met and Orpheum. 





FISHER’S SUMMER TRIO 


Arthur Fisher landed three sum- 
mer spots this past week, all to 
open with vaude Thursday (17). 

Mayfair Gardens, Baltimore, a 
converted theatre with a Casino 
de Paree policy, will play four acts 
on a full-week basis. Theaters in 
Patchogue and Bayshore, L lL, 
bearing the names of the towns 
will play five acts each on a split- 
week policy. 





Grace Moy’s Divorce 
Hollywood, May 14. 

Grace Moy, vaude and screen act- 
ress, has filed divorce proceedings 
in Superior court against Lloyd 
(Hib) Boston, non-pro. 

Miss Moy, who has just been 
tested by Metro, charged extreme 





cruelty in her action. 


CASINO MAKES FULL 
SWING INTO DUALS 


Casino, New York, which went 
from straight vaude to vaudfilms 
three weeks ago, completes the cycle 
May 18, when it drops the stage 
shows to take on double features. 

Indie combine of Haring & Blu- 
menthal and Jack Shapiro continues 
to operate. 


Russell Markert Music 
Hall’s Pro Tem Stager; 











Russell Markert becomes the 
stage producer at the Radio City 
Music Hall for a month, batting for 


Leon Leonidoff who goes to Europe 
on vacation this week. Up to yes- 
terday (Monday) afternoon Leoni- 
doff hadn't decided which boat he’s 
going to take, but was sure of go- 
ing some time during the week, 


Markert stages the dances for the 


ettes). Like Leonidoff, he came 
over to Radio City from the old 
Roxy. 

While abroad Leonidoff will com- 
bine biz with pleash, combing the 
Continent for production ideas. 


TOM KELLY NAMED 
AFA REP. IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

At a meeting Friday night (11) in 
Musicians’ hall here, the United En- 
tertainers’ Association of Philadel- 
phia was formed, with Tom Kelly 
elected president. Kelly was also 
appointed local representative of the 
American Federation of Actors. 


Speakers at the meeting included 
Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of American Federation of Ac- 
tors; Harry Calkins, who represent- 
ed the Musicans’ union; J. H. Car- 
son, and Frank Lynch. 


State-Lake Returns © 
To Sunday Openings 


Chicago, May 14. 
State-Lake theatre reverts to 
Sunday openings this week (20). 
Aaron Jones originally opened this 
house on Sunday, but switched to 
Friday openings about four months 
ago. Figures the Sunday debut a 
better header for the World’s Fair 
mobs, 











Leonidoff aia 


Hall’s Rockettes (formerly Roxy-.: 





Seeing No Future 
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for Himself 


In Vaude, M. Schenck Quitting 
To Learn Loew-Metro Film End 





One Way Out 





Clifford Wayne, who heads a 
troupe of Sioux Indians, and 
Ray Shannon were standing on 
the Palace beach talking last 
halves and such. 

‘Well,” said Wayne, ‘guess 
I'll go home and feed my In- 
dians.’ 

‘Why bother? asked Shan- 
non, Set ’em go out and hunt!’ 


WASH. INVASION 
TOUGH ON 
ACTORS 


_ Washington, May 14. 

Rush of 500,000 visitors to the 
capital during the past three weeks 
hasn’t harmed the theatres, but the 
vaude acts playing it are paying 
for it in hardships. Crowded con- 
dition has been forcing the actors 
to take their choice of stopping at 
boarding houses on the city’s out- 
skirts, or commute from Alexan- 
dria or Baltimore, nearest towns 
where hotel facilities are available. 

Local stage-show houses’ use 
about 15 acts a week, and the ma- 
jority have been living out of town. 
When a Washington hotel does have 
an open room, the rates are so high 
the average act can't afford it. An 
illustration is the $20-a-day rap at 
the Willard. 

The big show in the upper and 
lower houses of Congress is draw- 
ing most of the visitors. Last week’s 
cherry blossom festival was another 
tourist attraction, 

















B&K Holds Cherniavsky 


Chicago, May 14. 

Josef Cherniavsky remains with 
the B & K Chicago theatre as or- 
chestra conductor, going into his 
second year -s baton-waver. 

Cherniavsky had been set to move 
over to the nite club Cascades, in 
the remodeled Auditorium theatre, 
when B & K prevailed upon him to 
renew his contract. 





Inside Stuff-Vaude 





Parade’ unit. 
envelope was blank due to i.o.u.’s 


matter without success. 


on Ross then was a definite n.g. 


the Capitol, Loew booked, at $2,500. 


of 10 pieces. 


ishing. 


San when they are done with them. 





franchise holders and associates. 


First known time that a white performer replaced a colored actor in 
an all-colored show occurred at Proctor’s, Newark, for the ‘Harlem On 
He who went out was Danny Small, m.c., because his pay 
His replacement was Hal Fimberg, 
who wrote a couple of songs for the unit and staged the dances 

Small waited until the overture had started for the last performance 
before he delivered his ultimatum to Jack Klotz, producer. 
son, who headlined the revue for the one week, tried tu arbitrate the 
So after the pit ork had gone into its third 
rendition of the overture, Klotz ordered Fimberg to black up. 


Bill Robin- 





Tab version of the opera adaptation of ‘“%mperor Jones’ by Eugene 
O'Neill-Louis Gruenberg is off for the picture houses. 

Idea was to get Jules Bledsoe for the titular lead, but apart from the 
great vocal difficulty to sing the operatic tab three and four times daily 
in a presentation theatre, the circuits also admitted that their average pit 
orchestras would be unable to cope with the Gruenberg score. 





When Lanny Ross played the Palace, N. Y., some months ago, at $750, 
a Loew booker looked at the act as a possibility for his house. 


Report 


Last week Ross completed his second successive seven day stanza at 





Minneapolis musicians union decreed that even though the stage en- 
tertainment consisted entirely of George Olsen and his orchestra, the 
State, Publix house, would have to employ a pit orchestra of a minimum 
The theatre didn’t use the pit orchestra, but turned over 
$600, the amount that it would have cost, to the musicians’ union, 





While Maurice Goodman and Harold Goldblatt are working as a team 
in legally representing the combined Loew-RKO-indie agents’ groups in 
their battle against the proposed New York City licensing, Goodman is 
getting a retainer, but Goldblatt is serving gratis. 





The library at the NVA Sanatorium, Saranac Lake, N. Y., needs replen- 
Present library has been neglected and most of the books are 
extremely old. NVA would like actors and others to send books to the 





Loew agents’ association, newly reorganized, is seeking to make a deal 
for group life and disability insurance for its members, including both 


7 —————- 


Marvin Schenck, Loew's vaudee 
ville booking head, is withdrawing 
from the vaudeville end by gradual 
stages, preparatory to transferring 
altogether to the picture and thea- 
tre fields. But he'll remain with 
his own organization, Loew- Metro, 

For the time being, Schenck con- 
tinues officially as the circuit's 
head booker under the exchange's 
general manager, J. H. Lubin, but 
will devote part of his time to du- 
ties in the Loew theatre and Metro 
picture offices. By fall it is ex- 
pected Schenck will step out alto- 
gether, with Sidney Piermont in 
line to succeed him in the booking 
office. 

Schenck is Lubin'’s son-in-law 
and a nephew of Nick and Joe 
Schenck. A short time ago he had 
an opportunity to join the latter 
through a United Artists connec- 
tion, but declined. He also turned 
down a recent chance to go to the 
Coast for Metro in an undefined 
capacity, preferring to remain in 
New York and learn the business 
from the home-office end. 

Concurring with other present- 
day vaudeville bookers, Schenck 
sees no future for himself in the 
variety field and feels it is time to 
step into a more progressive branch 
of the industry. Another vaude- 
ville booking head, with the same 
opinion of his future in vaudeville, 
and who gave up a high salaried job 
for a change of scenery, was Harold 
Kemp, who left Warners to go with 
NBC. 

Schenck has been the Loew head 
booker for 11 years. 





Bramson Supervising 
B.&K. Vaude Bookings 
- For 3 Ace Houses 


Chicago, May 14. 

Realignment in the booking set- 
up of B. & K. practically brings 
Sam Bramson into the main book- 
ing office of the circuit to supervise 
the Oriental, Marbro and Uptown, 

Bramson will handle these spots 
in conjunction with Laurence 
Golde, who will submit vaude ma- 
terial from ihe William Morris 
office in New York. Golde was in 
for a day last week conferring on 
general policies. 


GOOD ENOUGH REASON 
WHY PITT’S OFF VODE 


Pittsburgh, May 14, 

Flurry of stage shows in twe 
downtown deluxers, “enn and 
Stanley, seems to have petered out 
as quickly as it started. Only thing 
in sight is Guy Lombardo’s book- 
ing at Stanley Md¥ 25 with possie 
bility that Penn may get Lupe Ve- 
lez same date, although not defile 
nite. 

Penn, with eight weeks of stage 
shows recently, made money on 
only two, .Joe Penner and Buddy 
Rogers. Stanley made a little 
with Eddie Cantor and broke even 
with Sally Rand. 

Aside from these, however, flesh 
has been plenty costly. 


Skater Reynolds as Ind. 
Democrat Conv. Delegate 


Rensselaer, Ind., May 14. 

Earl Reynolds, of the vaude 
skating team of Reynolds and Done- 
gan, has been nominated as dele- 
gate-at-large to the Democratie 
convention from northwest Indiana, 

Reynolds will be a delegate not 
only to the State Democratic con- 
vention, but also to the national 
convention, 




















Delmar, Agent 


Harry Delmar, actor-producer, 
leaves for the Coast this week te 
turn picture agent, 

John Bonney, lawyer-backer of 
‘Delmar’s Revels,’ bought out Dele 
mar's share in the unit and intends 
to revive it next season on his owa, 
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AL BERNIE 
Impressions 

10 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Al Bernie is a youngster who has 
acquired something of a rep around 
Broadway through (1) being Rudy 
Vallee’s protegee and under his 
direct personal management; and 
(2) through working with Vallee 
at the Hollywood cabaret-restau- 
rant, Broadway nitery. That Val- 
lee’s judgment is more than ade- 
quately sustained becomes ap- 
parent from the gong, for Bernie 
is an unusually clever mimic. He’s 
a youth in his early ‘teens whose 
stage presence is that of a veteran 
and whose talents are quite exten- 
sive. 

He was an individual click in this 
presentation, although permitted to 
run too long. Like every young- 
ster, he did everything in the cata- 
log. He runs a gamut of radio num- 
bers, with a dash of screen impres- 
sions, starting with ‘The Shadow’ 
and through ‘The Goldbergs,’ Vallee, 
a hoke soprano, Arliss, Hepburn, 
Durante, ‘Little Caesar,’ Joe Pen- 
ner and a dash of Ed Wynn. It’s 
all good, but some much better than 
the rest, and in toto too long. 

He could forget Arliss, Hepburn, 
Wynn, the soprano, possibly Vallee 
(excepting as a salute to his spon- 
sor), and still have plenty on the 
ball, for the others are the real 
highlights. His opening ‘Shadow,’ 
with the effects of sirens, rat-tat- 
tat of machine gun, plus the sup- 
plementary byplay later on of barn- 
yard calls, ete., afford him ample 
opportunities for demonstration of 
his versatility. 

Bernie (no relation to Ben) is 
one of the comparatively new faces 
around the Broadway deluxers, al- 
though enjoying something a news- 
paper columnist rep because of his 
long Hollywod nitery engagement, 
plus the intermittent broadcasts with 
Vallee. He’s corking stage timber 
having the combined assets of youth 
and ability to project himself into 
visible acclaim. Abel. 


PAULINE 
COOKE 


1674 Broadway 
STADLER and ROSE 


Sixth Month 
LONDON—PARIS—GERMANY 























Last Week, Tower, Kansas City 
This Week 
ORIENTAL, CHIOAGO 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Next Week, Lyric, Indianapolis 
Dir. FRED ROSENTHAL 





PHIL HARRIS and LEAH RAY 
Orchestra, Songs 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Phil Harris and his orchestra 
with Leah Ray as featured songs- 


tress, supplementing Harris’ own 
vocal abilities, does not figure 
strictly as a New Act. As a pre- 


sentation it’s a vet on the air and 
in the smart nite spots on both 
coasts and in between. But as a 
stage act there’s no record of cov- 
erage thereof. 

As an indoor rostrum presenta- 
tion, Harris’ bandology is as adapt- 
able to stage as it is to air, hotel 
or cabaret dance floor; or even to 
screen, for Harris has made one 
notable short and a not so notable 
feature for Radio Pictures, 


Here at the Paramount he’s billed | 
as with his Palais Royal orchestra. 
They just closed at the Palais for 
the summer and have an ether rep 
to further bolster the booking. 


As distinguished as Harris’ is 
Leah Ray’s individual performance. 
She’s a looker with charm and a 
voice, who registers markedly from 
the front and has likewise evidenced 
screen ability in a short. Both are 
unusually effective in the vocal 
doubles, while Harris’ own deep- 
voiced delivery has previously at- 
tracted ether attention and com- 
ment. His voice lends itself also 
to the Bert Williams school of 
dialectic talk-songs, but he’s wise 
to eschew it because his rangy, ro- 
mantic personality goes best with 
the more contemporaneous pops. 


Harris-Ray belong in the new 
ether alumni cycle of those radio 
attractions who, having built up 
something of a mike vogue, can g0 
into the picture houses and cash in 
on it. It’s good for once-around for 
almost any of ’em and good for in- 
stitutional bookings for the out- 
standers. Harris orchestra and 
Miss Ray should attain a place in 
the latter classification. Abel. 


GEORGIE TAPPS 
Dancers 
5 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Georgie Tapps has been around, 
previously with a quartet of girls 
and latterly on his own in presenta- 
tions, but not individually recorded. 

He’s one of the most advanced 
contemporaneous tapsters with a 
basic terp ability that compels at- 
tention and a youthful personality 
and style that cements the favor- 
able impression. Tapps is one 
of those talented hoofing prodigies 
who will become an overnight s3en- 
sation in some Broadway show. 
When the anticipated Broadway 
musical comedy resurrection ma- 
terializes next season he may find 
his ultimate setting, although he’s 
pliable and highly adaptable to any 
rostrum presentation. 

Seemingly the Paramount cus- 
tomers know their taps for their 
hand-to-hand music interrupted 
him on occasion. After the first 
rhythmic number Tapps essayed an 
announced tap session to ‘La Cum- 
parsita,’ current tango fav, ay: reg- 











istered as handily. bel. 

















RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


(This Week, May 11) 


STUART and LASH 


Direction IRVING YATES 


HARRY 














JACK 


Personal Direction 
MARK LEDDY 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT WITHIN SIX MONTHS 


After a Successful Western Tour 


ALLEN and KENT 


With Capable Co-operation of JIM and MAUD CARR 
RKO PALACE, NEW YORK (This Week, May 11) 


BETTY 


RKO 
MILES INGALS 


CALIFORNIA REVELS (7) 
Dance Flash 

11 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 

Contains nothing by way of 
specialties that are not generic to 
acts of its kind. Opens with 5 
good looking girls in abbreviated 
sequins of black and white doing an 
intro verse. The ‘full’ drape setting 
is used all the way even for solo 
specialties that lose effect against 
such a broad stage setting. Trick 
panel above a 6-step stairway cen- 
tered back ups to reveal a boy and 
girl who do a swinging tap duet. 
The one punchful moment is when 
a trio made up from the line does 
some military precision stuff. Light- 
ing hardly commendable and the 
white drapes with black borders 
used for the setting regardless of 
what it backgrounds can’t be 
termed apt staging. Finaled here 
on a 5§-act layout and that’s all. 


Act has a good blonde back bender. 
Shan, 





MOORE and REVEL 

Comedy Dancers 

Paramount, N. Y. 

This mixed hoke comedy dance 
combo has been around, but not 
previously noticed individually, ac- 
cording to the records. And, for the 
records, working into a _ picture 
house presentation, their actual 
clocking is difficult and must be ap- 
proximated at around five mins. 
The idea’s not new, starting legit 
ballroomology and into the clown- 
ing, but Jane Moore’s exceedingly 
funny gondolas and the way she 
holds those dogs is something new. 
Their own style, too, is impressive. 
After the bright hoke start, Phil 
Harris’ m.c. announcement of the 
Carioca only brings on another ver- 
sion of the Spanish comedy hoofing 
in 1934 dress. Withal they’re more 
than averagely satisfactory as a 
sight laff act, ideal for the yr - 
pacities, A bel. 


HELENE DANIELS 
Singing 
11 Mins.; One 
Academy, N. Y. 
From radio Miss Daniels comes to 
vaudeville as a soloist of merit and 
almost a certainty to please every- 
where she plays. What retards her 
from being a definite sock is a rou- 
tine of songs lacking a standout ar- 
rangement and, especially, a lilting 
rhythm number. 
Working behind a mike and with 
differently tinted pin-spots for each 
of her six songs, Miss Daniels easily 
held the audience here through 
sheer quality of voice. Mellow, 
smooth timbre of the latter is per- 
fectly adaptable to the ballads she 
sings. Her general delivery is far 
above the average of the usual run 
of ether performers, although she 
can still strive for greater ease in 
her arm movements. 

In the middle frame here and off 
to good applause after ° set encore. 


Ghicksman Producing 
Another Variety Short 


E. M. Glucksman’s Mentone com- 
pany is producing another variety 
short this week at its New York 
studio. 

Bob Hope and Armida top the 
cast. Title is ‘Soup to Nuts.’ 


Pat West Okay 


Pat West, comedian, who was in- 
jured while driving to Hollywood, 
was reported discharged from a 
Denver hospital last week. Acci- 
dent happened near Denver, the 
car being demolished, according to 
word received by John J. Kemp, 
who handled the insurance. 

Machine was a Ford owned by 
Bobby Connolly. West was accom- 
panied by the director’s Jap valet, 
who was more seriously hurt. 


STOOGERY PERSONALS 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Howard, Fine and Howard will do 
two weeks of personals between 
comedies at Columbia. 
Trio opens at the Palace, Chicago, 
Friday (18), and follows this with 
a week at the Michigan, Detroit. 


DONN ON THE HUNT 


Lee Donn, London vaude agent, 
is in New York. After two weeks 
will go on to Chicago and Holly- 
wood. 





























Scouting for talent. 


UNIT REVIEWS 





MET, BOSTON 


(UP POPS THE KING’) 
Boston, May 12. 

‘Up Pops the King,’ announced as 
breaking in here has its best asset in 
John Murray Anderson's monicker 
as producer. As a show it’s n. s. h., 
needs plenty attention, and smacks 
as too hastily out of the workshop. 
Even sets look too new-painty, like 
garish gewgaws in a toy store. 

Before it’s gone far, idea pops up 
it’s a cross between human pygmies 
and grown-ups, and nil happens to 
change the notion; just a hybrid 
crossing of Singer's Midgets and 
man-sized talent with gaudy back- 
grounds, and both the Lilliputians 
and the big folk losing caste in the 
misfit on balance. 
Opens with ‘Pop Up Rook” num- 
ber, Ernest McChesney tenoring in- 
troduction, Alton girls aiding, and 
midgets filing out of the ‘book.’ 
Cleverest bit of business of show. 
As adults look on, up goes cover of 
book, scenic castle showing, and pa- 
rade of pygmies enters from castle 
door, special hit being the ‘beef eat- 
ers. King is the last, the teeny- 
weeniest of all. 
Next, Doc Rockwell comes on with 
his lecture on human anatomy, and 
he got plenty laughs with his zany 
patter, torso model, etc. Promising 
was the setting for next, a ‘cage 
number,’ stage revealed animal 
arena style, with boxes ranged 
round such as lions and tigers pose 
upon. McChesney is the trainer, 
and the snap of his whip puts the 
Alton girls through their routines. 
Meta Carlye, dancer; Delmar Twins 
and Nita Krebs, comely midget lass, 
go through a nice adagio routine. 
Then a march of the midgets and 
the grown-ups, colorful but not 
much else. Rockwell next sits, with 
king in tiny chair at his side, and 
patters as Madelyn Meredith and 
Wes Adams do their ballroom dance 
stuff. Japanese Garden number is 
merely cute, then a yellow number, 
chorines (10) in that color costumes. 
Kay Picture danced to nice ap- 
plause. 
Hilarity episode was Rockwell's 
scissoring of titan Barbara Stoll’s 
red gown as she tried to sing. 
Flashy mirror set with two small 
bars for finale, brought suggestion 
of ‘Wonder Bar’ inspiration; if so, 
weak. More song and dance, and 
best was when center turn-tabled, 
bringing into view the midget band, 
which was about the only thing left 
of the Singer Midget original variety 
act. Then the ensemble LX close. 


bey. 





MARIE PURL UNIT 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, May 11, 

This show has two legs to stand 
on, but no body, so to speak. Dure 
ing its whole 45 minutes the Julian 
Stanley Collegians, eight-piece 
band, featuring Frankie Davis, nut 
drummer and a burlesquing spring 
dance trio composed of Billy and 
Jimmy Harvey and Reggie Vestal, 
are the only standouts. Other stuff 
is just fair filler. It suffers from 
the usual unit trouble of too much 
dancing and that in jaded routine. 

Opus opens full up on the stage 
band which hots into a medley of 
college tunes closing with one that’s 
closest home for a good mitting 
start. Bobby Dyer, m.c., and uke 
man, introduces the eight James 
dancers, line of femmes, who @o 
some fairish leg-and-arming to 
clear the stage for some following 
funny biz with the me. Reggie 
Vestal, Mickie McGlynn and Marie 
Pur! participating. 

Harvey Brothers with four of the 
line do a fast tap and step aside, 
allowing Miss McGlynn te sing two 
numbers. Cute and a looker, she 
puts her stuff across by personality 
alone. 

Harvey and Dally, mixed team, 
offer an offtime broken rhythm 
dance which is pushed off by a trie 
aping the ‘By a Waterfall’ pic 
number. Band whips up the lage 
ging tempo of show at this period 
and socks over for an_ encore. 
Group has an empty boitle-steam 
calliope bit combined with contom 
tions by Davis that’s the gem of the 
show. Almost immediately after» 
ward comes the spring dance which 
rated a laugh here and is about as 
ludicrous as three nut comics could 
manage. 

Dance of the line after this 
an Egyptian number is its best, 
both in lights and novelty. Then 
finale. Probably would have been 
better to get the spring dance just 
ahead of the final flourish, which 


would send the audience out stl 
shaking. 

Show bills a shadow dancer 
(plume waver in disguise), but she 


was yanked after the first perform- 
ance because the powers thought 
the edge had gone off with five pre- 
vious acts of that type considered, 
Haxton Sisters give enough bare 
flesh to the offering anyhow. 


Troupe is owned and was staged 
by Marie Purl, Barney. 




















STILL THE GREATEST CHINESE ACT 
OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD 


LONG TACK SAM 


Featuring His Daughters 


MI-NA and NEE-SA 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK (This Week, May 11) 


Vhrection SIMON AGENCY 














August 15. 


FOUR FRANKS 


Casino Theatre, New York (This Week, May 11) 


NOTE :—We have set our European bookings back 
to January, 1935, due to our Fair dates, which start 


Personal Direction—SIMON AGENCY 





























VIOLET CARLSO 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK (THIS WEEK, MAY 11) 


Personal Representative 


WM. S. MACK, Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
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Tuesday, May 15, 1934 





VARIETY 


35 











Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 





NEXT WEEK (May 18) 
THIS WEEK (May 11) 


show, whether full or split week 








RKO 





Paramount 








BEw YORK CITY 
Palace (18) 
Oliver 

i rte fill) 

(il) 

Allen & Kent 

Pawi Gerrits 

Wiolet Carlson 

Stuart & Lash 

Reong Tack Sam 

Academy 
Jet half (18-21) 





DES MOINES 
Keith's 
24 half (22-24) 
Sally Rand Co 
: DETROIT 
Fox (18) 
Hal LeRoy 
Ken Murray 
Adler & Bradford 
(Two to fill) 
(11) 


Gracie Barrie 





——- - 








LEDDY & SMITH 


MILES INGALLS 
Presents 
PAUL GERRITS 
ALLEN and KENT 
eas,” ~-s0 YORK 

ow 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (18) 
Dave Apollon Rev 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (18) 
Bayes & Speck 
Long Tack Sam Co 
BUFFALO 
Buffale (18) 
Hal Sherman Co 
Pichianna Tr 
Eunice Healy 
Poet Prince 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (J8) 
Simms & Bailey 
Hal Menken 
Park & Clifford 
11 


Gloria Swanson 
Thurston Hall 
Walter Greaza 
Ray & Sunshine 
Maurine & Norva 

Marbro (11) 
Solly Ward 





Stan Kavanaugh 

Harris 2 & IL 

4 Mulien Sis 

Burns Moriarty & B 

(18) 

Melson & Irmanette 

Rome & Gaut 

Dale Rhodes 

Gine DeQuincy & 1. 
(il) 


Duncan Sis 
Will Mahoney 
Whitey Roberts 
Vernon Craig 
Earl LaVere 
Rose Twins 
Ted Cook 
Alton Dancers 
Tivoli (18) 
Earl LaVere 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Hudson Wonders 
DETROIT 
Michigan (18) 
Clit Edwards 
Paul Draper 











B Gay Boys 
Millard & Marlin 
Frank Richardson 
rner Wolf & H 
zzone & Keene R 
2d half (15-17) 
Bickle & Gray Rev 
Chaz Chase 
Keller Sis & L 
Tommy Mack Co 
Howard Woods Ore 


BROOKLYN 

Albee (18) 
Jerome Mann 
Harris 
Ieah Ray Ore 
(Three to fill) 

(11) 

Mattison’s Rhythms 
Ames & Arno 
Bims & Bailey 
@eorge Beaity 
Bddie South Ore 


Madison 
Ist half (19-20) 
Daveys 
ek Randall Co 
ree to fill) 
ist half (12-138) 


Arthur Petley 
th Ford 
vitt & Lockwood 
Wans & Lynton 
Tilyou 
let half (12-18) 
Duthers 
I Chamberlain 
appy Ezra & Zeke 
ee Phillips 
ekles & Gray Rey 
Cedar Rapids 
Keith’s 
8d half (15-17) 
y Rand Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (18) 
Rev 
(11) 
eet & Low 
mona 
Peck Fulton 
| LeRoy 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (18) 
& Mrs Crawford 
(il) 


Mfr Jesse Crawford 
DAVENPORT 
Keith's 
lst half (11-14) 





@ally Rand Co 


Buster West Co 
Eddie Garr 
Walter Winchell 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (18) 
George Olsen Orc 
Ethel Shutta 
NEWARK 
Proctor’s (18) 
Capt Willie Mauss 
Frank Conville 
Eddie South Ore 
Charlie Foy 
Ruiz & Bonita 
(11) 
6 Whirlwinds 
I & N Stevens 
Vie Oliver 
D & E Barstow 
Weist & Stanton 
NEW BRUNSWICK 
Keith’s 
ist half (19-20) 
Lou Duthers 
(Three to fill) 
Ist half (12-138) 
Frank Reckless 
Bob Nelson 
Al Verdi & Thelma 
Virginia Watson Co 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (18) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Gracie Barrie 
Buster West Co 
Radio Rubes 
(One to fill) 
(11) 
Benny Davis Co 
SIOUX CITY 
Keith's 
lst half (18-21) 
Sally Rand Co 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (18) 
Benny Davis Co 
(11) 


Parker Sandino Co 
Milo 
Bomby Co 
Arren & Broderick 
Great Gretanoes 
TRENTON 
Capitol 

lat half (18-21) 
Hilton Sis Rev 

Ist half (11-14) 
Bernard Bros & Sis 
Bernard & Gray 
Nell Kelly 
Toto 

2d half (15-17) 
A Night in Harlem 








Loew 








REwW YORK CITY 
Capitel (18) 
Warings Pennsylv’s 
Boulevard 
Ist half (18-21) 
3B White Flashes 
Kirk & Laurence 

Wm Hall Co 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Lynn Burno Co 

2d half (22-24) 
Laing Bros & M 
Rita White 





State (18) 
Casting Campbells 
Gypsy Nina 
Carl Shaw Co 
Buster Shaver Co 
George Givot 
L Gay & Reiss Bros 

Valencia (18) 
Ed Sullivan 
Harry Rose 
Saxon Sis 
Edna Sedgewick 
Cackles O'Neill 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


This Week: 





Johnny Lee & 3 L 
Std Marian Co 
4 Casting Stars 


Orpheum 

lest haif (18-21) 
Arthur LeFeur Co 
Foley & LeTure 
Samuels Bros Rev 
Joe Morris Co 
Bomby Gang 

2d half (22-24) 
Diaz & Powers 
Stratfird & Mayb’ry 
Irene Taylor 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Beauvell & Tora R 


Paradise (18) 

wis & Moore 
Bob Murphy 
Phil Spitalny 
(One to fill) 


BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 

Ist half (18-21) 
Taing Bros & M 
Robbins Sis 
Johnny Lee & 3 L 
Sid Marian Co 
4 Casting Slars 

2d half (22-24) 





2 White Flashes 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Jerome & Rivan 
Bobby Pinkus 
Lynn Burno Co 
Metropotiian (18) 
Johnny Par tins | 


Jane Williams; Chappelie & Cariten 


Cardini 
3 Scamps 
Lucille Page 
Sheila Barrett 
BALTIMORE 
Century (18) 
Seiler & Wills 
Al Trahan 
(Two to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (18) 
4 Cards 
Parker Wynne Co 
Roy Smeck 
Harry Burns Co 
Clifford Wayne Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (18) 
Greenwich Vil Fol's 
NEWARK 
State (18) 
Spices of 1934 
PROVIDENCE 
Loew's (18) 
4 Gyralls 
Gene Marvey 
Stone & Lee 
3 Swifts 
Mann Robinson & M 
SYRACUSE 
State (18) 
Joe Penner Show 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (18) 
DeMay Moore & M 
George Prentice 
Lupe Velez 





Warner 








ELIZABETH 
Ritz 
Ist half (12-15) 
H’liyw’d M Box Rev 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (18) 
Hollywood Rev 
Stuart & Lash 
Geo Raft 
(il) 
Honey Fam 
Reynolds & White 
Kay Hamiiton 





Geo Jessel 
Seiler & Wills 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (18) 
Rove & Maye Rev 
Paul Geritts 
F & J Hubert 
Pappy Zeke & E 
(11) 
Jari Renee & V 
Oscar Lorraine 
Van Horne Dancers 
Cross & Dunn 





independent 


- 








CHICAGO 
State Lake (11) 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Harry Savoy 
Joe Termini 
‘Chic’ Kennedy 
*Pete’ 
Redford & Wallace 
3 Beverly Sis 
Vern Buck 
HOLLYWOOD 
Chinese (indef run) 
Gambarelli 
Jack Powell 





Cookie Bowers 
Jackie Hughes 
Billy Severin 
100 Voice Ens 
Grauman Ballet 


IOS ANGELES 

Orpheum (10) 
Larrick & Knapp 
Eddie Willis 
Gresham & Blake 
Mack Jack & Al 
Al Herman 
3 Little Pigs 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Rexy (18) 
Teddy Bergman 
Demnati Tr 
Don Ford 
Wesley Eddy 
Foster Girls 
(Others to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (18) 
Bob Hall 
Billy Costello 
Tom Dick & Harry 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Gladys Beck 
Gilbert Diaz 
Lane & Buddy 
DENVER, COLO. 
Orpheum (17) 
Street Singer 
Mack Jack & Al 





Hadj Ali 


) 
F’rt'nello & Cirillini 
Ada Duval 
Heller & Ripley 


LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (17) 
Kate Smith 
Sunkist Ens 
(10) 
Street Singer 
Jay Whidden Bd 
Gary Neon & Gigi 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Orpheum (18) 
Ben Bernie Orch 
ql) 
Ted Lewis 
Sunkist Ens 





London 





Week of 


Asteria D. H. 
Elliotts 
Canterbury M. H. 

Ist half (14-16) 
Jean Florian 
Strand & Wells 

2d half (17-19) 
Knealy Sis 
Co as booked 


Kit-Kat Reat 
3 Wiere Bros 
Co as booked 

New Victoria 
Marie Burke 


Palladium 
Mills Bros 
Sophie Tucker 
Dolorez Anee & D 
Geo Lacy 
Ted Ray 
Billy Bennett 
Max & Gang 
Payne & Hilliard 


Will Morris 
Hill & Hoffman 
Trocadero 
Gugliemetti 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Val Rosing 
EALING 
B’y Pallmadium 
Fay Dawn 
EAST HAM 
Kinema 


Ist half (14-16) 
Flack & Lucas 
Great Gerard 
Harum & Scarum 

2d haif (17-19) 
KBddie Windsor 
Co as booked 

Premier 
3 Matas 
Conor & Drake 
Effie & Sylvia 
EDGEWARE ROAD 





Grand 
Reid Wayne & Dix 
Shaw & 





Larry Rich Go 


Weston j 
Harry Wulson ‘ 


May 14 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 
Harry Roy Bd 
Hutch 
Ted Ray 
Hatton & Manners 
Dan Lipton 3 
Low & Webster 
Blondie Hartley 
Red Fred 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
3 Wiere Bros 
Fay Dawn 
HANLEY 
Regent 
Al Berlin Bd 
HOLLOWAY 
Mariborough 
Hillcrest 4 
ILFORD 
Super 
3 Matas 
Connor & Drake 
Effie & Syivia 
ISLINGTON 
BLUE HALL 
Ist half (14-16) 
Kenealy Sis 
Co as booked 
2d half (17-19) 
Jean Florian 
Strand & Wells 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Reid Wayne & 
Shaw & Weston 
Harry Wulson 
LEWISHA™M 
Palace 
3 Carlton Sis 
Duncan's Collies 
LEYTON 
Savoy 
Beams Babes 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Danny Malone 
Florence & Clifton 
Lioyd & Betty 
24 Crona Babes 
Donald Stuart 
& Sherry Bros 


Dix 





Kiraku Bros } 
Bennett & Williams 
Kinema 
Murray & Mooney 

Turner Twins 
Palmers Green 
Palmadium 
3 Australian Boys 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Murray & Mooney 

Turner Twins 
Tower 
4 Brownie Boys 
PrENGE 
Empire 
Carlisle & Brown 
3 Van Strattons 
Claude Lester 
Edward Victor 
Alice & J Day 
Lucan & McShane 
SHEPHR'D’S BUSH 
Pavilion 
Margie Clifton & P 
3 Virginians 





STAMFORD HALL 
Regent 
Powell & Brett 
Hillcrest 4 
Moran & Elof 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Breams 24 Babes 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Val Rosing 
WEST HAM 
Kinema 


ist half (14-16) 
Eddie Windsor 
Co as booked 

2d half (17-19) 
Great Gerard 
Flack & Lucas 
Harum & Scarum 

WIMBLETON 

Palais de Dance 
Les Elliotts 

WoOoD GREEN 

Palmadium 
3 Ausiralian Boys 








Provincial 





Week of 


BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
Tayton & Johnstone 
F & B Boston 
Tracy & Vinette 
Tex McLeod 
Harvard M & K 
Victor Moreton 
EDINBURG 
Empire 
Gene Dennis 
Tracey & Hay 
Russ Carr 
Claude Williams 
Cable & Carr 
Denver & Davis 
Bobby May 
Regent 
Ist half (14-16) 
Donelli & Sutton 
2d half (17-19) 
Du Cross & Babette 
4 Draytons 
LEITH 
Capitol 
Ist half (14-16) 





Du Cross & Babette 


May 14 


4 Draytons 
2d half (17-19) 
Donelli & Sutton 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
E & D Waters 
Max Miller 
Tom Handley Co 
Lil Burgiss 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Fayre 4 
Alec Halis 
R & E Myles 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Geo Formby 
Co as booked 
WOLVERHAMPT’'N 
Hippodrome 
Louis Armstrong 
Huntings 
Jack Wynn Co 
Addison & Sylvia 
David Poole 
Lucille Benstead 
Ben Said 
Mr. Thomas 








| Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Algonquin Hotel 


Cookie F’rchild Orc 
Jack King 


Airnue Rest 
Ernie Hulst 
Bal Musette 


Millard & Anita 
George Marshal 
Pierrots 

Madam Georgette 
Mme Yvette 
Leon Bedore 
Apache Orc 


Bal Tabaria 
Betty Calton 
Paco & Estelle 
Can-Can Orc 


Beaux Arts 


Lucien La Riviere 
Thomara Doriva 
Clara Larinova 
Inez La Vail 
Clothiel Berryessa 
Norman Astwood 
Siltan & Mari 
Maurice Shaw Orch 
Lopez's Hawaiians 


Casino de Paree 


Frances Williams 
Hal LeRoy 

Jimmy Savo 

Saxon Sis 

Holland & June 
Gomez & Winona 
Cardini 

Hinda Wassau 
Leon Friedman Orc 
Ben Pollock Orch 
Casino Town Club 
Breez Fletcher 
Allan Cales Ore 


Central P’k Casino 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Florence & Alvarez 
Chapeau Rouge 
Peppy de Albrew 
Frances Maddux 
Marian Davis 
Galli-Galli 
Godoy’s Tango Bd 
Dick Gasparre’s Or 
Chateau Cresta 
Sedane & Swar 
Evelyne Darville 
Dave Bernie Orch 
Club Kentucky 
Yvonne De Brier 
Renee Bernardi 
Doris Sax 
Gene O'Reilly 
Bobby Douglas 
Kitty Kelly 
Edith O'’Hallissey 
Peggy O'Day 
Joe Lewis 
Wilma-Novak 
Honey Burns 
Dorothy Maxine 
Helen Lorraine 
Hal Thornton 
Kentucky Club Orc 
Club New Yorker 
Jack Rees Orc 
Club Richman 


Jack Mason Rev 
Lido Girls Ore 


Commodore Hotel 


Isham Jones Orc 

Isabe! Brown 
Cotton Club 

Cc Cc Rev 

Aida Ward 

Jimmy Lunceford O 
Croydon Hotel 

Charles Eckels Orc 

Delmonico's 
Blanche & Elliott 





N Morton & Boys 
Sid Tomack 
Selma King 
Dorothy Van Alst 
Satch & Satchel 
Joe Venuti & Orch! 

Dubonnet 
Joe Fejer Ore 

El Chico 
Tanco & Lorca 
Las Ajedas 
Adelina Duran 
Oriando Ricarde 


Se Se L 
Pilar Arcas 


El Morocce 
Arthur Brown 
Jos C Smith Oren 
Menendez Orc 


Eesex House 
Glenn Gray Orc 
Gov. Clinton Hotel 
Enoch Light Orc 

Ha-Ha Club 
Danny Healy 
Jack White 
Jerry Bergan 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Roth-Andrews Orch 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
Eddie Peabody 
Moore & Revel 
Beauval & Va 
Mickey Brantz 
Iris Adrian 
Mathea Merryfield 
Marion Martin 
Drucilla Strain 
Gene Marvey 
Jerry Lester 

Holland Taverna 
Florence Bender 
Elmer Dade 
3 Blue Chips 

Hotel Dixte 
Art Kahn Orc 

Hote? Edison 
Raginsky Ens 

Hotel Gotham 
P Van Steeden Orc 

Hotel Lexington 
Jack Littie Ore 

Hotel Lincola 
Pancho's Orc 
Hotel Gt. Northern 
Ferdenando Orch 

Hotel McAlpia 
Sam Robbins Ore 

Hotel Montclair 
Haroid Stern Ore 
Mario & Floria 
Hotel New Yorker 
Charlie Davis Orc 
Hausten & Harden 
Leata Lane 
Ruby Wright 
Hotel Pennsylvanian 
Don Bestor Orc 
Baron & Blair 

Hotel Pierre 
Jack Denny Orc 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Rubinoff Orc 

Kelly’s 
Chiquita Venezia 
Peggy La Plante 
Jeanne McCauley 
Evelyn Thawl 
Claire Osgood 
Danny Higgens 
Ira Yarnell 
Carlos Lopez 
Billy Plaza 
Elaine McCoy 
Carlos & Marchan 
Joe Capella & Orch 

Kings Terrace 
Sid Tomack 


Rich’dson Ore 
Leon & Eddie's 
Chas Drew Bd 


Ron Perry Orch 
Maison Royale 


Antobal Cubans 
Marlborough House 


Vivian Vance 
Michael Zarin Ore 
Mayfair Yacht Club 
Walker O'Neill Or: 
Dwight Fiske 
Mori's Kest 


Eddie Davis Orc 
Moulin Rouge, B’kno 
Larry McMahon 


Connie Lang 
Fileanore Gardner 





Frank Morey 


Martin Trini Orch 
New Wonder Bar 
(Union City) 
Ann Pennington 
Bernard & Rich 
Gale Tracy & L 

Lily Lido 

Noel Sherman 
Billy Arnold 

Joe Pape 

Edith Lowe 
Ernie Golden Orc 


Old Roumaniaa 


B Thomashofsky 
Regina Zuchenberg 
Ethel Bennet 
Anna Fiordorovna 
Viola Cody Co 
Sammy Calton 
Dorethy Lee 
Helen Dean 
Sylvia Strauss 
Frances Loring 
Hy Lemberg 

Ted Edwards 
Grabowsky Orch 


Palais Royal 


Georgie Tapps 
3 Ambassaders 
Edna Sedgwick 
Peggy Strickland 
Loomis Sia 

leah Ray 

Nitza Vernilte 
Ina Ray 

Jerry Cooper 
Machil & LaValle 
Phil Harris Orc 
Val Oiman Orc 


Paradise 


NTG Rev 
Morton Downey 
J Johnson Orc 
Felicia Sorel 
Ann Lee Patterson 
Needa Kinkaid 
Bruno & Manon 
Earl, Jack & B 
Johnny Hale 
Iva Stewart 
Buck & Bubbles 
Tess Gardell 
Park Central Hotel 
Chas Barnett Ore 
Petit Palais 
Dimitri & Virgil 
BiktMere 2 
Nan Blackstone 
Jolly Coburn Orc 
Place Piquale 
Dario & Diane 
Marion Chase 
H Rosenthal Orc 
Don Alphonse Orc 
Plaza Hotel 
E & J Vernon 
Orlando’s Orc 
Emil Colman Orc 
urant La Rue 
Arthur Warren's O 
Ritz Tower 
Nat Harris Orc 
= Kretchuna 
Kuznetzoff & N 
Samovar 
Mme Nicolina 
Radnefft 
Simon Philipoff 
Mon’negro & Dorita 
P Zam's Gypsy Bd 
Savoy-Plaza 
Freddie Martin Orc 
Sernet’s Pab 
Gertrude Moody 
Zora Gray 
Pat Whalen 
Billy Calligan 





Ann Ross 
Chris Mechan 
Simplon Club 
Owen & White 
Estelle Taylor 
King’s Jesters 
Wm Farmer Orc 
Sherry's 
Harry Bush Orc 
Mario & Fiario 
St. Moritz Hotel 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Wilkins & Meyers 
Sheila Barrett 
Vercell Sis 
St. Regis Hotel 
Vincent Lopes Orc 
Minor & Root 
Surf Club 
Jack Myers Ore 
Chariotte Murrie 
Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 
Tavern, B’kiya 
Jack Murray Orc 
Theatre Cafe 
Chas Strickland Orc 
Henry Fink 
Tic Tee Club 
Cross & Dunn 
R & E Reyes 
Sugar Marcel 
Mimi Rollins 
Pomeroy Girls 
Buddy Fishers Ore 
Tuscany Hotel 
Bela Loblovy Orc 
Ubangi Club 
Dave Martin Orc 
Vanderbilt Hote! 


Joe Moss Orch 

Ward & Hopkins 
Village Barn 

Anthoni Trini Orc 

Beth Challis 

Eddie Ray 

Geo McGuire 

Frances McCoy 

Josh Medders 

Sir Jack Joyce 

3 Octaves 

Ruth Delmar 

Rose McLean 
Village Nut Cleb 

Cliff! Clifton Rev 

Nutsy Fagan 

Bebe Moffee 

Loulse Mitchell 

Allyn Reese 

Walsh Bros 

Eddie Clifford 

Miit Spielman Orc 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Maurice Cordoba 

Margo 

Carmen 

X Cugat Orc 

E Madriguera Orc 
Wash Sq. Club 

Frank Farrell Orch 


Wing Club 
Weylin Hotel 


Michael Covert Orc 
Harriett Lee 
3 Jays 


Wivel Cafe 


Lorraine 
vo 


Maidie Du Fresne 
La Salle Orch 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 


Seymour Simons 
Earl Rickard 


Chez Paree 


Gus Van 

The Tick Tocks 

Countess V'n Lossen 

Maurice & Cordoba 

Henry Busse Orc 
Clab Leisure 

Lucio Garcia 

Billy Meagher 

Joe Manni’s Orch 

Betty Chase 

Jack Sexton Jr 

‘Sugar’ Harolds Or 
Clab Royale 

Lee Morse 

3 Racket Cheers 

Nellie Nelson 

Szita & Annis 

Dorothy Wahi 

Fritz Miller Ore 
College Ina 

8 Evans Co-eds 

Jackie Heller 

Beuvell & Tova 

Frankie Masters Or 


Congress Hotel 


(Joe Urban Room) 
Art Kassel 

Robert Royce 
Cherie & Tomasita 


Colosimo’s 


Julia Lyons 
Dorothy Henry 
Deronda & Barry 
Enrico D’Alba 
Eddie Deering 
Countess Boriska 
Signor Barsoni 
Art Buckley 

Bob Tinsley Orc 


Clab Alabam 


Trudy Davidson 
Eddie Roth Orc 


Drake Hotel 


Slavic Ballet 
Stanley Hickmao 
Biltmore 3 
Frances Willer 
Harriet Lindgren 
Ruth Lee 

The Crusadera 
Earl Burtnett Orc 
Fdgewater Beach 
Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carroll 
Harry Sosnik 
Harry’s N. Y. 
Joe Buckley 
Don Penfield 
Germaine LaPierre 
Harry Harris 

Al Wagner 

Billy Meyers 
Elmer Schobel 

Joe Buckley Orch 


Hi-Hat Club 


Sunny Gaer 
Jimmy Cassidy 
Effie Burton 
Rick & Snyder 
Ruth Barton 
Dot Meyera 
K-9 Club 


Billy Eranns 


Orch 
Bar 





Half-Pint Jaxon 
Ed Casey Orc 
Leon La Verde 
Earl Partello 
George Oliver 


Maroni 
Rolando & Verditta 
Gwen Gordon 
Neecee Shannon 
Marge & Marie 
Virginia Buchanan 
Bob Wyatt 
Maurie Moret Orch 


Club Minnet 
Sylvia Lee 
Yvonne Nova 
tlenry Mack 
Adelina Dossena 
Frank Sherman 


Mural Room 
(Brevort Hotel) 
Earl Estes 
Edgar Rice 
Stan Rittof€ Orch 
Jaros Sis 


Nut House 
Moe Lee 
Jo-Jo 
Geo DeCosta 
Harry Sherman 
Jiramy Lane 


“Opera Club” 
Edwina Mershon 
Lawrence Salerno 
Tom Gentry Orch 
Jose Rivas Orch 
Pierce & Uarris 


Palmer House 
Ted Weems Orch 
Lydia & Joresco 
Stone & Vernon 
4 Calif's 
Larry Adler 
Abbott Girls 


Paramount 
Dora Vaughn 
Phil White 
Julia Gerity 
Edna Rush . 
Miss Harriett 
Pearl Trio 


Rainbo Gardens 
Samovar 
Leon Lavarde 
Dawn Sis 
Lyle Smith Orch 
Alice Rydner 
Terrace Gardens 
Roma Vincent 
Ainsiey Lambert R 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Tin Pan Alley 
Al Sanders 
Eadie Hayes 
Crane Sis 
Vernon Craig 
Gwen Lorry 
Barney Gugle 
Stuart Woodbridge 
Floyd Townes Or« 
Via lage 
Bobby Graham 
Crane Russell Orct 
Zita & Marcelle 
Jack Housh 
Wanda Kay 
Al Handler Bd 
225 Club 
Al Garbell 
Edna Le 
Billy Ri 
Art We 


lean laMarr 


onard 
hard 





LOS ANGELES 


108 ANGELES 
Biltmore Bowl 
Hal Roberts Orch 


Cafe de Paree 
Hacker & Gray 
Marguerita Lucille 


Donald Faverot Ore 
Cotton Club 

Ellington Orch 

Hollywood Stables 


Buchanan Co 
Ted & Laurel 


Sims Sis Ted Fiorito 

Wanda & Dona Monia Hoi 

Ken Willmarth Joe Lewis Orch 
Cecoanut Grove Paris Inn 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Ted Fio-Rito Orch 
Club Ballyhoo 

Donald Kerr 
Anita Faye 
Dorothy Ates 
lee McNally 

2 Peaches 


Little Morocco 
Pep Pontrelli Orch 


Monte Carlo 
Jan Wilde 
Carla Montel 
Rose Valyda 
Morello Bros 
Shapelle & R 8 








Par. Reorg. 


(Continued from page 5) 


tion. Since common stock is of no 
legal value in bankruptcy, no one 
downtown or uptown will venture 
an opinion on possible outcome. 

Kuhn-Loeb’s own attorneys and 
the auditing firm of Price, Water- 
house will work on reorganiza- 
tion, with the bondholder and other 
committees co-operating. 

Plan, when ready, will go to the 
trustees in aramount, who as 
guardians of ‘the bankrupt estate 
must decide whether it should be 
sent to the courts for approval or 
rejection. While the trustees have 
been co-operating in the assem- 
bling of data thus far gathered, 
they take no other direct part in 
the reorganization measures to be 
worked out by K-L and the bank- 
ing house's associates. 

Kuhn-Loeb’s Interest 

This gives K-L and its creditor 
allies, including the 12 big banks 
on the $13,000,000 film-hocking deal, 
a bigger power than might have 
been anticipated. Sir William Wise- 
man may or may not resign from 
the Paramount boards of which 
he’s a member, though at the K-L 
offices it was unofficially hinted 
there was no apparent necessity for 
resigning since under bankruptcy, 
boards do not function. 

In addition to the Kuhn-Loeb 
house, the financial weight behind 
a reorganization includes many big 
money institutions, plus other big 
business. There are 12 New York, 
Chicago, Philadelphia, and Los An- 
geles banks, into Par for over $13,- 
000,000 on the film-pawning deal. 

Plus these there is Frank A. 
Vanderlip as chairman of the bond- 
holders committee. Others in that 
group include Robert K. Cassatt, 
heading a large private banking 
house; Lawrence Stern of Stern & 
Coa., Chicago, which formerly 
financed B. & K. and has had an 
important hand in Par matters; 
Duncan G. Harris, N. Y. realtor; 
Dr. Julius Klein and Morris L. 
Ernst, lawyer. 

Trading in Par’s common stock 
has not been heavy nor was there 
any market reaction to the letter 
made public by the bondholders’ 
protective committee. This was not 
unexpected. 

Bankers on Comm. 

Two bankers are also on the 

stockholders protective committee, 


tee, Ruloff F. Cutten and Maurice 
Newton. Latter is president of 
Hallgarten & Co., which with 


Kuhn-Loeb has taken an active 
part in private financing of Par 
for many years. Barney Balaban 
of Chicago is algo on that commit- 
tee. 

Bondholder committee letter to 
bond owners stated that ‘the need 
for early reorganization of Para- 
mount has become increasingly ap- 
parent in recent weeks,’ adding that 
‘the problem involves a wide range 
of difficulties which, in fact, have 
made an immediate start on the 
task of special importance.’ 

Revealing that there are more 
than 350 subsidiaries, at least one- 
third of which are in varying de- 
grees of financial difficulty, the let- 
ter states that after elimination of 
duplication, the claims filed against 
Par exceeded $282,000,000. 

Of this amount, to date, a total 
of around $16,000,000 has been ex- 
punged or withdrawn. 

In view of the intricacy of the 
accounting questions involved un- 
der a plan of reorganization and 
various problems in trying to ar- 
rive at a fair estimate of values and 
earnings, the committee has brought 


in Frederick H. Hardman, former 
president of the American Insti- 
tute of Accountants, with sole re- 
sponsibility to the committee, to 
observe the data used by Kuhn, 
Loeb in preparing any plan and to 


analyze plans or drafts of plans 


which may be submitted. Also, Dr. 
Klein will continue to devote sub- 
stantially all of his time solely on 
reorganization in behalf of the 
committee, keeping in close touch 
it all times with the affairs of Par 
and with its trustees, 

















May 15, 1934 


y 


Tuesda 


VARIETY 


6 


CEST NT Se “i eae TE SS remem 
"i e Bebo tess beeae fo eee Uae 
‘ . _ a a ~ . y me “ee : es . ~4 a Oe 


Se SOREN LE SAAT 











ee 


tr 





"| 


Together they have w 


Rasputin” 





and 





i: a. 
a 
O oae 
yo 
oO. 

6S 
§ 














TA RIETY | 





Tuesday, May 15, 








it 


PARAMOUNT 


announces four pictures fo be prodyced by 


BEN HECHT and CHARLES MacARTHUR 


e The first of these pictures will be... 


‘CRIME WITHOUT 
PASSION’ 


with Claude Rains and a skilled cast of 
players. The thrilling and melodramatic 
story of an intellectual “Scarface”, who 


called himself ‘Champion of the Damned”. 


Messrs. HECHT and MacARTHUR will 
be assisted by a quartette of technical 
specialists including Lee Garmes, ace 
cameraman, whose beautiful photog- 
raphy in “Zoo in Budapest”, “Shanghai 
Express” and “Smilin’ Thru” made these 
productions outstanding; Slavko 
Vorkapich, Hollywood's cutting genius; 
Arthur Rosson and Albert Johnson, 


famed scenic designer. 
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These Who Think You're Lousey Help 


Your Publicity, 


By CECELIA AGER 


George Burns, all-around cham- 
plon dipper-inner to pictures, vaude, 
radio and picture houses, and the 
boy sage of show biz, has a theory 
anent the frequency of a performer's 
appearances before his public. It 
goes like this, and it’s as true for 
one branch of show biz as another; 
for the fundamental principles of 
show biz apply in all its fields: ‘It 
doesn’t matter how many pictures 
you make a year—if they're good. 
Just as it doesn’t matter how long 
a consecutive time you're on the air 
if you're good. 

‘The fellow who makes one pic- 
ture a vear—he’s scared to death to 
make more. It’s like vaude; if you 
€an get off the stage, you’ve got an 
act. Anybody can get on—it’s get- 
ting off that’s the trick. Well, this 
fellow who's frightened to make 
More than one picture a year—his 
last picture was his forte exit. That 
one he knows was okay, but if he 
goes on again—can he get off? 
That's what worries him, keeps him 
from going on again more often. 
But the fellow who’s got something 
that always gets him off the stage 
big. he doesn’t have to worry, he 
can go on whenever he likes. Zasu 
Pitts makes a million pictures a 

ear—and they keep right on loving 

er. She gets off forte.’ 

Gracie Allen, sitting listening all 
eurled up in a big chair, nodded her 
head, said, ‘That’s right, George.’ 

So Mr. Burns, who's deeply fond 
of show biz and doesn’t mind talk- 
ing about it, went on. 

‘They're awfully nice to you in 
Hollywood,’ Mr. Burns said. ‘They 


. Came to me after ‘Many Happy Re- 


turns’ was finished and they said 
to me, ‘Mr. Burns, do you mind if 
we bill Guy Lombardo above you?’ 
So I answered, ‘Look in our con- 
tract. Is there anything in it about 
billing?’ ‘No, why no, there isn’t,’ 
they said. ‘That’s our answer,’ I 
said. I've always held, don’t worry 
about your billing. It doesn’t mat- 
ter how big it is, how little. It’s the 
people in the theatre that bill you; 
they award you the right size. It's 
hard to eat billing when you're 
hungry.’ 

‘Yes, isn’t it,’ 
Allen politely. 

‘It’s a funny thing,’ Mr. Burns re- 
flected. ‘You feel a good picture 
while you're making it. You feel a 
g00d broadcast, too.’ 

Helpful Raps 

‘Radio,’ he said, ‘It’s a good thing 

in radio if everybody doesn’t like 


said Miss Gracie 


you. If everybody does like you, 
then there's no comment. They 
listen; when the program’s over 
they say, ‘I like so-and-so.’ The 


Other fellow says, ‘II like him too.’ 
So that’s all, they’re finished talk- 
ing about so-and-so, they go on to 
something else. So-and-so’s dis- 
missed in a minute, But if every- 
body doesn’t like you, someone says 
he does, someone else shouts you're 
louzeh, there’s a fight, and the argu- 
ment goes on for hours. For hours 
they're talking about you. The 
audience adopts you, in _ radio. 
You're invited in to dinner, you eat 
with the family. They're proud of 
you, when you're good, and they 
apologize for you if you're bad.’ 

‘Yes, I think it’s terribly sweet of 
them to write to you when you've 
been bad, just as interestedly as 
they do when you're good,’ said 
Miss Gracie Allen, 

‘I’ver since we started, at the Hill 
Street in Newark,’ Mr. Burns ex- 
plained, in response to some remark 
about sponsor interference, ‘we've 
never had any trouble, we've never 
made any complaints—we didn’t 
know the people well enough to 
have trouble. We didn’t know the 
theatre managers, we minded our 
Own business, we got along. It’s a 
nice thing not to know anybody, in 
the business end of your business. 
You can’t argue with a man you 
don't know.’ 

‘A man you don't know can't tele- 
phone you and say, ‘George, I want 
you to do me a favor, George. 
George, will you please take a cut.’ 
said Miss Gracie Allen helpfully. 

‘We know actors—that’s all.’ said 
Mr. Burns, content. 

The Jefferson Is Ciosed 

The Burns and Allen apartment 
had been, meanwhile, slowly filling 
with interviewers. ‘Publicity,’ said 
Mr. Burns, while hospitably setting 
out glasses. ‘The natural way is 
the best way. I always remember 

something Eddie Cantor said to us 
in our dressing room at the Palace. 
‘Georea’ ha said. ‘get that imoort- 


Sez George Burns 


o 





‘TAXI’ SCRIPT DISPUTE 





WCAU Thinks Max Baer Story 


Too Similar 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

WCAU is burning at alleged sim- 
ilarity between the new Max Baer 
netWork series for Goodrich Rub- 
ber and the local Philly show, ‘Taxi 
Meter Listens,’ is too pronounced to 
be just coincidental. 

WCAU program, scripted by Ar- 
thur Bryan who also handles the 
CBS ‘Bill and Ginger’ show, has 
been running here for months. 
Show is based on what the cab 
driver hears in his rounds about the 
city. Station adds that even the 
opening sound effect of a taxi meter 
was thefted. 


METRO’S COAST ETHER 
PLUGS; STUDIO CHORE 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Metro has inaugurated a regular 
weekly 15-minute program over 
KMPC, Beverly Hills, with the idea 
of plugging its pictures and per- 
sonalities locally with an air chat- 
ter column plus occasional appear- 
ance before the mike of contract 
celebs. 

Ernest Van Pelt, in charge of 
Metro’s radio department, is spiel- 
ing the news stuff. Also planned to 
use are records from sound tracks 
of Metro pictures. 


TRADEWAYS REPORT 
DELAYS 711 MOVE 


Transfer of the NBC Artists 
Service back to 711 Fifth Avenue 
from Radio City has been deferred 
until Tradeways, Inc., has sub- 
mitted its report on the bureau. 
Tradeways spent a couple months 
giving the network’s talent booking 
office an efficiency going over, ob- 
serving the duties of each mem- 
ber of the bureau’s staff and how 
the operations of the service inter- 
locked with other departments in 
the organization. 

Moving of RCA Victor into the 
Fifth Avenue quarters abandoned 
by NBC has been held up because 
of complications developed by the 
film recording phase of the Victor 
enterprises. Found to be in the 
way was the city ordinance per- 
taining to the storage of raw film 
stock, 


CBS Sends Announcer 
Along for Naval Revue 


Washington, May 14. 

Fact that the U. S. fleet won't 
stop between Cuba and N. Y. will 
give Ted Church, CBS special events 
boss in Capital, a 10-day trip on 
high seas. Net is sending him 
aboard the U. S. S. Lexington in 
Cuba to sail up the coast and be 
on hand for a description of the re- 
view May 31. 

Church will leave here May 20 
accompanied by Earle Merryman, 
engineer. F.» Trout, CBS presi- 
dential announcer, will accompany 
Roosevelt up to the day of review. 























ant that you're news.” When we 
had the Gracie Allen’s brother gag, 
people used to ask us who was 
working on it for us. Nobody did. 
It was natural, and it grew. Let 
your work publicize you. We try 
to be a little better next week than 
this. My friends see me coming, 
dodge quick. ‘Here’s that Burns 
guy,’ they whisper. ‘He wants to 
tell a joke.’ I drive them nuts, tell- 
ing jokes, but I'm really breaking in 
gags. The Jefferson’ theatre's 
closed.’ 

Soon Burns and Alien are going 
to Europe for a vacation, Miss 
Allen wants to see Italy, and then 
they're going to London. Miss 
Allen's shopping for a _ beautiful 
stage dress. A stage dress? ‘Well,’ 
Mr. Burns confessed, ‘we're going 
to play a week at the Palladium. 
We'd feel guilty if we went into 
London and didn't play a week.’ 





NBC Survey Complete 


Results of the nationwide survey 
taken for NBC to determine when 
the various members of a radio 
family are home and what they do 
while around the house are in proc- 
ess of tabulation. Covered by the 
inquiry were 38 cities. 

Bill for the job will 
$20,000. 


REDISTRIBUTION 
URGED BY 
WLWL 


Washington, May 14. 
Dispute over allocation of broad- 
cast frequencies to educational and 
welfare groups, an issue which has 
precipitated major strife in the Sen- 
ate, was laid directly before the 
House Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee last week as efforts to per- 
fect the Dill-Rayburn communica- 





come to 








tions control legislation were 
speeded up. 
Proposal to revoke all licenses 


and redistribute facilities so that 
non-profit stations would receive 
25% of all assignments was present- 
ed by Rev. John B. Harney of New 
York, Superior General of the Paul- 
ist Fathers, operators of station 
WLWL. Father Harney complained 
that under the present system 
church, educational, labor and wel- 
fare groups receive no opportunity 
to conduct their work by means of 
broadcasts. 

Although assailed by the Ameri- 
can Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
as too far-reaching and dictatorial, 
the Rayburn bill—minus most of 
the objectionable features of the 
Dill measure—received the qualified 
endorsement of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters when Henry 
A. Bellows, CBS vice-president and 
chairman of the NAB legislative 
committee, urged passage in vir- 
tually the present form and opposed 
the Paulist Fathers’ proposal as 
confiscatory and impractical. 


NBC’S SALES BUILDUP 
PAMPHLET IN WASH. 


Washington, May 14. 
Inaugurating a campaign to build 
up local sponsored programs to re- 
place coin lost by gradual sluffing 
off of night spot stuff, the NBC 
commercial office is getting results 
out of a new four-page weekly 
pamphlet sent to 600 advertisers, 
prospects and agencies. 

Sheet carries week's programs, 
with open time or programs avail- 
able set off by asterisks. Front page 
lead carries a banner yarn bally- 
hooing two local NBC. stations, 
WRC and WMAL. Left-hand col- 
umn uses pic of a current adver- 
tiser and a signed article which 
tells why John Zilch is'on air and 
what success he has gotten out of 
it. Latter is the kind of testimonial 
the boys have been trying to get for 
years and clients fall for getting 
into print in a big way. 

Policy of carrying a story on 
every new account signed has so 
intrigued advertisers that most of 
them follow a decision to go on sta- 
tion with ‘Do I get a piece in the 
bulletin?’ 


NAB Meets Sept. 10 


Executive board of the National 
Association of Broadcasters on Mon- 
day (14) named Cincinnati as the 
spot for this year’s meeting of the 
membership, 

Convention will open Sept. 10 and 
continue through the 12th. 

















Bengstons to Europe 


Denver, May 14. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer L, Bengston, 
of KLZ, have left for a six weeks’ 
trip abroad. They are currently in 
New York in conferences at Co- 
lumbia. 

Mrs. Bengston’s son, George 
‘Sonny’ Reynolds, is accompanying 
them on the trip. They will land 
at Naples, and visit Italy, Switzer- 
land, France and England. They 
will inspect every radio. station 
possible, gathering ideas for KLZ, 
Art Wooth, announcer, will sub 
for Mrs, Bengston as program di- 





rector. 


Aw Line News " 


By Nellie Revell 





WGY is a school for announcers. The Schenectady station has given 
Clyde Kittell, James Wallington and Frank Singiser to NBC; it gave 
Louis Dean, now with an advertising agency, to Columbia; Warren 
Munson to WDRC, Hartford; Roland Bradley to WEVD, New York; 
and L. J. Barnes to WLW, Cincinnati; William Fay to WHAM, Roches- 
ter; Lewis Avery to the Buffalo Broadcasting Company. 





Scrambled Notes 
WOR has applied to Washington for a facsimile transmitting license 
....-Dick Leibert and Mary Cortland start a commercial for Luden's 
coughdrops in the fall....‘Your Lover’, now a sustaining on WOR, will 
be brought to the air three times weekly over the NBC-WEAF network 
by Hines Ambrosia....Lillian Carmen, another Al Seigel protege, audi- 
tioned for NBC....Ethel Osterhout, member of the program department 
of WGY since 1924, is leaving to become the bride of Karl Hoffman, chief 
engineer of the Buffalo Broadcasting Company. Mr. Hoffman was for- 
merly a member of the technical staff of WGY....The Dramatic Guild 

goes off the air for one performance May 24. 





Short Shots 

Irene Taylor returns to New York on the 20th, opening at Loew's 
Orpheum on the 22nd....George Hall will take his Hotel Taft orchestra 
on a three weeks’ vaudeville tour of one-night stands in the South, be- 
ginning June 4....Camel cigarettes are due to leave the air June 5.... 
Teddy Bergman is rehearsing for a humorous Chinese character who 
speaks pidgin English for a forthcoming broadcast....WGY, Schenec- 
tady, is originating 45 programs monthly for the NGC-WEAF network 
...-Ben Alley, who started on the Dill Tobacco show last Friday, is ia 
line for a CBS evening commercial. Alley is still heard over CBS three 
mornings each week....Kay Seymour of NBC continuity department is 
in Flower Hospital....Lester Edwards is now with the Jay Faggen pub- 
licity corps....Earl Ferris will be married in July....Jerry Cooper has 
been signed as a CBS tenor and will be heard on his own programs.... 
Grace Hayes has made her 18-year-old son part of her vaudeville act 
and will shortly present him on her NBC sustaining programs....James 
Blakeley, who just went to Hollywood for Columbia pictures, formerly 
was with CBS in the publicity department....Vic Irwin and his Movie- 
land orchestra will premiere at Longue Vue, Hastings-on-Hudson, with 
a CBS wire, May 25....Zeke and Ezra have a new ‘Pappy’ in their act, 
the former ‘Pappy’ got homesick and left for California, where he was 
formerly an an extra on a movie lot and before that a stock actor but 
never was a hill billy. 





Jack Arthur’s sponsor for his Wednesday commercial over WEAF hag 
taken another period on Thursdays over WJZ to cover both networks, 
Arthur is signed to WOR, but all of his commercials are over NBC.... 
The fact that the Ipana Troubadours have been measured for uniforms 
is a sure sign of renewal of contract that was up May 12....Play Boys, 
three-piano team, are to be the nucleus of an orchestra under the direc- 
tion of Felix Bernard that is to replace Vallee at the Hollywood res- 
taurant....Palmolive show totals well over 100 artists....Harry Salter 
soon to leave the Hudson Vocalion show....Al Bernard, the NBC min- 
strel man, is in his 92nd week on an NBC network....Jerome Kern 
leaves for a six-week vacation of fishing, after which he will come back 
to make his air debut. 





Stand By 

James Montgomery Flagg spent several days in the NBC studios re- 
cently preparing sketches of artists for the coming issue of Cosmopolitan 
Magazine. The pictures are now on display in the concourse of the RCA 
Building....Bud Fisher and his orchestra, playing nightly from the Tic 
Toc Club of the Park Central Hotel with a WOR wire, have had their 
contract renewed at the club until September....Herman Timberg is 
under the management of Rockwell-O’Keefe....Olive White, manager 
for Lanny Ross, has formed a partnership with Mark Hanna and opened 
offices....Stuart Eggleston is leaving his present position to become 
affiliated with Rockwell-O’Keefe....Four Eton Boys just signed for a 
new steamship summer commercial via CBS....The Yacht Club Boys 
are playing in Galveston, Texas, and go to the Coast from there.... 
Announcers David Ross, Paul Douglas, Kenneth Roberts, Andre Baruch, 
and Harry von Zell, all of CBS, will be seen as well as heard in a short 
to be filmed at the Paramount Long Island studios....Doris Fisher, 
daughter of the songwriter, Fred Fisher, signed to sing and play the 
piano for Harold Stern....Leon Belasco’s homecoming was delayed, but 
he gets in on the Paris today (Tuesday)....Starting June 1, Big Freddy 
Miller goes commercial for a shaving cream firm with three afternoon 
spots a week over the NBC red network. 





Just Gossip 

Charley Born, radio pianist, is to be Irene Taylor’s accompanist when 
she goes on the road....Paul Whiteman’s new ‘Mystery Singer’, Norman 
Lawlor, is a nephew of Governor Ibra C, Blackwood of South Carolina 
..--Morton Downey is slated for the Chez Paree in Chicago....Martha 
Mears is making a film test this week for RKO Pictures....East and 
Dumke, the Sisters of the Skillet, will stay on the air for Tastyeast all 
summer....Jeannie Lang may land a mistress of ceremonies-songstress 
job at a large Chicago hotel spot for the duration of the World's Fair.... 
Bennett Larson, the Katz agency man, is to handle the Ex-Lax account 
at CBS....Gene Marvey, WMCA tenor, goes into the Valencia theatre 
next week....NBC and CBS are both angling for the wire in the new 
Billy Rose music hall....Joe Haymes plays an engagement in Montreal 
May 15 as Buddy Rogers orchestra. 





Short Notes 

Walter Samuels, one of the Play Boys, is writing all of the music for 
Bobby Sanford’s summer revue....Norma Talmadge retired from the 
screen when sound came in, Yet, according to advices from Columbia, 
she and Georgie Jessel begin a new CBS sustaining on June 3....Thelma 
Salzberg, in charge of WOR copyright department, has just returned 
from a minor operation....Alka Seltzer has renewed its contract with 
WOR for ten more weeks. 








Cantor’s New Scribbler 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Walter Schmidt, on the New 
Yorker staff, is writing material for 


Eddie Cantor’s radio broadcasts to 
be resumed in the fall, 
Schmidt came here as a junior 
writer with Hal Roach. 


CBS REVIVING BAND 
OFFICE IN CHICAGO 


CBS Artists Bureau has added 
two men to its staff of band book- 
ers in the New York office as the 
latest step taken by the network 
to expand its orchestra seling op- 
erations, Ralph Wonders,’ the 
bureau's manager, is slated to visit 
Chicago soon with a view of re- 
establishing a band booking office. 

Two newcomers to the CBS band 
department here are Tom Martin 
and Bruce Powell. Former oper- 








MRS. LINN EXPO P.A. 
Chicago, May 14, 

Martha Linn has been appointed 
chief p.a. for two World's Fair at- 
tractions, the ‘Streets of Shanghai,’ 
and the ‘Dutch Village.’ 

Mrs. Lynn was previously asso- 
ciated with the Lord and Thomas 


ated his own band booking busi- 
ness, while Powell once worked for 








agency, 


RKO, 
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Engineers Strike, Picket WGAR; 
Patt Gets Injunction Vs. Union 


Cleveland, May 14. 

Strike of studio engineers at 
WGAR, Cleveland subsidiary of 
NBC, for wage increase ran into a 
dead-lock when Manager John F. 
Patt went to court and got an in- 
junction stopping local reps of 
Electrical Workers Union from 
picketing obstruetively the station’s 
transmitting plant. 

Situation became acute, accord- 
ing to Patt, when more than 20 
pickets bottled up two engineers in 
the plant and refused to allow any- 
body to get in or leave it. At the 
same time six other engineers did a 
walk-out unexpectedly, forcing the 
station off the air for nearly two 
noon hours. Judge ruled that or- 
derly picketing would be permitted, 
so union men are still on duty sur- 
rounding place. 

Union engineers’ fight against 
WGAR began five months ago and 
no settlement is in sight yet. Ac- 
eording to H. J. Bufe, business 
agent for organization, they are 
asking for a wage scale of $465 a 
week for engineers of one year’s ex- 
perience, $50 for men of two year’s 
experince, and $55 for workers of 
three year’s experience. Three other 
stations in Cleveland have conceded 
to similar terms. 3ufe claims he 
has been negotiating with Patt 
since last November, when a strike 
was first voted upon, and only is- 
sued orders for a walk-out when 
manager refused to come to any 
definite settlement. 

Station has willingly offered en- 
gineers a scale of $160 per month 
for first year, declared Patt in an- 
swering union’s complaint. Under 
his compromise they would get $180 
a month for second; $200 for third, 
$220 for fourth year, $240 for fifth, 
$250 for sixth. Claims under this 
set-up their wages would average 
85% better than the $130 per month 
figure set by the Federal Radio 
commission and NRA code. 

When six of his 20 technicians 
engineers walked out, manager 
ealled in half-dozen from staff of 
WJR in Detroit to pinch-hit for the 
setrikers. 


Walter Preston Gets 
Chi CBS Talent Post; 
Engle Program Chief 





Chicago, May 14. 
Local CBS has rearranged its tal- 
ent and program department by 


shifting Walter Preston to a newly 
formed labelled Chicago 


Artists Bureau. Preston, who has 
been program director for several 
years, will busy himself assisting 
advertising agencies in building 
new programs, in finding new tal- 
ent and in the possible booking of 
CBS talent in theatres. 

Replacing Preston at the main 
program desk will be Holland 
Engle, while Ben Paley goes in as 
assistant. Paley, a cousin of presi- 
dent Bill Paley, has been daytime 
program supervisor. Franklin Mc- 
Cormick takes a step upwards from 
the announcing staff to become the 
daytime supe. 


section 


Wash.-Oregon Station 
Managers Talk Network 


Seattle, May 14. 
Western Broadcasters Association, 
eomposed of small independent sta- 
of Washington and Oregon, 
held its annual convention here last 


tions 


week, discussing suggestions of ad- 
vertisin:; agencies for a third Pa- 
eifie Nortiowest network 


Representatives of 12 stations 
elected the following association of- 
ficers: R. T. Evans, KPCB, Seattle, 
president; Rogan Jones, KVOS, Bel- 
lingham, vice-president for Wash- 
ington; Harry Reid, KXL, Portland, 
vice-president for Oregon; Bob 
Priebe, KRSC. Seattle, secretary- 


treasurer. 





NO CBS LETOUTS 


— —— 


Get Happy 
From the Boss 


Employees Message 





Personnel at CBS will stay intact 
through the summer. Network not 
only intends to maintain its pres- 
ent staff through the warm season, 
when business as a rule drops off 


substantially, but refrain from 
making retrenchments along other 
lines. 

Assurances to’ this effect were 


conveyed to department heads last 
week. 





ASK NRA HANDS 
OFF CODE FOR 
YEAR 


Washington, May 14. 


Suggestions that hours of employ- 
ment be reduced furthe 2nd wages 
boosted another notch met a blunt 
refusal from Radio Broadcasting 
Code Authority last week when 
counter-request was made to Gen. 
Hugh Johnson that the NRA take 
no action for at least one year to 
change code provisions. 

Backing up James W. Baldwin, its 
executive officer who several weeks 
ago termed Johnson idea imprac- 
ticable and injurious to industry, 
codists based their nixing of the 
proposal on these grounds: 

(1) Employment of technicians 
has increased 11.9%; (2) hours of 
labor have been cut 9.8%; (3) Pay- 
rolls have bounded 21.1%; (4) true 
effects of code have not been suffi- 
ciently demonstrated; (5) commer- 
cial programs, only basis of reve- 
nue, continue to fluctuate material- 
ly; (6) employment is at record 
peak; (7) suggested changes would 
oppress and eliminate small sta- 
tions and promote monopolies. 


Meanwhile Code Authority was 


whipping into final form the second 
part of the report on employment 
of technicians fearful that docu- 
ment would serve as basis for re- 
opening of code. Facts about con- 
ditions of employment do not look 
so good, it was admitted, and addi- 
tional provisions may have to be in- 
serted to perfect compact. 


CROONER ARRESTED 
AS TEXAS MURDERER 


Dallas, May 14 

Cc. J. McAnally, radio crooner and 
nite club entertainer, has been for- 
mally charged with the murder of 
a patron at the Golden Label cafe 
last week, after police broke down 
a fellow employee’s ruse to blame 
an imaginary Negro hijacker. 








lally, 


According to testimony, McAn- 
who had been drinking, arose 
from his seat after finishing a num- 


| ber and flashed a gun with the de- 


| 





‘stick ‘em up.’ All but one 
McAnally fired two 
when he 


mand to 
man complied. 
shots at him 
through a door. 
Whether McAnally's 
a spree of drunkenness or 
been determined 


‘holdup’ was 
genuine 
has not 


Schlitz to N. Y. 


Schlitz beer program. spotted on 
CBS Friday nights, will likely have 
its point of origin moved from Chi- 
cago to New York. 

Figured that by having iis pro- 
ducing done here the stanza will 
have a wider range of talent to 
choose from for the guest spots. 


dashed | 





! 


|WHAS-WSMEWGKY 
AND Wat PREPARE 


Four Stations Will Sell Time 
Under Whatever Price 
WLW Sets for Its 500,000- 
Watt Service—Expect Cin- 
cinnati Super-Power Sta- 
tion to Claim Full Cover- 
age of South 


DEFENSIVE 





20% Hop 


Cincinnati, May 14 
A temporary boost of 10% in 
commercial rates for the 500,- 
000-watt WLW will become 
effective July 1, and late in the 
fall there will be another boost 
of around 10%, announces 

















John L. Clark, general man- 
ager of the Crosley Radio 
Corp. broadcasting department. 
The station jumped May 2 
from a 50,000-watter to the 
world’s most powerful radio 
churner, Its present charge of 
$990 per hour, after 6 p.m.. is 
tops for air blasting. 

Brewing among broadcasters in 


the south is a rate war that is 
without precedent in American 
radiodom. The clash is due to 


break as soon as WLW, Cincinnati, 
which two weeks ago went to 500,000 
watts, announces its upped scale 
of rates. 

In the jockeying for advantage 
now going on the Center of Popula- 
tion Group looms as the hub around 
which the opposition to the Powel 
Crosley, Jr., operation will rally. 
Membered in this regional network 
to date are WHAS, Louisville, 25,000 
watts; WSM, Nashville, 50,000 
watts, and WCKY, Covington-Cin- 
cinnati, 5,000 watts. Another 50,000- 
watter, WSB, Atlanta, has already 
indicated its intention to join this 
trio as part of a selling combina- 
tion against WLW. Other high- 
powered outlets are expected to ally 
themselves with this combine. 

WLW’s Argument 

Spread of the Center of Popula- 
tion combine has been prompted by 
the anticipation of a potent sales 
argument that WLW will set up 
after it has completed a signal sur- 
vey of its 500,000-watt transmitter. 





WLW, the opposition figures, will 
assert that through its’ super- 
powered radiation it has achieved 
100% coverage of the south. 
Armed with a survey to back up 
| this claim, WLW is expected to 
}eventually establish an hourly rate 
somewhere between $1,200 and 
$1,300, although first rate tilt may 


be below that. 

To meet the competition of WLW 
for national and sectional business 
the Center of Population alliance 
will offer its collective station mem- 
bership at a rate appreciably under 
that asked by Ciney’s super-powered 
transmitter. 


WLW’s Bombing Threat 


(ineinnati, May 14. 
WLW's 5060,000-watt transmitter 
plant, world’s most powerful broad- 








casting station. has been guarded 
by deputy sheriffs of two counties 
and armed employees of the Cros- 
ley Radio Corp owners, since 
| Thursday (10), when authorities re- 
; ceived a tip that an attempt to 
| bomb it might be made Report 
developed from a threatened strike 


by workers of Crosley’s radio and 


refrigerator factories not a 


| the A. F. of L 

| WLW transmitter is at Mason, 
lo 22 miles north of Cincy. Loca- 
| tion is in Warren county, whose 


officials are being helped by those 
of Hamilton county, which includes 
Cincinnati, in the protective step. 
Jump of WLW from 50,000 to 
500,000 watts wae dedicated May 2 





lied with | 





y 











SELLINGER JOINS NBC 
Will Handle Adverticine Agency 
Contacts for Web 


May 14. 
Henry Sellinger joins the NBC 
program department on June 15 as 
talent and production contact with 
the agencies. In so doing he be- 
comes assistant to Sidney Strotz, 
head of the program department, 
and .akes some of the load off the 
Strotz shoulders. 
Sellinger was 
exec with the 
agency here. 


MAY CLOSE Chl 
DEPT., MOVE 
WEBER EAST 


Chicago, 


previously radio 
Lord avd Thomas 





down its stations 
relations department in Chicago 
and all the goodwill contacting 
of associated outiets out of the New 
York Network's highers-up 
have this move under 

Principally affected by the con- 
centration of the gladhanding thing 
in the home office would be Fred 
Weber, station relations manager 
of NBC's midwestern division. With 
his department eliminated in Chi- 
exgo he would be transferred back 
to New York and assigned to as- 
sist C. L. McCarthy, recently ap- 
pointed headman of the associated 
station contacteer. 


NBC may close 
do 


office. 
discussion. 


Underpaid Engineers, 
Over-Powered Signal, 
Jams KROW Two Ways 





San Francisco, May 14. 
Federal tadio Commission has 
hopped on the indie KROW, Oak- 


boosting the sta- 
the allotted limit 
night. Along with 
the commission's birch rod for the 
station is that of the NRA code 
authorities, too. since broadcaster 
has assertedly been paying its tech- 
nicians about $60 per month, which 
is "way under scale. 

ternard H. Linden, commissioner 
for this district, refused to deny or 
confirm the storv that KROW’s 
manager had ordered technicians to 
up the station’s power from 500 to 
1,000 watts at night, while continu- 
ing to log the power at 500. Station 
| has 1,000 watts in daytime. 
| However, it’s understood that the 
|entire story will come up in Wash- 
ington on May 23. when an oral 
meeting is slated before the com- 
mission on wavelength changes and 
power increases sought by KROW, 
KJBS and KQW 


Coast Fav Goes NBC 


May 14. 


land, for allegedly 
tion’s power over 
of 500 watts at 





Ho! lywood 
‘Trank Watanabe and Honorablk 
Archie, a Japanese schoolboy type 


of daily script show which has been 
on KNX for and a half years, 
also becomes an NBC sustainer to- 
day (Monday), being used on sta- 
tions east of Chicago. 

Serial has Eddie Holden, former 
vaude actor, in the ‘Watanabe’ part 
and Reginald Sharland, stage and 
film player, is ‘Archie.’ 


three 





Broadcast emanates from the 
NBC studio here Mondays to Fri- 
days at 1:15 to 1:36 p. m. (EST). 


Group-Bowen-World in Merger 
Of Spot Broadcasting Leaders 
Likely; ERPI Backing Possible 


of the leading factors in 
Scott 


Merger 
the field of spot broadcasting, 
Howe and the World 
Broadcasting System, now 
looks imminent, Proposition to bring 
these two elements together as part 
of the operation of Group Lroade 
Inc., major 


point of discussion at a four-day 
meeting here last week of the direce 
tors of the GB organizations, 
Through the consolidation of the 
Bowen, World and GB enterprises 
the spot broadcasting phase of the 
industry, believe the advocates of 
the move, will be able to present a 
front as stable and solidified as that 
of the national networks. 

Into the deal Group Broadcasters, 
a co-operative organization devoted 
to selling spot broadcasting on the 
group station plan, would toss its 
contractual alignment with 27 stae 
tions in the basic area. In addition 
to its sales and time booking setup 


Bowen, Ine., 


Ine., 


easting, served as a 


World would contribute its sound 
studios, regarded as among the 


finest in the transcription recording 
business. Western Electric and its 
subsidiary, Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., looms in the picture 
because of the possibility of WE un- 








dertaking to finance the merged 
project. 

In Perey L. Deutsch, head of 
World, and Scott Howe Bowen hime- 
self the GB directors realize that they 
have the two men chiefly respon- 
sible for the development of the use 
of electrical transcriptions in spot 
broadcasting as well .s the creation 
ot a selling technic for the spot 
phase of the industry. These two 
would function in the consolidated 
project as the ide ren while a 
third figure of reputation in the ade- 
vertising field would be brought in 
to head up the details and general 
management of the organization. 

Nothing Definite 


John Shepard, 8rd, president of 
Group Broadcasters, declared Sate 
urday (12) that the merger idea had 
not been worked out in detail, but 
there was a possibility of its come 
ing to a head within the next month, 
In the meantime, Shepard said, the 
GB organization would go along op- 
erating as it has the past two 
months, or sinee its inception. Un- 
der the present GB setup Bowen 
acts as the project’s sales director. 

Through the inclusion of the 
World Broadcasting interests the 
indie station operators as membered 
in Group Broadcasters feel that they 
would be in a position of making 
a more effective stand in competing 
with NBC’s spread into the field of 
spot broadcasting. 

For three years previous to the 
advent of the Group Broadcasters 
plan frequent gestures were made 
toward a merger of Scott Howe 
Bowen, Inc., and World Broadcast- 
ing, but at no time did these get bee 
yond the stage of preliminary dig- 
cussions, 


L&F TACKING ‘FAME’ 
TO CANTOR PROGRAM 


Fink will 





| 





Lehn & shift its ‘Hall 
of Fame’ NBC half hour to Colum- 
bia the end of this year and tack 
this program on to the 30-minute 
show the same firn will build 
around Eddie Cantor. 

Program with Cantor ji to run 
from 8 to 8:30 p.m. « Sundays. 
Then, with the addition of ‘Hall of 
Fame Lehn & Fink will make it a 
full hour of opposition to the Chase 
& Sanborn presentation on NBC. 

Chrysler has the Dorsey sros. 
band tagged to do a series of 39 
quarter-hour transcriptions. Place- 
ment will be on a three week 
hasis 
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laren WIMJ-Hearst’s WISN in Opp. 
Battle Stimulate Waukee’s Music Biz 


+ 


Milwaukee, Wis., May 14. 
The battle is on between Milwau- 
kee’s two big radio stations—WTMJ, 
eperated by the Journal and WISN, 
Hearst-owned. 
Since the arrival a couple weeks 


ago of Ed Harvey from WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, as station program 
ehief, replacing Harold Burke, 


Hearst has been pouring cash into 
WISN and has ordered the local 
gales staff to step on it. 

For the past year or more the 
WISN forces have sought no remote 
control spots, because the station 
sported no band of its own. Nowa 
station orchestra has been installed. 
- Anticipating this, WTMJ on April 
1 started a round-up of spots not 
before on its schedule. Journal sta- 
tion has always had the Hotel 
Schroeder dining room, the Futur- 
4stic ballroom and Old Heidelberg 
cafe. Now WTMJ has lined up in 
addition Toy’s chop house, Modern- 
istic ballroom, Eagles’ ballroom, 
Wisconsin roof and Vanities cafe. 

" WISN has tentatively signed the 
Riverview ballroom, and will soon 
have Pick’s Club Madrid, former 
WTMJ; the Chateau Country club 
and Elks ballroom. 

Break for Tooters 

Since early in April the Milwau- 
kee musicians’ union has added 15 
spots to its lists. So big has the 
demand for orchestras been since 
spring the union has found it diffi- 
cult to supply bands for week-end 
jobs at the smaller cafes. As a re- 
sult, for the first time in years, the 
books of the union are open to mu- 
sicians, and 40 applications for cards 
have been received in three weeks. 

Interest in music has been stimu- 
lated through four half-hour pro- 
grams each week over WTMJ 
through the co-operation between 
the radio station and the union. The 
programs vary from the use of an 
accordion-bass viol duo to a 60-piece 
symphony. WTMJ supports an 18- 
piece orchestra. 

WISN is involved in a move to 
get a longer wave length. If this is 
accomplished, WHAD, Marquette 
University station, will no longer cut 
in for two and three-quarter hours 
of time over the WISN wave length. 
At present WISN must leave the air 
three times daily to permit the uni- 
versity station to operate. 

WTMJ is the NBC outlet and 
WISN is with CBS. 


$8 DAILY WIRE TOLL 
TOO MUCH FOR WSGN 


Birmingham, May 14. 
Finding that bulletins from the 
Press-Radio Bureau of the National 
Publishers Committee would cost 
the station $8 per day for telegraph 


eharges alone, WSGN has decided 
to tie up for its newscasts with in- 
dependent news collecting sources. 
Through the Radio News Service 
of America the station will within 
a few days start receiving short 
wave bulletins three times daily. 
WMAZ is already on the air with 
a local news service. E. M. Hender- 
son, formerly m.e. of the Birming- 
ham News, is in charge of the item 
garnering and broadcasting on a 
three time daily basis. 

Outlet has no network affiliation, 
which made it necessary to have the 
matter contributed by the major 
press association wired in from 
New York. For his station, Steve 
Cisler, WSGN manager, averred, 
the telegraph charge of around $8 
a@ day was prohibitive. 











PURE OIL RENEWS 
Minneapolis, May 14. 

Pure Oil Co. of this city has re- 
newed its six months’ contract for 
@ 15 minutes’ ether program six 
nights a week over WCCO, local Co- 
lumbia chain station. 

Program includes Jack Malerich 
and his band, a local act, and Cedric 
Adams, Minneapolis columnist. 





NEW KMOX SPIELERS 
St. Louis, May 14. 
KMOX has added a couple of an- 
mouncers, Charles Gussman who 
eomes from KFRU of Kansas City, 
and Maurice Cliffer of Chicago. 
Brings the announcing staff to an 
even 10. 





SPOOF SAYLE TAYLOR 


WSOC, Charlotte, Kids ‘The Voice 
of Experience’ 








Charlotte, N. C., May 14. 

As a take-off on the ‘Voice of 
Experience,’ CBS program, WSO, 
local NBC outlet, has originated a 
local show billed as the ‘Voice of 
Exposure.’ 

A. C. CSlufoot’) Lochman, black- 
face minstrel star, does the satire, 
using a pool eight-ball for the 
erystal gazing. The dialog is in 
negro dialect, answering purported 
letters seeking advice. 

Program is sponsored by Arrow 
beer. A novelty ensemble of piano, 
marimba and violin furnish music. 


2-Hour, 2-Web 
Show as Plug 
For Chi Fair 


Chicago, May 14. 


Radio is going to get about 
$35,000 of the $465,000 the Chicago 
State Street Association has raised 
to plug the World’s Fair under the 
name of ‘Keep Chicago Ahead.’ Ar- 
rangements are being made for a 
two-hour broadcast over Columbia 
and National networks on the night 
of May 25, the night before the 
Fair gets underway. 

Show will run 60 minutes on NBC 
and follow immediately on CBS. 
Show will be produced in the local 
NBC studios for both networks. 
Figured show will run from 10:30 
to 12:30 eastern time. 

Networks and the committee are 
working on angles whereby most 
of the talent will be donated by 
local and national sponsors with 
locally produced shows. 

World’s Fair itself is keeping 
hands-off on the advertising expen- 
diture matter. Is fearful of get- 
ting involved in a position where 
newspapers and other media not 
getting any advertising schedules 
might kick back by cutting down 
on Fair publicity. As presently set 
up the World’s Fair itself has no 
direct connection with the placing 
of any of the advertising. 











SESAC Brings Infringement 
Suit Against Loew (WHN) 


Loew Booking Agency, Inc., as 
operator of WHN, was instructed 
by Judge Patterson in the New 
York Federal Court last week to 
furnish the Society of European 
Stage Authors and Composers with 
the answers to a series of questions. 
SESAC wants the info in connec- 
tion with an infringement of copy- 
right suit it has brought against 
the Loew station. 

Performing rights outfit claims 
that WHN used some musical num- 
bers controlled by SESAC without 
obtaining a license. 








Phil Spitalny Vocal Find 
Set for Cheramy Acct. 


Maxine, a Phil Spitalny warbling 
discovery, starts a weekly quarter 
hour series for Cheramy cosmetics 
on CBS this Friday (18). Towns 
scheduled to get the program are 
New York, Boston, Chicago, Cleve- 
land, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, De- 


troit, Washington, Baltimore and 
Hartford. 

Lawrence C. Gumbinner is the 
agency and 10.30 p.m. EDST the 


time of release. 





Mohawk’s Vacation 
Mohawk Carpet Mills will call it 
arun June 14 for the Tuesday and 
Thursday a.m. frame it has been 
supporting on NBC's red (WEAF) 
link since the middle of March. 
Floor covering maker plans to 
come back on the same network 
wher. the clocks return to standard 


Bernie 0.K. for Sound 





Hollywood, May 14, 


Ben Bernie had little trouble with 
his tonsil divorcement last week in 
Good Samaritan hospital and is 
expected to return to the air Tues- 
day (15). 


NBC MAY TAKE 
OVER VICTOR 
WAXWORKS 


NBC's sales heads ave still de- 
bating the advisability of taking 
over the physical setup of RCA- 
Victor’s transcription department. 
As the relationship of the two RCA 
subsids now stand NBC has on its 
payroll the sales and production 
heads of Victor's transcription divi- 
sion, Frank Walker, and D. L. 
Egner, respectively. This pair 
came over when the network ex- 
tended its operation to the spot 
broadcasting field a couple months 
ago. 

With the radio phase of Victor's 
disc cutting business in the hands 
of NBC clients taking the tran- 
scription service would by network 
policy be limited to placing the Vic- 
tor stencillings on outlets operated 
by or affiliated with NBC, 











Here and There 


KFRC, San Francisco, reorgani- 
zation of the sales department just 
completed by Arthur J. Kemp, 
northern California sales manager 
for the Don Lee network, who has 
named Hassel W. Smith national 
ad chief in charge of national sales 
for the territory and Amory Eckley 
retail ad chief. 








Harold Peary, reader, character 
player and singer, who was last in 
Wheatenaville’s sketch and free 
lancing on other stations, is back 
with NBC, San Francisco. 





Radio Bacon, WAAW, Omaha, 
novelty piano player, goes to the 
Pacific coast for part in a Fanchon 
and Marco unit. 





KTSA, San Francisco, used by 
Guy Lombardo and his aggregation 
playing the regular Robert Burns 
program, 





P. Duff and Sons, packer of a 
gingerbread dough, has had added 
four more stations to the list carry- 
ing its five-minute transcription, 
‘Mrs. Reilly.’ Outlets are WBZ, 
Boston; WBZA, Springfield; WOR, 
Newark, and WTAM, Cleveland. 
Contracts are for 13 weeks and at 
the rate of three releases a week. 





Lawrence King is back singing 
at KNX, Los Angeles, after a ses- 
sion at the Mark Hopkins hotel in 
San Francisco. 





Freeman Lang is moving his i 
discing studios from Los Angeles 
to enlarged quarters in Hollywood. 





Ted White, formerly at KHJ, is} |! 
a new staff tenor at KMTR, Holly- 
wood. 





Henry and Percy will return to 
the air again after being off for 
several months. They will be heard 
over WSGN, Burmingham. 





Lasses White All-Star Minstrels, 
WSM, Nashville, started a new 
series May 9 for the Standard Oil 
of Louisiana, 





Raymond C. Hammett is seeking 
permission to move WAMC, located 
at Anniston, to Selma, Alabama. It 
was formerly located at Talladega. 


expenses, 
time and talent will be prorated. Kraft, meanwhile, will stand by in 
the studio with its Paul Whiteman show. 


been the same date in 1933. 
it tallied $7,300,000, while the parallel period of 1934 is responsible for 
a gross of $9,412,000. 
CBS with a 54% edge over 1933. 


Inside Stuff—Radio P 


Latest to throw rocks at advertising’s precocious child, broadcasting 
is John Rorty. In a 32-page pamphlet this writer on political and eco. 
nomic subjects declares: ‘In its essence the charge leveled against the 
American system of advertising-subsidized radio broadcasting is that it 
is drunk and disorderly’. 

Rorty does not bring out anything particularly new. His summation 
against broadcasting follows the general trend of all previous anti-radio 
pamphleteering. Even some of the quotations and cases have been cited 
before. Americans in general will probably not be disturbed by the 
inequality of political opportunity for broadcasting complained of. 

There are plenty of individuals and groups attacking radio. That 
these various elements may temporarily unite, each for a different rea- 
son, to jam through changes is possible. In attacking the general nature 
and quality of radio programs practically all the anti-radio groups brush 
aside, or ignore completely, the fact that radio, for all its admitted 
faults, does employ the best talent from the rest of show business. 

It seems hard to believe that broadcasting is so dull or unworthy of 
public appreciation as the belittlers would indicate. Certainly there is 
a vast amount of merit seeded in the clay. If radio entertainment fre- 
quently is moronic in tone there is strong reason to believe that the bulk 
of the radio audience is also a bit on the under-side of intellectualism. 








Hearst newspaper policy is torn between two elements as regards 
radio, with the ether apparently winning out through more and more 
space being devoted by those papers to broadcasting activities. This is 
predicated on local situations where managing editors ordain—and that's 


a common opinion—that radio news draws wider reader interest in ether 


programs, mike personalities, et al., than the sports pages. 

On the other hand, W. R. Hearst is known to have expressed himself 
adversely to the idea of any Hearst employee going on the air, commer- 
cially or otherwise, on the theory that Hearst journalistic reputations 
are lent to the microphone and capitalized by outside interests. Oppos- 
ing that, some editors of the Hearst papers present the proposition that 
the mike rep might well react in favor of the Hearst newspapermen and 
their papers. : 





Goodrich Tire is using both NBC’s red (WEAF) and blue (WJZ) links 
for the round by round broadcast of the Baer-Carnera bout June 14. 
To make this possible Kraft-Phenix has agreed to cede all or part of 
its regular 10 to 11 P. M. Thursday night period on the red loop. If 
the fight runs over a half hour Goodrich will reimburse Kraft all talent 
If the ring event lasts less than half an hour the cost of 


Understanding also is that should Goodrich take up the full hour or 


more three minutes will be accorded Kraft at the end for a plug on its 
mayonnaise brand. Kraft offered $13,000 for the air rights to the fight. 
Goodrich is paying $25,000. 





Business that NBC has already taken in this year easily exceeds the 


network’s gross from time sales for the entire 1933 stretch. NBC's statis- 
ticians last week arrived at this estimate by adding what has been 
grossed since Jan. 1 to what they figure will be garnered the rest of the 
year from contracts now in the web's files. 


Up to May 1 NBC on actual billings was only 30% better than it had 
For the first four months of that year 


Comparison of the same yearly segments shows 





If Governor Lehman signs the bill recently passed by the New York 


State Legislature providing for an appropriation of $500,000 to finance 
an advertising campaign to stimulate the consumption of milk, bulk of 
the money will be spent in newspaper space but some of it will be al- 


loted to radio. 
of the milk advertising plan, had a small appropriation used for a series 


of electrical transcriptions last year. 


State Department of Agriculture and Markets, sponsor 


Expenditure of the $500,000 would be made through an ad agency 


working with the Research Council and the Dairymen's League. 





Some listeners and one or two radio columnists have complained 


recently that WGY, Schenectady, is consuming too much air time in 
plugging the appearances of its acts at theatres, town halls, etc. 


Station has built up a steady source of revenue through its Artists’ 


Service Bureau, which was established about two and a half years ago. 
Originally, a large share of the p.a. dates were obtained through air 
spiels but more recently one or two act salesmen have been placed on 
the road to supplement the ether and letter solicitations. 





Premier Doumergue of France, making his second national radio ap- 


peal April 21, got over bigger than the first time, showing the French 
nation is getting more used to this sort of stuff. 


Took the occasion to declare war on Communists, who had been beaten 


out of an incipient riot the day before and who threatened trouble May 
1, Figures radio will be a big weapon in fighting them. 





KFAB, Lincoln, after years of being held silent through the best even- 
ng hours from 6 to 10 p. m., due to splitting time with WBBM, Chi, took 


to the air on a synchronized basis for the entire evening beginning 
May 1 with exception of the half hour between 
gives CBS competition to the NBC chains in this neighborhood. 


This 
KFAB 


8:30 and 9. 


1as 5,000 watts. 





Professional peeple are generally tough enough in criticizing each 


other on stage and screen performances, but that goes double as concerns 
radio. 


Which makes unusual the comment going around on Helen Menken. 


It sums up, amongst the show bunch, that hers is the finest voice on the 
air, 


ast ee 


Protest by a WMCA, New York, artist over the use of the ‘Barnacle 


Bill’ title by sea yarn spinners working on other stations apparently 
had its effect. 
Oliver called himself ‘Limey Bill’, while the billing of the Chicago ‘Bar- 
nacle Bill’ was changed to ‘Salty Sam’, 


On last week's broadcast, over WGY, Schenectady, Frank 





Yankee network, Boston, takes the complete service of the Havas news 


agency, foreign equivalent to the A.P., and nominally an A.P. ally but 
on a non-exclusive basis. 








Troy Broadcasting Company has 
been granted a temporary permit to 
operate WHET at Dothan, Ala- 
bama, from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. 





broadcast over the blue and red 
network of NBC May 16 through | y 
WMC, Memphis. Confirmation has|/a 
been received by Henry Slazick, 








time telling. 





WMC manager. 


the Surf nite club, started on a 15- 
minute 
WJZ last Wednesday afternoon (9). 
Memphis Cotton Carnival will be | Set by Larry Daniels. 


Earl Carroll for a 
that never materialized. 


Chester Thomas to WINS 


Cincinnati, May 14. 

Chester Thomas has resigned as 
traffic manager of WLW to become 
traffic and program manager of 
WINS, New York. He moves into 
his new job May 21. 

Thomas, who started in 1928 with 
Crosley as secretary to John L. 
Clark, gen. mer., has been traffic 


Paulette Carlay on WJZ 


Paulette Carlay, now singing at 


sustaining program’ over 


Miss Carlay was brought here a 
ear ago from Paris, where she 
ppeared in the ‘Folies Bergere,’ by 
‘Vanities’ job 





manager for the past three years. 
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RUDY VALLEE—AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 


Kudy Vallee 





erican Institution | 


A TRIBUTE TO A MAN 


We, who make up the personnel of the Rudy Vallee or- 
ganization, deem it both a pleasure and privilege to pay 
tribute to him .. . 


Here’s to you, Rudy . . . man and boss. . . for your sin- 
cerity ... your honesty and your ability . . . we, who 
follow your direction day after day, are appreciative of 
your kindness and your paternalism and above all your 
good cheer which has made our organization as happy 


' as it is famous. 
LESTER LADEN EVELYN LANGFELDT MARJORIE DIVEN ELLIOTT JACOBY 
Personal Renresentative Personal Secretary Secretary Arranger 
WILLIAM VALLEE BUD WEBBER GEO. ERICKSSON MURRAY PITTLUCK 
Publicity Director Librarian Asst. Librarian Sound Technician 


Rudy Vallee’s Connecticut Yankees 


AL EVANS CLIFF BURWELL JOE MILLER SAL TERINI 
Asst. Director Piano Saxophone Violin 
MICKEY BLOOM PHIL BUATTA SAM DIEHL WALTER SCHARF 
Trumpet Violin Saxophone Piano 
BOB BOWMAN HARRY PATENT HENRY CINCIONE HAL MATTHEWS 
Saxophone Bass Trumpet Trombone 
FRANK STAFFA FRANK FRISELLE CHAS. BUTTERFIELD WALTER GROSS 
Guitar Drums Trombone Piano 
BUDDY SHEPPARD BUD WEBBER BERNIE DALEY DON MOORE — _ZELLY SMIRNOFF 
Violin Saxophone Flute Trumpet Violin 
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RUDY VALLEE—AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 


RUDY VALLEE.... 


ONCE IN A BLUE MOON some one like you comes along 

MAY I thank you for your swell rendition of 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR and remember whenever I see a swell fellow 

HE REMINDS ME OF YOU, really we think you’re a swell guy and believe us 
WE’RE NOT YESSING 















Rocco Vocco 
P. S—Tried my best, but I can’t fit in “GOOD NIGHT LOVELY LITTLE LADY” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN and HENDERSON, Inc. 


ROBERT CRAWFORD, President 





























RUDY | pupy vALLEE 
YOU’RE GREAT 
i ie It has been more than a pleasure to work 
ae with you on your programs. 
Sincerely 
JIMMY 
McHUGH SMITH and DALE 
Ce Oy fe se DOROTHY 
"IN SPADES! FIELDS | 


My Sincere Wishes 
JACK BREGMAN 


RUDY VALLE GUS 


An “Americar Institution’? 
V A N Continued Success 


Now ‘Appearing To Rudy Vallee 


Nightly at George Givot 


WILLIE and EUGENE CHEZ PAREE 


H O W A R D Chicago | It is a pleasure to publicly pro- 


claim the ability of a great artist 


(= FRANCES LANGFORD As in the old days at Yale— RUDY VALLEE 


RUDY VALLEE Uses DAVE OPPENHEIM 


| SELMER Alto Sax and 
Extends Her Best Wishes to tga ax an 


RUDY VALLEE And we're right proud of it | 
Selmer Gus Kahn 


113 West 48th Street, N.Y.C. 








ISHAM JONES 








Positively ! 




















Her Discoverer 
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RUDY VALLEE—AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 











RUDY VALLEE 


AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 


You re telling me? 


| 





ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 



































r ~~ 
i VARIETY Tuesday, May 15, 1934 
RUDY VALLEE—AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 
“Orchids to DICK POWE ( ! ; ¥ . /ELL 
Oren . Be niahuines “ WELL and PAT What RUDY VALLEE said about 2 any DEC. FN rn , heed ihe: pertect he 
O'BRIEN for a grand job in the WARNER -, “TWENTY MILLION if tunes he had at his disposal in his new 
BR¢ »S. picture, ‘TWENTY MILLI¢ IN SWEETHEARTS” to twenty mil- WARNER BROS. picture, ‘TWENTY MIL- 
SWEETHEARTS,’ and to the song writing “WH lion and more listeners fri his a LION SWEETHEARTS.’ I only hope if I 
team of DUBIN and WARREN for the re at ‘ “ oa ever make another movie I have as fine a 
, , ae. % Fleischmann program, Thursday . 
grand tunes in the picture. This is the sec- diate. Wham tune as the feature song of the picture ‘I’LL 
> yx Mz ord, ‘ # 
ond best, ‘FAIR AND WARMER’.” vehi STRING ALONG WITH YOU’.” 
THANK YOU, RUDY—Words like: these coming from a real artist, 
a sincere personality and a true connoisseur, are indeed a glowing tribute 
to our efforts—We hope that some day we may have the opportunity to 
- write a motion picture score for you. | 
HARRY WARREN and AL DUBIN | 





on 






To RUDY 


Our Best Wishes for 


Your Continued Success! 


* PLAY TO ME, GYPSY (The Song I Love) To R U D Y 


(Europe’s Biggest Hit in Twenty Years) 
THE BEAT O”" MY HEART—By Spina and Burke. 


WHY DON’T YOU PRACTICE WHAT YOU 
PREACH. 


UNLESS YOUR HEART IS MINE  (England’s Big- S A M C O S L QO \¢ 


gest Waltz Hit Since “Sunshine of Your Smile’’) 


TONIGHT IS’ MINE 
(From RKO Picture, “‘Stingaree.”” AND 


THE WORLD OWES ME A LIVING 


(From Walt Disney’s Silly Symphony, “Grasshopper AR ‘| 
and the Ants’’) 


I'VE GOT A WARM SPOT IN MY HEART FOR 
YOU. By Spina and Burke. 


OH ME! OH MY! OH YOU! 
(From RKO’s Picture “‘Strictly Dynamite”’ ) 











SAY, “THANKS” 


-> ed 


IRVING BERLIN Inc. 


799 Seventh Avenue 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
























“SISTERS OF THE SKILLET” 


EDDIE EAST and RALPH DUMPKE 


NBC NETWORK 
Extend Best Wishes to 


RUDY VALLEE 


GREETINGS TO RUDY ae RU BINOFF 
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Credit To Our Profession 


FRUDY VALLEE 


1548) 0 Gh 0 OD) De. | 


In Appreciation 


of a 


Sincerely 
OTTO HARBACH 





MILTON ACER 


RUDY VALLEE 


AGER, YELLEN ed BORNSTEIN 


BEN BORNSTEIN 
IRVING TANZ 


Extend Greetings and Appreciation to 


INC. 





AMERICAN INSTITUTION 


RUDY V 








% 


ALLEE: A TRIBUTE 
TO THE MAN AND THE ARTIST 


* * * 


NBC ARTISTS SERVICE 


welcomes this opportunity to pay its tribute to one whose talent and 


showmanship have contributed so much to the whole art of broadcasting. 


Rudy Vallee is one of radio’s pioneers. 


His personality, imagination, and vision have made a lasting impres- 
sion upon the industry, an impression which forms a pattern for the 


future just as it has been a guide in the past. 


NBC ARTISTS SERVICE 


GEORGE ENGLES +« MANAGING DIRECTOR 


RCA BUILDING, 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK « CHICAGO «SAN FRANCISCO 


* * * 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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RUDY VALLEE—AN 


VARIETY 








AMERICAN INSTITUTION 


GREETINGS TO RUDY 


A Great Art 


ist and My Good Friend 


Direction—JACK LAVIN 
Park Central Hotel, New York 














ar 


From A 
‘MANY HAPPY RETURNS” 


FEATURING GUY LOMBARDO and BURNS & ALLEN 
= ” . secsaaeseaecenen 


mous CMusic = 


PUBLISHERS TO PARAMOUNT 








W. C. HANDY 


“Father of the Blues’ 
Author of 


-“SAINT LOUIS 
BLUES” 


and Publisher of These 
Numbers 


“LOVELESS LOVE” 


“AINTHA GOT 
MUSIC?" 


“HARLEM IS 
HEAVEN TO ME” 


“GOT A NEED 
FOR YOU” 


Exteids Best Wishes to 
RUDY VALLEE : 


and his 


Connecticut 
YanRees 











Commemorating 


His Recording 
of 
“SAINT LOUIS 
BLUES” 


On Victor Record 
22321-B 





Handy Brothers Music 


1587 Broadway, 
New York, N. ¥. °* 


PICTURES 











1894 GILMORE 


1900 SOUSA HI] THERE RUDY! POPS and LOUIE 
1934 RUDY [°m proud of my various and sundry associations with you in the past. You're a good Doff Their 
VA [ [ F F guy, and among your most sincere friends is Hats to 


and His Connecticut Yankees 


MANHATTAN BEACH 
and 
ORIENTAL BEACH BATHS 


PALMER HOUSE 


Thanks to Hal Kemp and 


Bill McCaffrey, N.B.C. 
Manhattan Beach, Brooklya, 


New York City 





RAY PERKINS 


Network—Tuesday Evenings 


Personal Management—SEDLEY BROWN 


RUDY VALLEE 


“AN AMERICAN 
INSTITUTION” 


CUSHMAN SONS’ BAKERIES 
WOR—Monday and Friday Evenings 
Thanks to Louis Witten 


Playing Cotton Club 
NEW YORK 














To Rudy Vallee 


In recognition of his many appearances at 
charitable benefits without regard to race 


or creed. 


Wm. Morris Agency 





Rudy Vallee 


mill survive thra many a genera- 


tion because he is an American 


Belle Baker 


To RUDY VALLEE 





The name of 
The eight months of my asso- 


ciation with you at the Hollv- 
wood Restaurant have been the 


happiest of mv career. 


Institution. 


Jerry Lester 











Thanks to the Messrs. MOSS and AMRON 


Personal Manager 
DANNY DARE 
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Hi-de-ho to Heigh-ho |! 


Cab Calloway expresses to Rudy Vallee his 
appreciation of the opportunity of being 
identified with the Fleischmann Radio Program 
twice within six months! 


CAB CALLOWAY 


And His 


COTTON CLUB ORCHESTRA 


Booked exclusively by 


gon Mill Poul, 


“The most amazing personality ¢ Wi tLs 


p99 


in the world of music: 
J ““ARTESTS al 


799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK 
Telephone: CIrcle 7-7162 
CABLE: JAZZ 


























It Has Been Conclusively Proven That 


|| RUDY VALLEE 


Ss 
AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 


E have beeg catering to the public for thirty 
VW years. We have known many stars and box- 

office attractions. Yet in all that extended 
period of time and throughout our varied 
experience with “stars” we are happy to say 
that at present we have the greatest box-office 
attraction of them all, RUDY VALLEE. 
He is great because week after week at the 


Greetings to 


Rud y Valle 
patronage is undimished, and because week 


' after week the fertility of his showmanship = 
remains always fresh. V J ¢ = O R R E Cc O R D S TA R 
Our business association has been a very ° 


happy one and we are most gratified. 
(Signed) JOE MOSS. 
JACOB AMRON. 


| Currently | Ji TOM 


The most sensational grosses ever reached in 
America during seven months’ engagement at 


RCA VICTOR COMPANY, ne. 


HOLLYWOOD Camden, N. J 


Cabaret Restaurant 
Broadway at 48th Street, New York City 



































} Opening Returning | 
June 29 at Sept. 30, 1934, to 
PAVILLON ROYAL HOLLYWOOD all 
America’s Most Beautiful Cabaret Restaurant 
Suburban Restaurant Mee Verte Mest 
Valley Stream, Popular Rendezvous 
Long Island B'way at 48th St., N. Y. 
for Summer Season for Winter Season 
For Reservations Phone 
Valley Stream 1308 CHickering 4-2572 
H Mack Miller, Publicity Representative 
Hy Blane, Stage Manager 
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W E are happy to express our appreciation and good wishes to Rudy Vallee, the 
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|} Radio Executives of the J. Walter Thompson Company, and to the following 
Stars and Featured Players of stage and screen—a partial list of those whom we 
have placed on outstanding commercial radio programs during the last twenty months: 











VERA ALLEN 
ADRIENNE AMES 
ROSEMARY AMES* 
iLENN ANDERS* 
TUDITH ANDERSON* 
CIONEL ATWILL* 
FAY BAINTER* 
TALLULAH BANKHEAD* 
EDITH BARRETT* 
ETHEL BARRYMORE 
JANET BEECHER 
RALPH BELLAMY 
SIDNEY BLACKMER* 
TOAN BLONDELL* 
ALICE BRADY* 
WILLIAM A. BRADY* 
HORACE BRAHAM* 
‘LIVE BROOK 
BRUCE CABOT 
TAMES CAGNEY* 
ILKA CHASE 
PATRICIA COLLINGE* 
FRANK CONROY 
GARY COOPER* 
PEDRO DE CORDOBA 
JANE COWL* 
DOLORES DEL RIO* 
JEAN DIXON* 
JAMES DUNN 

GRACE GEORGE* 
MARGALO GILLMORE* 
DOROTHY GISH* 
CARY GRANT 





* Radio Debut 


RAYMOND HACKETT* 
WALTER HAMPDEN* 
HELEN HAYES* 
KATHARINE HEPBURN* 
ROSE HOBART* 
PHILLIPS HOLMES* 
TAYLOR HOLMES 
MIRIAM HOPKINS* 
LESLIE HOWARD 
HENRY HULL* 
WALTER HUSTON 


COLIN KEITH-JOHNSON*® 


GHOFFREY KERR* 
IPENNIS KING 

OTTO KRUGER* 
EARLE LARIMORE®* 
FRANCIS LEDERER* 
EUGENIE LEONTOVICH* 
ROBERT LORAINE* 
PAULINE LORD* 
ELIZABETH LOVE* 
MONTAGU LOVE 
EDMUND LOWE 
PAUL LUKAS 

BERT LYTELL 

A. E. MATTHEWS* 
KENNETH McKENNA* 
ADOLPHE MENJOU* 
GEORGES METAXA* 
THOMAS MITCHELL* 


DOUGLASS MONTGOMERY* 


ROBERT MONTGOMERY* 


COLLEEN MOORE* 
ERIN O'BRIEN-MOORB 
MARY MORRIS 
CONRAD NAGEL* 

J. C. NUGENT®* 

HUGH O'CONNELL 
DOROTHY PARKER 
OSGOOD PERKINS* 
ROLLO PETERS 

GUY BATES POST 
TOM POWERS 

ROGER PRIOR 
IRENE PURCELL® 
CLAUDE RAINS* 
HERBERT RAWLINSON 
SELENA ROYLE®* 
MARY SERVOSS* 
ANNE SEYMOUR®* 
HAL SKELLY 
QUEENIE SMITH®* 
MARGARET SULLAVAN* 
GLORIA SWANSON®* 
BASIL SYDNEY* 
EDITH TALIAFERRO®* 
CONWAY TEARLE* 
ERNEST TRUEX®* 
LENORE ULRIC* 
HAROLD VERMILYEA 
JUNE*« WALKER®* 
RUTH WESTON®* 
PEGGY WoOoD 
ROLAND YOUNG®* 
BLANCHE YURKA 


To the Personal Representatives through whose courtesy several of the above-named 
actors and actresses were booked by us on various radio programs we offer our 
thanks for their cordial co-operation. 





BRISCOE «x» GOLDSMITH, Inc. 


in Association with 


522 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 


H. E. EDINGTON-F. W. VINCENT, Inc. 


HOLLYWOOD 


Many Great 





RUDY 
VALLEE 


has chosen a Capehart, for, as he says: “The 
Capehart most faithfully reproduces both re- 


who know music and who are competent judges 
of tone quality. No finer tribute has ever been 


lee and other prominent artists, among whom the 
following are but a few—Norma Shearer... 
Elissa Landi. . . Paul Whiteman. . . Sylvia Sid- e 
ney..-.Constance Bennett...Ruth Etting... 

Billy Burke Ziegfeld. ..Robert Montgomery 

..-Claudette Colbert...Adolphe 


include William S. Paley, President 
Columbia Broadcasting System... 


PLUS 


ner. ..Warner Brothers First National 
Studios. 





. . ** . . 
cordings and radio.” ‘This true reproduction, 2g ome ~ gg 
this exacting fidelity is demanded by the artists | combined with radio. Com- 
plete sets of recordings, 
any make, both 10 in. and 
12 in., are played in their 


given the Capehart than its selection by Mr. Val- _— recorded sequence—an ex- 
clusive Capehart feature. 


1 | 
Artists Preter (or 





continu- 


Menjou ...Bette Davis. Other own- ’ , Mt 4 
ers prominent in the entertainment world pe hnest ULINUSIC 
Mrs. Louis B. Maver. ..G. B. War- Pydiobntertanment 


THE CAPEHART CORPORATION, FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 














COVUIS BEAN ETEIN, Paceceer 
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TO RUDY VALLEE 





pum __emnemecens 





PROUD OF OUR PAST ASSOCIATION 






CAPITOL THEATRE BUILOING 
COR BROADWAY AND Ster Sf. 


NEW YORK 


neti Sa 


a a ae 


MORTON A. MILMAN {- 


RADIO ADVERTISING COUNSEL 


HOTEL WARWICK 
New York City 


* 
a 


May ll, 1934, 


Dear Rudy: 


My Best Wishes 
In Friendship. 

















Cart AD Ee 


P. S5.-DO you remember this 
NIGHT ON THE DESERT? 





TO RUDY VALLEE ia 


AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 


FOR HIS PAST FAVORS 
SPONSOR OF OUR DEBUT ON THE AIR 
THANK YOU FOR BRINGING US BACK ON THE FLEISCHMANN PROGRAM i 


CROSS and DUNN , 





BEST WISHES TO RUDY VALLEE 


Extra Added Attraction This Week (May 11) 


ROY SMECK 


RADIO'S WIZARD OF THE STRINGS 


LOEW'S STATE, NEWARK 





Cordially 


TED KOEHLER 











My Respects 


HAROLD ARLEN 
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10 JOE GFCOVOK 





A Lake Hopatcong Institution 
An Evansville, Indiana, boy 


Who Made Good in New Jersey 


ae 


RUDY VALLEE 











Greetings to 





RUDY VALLEE 





| +1 JIMMY CAMPBELL 


and 


“} | REG CONNELLY 














RUDY VALLEE—AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 


Stand Up 
and Cheer! 


for 


RUDY | 
VALLEE 


An American Institution 


We Acknowledge Our Pleasant Asso- 
ciation with You and Appreciate Your 
Splendid Support of Our Great Popu- 
lar Catalog ... 


“HOLD MY HAND” 
“NASTY MAN” 

“WAITIN’ AT THE GATE FOR KATY” 
“BABY TAKE A BOW” 

“BROADWAY'S GONE HILL-BILLY” 
“STAND UP AND CHEER” 

“MY DOG LOVES YOUR DOG” 
“CAROLINA” 

“SHE’S WAY UP THAR” 

“THIS IS OUR LAST NIGHT TOGETHER” 
“SIX WOMEN (Me and Henry the Eighth)” 
“SWEET AND SIMPLE” 

“SO NICE” 

“WE'RE OUT OF THE RED” 

“I'M LAUGHIN’ ” 


NOTE: 


All songs are from the Fox Film Productions— 
“GEORGE WHITE’S SCANDALS,” “CARO- 
LINA,” “BOTTOMS UP” and “STAND UP 
AND CHEER!” 


M FOX PUBLISHING. 
CLEVELAND 2 
THE ARCADE 
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YOUR DAUGHIER 
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Continued Success to 


AN 
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AND 


BAILEY 
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This Week (May 11) 
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HARMS, Inc. 





ALBEE, BROOKLYN | | 


eee ee 











RUDY VALLEE 


E H-M-M-M-M! 


BOB HOPE 


H-M-M-M-M! 


“ROBERTA” 


New Amsterdam Theatre 
NEW YORK 


MAY USHER 


Greets Rudy Vallee—*‘An American Institution” 














Johnny Green 


and 


Eddie Heyman 


COMPOSERS OF 


“Body and Soul” 

“| Cover the Waterfront” 
“Easy Come Easy Go”’ 
_— 

EXTEND THEIR THANKS TO 


RUDY VALLEE 
For His Help and Friendship 





RABSONS 


Music and Camera Co., Inc. 
1373 Sixth Avenue at 56th Street 
NEW YORK 


Extend best wishes to 


RUDY VALLEE 


Whose Records Have Been 
Topnotch Sellers 


Ce eee Re 


To RUDY VALLEE 


E. B. Marks gave his estimate of you when he chose you as his 
idea of THE modern big-timer in the subtitle of his best-selling 


“THEY ALL SANG”* 


(From Tony Pastor to Rudy Vallee) 
>ewe 


Now he wants to call your and other showmen’s attention to 
these new hit songs by such writers as Coots, Lewis, Cugat, 
Tobias, Klages, Berle, Greer, Adams, Sigler and others— 

“MY SHAWL”’ 

“WHAT’S GONNA BE?” 

“I'VE GOT A WATCH” 

“LET’S HONEYMOON AGAIN’é 

“WALTER, WALTER WILDFLOWER”’ 

““TWELVE O’CLOCK AND ALL IS WELL” 

“EXTRA! (ALL ABOUT THAT GAL OF MINE)” 

>awa 


* Copies of “THEY ALL SANG,” regularly priced at $3.50, are 
now offered to the profession at the special theatrical rate of 
$3.00 postpaid and autographed. 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORP. 


223 W. 46th Street New York City 











If it’s good enough for Rudy Vallee—— 





The Rendezvous of Notables 


CIrcle 7-9524- 144 West 52nd Street 
9808 NEW YORK CITY 





I want to say 


“With Many Thanks” 
EDWARD HEYMAN 


Alice Faye 











Jay Gorney 





TO R. V.—A SWELL GUY 
Proud to Be Your Exclusive Arranger 


ELLIOT JACOBY 


MANY THANKS FOR THE BOOST 








ARCHIE FLETCHER 
JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 


RUDY VALLEE 


“An American Institution” 


He’s instituted alot of hits for me and I am exceedingly grateful 
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RUDY VALLEE—AN 





AMERICAN INSTITUTION 
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Publishers of His 


GEORGE WHITE'S SCANDALS 


SONG SUCCESSES 


for the British Empire 
and Continental Europe 


P.S. Do You. Remember ‘THE STEIN SONG’? 


RUDY 


A Sweeter Guy I’ve Never Known 
Always Helping Others 


Unselfish and Unspoiled (Hasn't Gone Broadway) 


Just Some of the Engagements Rudy Arranged for Me: 


HOLLYWOOD RESTAURANT 


NEW YORK 
16 Weeks and Still Going 


WEAF-PURE OIL PEP SHOW-NB.C. 


Every Saturday, 7:30-8 P. M. 
8 Weeks and Renewed for 10 More Weeks 


FLEISCHMANN YEAST PROGRAM 


EDDIE 
PEABODY 


His Hollywood Playmate Is Genuinely Grateful 








| We Agree With Millions—T: hat 


Is an American Institution 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
NEW YORK CITY 





RUDY VALLEE 





We Deem It a Privilege 
To Join In Tribute To 


- REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
NEW YORK CITY 





RUDY VALLEE| 
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| To Rudy Vallee 


A Gentleman in the Music Profession 


PHIL SPITALNY | | 





To Rudy Vallee | | 


The Best in the World ) 
to the World’s Best ) 





LARRY SPIER 





















































i T. B. HARMS Co. | 
: To RUDY VALLEE 
a /; a? The Impresario of the Microphone 
i iclor Ye LMG 
y seals Miah | VICTOR YOUNG 
af AN TESS ORCHESTRA Musical Director 
&§ Mewtfork CHEVROLET (General Motors) RADIO PROGRAM Y, 
\ Sunday Evenings—WEAF Network—10:00 to 10:30 P. M. (E.D.S.T.) olor : UNG 
‘ i Scorer and Musical Arranger for the American Movie Epic AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
| ti: | ” 
i | WA FRANKIE and JOHNNIE Exclusive Management: Mewlfork 
i for which he also composed “Give Me a Heart to Sing To” er sae 
|) 
i) To Rudy Vallee 
i REALLY an American Institution 
¥ iH \ : 
1 | ; 
ie SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN and Co,, Inc. 
4 MUSIC PUBLISHERS é , 
an Capitol Theatre Building, Broadway and 5lst Street, New York 
- IF YOU WANT GREAT SONGS THIS IS THE PLACE TO GET THEM 
| Toute Mon Admiration a 
it To Rudy Vall aw 
Te o Rudy Vallee Vallee Rudy Vallee 
i) { Truly an American Institution 
; ‘ % who knows that to 
Hig In Appreciation pein Fay Loy IRENE BORDONI 
:| 
) | MACK GORDON HARRY REVEL atk It's an Honor to Be Included 
i MURRAY BAKER ~ 
| : 
a - 
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mills music 





Agrees that Rudy Vallee is 


An American Institution 





wc ls met neat 


—} | AN IMPORTANT EVENT IN OUR SCHEDULE! 


The Publication of the Long-Awaited Score of the New COTTON CLUB PARADE 
24th EDITION 
These songs were written by HAROLD ARLEN and TED KOEHLER, who gave us “STORMY WEATHER?” in their last revue 


“ILL WIND” “AS LONG AS | LIVE” “HERE GOES” 
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cat Tsao 


Our Other Outstanding Songs —— 




































































| : | : | 
| NO MORE HEARTACHES, NO MORE TEARS” | “EMALINE” | “CARRY ME BACK TO THE LONE PRAIRIE” 
baba a: { 
ra : 
THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT A SOLDIER” “ONE MORNING IN MAY” | “CHRISTMAS NIGHT IN HARLEM” i 
MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
JACK MILLS, President 1619 Broadway, New York Prof. Manager, CHAS. WARREN 
CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA CINCINNATI e LOS ANGELES 
Murray Staub Sam Myerow Leonard Wilson Bobby Gross 
75 W. Randolph Street 4806 Gransback Street Elim and Central Parkway 4244 Degnan Boulevard 
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Not because you are a major “plug” for any song—that 


would be too obvious! 
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Not because you are a performer who has remained on top 


—although you deserve it! 


BUT BECAUSE your showmanship, your faculty of 
gauging public taste, your ability to pick talent as well 
as songs, has been one of the most important factors 

in the amazing development of radio as an entertain- 


ing medium! 


DONALDSON,. DOUGLAS 
and GUMBLE, Inc. 


HARRY LINK, Prof. Manager 








SUGGEST 


“THE HOUSE IS HAUNTED” 
Outstanding Hit of Ziegfeld Follies 








= “I’M DANCING WITH THE GIRL OF MY DREAMS” 


“| WISH | WERE TWINS |! SHOULD SAY 
(So | Could Love You Twice As Much)” R UJ D Y V A L L F F 
‘ “SWEETHEART OF MY CAMPFIRE DAYS 1S AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 
Best Wishes AL TRAHAN 
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RUDY ‘VALLEE—AN AMERICAN INSTITUTION 
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“THE DARK ANGEL OF THE VIOLIN” and’ his INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 


APPRECIATE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF PAYING THEIR RESPECTS TO 


RUDY VALLEE 


“ATE” = PROCTOR’s ~=—SéPALACE 


B’KLYN NEWARK NEW YORK 
Management, SAMUEL SKOLNICK, Salisbury Hotel, New York , 





Congratulations RUDY: 


NBC IS GIVING ME THE AIR TOO 8-9 P. M. EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT OVER 
WJZ NETWORK AND EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT FROM 7:15-7:30 P. M. 


ED LOWRY 


NBC ARTISTS BUREAU 
HAROLD KEMP 





Extending my sincere best 
wishes to Rudy Vallee—a 


To RUDY VALLEE PHIL HARRIS 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK - ALBEE, BROOKLYN 
This Week (May 11) Next Week (May 18) 


In Deeb Abpreciation— 
From His Little Protege 





AL BERN 2 TO RUDY VALLEE 





THANKS FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION 


SAXON SISTERS 


Featured with THE TERRAPLANE TRAVALCADE 





AN ORCHID TO “RUDY” 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK BOONE nt 


1650 BROADWAY NEW YORK CITY ; 


This Week (May 11) vn 


THANKS TO RUDY VALLEE 


MARGUERITA PADULA 


“TRIPLING” 
FLEISCHMANN YEAST WEEKLY 
Opening Pavillon Royale, June 28—Opening Manhattan Beach, July Ist 


TO RUDY THE BEST TO THE BEST 


RICHARD HIMBER | 























GEORGE BEATTY 


WISHES TO EXTEND HIS SINCERE BEST WISHES TO 


RUDY VALLEE 


A FRIEND AND MASTER SHOWMAN 


THIS WEEK (May 11) MASTER OF CEREMONIES FOR THE RKO ALBEE, BROOKLYN 
Direction, PHIL OFFIN 








Saturday 10 P. M., WEAF—NBC Coast to Coast Network § 
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ROYAL COMMAND 
PERFORMANCE 
From London 


Sustaining 
15 Mins. 
WABC-WJZ, New York 

Hitting in mid-afternoon last 
Tuesday (8) this long distance re- 
jay skipped over the water, with 
far better technical definition than 
most other international broadcasts, 
and was interesting as far ag it 
went. Both NBC and CBS had it 
and each chain muffed in ignoring 
the theory that it was either worth 
at least a half hour or nothing. The 
networks gave it 15 minutes, mean- 
ing that the subject was just warm- 
ing up when it was cut off. 

London’s annual Command Per- 
formance is a charity event dis- 
tinguished by the presence of the 
King and Queen. This year it was 
held at the Palladium, and British 
Broadcasting only had time to open 
up its theatre mikes for the ar- 
rival of their Majesties and an or- 
chestrated prolog. None of the acts 
on the bill reached an American 
wire. 

Event was particularly clear and 
free of interference, so much 60 
that if planned future international 
commercial programs enjoy the 
sam. break their success seems as- 
sured from the novelty angle alone. 
This particular affair started with 
the usual announcements and then 
a sojourn in the BBC studios with 
a house orchestra fiddling away 
precious minutes because the Pal- 
ladium performance was not yet 
ready to start. An unannounced 
switch to: the, theatre followed, in 
turn trailed by the customary ‘God 
Save the King.’ After which the 
recitative prolog, having a musical 
background which recalled several 
famous British music hall names. 
BBC then changed source to the 
actors’ home for which the benefit 
is held, explaining a ‘sight’ act was 
opening the show and a return to 
the stage would later be made. 

Norman Long had charge at the 
home and introduced a couple of 
old timers, Amey Knox and Alice 
Leemar (if picked up correctly), 
each of whom sang a number they 
presumably had helped to make 
popular in the past. Schedule was 
about due to get back to the thea- 
tre when both U. S. networks called 
a halt. 

Unquestionably marked by its 
technical excellence the broadcast 
also evidenced a certain laxness by 
BBC in allowing the mike to wan- 
der without informing listeners of 
its destination. Instrumentally the 
occasion was particularly partial to 
the percussion section at the thea- 
tre, kettle drums coming. through 
even unto their tones. 

ea 


CHEVROLET PRESENTS 
Victor Young, Alexander Grey 
Bands, Songs 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 

Curious ‘situation that has devel- 
oped in this Chevrolet backed half 
hour over NBC’s red (WEAF) link 
Sunday nights is that the imitator 
has done a decidedly crack bit of 
improvement over the original. The 
original is Wayne King, who fills a 
parallel segment of the clock for 
Lady Esther’s facecream on CBS. 

Cc. E. Coyle, in taking over the 
presidency of Chevrolet, decided 
that soft romantic music of the 
King school would be more to his 
liking as radio fare than the di- 
verting didoes of Jack Benny and 
the comic’s stooge phalanx. Coyle 
had his ad reps, the Campbell- 
Ewald agency, do the bidding for 
King’s services, with the negotia- 
tions going so far as to offer to buy 
out the bandman’s contract from 
Lady Esther. But this proved no 
go, and the next move was to en- 
gage a leader who could simulate 
the King style of dansapation. 

In picking Victor Young for the 
assignment Chevrolet did more than 
acquire an imitator. With Young 
the slow tempo and subdued, easily 
flowing mood is nothing new. Rated 
as one of the finest arrangers in 
the country, Young’s penchant has 
always been for giving the major 
play to the string and wood instru- 
ments. But regardless of all this 
Young at the present time as far 
as his Chevrolet program is con- 
cerned is patently designing his 
repertoire along Wayne King mo- 
tifs and lines, And as far as gen- 
eral musicianship and the contriv- 
ing of fine, ear-soothing melody 
concerned Young has created some- 
thing that tops the King level by 
a wide margin. 

Young’s stanza started off with 
nothing but band music. Recently 
the program took to guest warblers. 


Last Sunday night’s (13) designee 
from this category was Alexander 
Grey. In keeping with the pro- 


sram’s theme Grey did a couple ro- 
mantic ditties of the syruppy senti- 
mental genre. It is obvious that the 


sponsor likes to have one of his| date in city. A Georgia camp- Three Belles harmoniously wafted 
old favorites rung in. Young fav-| meeting idea opened the quarter|‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’ and 
ored him with ‘Meet Me Tonight in| hour with fragments of ‘Winter-|Jimmy Riddell’s spot ‘Love Me To- 
Dreamland’ for the fadeout compo- green for President,’ and other poli- | night’ brought in fan calls. Bob | 
sition of the past weekend’s reper- | tical themes worked in. Next had | Haines’ treatment of ‘You Are Free’ 
toire, Kathryn Perry in a symphonic jazz!|was most outstanding. Program | 
Marking this 30-minute affair is| aria on ‘St. James Infirmary,’ with | copy was handled by Billy Sandi- 
the brevity of the plug. All the copy | choir accompaniment. ford who put across a smooth m.c. 
nas to say is, ‘This program is Closing was the ‘I Just Couldn't | job from the sophisticated contin- 
brought to you by the dealer in your | Take It, Baby,’ which was stretched | uity. The Rogues added a viril 
community who represents Chev-| out into a regular musical saga by | western touch to the show. 
rolet, the car with the kneeaction | the leading songstress, Rich in| There will be three more such 
wheels.’ Odec. music and choral work. ) broadcasts, 





IRVING BERLIN 
Lyrical Reminiscences 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

Irving Berlin is doing five Sunday 
nights (9 p.m. EDST) for Good 
Gulf. He follows Will Rogers and 
George M. Cohan and again demon- 
Strates that the auspices behind 
this program have a canny sense 
of values. For Berlin draws upon 
the rich treasure of his former and 
multiple hits which, with the aid 
of an adroit and silken continuity 
weaves into a pleasant whole and 
creates a program of considerable 
unction. 


Songwriters are of course old 
hands at personal appearances 
wherein they revive samples of 


their old numbers. In theatres the 
identifying strain of an erstwhile 
best-seller when rendered by its 
composer invariably provokes ap- 
plause of recognition. It does not, 
however, appear that any program 
quite like the one proferred by 
Berlin has been heard on the kilo- 
cycles heretofore, 

Berlin is reported to have ap- 
proached the microphone with an 
apprehension amounting to terror. 
He signed months in advance of his 
debut and had all that time to 
worry about what he would do and 
how he would do it over the air. 
As a performer Berlin is not the 
greatest. But he gets by. His 
thinnish voice suffices. Meanwhile 
it is the Berlin legend, the Berlin 
resources musically, and the Berlin 
brand of showmanship, that makes 
this series of five programs mem- 
orable and worth listening to. 

A typical instance of the sort of 
thing Berlin is offering is the 
dramatized explanation of how, 
during the war, his violent anti- 
pathy to cantonment discipline and 
early hours resulted in ‘Oh, How I 
Hate To Get Up In The Morning.’ 
That neatly musicalized the senti- 
ments of 5,000,000 conscripts. This 
led naturally into the poetic justice 
of the demobilized private who, 
back in the business world with 
the military distinctions removed 
gloatingly sang, ‘I've Got My Cap- 
tain Working For Me Now.’ 

Land. 


PEBECO ON PARADE 
With Block and Sully, Ted Bergman, 

Will Osborne 
Comedy, Band, Songs 
30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WOR, Newark 

Replacing Radie Harris ond her 
screen celeb interviews on this Fri- 
day night hookup that includes 
WGN, Chicago, and WLW, Cincin- 
nati, is the team of Block and Sully. 
Pair got the assignment, which is 
for a minimum of four weeks, on 
the strength of the showing they 
made as stooges for Eddie Cantor 
on a couple Chase and Sanborn 
shows. 

Last Friday’s (11) appearance 
was the second for the duo on the 
dentifrice’s series. On this occa- 
sion Block and Sully were’ provided 
with their own stooge, Teddy Berg- 
man, which perhaps might be taken 
as indicating progress. Block and 
Sully borrowed a leaf from Cantor’s 
book on ‘broadcast studio deport- 
ment and dressed their stooge up in 
girl’s clothes. To the studio side- 
line bunch Bergman in femme tog- 
gery may have been funny, but to 
the rockingchair element the idea of 
a baritone voice being referred to as 
‘my sister’ must have been more 
confusing than diverting. 

Punch and bolstering that Cantor 
gave Eve Sully’s Hebe dialecting 


was pointedly lacking on last Fri-f 


day’s shindig. Some of the mate- 
rial clicked nicely, while some of it 


was mildewed. One gag the pair 
pulled calls for a moratorium. It’s 
the one about the dumb guy who 


couldn’t even hold a sales job ina 
5e and 10c store, because it was 
hard for him to remember the 
prices. At least four comics used 
it on the air last week. Night be- 
fore (Thursday) it was in Georgie 
Jessel’s monolog for Fleischmann. 

With her style now leaning heav- 
ily on the Hebe manner of speech, 
the Eve Sully personality still has 
big possibilities on the air. It’s 
mainly a matter of the right frame 
and the right material. The Hebe 
dialect obviates anv tendency to 
compare her dumbbell role with that 
of Gracie Allen. The producers of 
the show could help by keeping the 
sideline laughter toned down. 

Will Osborne’s vocalizing and in- 
strumentation are the only items re- 
maining from the original Rebeco 
setup. Both still make it quite pleas- 
ant for the ear. Odec. 





‘BLACKBIRDS’ 
Kathryn Perry, Cecil Mack Choir 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WOWO, Fort Wayne 

Shrill harmony significant of col- 
ored singing best describes this pro- 
gram which was current with stage 


CLIVE BROOK, LOIS WILSON 
‘3-Cornered Moon’ 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

| WJZ, New York 

Charles R. Warner Co. has picked 
a natural in this program idea for 
its Non-Spi brand of deodorant. 
With the femme element as the 
target of interest, there could 
hardly be a better combination than 
a brightly written love story or 
a drama and a picture name around 
which to center the romantic at- 
tention. If the series can maintain 
the standard set by the _ initial 
sample (9) it should have little 
trouble slicing off for itself a hefty 
Wednesday night (9:30 p.m. EDST) 
listening percentage. 

For the opening stanza the pro- 
ducers tagged one that was right 
up Clive Brook’s alley. It was 
Michael Arlen’s ‘Three-Cornered 
Moon. As exchanged by Brooks 
and Lois Wilson the dialog shim- 
mered with the sort of sparkle and 
wit that passes for smartness with 
the femme strata that once made 
of Arlen a topseller. 

This is the first of a series of 30- 
minute programs emanating from 
the Los Angeles NBC studios under 
the group title of ‘Love Stories’ to 
headline name film personalities on 
successive weeks, 

So far lined up are 13 programs, 
all tab editions of stories by well- 
known authors. The initialer was 
by Michael Arlen. Succeeding ones 
are to be based on yarns by Rex 
Beach, Ben Ames Williams, Royal 
Brown and other popular book and 
mag scribblers. 

Outstanding feature of the pro- 
grams is that it is the first real at- 
tempt of a commercialler to utilize 
film talent on such a_ wholesale 
scale. Contracted by Non-Spi for 
future broadcasts, among others, are 
Leslie Howard, Edmund Lowe, 
James Dunn, and Roland Young. 

It is evident that the account 
hopes to build an appeal to listen- 
ers from the film name angle, but 
type of material should also have 
a pull, especially to the women and 
that’s where the bills are directed. 

Initial contribution leaned a little 
toward sophistication. Lead called 
for an English lord and Brook 
seemed quite at home before the 
mike in this spot. Miss Wilson was 
cast as a girl from Birmingham, 
Ala., and was oke but for an ap- 
parent occasional straining to get 
a Southern accent across. 

Jimmy Fidler, Coast chatter 
writer and p.a., contributes the in- 
troductory remarks to the enact- 
ment in a nice boyish trill. He 
himself is introduced as the ‘Voice 
from Hollywood.’ 

For the plug there’s an attempt 
made at the narratage method of 
dual thought expression. Girl opens 
with a greeting to a friend, raving 
over how well the latter looks. 
There’s a second’s pause and the 
same voice, dropped to a slightly 
lower register, tells what it really 
thinks about the person greeted. 
And it’s all due to the latter’s fail- 
ure to use the right deodorant! 
Announcer takes up the cudgel at 
this point and urges the listener to 
keep immaculate and odorless with 
Non-Spi. As done here the nar- 
ratage device misses fire by a long 
shot. Odec. 





RADIO ORACLE 
Clair Shadwell 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 


Shadwell, one of the announcers 
at WBT, formerly had a question 
and answer pericd that he went on 
with once a week, as a clearing 


house for the normal dribble of let- 
ters in the station’s mail, asking 
this, that and the other. It was 


crowded off by a commercial spot. 

Mail asking what had happened 
to the question and answer man was 
sufficient to warrant relocating the 
same service in a new spot. Billed 
as the ‘Radio Oracle,’ Shadwell sup- 
plies information about programs, 
their history and their sponsors; 
stars, their private lives and their 
biographies. 


OREGON ON PARADE 
With Sampietro Concert Orchestra, 

Gene Baker, Ruth Messmer, Three 

Belles, Jimmy Riddell, Bob Haines, 

The Rogues 
Vocal and Orchestral 
30 Minutes 
Sustaining 
KOIN, Portland, Ore. 

Joseph Sampietro and the KOIN 
staff of artists hit a fast-moving 
stride in the 30-minute sustaining 
program to the Columbia network 
Saturday, April 28, at 1 p. m. P.S.T. 
Orchestral selections moved smooth- 
ly with a bright verve. A highlight 
of the program was Gene Baker's 
solo ‘Temptation’ and Ruth Mess- 
mer wowed them with her interpre- 
tation of ‘No More Love.’ 





HEINK 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WENE, Chicago 

Once weekly for Gerber’s baby 
food this grand old lady of the oper- 
atic stage hits the ether for 15 min- 
utes on Sundays. There is so much 
background, so much color, so much 


sentiment concerning Mme. Schu- 
mann-Heink that the actual pro- 
gram itself must necessarily play 


second fiddle to the personality of 
the performer. 

It is a program that cannot be 
viewed coldly or analytically. It is 
suffused with the warmth of the 
lady and the sentimental reverence 
which surrounds her. 

For Gerber’s baby food she is a 
great personality and one that must 
attract a host of listeners. Even 
the most giddy of the flapper lis- 
teners must become respectful to 
the name of Schumann-Heink. 

And yet this program is hardly 
aimed at the flapper. It is for moth- 
ers and parents everywhere, and 
presumably the parents in the up- 
per strata, socially and financially. 
Those are mothers who regularly 
consult medicos on the diet for their 
children and who can afford any 
legitimate expense for the proper 
rearing of their children. For these 
people Mme. Schumann-Heink is a 
natural. Known as a_ wonderful 
mother, acclaimed for years as an 
operatic singer, she has an accumu- 
lation of sentiments that makes this 
program dovetail perfectly into the 
purpose of the commercial, 

In her 15 minutes Mme. Schu- 
mann-Heink takes the entire range 
of song, religious, classical, operatic 
and folk tunes. Her voice is re- 
markable for a woman of her years. 
It still retains its warmth and its 
softness. 

Erwin-Wasey agency has an ex- 





cellent bet here from all angles. 
Gold. 





REXALL’S MAGIC HOUR 
With Ohman & Arden’s Orchestra, 


Jane Froman, Don Ross and The 

Tunesmiths 
15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 

A series of waxers pressed for the 
Rexall-Owl Drug Stores to advertise 
one-cent sales. Same talent lineup, 
with the exception of Rolfe, and the 
same arrangement, on program en- 
tertainment, announcing and adver- 
tising, were used on a group of plat- 
ters heard over WGY some months 
ago. The mistress of.ceremonies is 
a ‘Little Penny,’ who, in the person 
of a young woman with a rather 
babyish voice, represents the extra 
cent for which merchandise can be 
purchased, 

Dises carry more than the usual 
quota of ‘names’ for a morning 
household shot, and the artists de- 
liver in competent if not sensational 
fashion. The programs move along 
swiftly. 

Following the theme, in which the 
performers do snatches of their mu- 
sical specialties, Ohman and Arden 
push down the black and whites 
smartly with their orchestra. Then 
the quartet harmonizes. The boys 
work together smoothly, but on the 
present batch of discs they do not 
offer as many novelty bids as they 
did on the former series. 

After Ross warbles pleasantly, 
Miss Froman, who receives a big 
build-up as a star of Ziegfeld ‘Fol- 
lies,’ sings a number. On one or two 
waxers Ross and Miss Froman, 
tabbed as playing vis-a-vis in ‘The 
Follies,’ duet briefly. Incidentally 
that show is given plenty of plug- 
ging, even to a mention of the Win- 
ter Garden, Idea may be to empha- 
size the discs’ star outlay, but at the 
same time it is likely to bring cus- 
tomers to the ticket show’s window. 

‘Little Penny,’ who talks in the 
Jeanne Lang style, m.c.’s well. An 
announcer works’ opposite her, 
building up to the final spiel and an 
explanation of the ‘Magic Hour.’ A 
second announcer reels off a list of 
merchandise and prices, the m. ec. 
chiming in with ‘and one cent’ for 
purchase of duplicate article. Sta- 
tion man signs off the plug locally. 
Records are a pretty good job from 
all angles. Jaco. 





_— 


PILLSBURY’S PARTY LADY 
Talks 
5 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 

The Party Lady is heard thrice 
weekly, on five-minute shots spon- 
sored by the Pillsbury Company in 
behalf of its Minute-Mix. Broad- 


casts are not announced as elec- 
trical transcriptions, but the mu- 
sical selection which opens them 


apparently filters through the mike 
via the wax route. Too, the Party 
Lady is an unusually smooth talk- 
er, for a local householder. 





She speaks in the cultured tone 
and manner of one who ‘belongs,’ 
| making suggestions about parties, 
| dinne rs, etc. It is probable that she 
impresses women listeners, for there 
jis an air of the ‘right background’ 
j}about everything she says, 
| Station announcer gpiels before 
and after the Party Lady’s brief 
talk Dialers are requested to ad- 
idress her, at Minneapolis, for fur- 
ther information about parties, et: 

Jaco. 


MME. ERNESTINE SCHUMANN- | EIGHT O'CLOCK REVUE 


With Leopold Spitalny, Ed Lowry, 
Grace Hayes, Ryan and Noblette, 
Anita LaPierre, Elaine Arden, 
Newell Chase and John Young. 


One Hour 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

This sustaining period is WJZ’s 
opposition to WEAF’s Chase & 
Sanborn hour. And extremely ef- 
fective opposition. There was a 
great deal of merit packed in the 
sustaining 60 minutes, even though 
there were, perhaps, moments to- 
ward the end when the pace was 
uneven and results uncertain. 

Originally launched under the 
title ‘Kaleidoscope’ and changed to 
‘Talk of the Town,’ the program 
billing is poor. It’s an 8& p.m. re- 
vue for Sunday night and some sort 
of a distinctive title is imperative. 
Obviously ‘Talk of the Town’ or 
‘Around the’ Town’ or ‘Kaleidoscope’ 
is a bromide lacking the suggestion 
of smartness that the program 
otherwise strivés for. 

Leopold Spitalny, the former Chi- 
cago theatre maestro, is doing a 
crackerjack job here. Palpably he’s 
devoting a great deal of time and 
thought to the arrangements. They 
reveal finesse and imagination. 
Spitalny fills in the places that need 
filling (several) during the hour’s 
unfoldment and the musical de- 
partment at all times stands out. 
Spitalny is certain to attract favor- 
able comment by the musicianship 
he is displaying. 

Lots of comedy on the program. 
First is Eddie Lowry, picture the- 
atre m.c., who has previously done 
a radio whirl on a sustaining basis 
in Chicago. Lowry is versatile. He 
sings well, especially a certain type 
of song. He is a story-teller and a 
gagster of vast experience. As 
a personality he is likable. His ab- 
sorption on a commercial program 
would seem not too improbable, It’s 
primarily a matter of the right pro- 
gram idea. 

Possibly NBC hopes to sell this 


hour as is and complete. It would 
be, as is, a good buy. But adver- 
tisers seldom buy as is. There 


wouldn’t be any fun just taking 
over a completed show. 
irace Hayes is as good on the 


air as in vaudeville. Which is a 
high compliment, because’ she’s 
plenty slick on the boards. Her 


melodic voice and poise shimmered 
across the ether. Newell Chase ace 
companied her. 

Jim Ryan and Irene Noblette, 
who have well-learned whatever 
there is to the alleged mystery of 
microphone technique ‘are newly 
back to Manhattan, from whence 
they previously set ottt on vaude 
tours. Now they’re a radio act that 
probably makes ‘personal appear- 
ances.’ They have developed a 
strong comedy fiair nicely suited 
for the radio. Pair were on the air 
in San Francisco some time prior 
to their recent return east. 

A gal that will be easy to sell, 
or should be, is Elaine Arden. She’s 
also theatre-trained. Her specialty 
is a female Greek, and she out- 
Givots Givot. Her stuff is good 
and her delivery and tempo excel- 
lent. She grabbed plenty of 
giggles. Novelty of a woman dia- 
lectian alone assures her welcome, 

From Chicago is Anita LaPierre, 
who sings with individualism. John 
Young announces. Land, 





TIVOLI BREWERY 
Fred Schmitt’s Orchestra 
Instrumental and Vocal 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
KOA, Denver 

Presaging the return of big pro- 
grams to Denver stations, Fred 
Schmitt and his orchestra opened 


Tivoli, one of the local breweries, 
And with Schmitt’s popularity, be- 
ing the best known orchestra leader 
in these parts, together with the 
quality of music he demands from 
his musicians, this program will 
have the biggest listening audience 
of any local and many a national 
program. 

Tivoli Beer, sponsors, after listen- 
ing to numerous tryouts of this and 
that program, chose this as their 
idea of what was needed to put a 
smack and flavor into the ether 
waves and help knock the tops off 
a few more thousand bottles of their 
products, 

Always popular for his arrange- 
ments of medleys in Denver thea- 
tres, it was but natural that Schmitt 
should make his radio bow on a 
program of this kind with a medley 
of ‘Stein Songs of the World.’ Clar- 
ence Moore, announcer, acts the 
part of a ‘Western § Aristocrat,’ 
which is the trade name of Tivoli 
beer. Moore has a deep, chesty 
voice, well suited and injects hearty 
humor and entertainment on a par 
with the rest of the broadcast. 

A femme trio harmonizing and a 
duo who do some exceptional yodel- 
ing and warbling assist in creating 
the necessary atmosphere of a beer 





garden. Schmitt steps out of his 
spot as orchestra leader long enough 
to play ‘Sweet Mystery of Life’ on 
the violin. He knows his mike tech- 
nique unusually well for a first 
radio performance and is a master 
at coaxing those delicate and 
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Radio-Theatre 


Idea No Click 





Fanchon and Marco Find It Hard to Buck 
Free N. Y. 


Broadcasts 





Fanchon & 


east anc 
Los Angeles home office of F&M 


has gone back to the Coast. It 
was Collier's pet idea that visual 
could be 


broadcasting programs 
capitalized from both ends—the reg- 
ular commercial radio show and 
at the box-office in the form of an 
admission for seeing how a pro- 
gram is actually broadcasting from 
a stage-studio. 

Roxy theatre on Broadway, which 
F&M operates, was the setting for 
several such experimental air shows. 
A couple of ‘em were commercially 
sponsored but somehow the idea 
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Marco's radio-thea- 
tre idea didn't materialize in the 
so Bob Collier from the 
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Fe et eterna one 


never got far. The renewed life 
which the broadcast theatres as- 
sumed such as via CBS’ own Hud- 
son theatre studio, ete. further 
stymied the idea of educating the 
public to pay for seeing a radio 
show being put on the air. 

Collier returns to the F&M h.o. 
in L. A. /or another radio assign- 
ment. He has had better success 
with the idea on the Coast. 





McGrath Sticks to Fights 


Washington, May 14. 

Jim McGrath, NBC mikeman, will 
announce local wrestling matches 
despite the fact they are now on 
WJISV, Columbia outlet. 

Matches have been kicked around 
between all local stations for three 
years, but McGrath has gone with 
them despite other affiliations. 





Hudson-Essex Leaving 
Hudson-Essex combination has 
handed out notices to the cast of 
its Saturday night show on NBC's 
red (WEAF) link, effective with the 
May 26 broadcast. Motor com- 
pany’s contract for time has several 
weeks to go beyond that date. 

Auto brand has also a program 
Tuesday nights over the blue 
(WJZ) loop. This setup remains as 
is. Affected by the notice as re- 
gards Saturday are Eddie Bruce 


Dave Olsen Up at WCAE; 
MacGregor’s KDKA Job 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 

New program directors have just 
been appointed by Pittsburgh's 
two leading stations. Dave Olsen, 
long a staff artist at WCAE and 
station’s sound-effect man de luxe, 
succeeds Ed Harvey, recently 
transferred to WISN, Hearst sta- 
tion in Milwaukee, taking over his 
new duties at once. 

At KDKA, Sherman MacGregor, 
who has been doing free lance ra- 
dio work in the east, replaces 
Claude Morris, who resigned re- 
cently to go to New York for dra- 
matic work. 

Another departure from WCAE 
is Jean Shirk, private secretary to 
Jesse UG. Ka-:fman, until recently 
general manager of station. She 
goes to New York to rejoin her old 
employer, who is now an executive 
of Hearst Radio Service. 


Frisco Bay District 
Broadcasters Elect 


San Francisco, May 14. 

Northern California Broadcasters’ 
Association, comprising station 
managers of the bay district area, 
this week elected Preston Allen, of 
KLX, Oakland, as chairman, and 
Art Westlund, of KRE, Oakland as 
secretary. 

Term is for three months, and 
Allen succeeds Ralph Brunton, of 
KJBS, Frisco. 

At the meeting a committee was 
appointed to mull over the feasi- 
bility of opening offices and naming 
a permanent secretary for the body. 
Action is expected at the next 











and a Lennie Hayton combo. 


monthly pow-wow. 





New Business 





NEWARK, N. J. 
Empire Gold Co., adding 
day night quarter-hour to its pres- 
ent Monday night series, for nine 
weeks, dance music, partly re- 
corded. WOR. 

Noxon, Inc. (Noxon Cleanser), 13 
weeks, Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, five minutes, ‘Home Re- 
decorating’ with Christine Ray. 
WOR. 

Poloris Co., Inc. (sunburn rem- 
edy), 13 weeks, beginning June 21, 
five minutes Thursday and Satur- 
day am. WOR. 


Wednes- 


Dr. Miles Laboratories, Inc. 
(Alka-Seltzer), 10-week renewal, 
Sundays, Tuesdays and ThurSdays, 


15-minute recordings, ‘Comedy Stars 


of Hollywood.’ WOR. 





BOSTON 

Providence News-Tribune, three 
announcements on Merry-Go-Round 
started May 8. WEAN. 
Henley-Kimbau Co., renewed 
sponsorship of time signals, started 
May 7, through Scott Agency, Bos- 
ton. WNAC. 

Buick Motor Company, five an- 
nouncements on Merry-Go-Round, 
started, May 7, through Campbell- 


‘Ewald. WNAC. 


Jordan Marsh Co., 24 announce- 
ments, started May 5, through 
Harry F. Frost Co., Boston. WEEI. 
Big Bear Market, 24 announce- 
ments in Evening Tatler, started 


May 7, through the Greenleaf 
Agency, Boston, WEEI. 
Dodge Motor Car Co., six an- 


nouncements in 
started May 7, through Campbell- 
Ewald Co., Inc., Detroit. WEETI. 

Dr. Miles Laboratories (Alka Sel- 
zer) 39 15-minute programs, started 
May 7, through Wade Advertising 
Agency, Chicago. WEEI. 


Evening Tatler, 


Buick Motors, five announce- 
ments, started May 11, through 
Campbell-Ewald Co., inc., Detroit. 


WEEI,. 

Community Dentists, 52 15-minute 
programs, started May 10, through 
Salinger & Publicover, Boston 
WAAB. 

Thomas System, sponsoring base- 
ball scores daily including Sunday 
for 151 times, started May 3. WAAB. 

Reagan, Kipp Co., 78 tempcrature 
broadcasts, started May 7, through 
Broadcast Advertising. WAAB. 

New England Steamship Co., 42 
announcements on Merry-Go-Round, 
through Wendell P. Colton Co., New 
York, starting May 23. WICC. 

Whittemore Cleaner, 56 announce- 
ments, started May 6, through In- 
galls Advertising: WNAC. 

Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co., 
renewed 13 15-minute programs 
through Radio Broadcasting Co., 
Boston, started May 4. WNAC. 

Big Bear Market, 36 temperature 
readings, started May 7, through 
Greenleaf Agency. WNAC. 

Reo Motor Car Co., 13 announce- 
ments on Merry-Go-Round, started 


May 7, through Maxon, Detroit. 
WNAC. 

Chamberlain € Co., six 5-minute 
programs, through Hoyt Agency, 





started May 10. WNAC. 


LINCOLN : 

Gardner Nursery, Seattle. Series 
of five-minute electrical transcrip- 
tions. KFAB. 

Wilke Baking Company, 13 25- 
word announcements on KFAB. 
Spot announcements on KFOR for 
a year. 

Capitol Beach, daily participation 
in Times and Tunes WFAB and 
nightly orchestra pickup from ball- 
room over KFOR. 

Brandeis stores, 40 spot announce- 
ments. KFAB. 

Buick Motor Company, 
announcements. KFAB. 

Watchtower, one 30-minute elec- 
trical transcription Sunday. KFAB. 

Krug Brewery, baseball scores 
each evening through summer over 
KFAB. 

Town Talk Baking Company, daily 
announcements for one year. KFOR. 

Clowe & Schneider Haberdashers, 
series of one-minute announce- 
ments on opening of new shop. 
KFOR. 

Fred Hays BarBQ, nite announce- 
ments for six months. KFOR. 

Leader Beautte Shoppe, 13 spot 
announcements over R. 

PITTSBURGH 

Claffey’s Beauty Salon, three an- 
nouncements daily, except Sunday, 
for 4 weeks. Placed direct. WWSW. 

Gidas Flor Co., @x announce- 
ments. Placed direct. WWSW. 

Hudson Chevrolet, Inc., one an- 
nouncement daily except Sunday for 
four weeks. Placed direct. WWSW. 

Betty Gay Shop, six announce- 
ments. Placed direct. WWSW. 

Independent Wallpaper Co., three 
announcements daily except Sunday 
for two weeks, Placed direct. 
Wwwsw. 

Northwest Radio Advertising Co., 
three 5-minute discs in interests of 

tardener Nursey Co. WWSW. 


30 spot 





DENVER 

Tivoli Beer, 30 mins. weekly, 6 
months, KOA, 

Harry Huffman Theatres, radio 
movie reporter, 5 mins. daily exc. 
Sun., indefinite, KOA. 

Doran Coffee Co., 140 one-min. 
spot announcements, KOA, 

Buick Motor Co., 10 one-min. spot 
announcements, KOA, 

Chevrolet Motor Co., 49 one-min. 
apot announcements, KOA, 

B. K. Sweeney Electrical Co., Thor 
Washers, three announcements daily 
exc. Sun., indefinite, KFEL. 

Public Service Co. of Colorado, 
three announcements daily exc. Sun., 
indefinite, KFEL. 

Model Furniture Co., 16 
daily exc. holidays and Sun., 
year, KFEL. 

Channings Restaurant, announce- 
ment daily, one week, KFEL. 

Golden Eagle Paint Dept., five an- 
nouncements daily, one week, KFEL. 

Lincoln Liberty Life Ins. Co., five 
announcements Sunday, one day, 
KFEL.,. 

Barnett Wrecking Co., three an- 
nouncements daily exe. Sun., one 
year, KFEL. 

Hopper, Furrier, 26 night spote and 


mins., 
one 
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OUTSTANDING STUNTS: 


BOYS’ BASEBALL SCHOOL 
KEX, PORTLAND, ORE. 





Sandlot Champions 
Portland, Ore. 

A school to teach baseball! 

As might be expected the idea 
when actually carried through, was 
irresistable to the lads around 
Portland. Fully 2,000 rushed to 
register and the stunt has all the 
earmarks of a big success. 

It's a three-way tieup between 
Station KEX, the sports page of the 
Oregonian, and Thomas L. Turner, 
president of the Portland baseball 
team of the Pacific Coast league. 
Kids show up at 9 a. m. every Sat- 
urday morning at the ball park and 
receive instruction in the fine points 
of baseball from Carl Mays and 
other team members. 

It’s promotion, of course, but it’s 
g00d promotion, designed to popu- 
larize the exclusive baseball broad- 
casts and to increase the circulation 
of The Oregonian. It costs the 
pupils nothing. Added inducements 
are: All boys registered in the 
classes receive free admission cards 
to all Portland home games played 
on Saturdays; at each Saturday 
morning class autographed baseballs 
will be given to the best ‘baseball 
students’; and finally, at the end of 
the 12-week school, the prospect 
adjudged the best will be awarded 
a free two-week trip with the Port- 
land baseball club. 

Continued interest in the school 
will be maintained by special talks 
during the KEX baseball broadcasts 
and by publicity in the sport sec- 
tion of The Oregonian. 

At the end of the training period, 
one team chosen from the school 
will meet Carl Mays’ ‘Oregonians’, 
a private team of 15-year-olds, in 
a series of three games preceding 
coast league games played here. 
Credit for organization work goes 
to Larry Allen, assistant manager 
of KGW-KEX. Rollie Truitt, KGW- 
KEX announcer assists Carl Mays 
each Saturdav morning giving in- 
structions over the field’s loud 
speaker to the horde of 2,000 as- 
sembled on the grounds. 

Two sand lot baseball experts— 
school boys—traveled 200 miles from 
Umatilla, Oregon, to attend the 
opening session. Others came from 
closer points in northwest Oregon. 





Penrod, Pass the Opium! 
New York. 

Pop-eyed fantasy is poured into 
Cocomalt’s ‘Buck Rogers’ serial 
(CBS) in such extravagant doses 
that adults must find themselves 
perplexed at the adolescent capac- 
ity for imaginative hokum. Right 
now the sinister Professor Smith, 
a confirmed misantrophist, is plot- 
ting to express his distaste for the 
world (as is 1,000 years hence) by 
destroying it. 

Here, obviously, is something to 
strain the youthful imagination to 
the bursting point. Destroy the 
world, throw the universe off its 
track, bring the heavens tumbling 
down, preés a button and make a 
hillbilly out of Jupiter. It’s enough 
te plant strange seeds in impres- 
sionable minds. 

Meanwhile the incredibly gifted 
youth, Buck Rogers, and his strictly 
scientific sweetie, Wilna, match the 
evil professor's disintegrating mole- 
cular propulsion ray with their own 
devastating physic restriction knot- 
ter-upper. It’s a prize-winning dis- 
play of empty syllables and a night- 
mare at twilight. 


Olsen and Johnson Tie-Up 
San Francisco. 

Hearst's KYA made a slick tie-up 
with Olsen and Johnson's ‘Take a 
Chance’ musical comedy, and Til- 
ton’s, local clothing store, that was 
a natural all around for guaranteed 
satisfaction. 

KYA sold three night periods to 
Tilton’s, who sponsored a line right 
to the Columbia theatre. On open- 
ing night Olsen and Johnson broad- 
cast the proceedings from the the- 
atre lobby, and on following two 
nights did the air periods directly 
from the theatre green room. 


WMAZ Sells Spelling Bee 
Macon, Ga. 

WMAZ has just completed for the 
fourth consecutive year its annual 
county-wide spelling bee with the 
Bankers Health and Life Insurance 
Company as sponser of the event. 
Board of Education co-operates 
each year by having 18 grammar 
schools in the county each pick two 
best spellers. For half-hour periods 
on three succeeding nights the se- 
lectees take the mike and go 
through the process of eliminating 
one another. Those that remain at 
the end of the three half hours split 
up the prize money, furnished by 
the contest’s backer. 
After the coin was divided among 
16 spellers last week the station 
put on an extra half hour to crown 
the champ but at the end of this 
period there were six youngsters 


visors from his staff to do the judg. 
ing, while a prof from the local high 
schools calls off the words to be 
spelled. 





Theatre-Station Divvy 


Lincoln, 

Stuart showing ‘Tarzan’ made a 
pretty neat display tieup for KFOR, 
radio station here, since the latter ig 
carrying the wax ‘Tarzan of the 
Apes’ and its sponsor has provided 
images of all the animals and the 
man thing, too. 

KFOR placed a big display board 
in the lobby of the theatre with all 
the images thereon calling atten- 
tion to the program, the sponsor and 
the radio station. In turn, the radio 
station each night before and after 
the program went on the air gave 
the picture a plug. A mutual aid 
idea with no dough involved and 
sold nicely. 
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Editors Cantor Problem 





Don’t Know Whether to Sue or Not Over 


Comedian’s Stories on Critics 





To sue or not to sue has the New 
York radio editors in a stew these 
days against Eddie Cantor, the de- 
fendant-to-be or not to be. It’s all 
because of Cantor’s now well known 
peeve against the metropolitan ra- 
dio columnists, editors and chatter- 
ers whom he has on occasion panned 
for sundry reasons. It came to a 
head in a published story wherein 
Cantor attacked ‘the honesty of 
purpose’ of all the N. Y. radio*‘eds 
with the exception of one. 

This caused Ben Gross, radio edi- 


tor of the N. Y. Daily News, Mike 
Porter, radio columnist of the 
Journal, Tom Brooks (Porter’s su- 
perioz and radio editor of the Jour- 
nal), et al., to decide to sue for li- 
bel. Gross, a Dixie drawler, con- 
sulted both his editor and the law- 
yer for the News. Porter’s editor, 
Ed Curley, of the Journal, said he 
didn’t care one way or the other— 
it was up to Porter and Brooks and 
if they felt they were hurt they can 
do whatever they wanted to and 
he’d back ’em up. 

Porter’s attitude is as it has been 
for some time, so far as Cantor is 
concerned— ignore the comedian and 
keep his name out of his column. 
Porter is with Gross and anybody 
else among the radio eds but he also 
feels this is a shrewd means where- 
by Cantor may keep himself alive 
in ether circles while he’s in Holly- 
wood making his Sam Goldwyn pic- 
ture and up until his return to the 
air next fall. 

Porter would rather the radio eds 
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didn't play into what he deems Can- 
tor’s publicity plans but that they 
all continue slighting the comedian 
entirely, especially in view of the 
alleged insult on their profession. 

Cantor's fair-haired radio editor 
was first thought to be Alton Cook, 
comparative newcomer as radio edi- 
tor of the N. Y. World-Telegram. 
But it develops that Cantor ex- 
pressed himself as meaning the 
American’s ether writer, Louis Reid. 

Another complication to the suit 
is that Cantor’s interview with that 
‘honesty’ crack appeared in Radio 
Guide, weekly fan mag, in which 
Moe Annenberg has become inter- 
ested, 





BURNS & ALLEN RENEW 


Cigar Deal Means 3'% Yr. 
Stretch On Air 


General Cigar has extended Burns 
and Allen until June 1, 1935. Orig- 
inal extension for next season ran 


Gen. 





until December, 
torn up and replaced last week by 





the lengthened stretch. New deal 
set with J. Walter Thompson by 
the William Morris office. 

Extension will give the comedy 
team a solid stretch of three and a 
half years on the air, except for a 
one-week layoff and time out for 
summer vacations. 





Jeff Gill Tours 


San Francisco, May 14. 
Changes in the staff of Don Lee’s 
KFRC have Jeffrey Gill, tenor, bow- 
ing out of the station this week 
to go on a recital tour through the 
Southwest enroute to New York. 
He’ll carry an accompanist and p.a. 
with him. 

Station has taken on for spot 
programs the Bluettes, fem vocal 
trio—Marian Peck, Meredith Gre- 
gor, Theresa Aezer—who were for- 
merly at NBC, and is using Midge 
Williams and a colored choir on 
the Blue Monday Jamboree. 





Lasses White Sponsored 


Nashville, May 14. 
Lasses White Minstrel show on 


WSM, for the past two years, sold 
to the Standard Oil Company of 
Louisiana. 

First sponsored broadcast was 
May 9 at 8:30 CST. Witnessed by 
several hundred officials and rep- 
resentatives of the Standard Oil 
Company following a banquet at the 
Hotel Hermitage in Nashville. 





Ballou Quits KMTR 
Hollywood, May 14. 
Dave Ballou has resigned as pro- 
gram director of KMTR. 
He .eaves June 1, but a successor 
has not been appointed. Ballou has 
been at the station six months, go- 





ing there from KNX. 
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34, but this was 


Beries bowing in May 28. 


Hot Numbers from Mexico | 
Irk San Diego Moralists| 


May 14. 
received by 


San Diego, 
Squawks have been 


local newspapers against hot discs 
played after midnight on Tom 
and Jerry program, XEBC, Agua 


Caliente. 

Guardians of the community's 
morals point to two numbers as 
chief offenders—‘Was I Drunk, Was 
He Handsome and Did My Ma 
Gimme Hell?’ and ‘Gimme Some!’ 


Baseball Clubs 


Permit Hourly 
Announcements 





Chicago, May 14. 
With stations finding it difficult 
to clear entire two and three hour 
runs for baseball play-by-play ac- 


counts and the clubs themselves 


generally opposing running stories 
of the game, radio is now working 
policy. 


on a new “baseball score 


Stations are selling announcementé& 
two three times during the 
afternoon to keep the 


on the score at the end of the third, 
seventh and ninth innings. 

Wheaties which has been particu- 
larly hot for baseball spots this 
summer has contracted through the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 
here with WSB in Atlanta for a 
thrice daily baseball scores. Will 
get announcements at 3:00, 4:00 
and 5:15 p.m. Besides simple scores 
the station will broadcast line-up, 
switches in line-up and general 
comment. 

This announcement plan is re- 
garded by the stations as the best 
method of getting around baseball 
clubs’ animosity to straight play- 
by-play broadcasts, and thus far 
several leagues approached with 
this system have signified that they 
would eve... admit broadcasts from 
the field itself if restricted to this 
three-time announcements. 


and 
fans posted 





Boxing Ok’d in Capital 
Washington, May 14. 
Professional boxing matches will 
break onto a local station for the 
first time when WJSV airs the ring 
Consider- 
able interest has been shown in two 
weekly cards run just outside the 
D. of C. line but stations have 
steered clear till the sport was 
legalized in town. 
Bout programs will be sponsored 
by a local radio store. 





Lizzie Arden Extends 


Extension o° the Elizabeth Arden 
program on CBS to a half hour 
starting Tuesday (12) brings with 
it the addition of Fray and Brag- 
giotti to the regular cast. 

New hookup takes in a cross- 
country alignment of 40 stations. 





Little’s B.B.D.&0. Break 
Continental Baking has renewed 
Little Jack Little for a second 13 
weeks and arranged to give him a 
Friday night release (9:15 p.m. 
EDST) on CBS starting this week 


(18). Account previously had the 
warbler in a Tuesday evening 
niche. 

Little has turned out 39 more 


quarter-hour transcriptions for the 
Niagara-Hudson Power Co. for use 
times a week on WLBLEN, 
WFBO and WSYR, Syra- 
Glens Falls; WGY, 


three 
Buffalo; 





; team, is on a 
| Carmel, he 
| Troy, are 

| daily 


cuse; WGLC, 
Schenectady; WIBX, Utica, and 
WOKO, Albany. Makes his second 
13-week set for the utility outfit. 


Both accounts are handled by 
Batten, Barton, Durstine and Os- 
borne 


Cecil & Sally Waxing 
San Francisco, May 14. 

Although Johnny Patrick, the Ce- 
cil of Cecil and Sally, vet radio 
health buildup in 
and his partner, Helen 
continuing to do their 
transcriptions at the Mac- 
labs here. 
writing his scripts on 
into 


Gregor-Sollie 

Patrick is 
the Carmel sands and coming 
town once a month to cut the 26 
discs put out monthly to 52 stations 


Peiry Group Okays Merchandising 





At Chi Meeting: 


Station Surveys, 


Standard Contracts Also Set 





Chicago, May 14. 

Radio was pushed head-first into 
a policy of merchandising by the 
vote of some 34 major stations in a 
meeting here last week under the 
Edward Petry banner. It was the 
annual meeting of the Petry sta- 
tions. 

Stations in general have been 
battling against the steadily grow- 
ing trend towards merchandising 
with no universal acceptance among 
transmitters of this extra burden. 
But the meeting recognized the in- 
evitable and capitulated to an out- 
and-out adoption of merchandising 
cooperation with advertisers. Which 
means that the radio industry will 
probably follow the Petry group and 
will be sending letters to dealers, 
posting window displays and gen- 


Lombardo Goes NBC 


Deal is on the verge of being 
closed for the Guy Lombardo unit 
to replace Vincent Lopez on the 
Plough, Inc., show over NBC Wed- 
nesday nights. Hookup of this ac- 
count will have NBC clearing the 
Lombardos exclusively this sum- 
mer. It’s to be an NBC sustaining 
wire for them during their stay on 
the Waldorf Astoria roof. 
Lombardos have been solely al- 
lied with CBS since WBBM started 
to pick them up from Al Quodbach’'s 
niterie on Chicago’s south side. 





Lud Gluskin in U. §. A. 

Lud Gluskin, American jazz 
maestro who has performed exten- 
sively in Europe, and recorded for 
Polydor, Parlaphone, ete., is back 
in America and with two air com- 
mercials. 

He’s slated for the General House- 
hold-NBC show and the Standard 
Oil-NBC program in June. 


| for additional 





erally working behind the scenes 
sales and distribue 


tion for the advertiser. 


Merchandising started in radio by 
seattered stations agreeing to send 
letters to the local dealers on the 
station letterhead that the adver- 
tiser had bought time on the trans- 
mitter. But even in these cases the 
advertiser agreed to pay for the 
labor and postage. Stations under 
the Petry plan will set up an entire 
schedule of merchandising angles 
for the advertisers in connection 
with spot schedules and also state 
just what charges will be made to 
the advertiser for this extra job. 

Station Surveys 

Petry organization meeting also 
decided to follow in the wake of the 
NBC by having their stations sur- 
veyed for field strength and audi« 
ence popularity. The Petry organie« 
zation will handle the job for the 
stations, hiring a survey-maker to 
treat all stations similarly to get at 
a standard type of survey for all 
stations involved. 

Meeting decided on a plan for give 
ing corporations with many sube 
sidiaries an opportunity to bulk time 
contracts in order to secure the top 
discount. Also a standard contract 
in billing for spot advertising, the 
standard being bill and affidavit on 


one sheet. Stations all agreed to 
adopt the standard A.A.A.A. cone 
tract. 


On the eternal question of local 
or national rates it was decided that 
any program or announcements 
used in more than one city, when 
the copy is practically the same in 
all cities, the national rate shall be 
carried. Also in the matter of 
morning rates it was voted that this 
should be established at one-third 
the night rate for similar facilities 
and that the minimum schedule for 
such a rate will be three 15-minute 
periods weekly. 











$e 








dance orchestra leaders, 


world. 








by MacGregor-Sollie, 








After an absence of more than two years Henry Thies—na- 
tionally famed dance band conductor—returns to the micro- 
phones of WLW to direct the Pure Oil Pepsters Orchestra. 


Henry Thies has long been accepted as one of America’s foremost 
The rare musicianship of this gifted 
conductor, his genius for injecting into popular dance melodies 
of the day a delightfully original freshness and captivating 
rhythm, his thorough understanding of the classical masters 
along with his ability to translate their works into the rhythmic 
form of the modern dance mode—these are factors responsible 
for lifting Thies to his present enviable position in the musical 


@ From the sound of footsteps 
to a symphony orchestra . « « 





talent and production facilities cover 
the gamut of radio entertainment. . « 


HENRY 
THIES 


Famed Dance 
Band Conductor 


WLW Staff Artist 
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Washington with his folks, recover- 
ing from a nervous breakdown. 

Gladys Rice guesting on the 
Packard show this Monday (21). 

Bob Cowell off to Porto Rico to 
finish another play. 

Nick Dawson doing a hospitaliza- 
tion stretch. It’s a recurrence of 
an old ailment. 

Oscar Shaw auditioning a musi- 
cal sketch for the NBC program 
board. 

Colgate has just Joe Cook under 
a 52-week contract, renewable in 
13-week periods, for the account's 
Saturday night stanza on NBC. 

Betty Roberge Weir, wife of 
Snedden Weir, studio manager of 
WOKO, Albany, is concert pianist 
over WOKO every Sunday. 

Radio news, . especially about 
WOKO, Albany, and WGY, Schen- 
ectady, is getting a new break 
through the columns of the daily 
Albany Knickerbocker Press. 
Amusement page is split up for 
radio and theatre items and pho- 
tos. Incidentally, more work for 
Royden Rand and Bill Meenam., 

Dale Taylor, studio manager; 
Leo Boiley, production manager; 
Francis Broich, control room man, 
and Raymond Morley, announcer, 
all of WESG, Elmira, stepped aside 
in favor of four high schoolboys, 
who took over their jobs as Youth 
Week stunt. 

WESG, Elmira, is going strong 
for street interview broadcasts. 
Danny Dwyer is the quiz man. 

Lee Sims and Homay Bailey 
westward for couple of theatre 
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descriptive hymn singing. 

Schine’s Fox theatre at Corning 
is co-operating with WESG, El- 
mira, in a search for talent, with 
aspirants appearing in public au- 
ditions on the Fox stage. 

Forrest Willis, announcer, is 
rated as the Beau Brummel of the 
staff of WOKO, Albany. 

Reggie Childs orchestra set for 
fe weekly sustainers from Roose- 
velt Hotel over CBS. 

Paul Whiteman into Hotel Mount 
Royal in Montreal before resuming 
at Biltmore, New York. 

Bing Crosby just turned 31. 

Beatrice Pons and Chester Strat- 
ton heard over WNEW ‘Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday at 7:45 p. m. 

George Jessel back sustaining for 
CBS starting June 3. 

Dan O’Brien, ‘king of hoboes,’ and 
John Allan of Salvation Army de- 
bated over CBS whether public 
should give money to street pan- 
handlers, 

Goodrich Tire’s ‘Taxi’ serial on 
NBC with Max Baer is being pro- 
duced and cast by G. V. Grombach, 
Inc. 

Among those in for the Group 
Broadcasters, Inc., meeting were 
John Shepard, 38rd, Yankee net- 


work; Harry Howlett, KWK, St. 
Louis; Ike Lounsbury, WGR- 
WKBwW, Buffalo, and Arthur 


Church, KMBC, Kansas City, Mo. 
This Thursday's (17) will be th- 
last for Nikita Balieff on the Kraft- 
Phenix round of the clock. Event 
will complete his four-week con- 
tract. 

After auditioning for several air 
programs Rube Wolfe, Fanchon & 
Marco m.c., returned to Los An- 
geles for another theatre assign- 


New England 


Sunny South Co., colored tab 
show . touring Vermont, broadcast 
over WCAX, Burlington, 

Washington. County Ministers’ 
Association is conducting series of 
religious programs over WDEV, 
Waterbury, Vt. 
' Sid Carsley’s 








orchestra heard 


over WCAX, Burlington, Vt., 
through remote control. 
Every city in Vermont, except 


three, is now represented on the 
books of WDEV, Waterbury. 
Casa Loma orchestra does season- 
opening honors next Sunday night 
at Roton Point Park, South Nor- 
walk; jumps from there to Raleigh, 
N. C.; comes back to New York for 
Tuesday Camel broadcast and be- 
gins summer stand May 24 at Clen 
Island Casino, New Rochelle. 
Will Harrison’s band, back from 
Pennsylvania tour, WICCing again 
from Bridgeport studios. 

Harry Moss handling Marge 
Hull’s WICC orkers of Bridgeport. 

Carl Loman, director of instru- 
mental trio on Caryll_ Kelly’s 
WwicCasts from New Haven studios, 
now on a spot of his own leading a 
full band. 

Bridgeport Calvert dramatic 
group augmenting Clarence Cable’s 
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‘Lines and Spaces’ scripter cast on 
WICC. 
WBZ Boston broadcast Saturday 
night the banquet in honor of Capt. 
Al Williams, Navy speed flyer. 
Manager of WEEI, Boston, 
cuses one mental lapse per month 
on the part of staff members. 
they confine their haywire antics 
to that one day, he says, all is for- 
given. Del Castillo, staff organist, 


ex- 


‘Headin’. for the Last Roundup’ in 


Campbell (Amusement Service cor- 
poration). , 
George Hinkel and his accompan- 


at 11 a.m., and then took the after- 


broadcast. 


Pacific Northwest 
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Radio’s Low Voice 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 


Every Monday 8 P. M., N.B.C 
CHICAGO 


business trip 
he lined up some new accounts. 
Tubby Quilliam, 


radiator went dry 
the prairie. 
shoes to carry water from a bull- 
frog pond and a canine made him 


fence with dire results. 
Paul R. Heitmeyer, 


plane Sunday, May 4, for Chicago 
to represent his stations at a meet- 

















He was joined en route by Harry 


used up his May quota by playing 


honor. of a woman's 96th birthday. 
Ace Brigode’s CBSers routed into 
New England rooms by Norman 


ist, Arthur Anderson, were in New 
York the other day for an audition. 
After playing a club date they left 
on the midnight had their audition 


noon train back for their 6:45 p.m. 


manager of KVI 
(CBS), Tacoma, just returned from 
to California where 


sales manager 
of KOMO and KJR, Seattle, visited 


at midnight in 
He used his hat and 
leap for safety over a barbed-wire 


manager of 
KGW-KEX, Portland, Oregon, took 


his speeches, reads ‘’em over 
twice and pays no attention to 
copy when he gets on the air. 
Boys checked him at the 
American Law Institute spiel 
last Thursday (10). He only 
missed three words of copy of 
talk given out in advance. 











me 


Wixon, of station KHQ, Spokane. 
Dates of the Chicago meeting are 
May 7, 8 and 9. 

Charles Couche, former Pacific 
Coast theatre manager, is now en- 
gaged in promotional work for 
KOIN, Portland. He also edits 
KOIN’s ‘Radio Advertisers.’ 

New vogue in Portland is broad- 
casts of new store, restaurant or 
night club openings. Seems to have 
become a superstition here that a 
broadcast of the opening night is 
essential to success. Most recent 
‘opening’ broadcast was Arab Inn— 
food, beer, music, floor show and 
Oriental atmosphere—night of May 
4. Used 25-minute floor show 
broadcast over KGW. 

North Coast Electric Company, 
distributors of the ‘Norge Rollator 
Electric Refrigerators,’ has returned 
to the air over KOIN. Helen Ernst 
and John Emmel furnish two piano 
melodies and a five-minute drama- 
| tization of far-north episodes com- 
prise the entertainment in the 
three-a-week series. 

‘My Kingdom Come,’ a drama of 
the average American family, writ- 
ten and directed by Mason Moltz- 
ner, seems destined to success on 
KGW Wednesday nights after four 
well-received broadcasts. 

Billy Sandiford, senior announcer 
at KOIN, has taken over the ‘Book 
of Life’ programs. 

A new voice on KOOS, Marshfield, 
Oregon—‘The most westerly station 
in the nation’—is Fred Brenne, for- 
merly KG W-KEX continuity writer. 
Breene went to KOOS as assistant 
manager. : 
KGW-KEX visitor was Cliff 
Engle, of MacGregor and _ Sollie, 
San Francisco, representatives of 
Petry. 

All Portland radio stations, in- 
cluding KGW, KOIN, and KEX, 
have been called into service by 
the Portland Gas and Coke company 
to promote for 15 days a special gas 
range campaign. Plans of sponsors 
consist of announcements over all 
city stations for period of two 
weeks. 

George McMurphey is a new 
member of the KGW-KEX sales 
force. McMurphey comes to the 
Oregonian stations from the Chet 
Crank agency for which he handled 
the Gilmore Oil account for the last 
year. 

Birt Fisher, manager of KOMO- 
KJR, Seattle, launching a new out- 
board motor boat in anticipation of 
a fishing trip with H. J. Maxwell, 
NBC §s station relations manager, 
who is visiting here next month. 
Hec Chevigny, chief continuity 
writer of KOL, Seattle, off to Brit- 
ish Columbia on vacation. 

Don Isham, KOL staff organist, 
gone paternal, It’s a six-pound boy 
—his first. , 

KPCB, Seattle, increased to 250 
watts. 











i Ohio 





William C. Stoess, musical direc- 
tor of WLW, celebrated the 11th 
anniversary of his identify with that 
station and also his 32d birthday 
last week. Stoess joined WLW 
when its entire studio staff num- 
bered four persons. Today he has 
more than 150 musicians and artists 
under his wing. 

Joe Chambers, technical super- 
visor for the Crosley Radio Corp.., 
Cincy, is in demand as a speaker 
before radio and engineering bodies 
since completing supervision of the 
500,000-watt WwLw transmitter 
plant. He will make an address 
to the Boston Institute of Radio 
Ongineers, May 25, and May 28 he 
will appear before the annual con- 
vention of the Institute of Radio 
Engineers in Philadelphia. 


Joe and Kay, students of the Cin- 
cinnati Conservatory of Music, have 
been assigned to a weekly sustain- 
ing spot on WSAji for doubie piano- 
ing and vocal harmony. Former is 
Joe Moon, formerly of WSPD, To- 


. Pr ‘ + |ledo. Kay is Kathleen Cornelius, a 
in Tacoma on _ business. Tubby 

made a trip via auto to Spokane the belle of Cedarville, Ky. Team has 
other day with the Mrs. and the| been playing cocktail terrace of 


Netherland Plaza hotel in Cincy. 

Joe Emerson, ‘bachelor of song,’ 
doing evening commercials on 
WLW, Cincy, back on morning sus- 
taining ‘Hymns of All Churches’ 
program, daily except Sunday, for 
that station. Supported by small 
ork and a vocal foursome, 

Mail Pouch Tobacco Co., sponsor- 
ing weekday evening sports spiels 





ing of executives of all stations for | by Bob Newhall on WLW, Cincy. 
which Edward Petry & Company, | offering three pairs of reserved 
Inc.. handles national advertising.| seats for motor speed races at In- 


dianapolis, Decoration Day, and $25 


Pennsylvania 





KDKA, Pittsburgh, has revived 
once popular Strollers Matinee with 
Glenn Riggs as m.c. 

Ruth Robin, Pittsburgh gal and 
sister of Leo Robin, the lyricist, has 
joined Charlie Barnett’s band. She 
was last here with Huston Ray's 
ork. 

Joe Sartory, former sports an- 
nouncer at WWSW, Pittsburgh, 
back in town a single man via the 
divorce route. 

Nancy Martin, latest discovery of 
KRKA, Pittsburgh, leading sta- 
tion’s artists in fan mail, according 
to Lynn Morrow, p.a. 

Feud between two of Pittsburgh's 
radio editors just as bitter as ever. 

Elias Breeskin, former orchestra 
director at Penn, Pittsburgh, going 
to coast with Dave Rubinoff. 

Bill Robson, ex-Pittsburgh news- 
paperman and once on Paramount's 
scenario staff, now writing con- 
tinuity for Coast station KHJ. He's 
a graduate of Professor Baker's 47 
Workshop. 

Walt Framer, once Show Shopper 
at WWSW, Pittsburgh, but more 
recently of KQV, returns to his old 
spot and station this week. 

It’s a boy at the Lou Kays, of 
WJAS, Pittsburgh. 

Bill Farren, former KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, announcer, and now at 
WNEW, a visitor in town last week. 





Maryland 





WCBM now, on average, feeding 
30 programs weekly to CBS chain. 
Charlie Warren, mgr. Rex, pic 
house, gets in some verbal licks on 
behalf of Vagabonds’ coin campaign 
when he guest-spieled during 
‘Globe-Trotter’ period over WFBR. 
Pasquale Tallarico, concert Stein- 
wayer, starting new sustaining se- 
ries over WBAL, Baltimore. 
Florence Reed answered the 
questions for Nancy Turner in in- 
terview over WFBR, Balto. 
Harriette Weems, vet legit 
trouper, speaker-guest on subject, 
‘Mother,’ over WFBR. 

Ed Turnis, ether actor and an 
etcher of note, has been added to 
announcing retinue of WBAL. 

Clem McCarthy came in from 
New York to narrate Preakness 
over WBAL, Baltimore, which piped 
it over country, via NBC blue web. 
John Wilbourne, of local station's 
staff, spoke the ‘color’ build-up and 
aftermath occurrences. 

Thomas Bryan George and Ted 
Husing handled the CBS mike dur- 
ing the,Pimlico classic, Preakness. 





Tennessee 


Male chorus of 20 voices, under 
the direction of Ossian Crockett, 
broadcast each Sunday afternoon at 
3:30, CST, from WSM, Nashville. 
_Lawrence Goodman, presenting 
pianologues each. Monday night at 
7:45 o'clock, from WSM, Nashville. 

J. T. Ward, WLAC Nashville 
executive, to New York to attend 
the annual meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters. 

Aaron Campbell's Mountaineers, 
now to WLAC, Nashville. 

Davis Ross included when ‘Poet's 
Gold’ returns to WLAC., 

‘The Apothecaries,’ now in their 
third year over WLAC, Nashville, 
are now being heard on a revised 
schedule, appearing at 8:30 on 
Tuesday nights, rather than 7:30 
as in the past. 





Georgia 





Robert Armstrong, formerly with 
WRDwW, has replaced Marion 
Bragg, resigned, on WMAZ’s, Macon, 
staff of announcers. : 

Robert (Red Cross) Crowther now 
on a general assignment with 
WMAZ, Macon. 

WMAZ Macon studios are being 
given a complete redecorating. Sta- 
tion has been in its present quarters 
two years. 

Of the 106 clients that were on 
the WMAZ, Macon, books during 
April only 20 came under the head- 
ing of newcomers. 


North Carolina 


Aunt Sally (Mrs. Pasco Powell), 
of the Foremost Kiddie Club, spon- 
sored by the Foremost Dairies over 
WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., took sev- 
eral of her star performers and pre- 
sented a program before the weekly 
luncheon of the Charlotte Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. She was 
aided by Bo Norris, WSOC pianist. 











A hobby show, sponsored by the 
Asheville, N. C., Rotary Club, is 


the other half of-the sister act 
tinues at WBT. 


Capitol : 


» CON. 


Harold Gray, local CBS an- 
nouncer, and Patricia Ickler, secre. 
tary, in local Fox Film Exchange 
tied the knot in Baltimore May 1. 

Sidney Ten Eyck, former NBC in 

. Y¥., now doing gag announcing 
for WRC and WMAL, local NBC 
outlets. 


Ted Church, ex-Washington head 
for CBS News Service, given title 
of Assistant to Vice-President Bel- 
lows who heads Capital CBS office, 


Church handles net stuff out of 
here. 
Arch MacDonald, formerly with 


WDOD, doing sports for WJSV. 
, Grace Shannon, major domo of 
Three Maids on a Mike,’ will for- 
get air work with marriage June 1, 
WJSV has put studio-controlled 
gong in Arthur Godfrey's apartment 
to wake him for early program, 
Lines run to mike besides his bed. 














MGM STUDIOS 
CULVER CITY. CALIF. 














— — 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Presents 


BELASCO 


MON., FRI., WABC, 12 MIDNITE 
Coast-to-Coast 


St. Moritz Hotel, New York, Nightly 


Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 














LYMAN 


AND Als 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


COAST-TO-COAST 
WABC 


SUNDAY, 2:30 p. m.-3 p. m. 








Orchestra 




















e 
COMMODORE HOTEL 
NEW YORK | 
| Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays, 11:30-12 P.M.; | 
Saturdays, 11-11:15 P.M., \ 
coast to coast, WABC 
| 
Direction 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
4 








“The Singing Lady” 


IREENE WICKER 


4th Year for W. K. Kellogg Co. 

All Material by Ireene Wicker 
Music by ALLAN GRANT 
N.B.C.—WJZ 5:30 Daily 


RAY PERKINS 


Cushman’s Sons 














Palmer House 

















CHICAGO BAKERIES 
NBC WOR 
Direction SEDLEY BROWN 
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But One Holdover 


Orchestra in 


_MUSIC-NITE CLUBS 





co 
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Friscos Changing Music Scene| 


Ey 


San Francisco, May. 14. 

By the end of the month every 
major dine-dance spot in 'Frisco, 
with the exception of the Palace 
hotel, where Tom Coakley’s band is 
tooting, will have changed its music. 

Newest shifts were put through 
by Bill Stein of MCA this week, 
when he sold Kay Kyser to the 
Miramar hotel, Santa Monica, for 
a June 7 opening, and set Happy 
Felton’s band to succeed Kyser at 
the Bal Tabarin. Felton opens at 
the Bal May 29. 

Same night—May 29—Carol Lof- 
ner’s band opens at the St. Francis 
hotel, succeeding Gus Arnheim, who 
moves to the Cocoanut Grove, Los 
Angeles. Arnheim follows Ted Fio- 
Rito, who is going on the road for 
10 weeks under the MCA banner. 

Lido, North Beach night club, has 
Val Valente’s band on notice, and 
no successor yet named. Mark Hop- 
kins hotel has the new Griff Wil- 
liams-Jim Walsh band, one of the 
first local combos to play a class 
hotel here in some time. They foi- 
lowed Jay Whidden’s bunch. 

Les Searight’s band is new at the 
Kit Kat club, ex-Coq D’Or; Niles 
Kinney’s musical crew is new at,the 
Fidgewater Beach club, and several 
minpr changes are taking place, or 
have taken place in the more or less 
nudercover spots. 


EASTERN DANCE BANDS 
FEAR L. A. SUMMER 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Fastern name bands do not want 
to take a chance in Los Angeles 
during the summer. Ambassador 
hotel, for its Cocoanut Grove, has 
been trying to get several New York 
orchestras to follow Ted Fio-Rito 
and has Eddie Duchin booked, but 
he asked that his time be set back 
until fall. 

Summer situation on the Coast 
in the past has been yes and no. 
Ted Lewis once fitted in for a 
couple of weeks during the heat. 
Abe Lyman was always a good 
summer draw and the Gus Arnheim 
outfit also played to some big Grove 
business during the warm period. 











SECRET AMBITION 


Wealthy Hotel Guest Pays to Con- 
duct Orchestra 
Minneapolis, May 14. 

Ritz Hotel Spanish Village night 
club has a wealthy guest, who 
stands in front of the band with a 
battered drum stick for a _ baton 
and directs from two to five hours 
at a stretch two to four nights a 
week, 

He pays the boys in the band for 
the privilege, admits he can’t read 
a note of music, says he always has 
h.d a craving to lead an orchestra, 
and this is his first chance. 


ASCAP Sues Va. House 


Lynchburg, Va., May 14. 

Another ASCAP suit has been 
filed in United States district 
court, this time naming’ the 
Schoolfield theatre, Schoolfield, Va., 
as defendant and seeking $250 for 
alleged unauthorized use of Irving 
Berlin’s ‘Say It Isn’t So.’ 

Gene Buck filed the suit, and 
process was served on Leonard L. 
Lea, of Danville, operator of the 
house. 








Leon Robin and Lewis Gensler 
writing the tunes for Paramount’s 
‘Her Master’s Voice’ on the Coast. 








Boston’s ‘Best Bet’ 

SAMMY LINER 

and His Orchestra 
‘The Broadway’ and broad- 


appearing in the Hub at 
casting thrice weekly via 
NBC, features 
are: 


His song 


“VE HAD MY MOMENTS” 
“ALL | DO IS DREAM OF 
You”’ 


“A THOUSAND GOOD 
NIGHTS” 
“RIPTIDE” 

“HOT DOGS AND 
SASPARELLA” 


ROBBINS 


ar oe CORPORATION 
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Chas. Stock Divorced 


Milwaukee, May 14 

Charles Stock, orchestra leader 
currently playing in Kansas City, 
will find himself a single man again 
when he arrives in his home town, 
Milwaukee. 

Mrs. Jean Wagner Stock obtained 
a divorce from Stock in Circuit 
court here, charging him with us- 
ing profane language and associa- 
ting with other women. Mrs. 
Stock asked no alimony. Court per- 
mitted the wife to re-assume her 
maiden name. 





Torontoites Warm Up 
Razoo Again Over 


Pulitzer Music Award 


Toronto, May 14. 

After the laughable police cen- 
sorship here of Bob Sherwood’s 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ and following 
Raymond Messey’s blast against 
his home town reviewers for their 
‘moronic reception’ of ‘The Shining 
Hour,’ the Faculty of Music of the 
University of Toronto is the latest 
target for civic chuckles as the re- 
sult of the awarding of the Pulitzer 
prize for music to Percival Price, 
of this city, for his ‘Symphony of 
the St. Lawrence’ after the uni- 
versity judges, headed by Dr. Ern- 
est MacMillan, conductor of the To- 
ronto Symphony Orchestra, had 
turned down the composition on the 
grounds it ‘was dull, immature and 
had no beauty.’ 

With the exception of MacMillan, 
the university board of judges re- 
fuses to comment. MacMillan 
abides by his first decision regard- 
ing the Canadian’s composition. 
Press is playing up the issue, and 
professional singers and musicians, 
some with international reputations 
but now residents of Toronto, are 
ridiculing Toronto’s ‘small-town 
standards of culture,’ charging that 
musical recognition is controlled by 
a ‘clique whose members have 
never been out of the city.’ 








Divot Diggers Dance 
In Stymied Golf Club 


Lynchburg, May 14. 

Golf by itself doesn’t pay, Oak- 
wood Country club has learned, so 
the clubhouse is being turned into 
a dining and dancing spot. Sanford 
Heard, who has leased the building, 
plans to install an orchestra and 
floor show. 

Club was a popular society spot 
until the city grew completely 
around it, and a rival club, located 
farther out, has been snitching its 
members. 

Under new policy, the club will 
continue to operate the golf course, 
publicly, but will emphasize the 
cabaret clubhouse. 





MUSIC NOTES 


Morton Downey goes into the 
Chez Paree, Chicago, next Monday 
(21) for four weeks with an option. 





Dave Bernie’s band placed by his 
brother, Herman, in the Nautilius 
Beach Club, Atlantic Beach, L. L, 
for the summer. 


Irwin Dash, during his recent visit 
here, placed with Robbins Music 
Corp. ‘Serenade for a Wealthy 
Widow,’ ‘Bit,’ ‘Garden of Weeds’ 
‘Berceuse for an Unwanted Child’ 
and ‘The Duke Insists’. Feist took 
‘Because It’s Love,’; Santly Bros., 
‘That’s Why I Need You Tonight’, 
and Harms, Inc., ‘Gosh, I Must Be 
Faling in Love.’ 


Arthur Schwartz, Coast rep for 
Witmark, due in New York next 
week for a vacation stay. Will be 
his first trip East in five years. 





Cato’s Vagaonds has shifted from 
the Hotel St. Paul, St. Paul, to the 
Schroder, Milwaukee, with a re- 
lease over WTMJ daily. 





Folio tagged ‘Billy Hill’s Ameri- 
can Home Songs’ has been issued by 
Shapiro, Bernstein. 

unit opens at the 
Louis, June 1. 


Bob Grant’s 
Mounds club, St 





Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the rest of the 
country with the tunes most on 
the air around New York, the 
following is the compilation for 
last week. 

Plugs are figured on a Satur- 
day-through-Friday week, reg- 
ularly. 

Only the chain stations are 
listed as indicative of the gen- 
eral plug popularity. 

Data obtained from Radio 
Log compiled by Accurate Re- 
porting Service. 


WEAF 

WJZ 
Title WABC 
DE ,obsdceseeavhs dean nae 
Boe SOOO DOO. sé ccaesecta 27 

Love Go Wrong...... TTT 
Little Man, Busy Day......28 
mens. O" Biv Mears. < cseck cos 23 
Cocktails for Two. .ccccccccchl 
Love Thy Neighbor.........20 

Be: Jack seek at ink bass oa eee 
Sy ge eee Paeaheene 
Fiay to BO GIGS. ..cccccss 19 
Do I Know Sunday........ 16 
Had My Moments........... 16 
Nite on the Desert......... 16 
Easy Come, Easy Go........ 15 
Reminds Me of You........ 15 
House is Haunted........... 14 
ti: i ge 14 
Ce WTOSO BRIE: cécccicccesss 14 
i, | ee ned etn ee a cute 14 
Loves My Marguerite.......13 
Goodnite Lovely Lady...... 13 
Pete FER. wes i vases errr 13 
My Shawl vebebecuceeeeeale 
Madamoiselle ....... in imenes 12 

Touch Your Hand...... P 


ZOU EAVES: xccccxves 


Ct Scores Counsel, 
Refuses Mayer's 


Request of MDS 


Max Mayer's request for a bill of 
particulars in the injunction pro- 
ceedings brought against him’ by 
the Music Dealers Service, Inc., was 
turned down by Justice Carew in 
the New York Supreme Court last 
week. Jurist, however, stipulated 
that the information sought be sup- 


plied Mayer when the case comes 
to trial. Date for an airing of the 
complaint will be set today (Tues- 
day). 

In his memorandum on the peti- 
tion for a bill of particulars, Jus- 
tice Carew took Mayer’s counsel to 
task. Court averred that in view 
of the previous litigation between 
the two parties it would seem that 
Mayer was aware of the MDS 
claims, and that in its opinion a 
large part of these particulars were 
requested in bad faith, and also 
that many of the demands were 
wholly improper. 

Justice Carew added that Mayer 
can be sure he will be protected 
from undue surprises during the in- 
junction trial. Latter will not be 
by jury. 

















Eddie Laughton, former m.c., has 
organized a band and is current at 


the Greystone Gardens, Detroit. 
Band numbers 15, including male 
and female singer. Handled by 


Charlie Horvath. 
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SPA Wants to Attach ASCAP Funds 


In Royalty Litigations With Pubs 





EMPLOY 600 MUSICIANS 


Cal. Relief Takes 'Em On in Parks 
at 50c Per Hour 


Los Angeles, May 14. 





Approximately 600 unemployed 
musicians, affiliated with Musi- 
cians’ Protective local 147 here, 
and around 175 actors, technicians 


and others’ identified with all 
branches of the stage, will be given 
temporary employment starting this 
week, provided through the State 
Emergency Relief Administration. 

Men and women will be employed 
24 hours weekly, at 50c per hour, in 
Little Theatres, playgrounds, pub- 
lic works camps, etc., in various 
spots in Los Angeles county. 


307% Deduction Rule 
May Be Eliminated 
At AFM Cleve. Conv. 


Elimination of the rule requiring 
a traveling band to collect 30% 
above local scale will be recom- 
mended to the American Federation 
of Musicians’ convention, slated for 
Cleveland next month. Move will 
come from the heads of the inter- 
national union. 

Strong opposition to the proposal 
is anticipated from the delegates 
representing the New York City 
local, which, in the past two years, 
has been especially active in en- 
forcing the 30% provision on visiting 
units. 

Under the _ international’s rule, 
traveling combos must deposit with 
the A.F.of M. treasurer 30% of the 
salaries collected on such engage- 
ments. Eventually this money is 
returned to the hands, providing 
there are no local taxes to be de- 
ducted. 








Frisco’s Jobless Musicians 
See State Relief Uncertain 


San Francisco, May 14. 

Although the State Emergency 
Relief Administration is supposed 
to have an ample budget to aid un- 
employed musicians among other 
citizens, officials of Local No. 6, 
Musicians’ Union, don’t expect much 
help from that source for the seve- 
ral hundred unemployed musicians. 

Union execs state that the allot- 
ment as set up by the SERA for 
musicians is $12 per month for a 
single man and $36 per month per 
man with wife and four children. 
But even that has been impossible 








to secure for any members, since 
SERA officials still don’t seem to 
have full knowledge of the setup of 
their relief organization. 





Detroit ‘Wonder Bar’ 


Detroit, May 14. 

John Buckheimer, former man- 
ager of Luigi's here, is opening his 
own shop on Washington Blvd. and 
is calling it the ‘Wonder Bar.’ 

Spot is located between the Book 
Cadillac and Statler hotels and ex- 
pects to make a play for the hotel 





business. 








Coast Bands Get Spots 
Los Angeles, May 14. 

Kay Kyser’s orchestra goes to 
Miramar hotel, Santa Monica, June 
7 

Ed. Fitzpatrick’s orchestra will 
replace Hal Grayson at the Del 
Mar, Santa Monica, May 19. 

30th orchestras remote 
KFWRB, Hollywood. 


over 





National Association of Sheet 
Music Dealers will devote their an- 
nual convention, slated for June 4 
to 6, at the Roosevelt, New York, 
to consideration of the adoption and 
administration of a code of fair 








competition under the NRA. 


MCA’s 2d Deal with GM Entails 61 
Bands, $100,000, to Play 1-Wk. Exhibits 


Chicago, May 14. 

General Motors will use 61 Mu- 
sic Corporation of America orches- 
tras in 61 cities throughout the 
country during the week of June 
2-9. 3ands will play at the sum- 
mer General Motors exhibits on new 
models from coast to coast. 

This is the second time GM has 
made a deal with MCA to supply 
name orchestras for local exhibits, 
the previous wholesale band sale 
having been made by MCA in 
1932. 

Figured that the total fee for the 
orchestras will hit close to $100,000. 
Selection of bands for all spots has 
been left entirely to the 
of the Music Corporation. } 


nAaerment 


Songwriters’ Protective Associae 
tion is demanding that its members 
be allowed to attach the funds of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers for royale 
ties overdue them from publishers, 
Writers aliied with the SPA want 
their present standard contract with 
the publishers rewritten, and a 
clause making the ASCAP treasury 
a party to the obligation inserted 
into the revised document. 

SPA officers feel that the only 
way they can restrain the minor 
pubs from the practice of stalling 
the writers on royalties due them, 
or attempting to settle for so many 
cents on the dollar, would be by 
involving the society in the deal. 
Through the clause sought by the 
writers, they would be free to bring 
charges against delinquent publish- 
ers before the ASCAP directorate, 
and ask that the payoffs be made 
from the coin due these publishers 
on the quarterly ASCAP split. 

Writers contend that, as far as 
the society’s jurisdiction is con- 
cerned, they are covered by Article 
1 of the ASCAP constitution and 
by-laws. This article, which de- 
tails the purposes of the society, 
provides for the arbitration of dif- 
ferences arising between members, 





Bridgeport Local 
Gets Tough; WICC 
Loses Free Music 





Bridgeport, May 14 * 

No paying, no playing. Bridge- 
port musicians’ local served notice 
on WICC, Yankee webber here, that 
it will no longer grant permission 
to its member bands and instru- 
mentalists to perform without pay. 

Means that Ferd LeJeune, Will 
Harrison, Marge Hull, Bob Weller, 
Al Christie and other leaders are off 
the station's timetables, spots being 
filled wherever possible by sustain- 
ing bands from Shepard headquar- 
ters in Boston, and CBS in New 
York. Yankee network is associ-e 
ated with latter. 

Up to now WICC has paid neo 
money for home-town sustaining 
music, the Bridgeport local being 
credited with special permission in 
each program. Understood order to 
pay up, or else, came after word 
from union headquarters in New 
York. 

Possible way out for WICC seems 
to be a paid studio orchestra, which 
it has never had. 





Original Mss. Figured to 
Bring 5G at SPA Benefit 


Songwriters Protective Associa- 
tion has sold around $3,750 worth 
of tickets for the benefit it’s tossing 
for the Authors League Fund. Af- 
fair will be held at the Casino de 
Paree the night of May 22. 

Writers figure to garner around 
$5,000 from the sale of original 
manuscripts contributed by Ray 
Henderson, Irving Berlin, Richard 
Rogers, Sigmund Romberg, George 
M. Cohan, Ferde Grofe, Deems Tay- 
lor, Jerome Kern, Billy Hill, Harold 
Arlen, and the estates of Ethelbert 
Nevins and John Philip Sousa. 

One collector last week offered 
$2,000 for the set. 








All-Victor Show 


WKBB, East Dubuque, IIl., has 
signed up the Rhomberg Fur Co., 
Dubuque, Iowa, for a unique pro- 
gram that will go on the air Tues- 
day, Thursday and Saturday after- 
noons at 1 o’clock. Only music of 
Victor Herbert will be heard in the 
present series and will depict many 
historic incidents in the life of the 
composer together with reminis- 
cences regarding Victor Herbert. 





MONTCLAIR REOPENS 

Remodelled and enlarged, the Hoe 
tel Montclair roof, New York, opens 
for the season tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) with Harold Stern and omhes- 
tra, Mario and Floria, Rosita Ortega, 
sill Smith and the Promenaders on 
the show. 

A marimba orchestra will altere 
nate with Stern for dancing in ade 
dition to playing in the adjacent Sky 
Terrace cafe, which will have an 
open air bar. 
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MDS CONFUSION 
HURTS APRIL 
SALES 


Sheet business 
wearily through the month of April 
without a smash number 
bobbing up to give it a helping 
hand. Added to the plight of the 
retailer confusion of dis- 
counts and 
sulted from the blowup of the Mu- 
Publish- 


Richmond and scores 





music trudged 


cingle 


was the 
return terms that re- 


sic Dealers’ Service, Ine. 
ers, Maurice 
of jobbers flooded the dealer with 
eirculars offering a wide diversity 
of selling conditions, so that he had 
two things to bedevil him—the sad 
state of counter turnover, and from 
what source to buy what music he 
had to have. . 
Though ‘Wagon Wheels’ (Shapiro, 
Bernstein) led the list for April, it 
showed anything but smash pro- 
elivities. There were days when 
‘Old Spinning Wheel,’ coming from 
the same publishing firm, was eut- 
selling by a substantial margin. 
The number that steadily continued 
to build solidly through the past 
month was ‘Old Dutch Mill’ (Se- 
lect). At the turn into May this 
tune had amassed close to 200,000 
sheet sales. Indications are that it 
will nudge over the 300,000 level. 
Among the other comparatively 
solid sellers in April were ‘A Thou- 
sand Good Nights’ (Robbins), ‘True’ 
(Santly Bros.), ‘The House Is 
Haunted’ (Donaldson), ‘Carioca’ (T. 


B. Harms), ‘She Reminds Me of 
You’ (DeSylva), ‘Neighbors’ (En- 
«2)) and ‘Nasty Man’ (Fox). ‘Why 


Do I Dream Those Dreams? (Wit- 
mark) was moving up fast toward 
the finish of April with ‘A Thousand 
@ood Nights’ close behind. 

* Mechanical field buzzed along 
micely through April. The pickup 
was slight but ample enough to 
bring on that optimistic glow. Bing 
Crosby held the second, third and 
fourth places on Brunswick's best 
selling table. Fred Astaire popped 
into ace favor for Columbia and a 
Ray Noble orchestration, with Jack 
Johnson doing the vocals, took top 
rating with Victor. 





Chi Spring Sag 
Chicago. 

Annual spring slump is in with 
the entire music catalog feeling the 
siowing down due to the warmer 
weather. They’re taking to the open 
Foad and haven’t much time for the 
tinkle-box or the phonograph. It 
has been an excellent winter season, 
however. 

Other than the six headliners in 
the music field the runners-up are 

‘Carioca’ and ‘You Ought to Be in 
Pictures,’ Surprising to the music 
men is the click of ‘Carioca,’ which 
is a tune difficult for the ordinary 
plaver. In the past the music biz 
has found that no matter how good 
a tune it never got across the coun- 
ter if it was difficult. ‘Carioca’ is 
proving an exception to that rule. 
‘Dutch Mill’ is a sure click and rid- 
ing fast. ‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’ 
makes another recent exception to 
the rule. 

Crosby grabs all the noise in the 
record biz by taking four of the 
leading positions in the Brunswick 
eatalog. 





L. A. Leaders 


Los Angeles. 

Bing Crosby recordings led the 
Brunswick list for southern Cali- 
fornia distribution during April, 
with ‘Little Dutch Mill’ topping 
sales by a comfortable margin in all 
three platter divisions. Demand off 
somewhat, probably due to advent 


APRIL MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING APRIL BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 





6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 













































































NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
SONG—No. 1 ‘Wagon Wheel’ ‘Little Grass Shack’ ‘Little Dutch Mill’ = 
SONG—No. 2 ‘Little Dutch Mill’ ‘Old Spinning Wheel’ ‘Old Spinning Wheel’ 
S8ONG—No. 3 ‘Old Spinning Wheel’ ‘Wagon Wheels’ ‘Little Grass Shack’ 
SONG—No. 4 ‘Little Grass Shack’ ‘Little Dutch Mill’ ‘Why Do | Dream Those Dreams?’ 
SONG—No. 6 ‘Boulevard of Broken Dreams’ ‘Piggie Went to Market’ ‘Nasty Man’ 
SONG—No. 6 | ‘Why Do | Dream Those Dreams’ ‘Boulevard of Broken Dreams’ ‘Good Night, Lovely Lady’ 














Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. 





sales, both 


3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 
sides are mentioned: 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


‘Champagne Waltz,,’ ‘House Is Haunted’ 
(Glenn Gray and Casa Loma Orch.) 


‘Little Dutch Mill’ (Bing Crosby) 


Little Dutch Mill’ (Bing Crosby) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


‘Good Night, Lovely Lady,’ ‘Once in a 
Blue Moon’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘She Reminds Me of You’ (Bing Crosby) 


Good Night, Little Lady’ (Bing Crosby) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 8 


‘May 1?’ ‘She Reminds Me of You’ (Bing 
Crosby) 


‘Good Night, Lovely Little Lady’ (Hal 
Kemp Orch.) 


Little Grass Shack’ (Ted Fiorita Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ ‘Ridin’ Around in 
the Rain’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Good: Night, 
Crosby) 


Lovely Lady’ (Bing 


‘May 1?’ (Bing Crosby) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 6 
Orch.) 


‘Good Night, Lovely Little Lady,’ ‘She 
Reminds Me of You’ 


(Hal Kemp 


‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Man on the Flying Trapeze’ 
Crosby) 


(Bing 








BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


‘Jungle Fever,’ ‘1 Found a New Baby’ 
(Mills: Bros.) 


‘You Oughta Be in Pictures’ (Guy Lom- 
bardo Orch.) 


*You Oughta Be in Pictures’ (Guy Lom- 
bardo Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 1 ‘Music 


Makes Me,’ ‘Flying Down to 
Rio’ (Fred Astaire) 


‘Carioca’ (Enric Madriguera Orch.) 


*You Oughta Be in Pictures’ (Little Jack 
Little) 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘Orchids 


(Enric Madriguera Orc 


in the Mooniignt,’ ‘Carioca’ 
:) 


‘You Oughta Be in Pictures’ (Little Jack 
Little) 


‘Carioca’ (Enric Madriguera Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 8 


‘You Oughta Be in Pictures,’ ‘Nothin’ 
But the Best’ (Little Jack Little) 


‘Tear It Down’ (Clyde McCoy Orch.) 


‘Little Grass Shack’ (Ben Pollack Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 


‘Beale Street Blues,’ 
Blues’ (Benny Goodman Orch.) 


‘Basin Street 


‘Play to Me, Gypsy’ (Henry Hall Orch.) 


-_ 


‘Wagon Wheels’ (George Olsen) 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 


‘Alone on the Range, ‘Play to Me, 
Gypsy’ (Ben Pollack Orch.-Henry 
Hall Orch.) 


‘Basin St. 
Orch.) 


Biues’ (Benny Goodman 


‘Emaline’ (Benny Goodman Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—Nao. 6 
Boys) 


‘Great American Tourist,’ ‘Sing Sing 
Isn’t Prison Anymore’ (Yacht Club 


‘Serenade of a Wealthy Widow’ (Reg- 
inald Forsythe Orch.) 


‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’ (Emil Cole- 
man Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 1 


‘Who Walks in When | Walk Out,’ ‘Play 
to Me, 
Jack Johnson) 


Gypsy’ (Ray Noble Orch.- 


‘She Reminds Me of You’ (Eddie Du- 
chin Orch.) 


‘tl Wind’ (Eddie Duchin Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 2 


‘Ill Wind,’ ‘As Long As 1 Live’ (Eddie 
Duchin Orch.) 


‘Neighbors’ (Isham Jones Orch.) 


‘Little Dutch Mill’ (Don Bestor Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 3 


‘Hold My Hand,’ ‘Nasty Man’ (Rudy 


‘411 Wind’ (Eddie Duchin Orch.) 


‘May 1?’ (Eddie Duchin Orch.) 











Vallee) 

VICTOR—No. 4 ‘Wagon Wheels,’ ‘If | Love Again’ (Paul |‘You Oughta Be in Pictures’ (Rudy |‘You Ought to See Sally on Sunday’ 
Whiteman) Vallee) (Ray Noble Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. & ‘Long About Midnight,’ ‘Jitter Bug’ |‘Roberta’ Selections (Fray and Brag-|‘Why Do I Dream Those Dreams?® 
(Cab Calloway Orch.) giotti) (Eddie Duchin Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 6 


‘Thousand Good Nights,’ ‘Little Dutch 
Mill’ (Don Bestor Orch.) 





‘Little Dutch Mill’ (Don Bestor Orch.) 








‘You Oughta Be 
Vallee) 


in Pictures’ (Rudy 








of hot weather, which sent buyers to 
the beaches and outdoor spots. 

‘Old Spinning Wheel’ and ‘Little 
Grass Shack’ dropped a notch be- 
hind ‘Dutch Mill’ in the sheet music 
sales, though still more than hold- 
ing their own. Other three leaders 
were ‘Why Do I Dream Those 
Dreams?’, ‘Nasty Man’ and ‘Good 
Night Lovely Lady.’ 

Also in the running were ‘Thou- 
sand Good Nights,’ ‘Waiting at the 
Gate for Katy,’ ‘Wagon Wheels’ and 
‘Carioca.’ 

Little Jack Little orchestra’s re- 
cording of ‘You Oughta Be in Pic- 
tures’ led the Columbia platters, and 
Eddie Duechin records continue in 
big demand on the Victor list. 





AARONSON, GARBER SET 
Los Angeles, May 14. 


Irving Aaronson and his Com- 
manders orchestra open a seven 
weeks’ engagement tomorrow night 
(Tuesday) at the Casino, Santa 
Catalina island. Combo comes here 
from St. Louis. 


Jan Garber 
Aaronson July 


orchestra follows 
15 for eight weeks. 





Jack Mills has acquired the Amer- 
ican rights to two Irwin Dash pub- 
lications, ‘Strange’ and ‘Who’s Go- 
ing to Take You Home Tonight.’ 








=... 














-MYRIO and DESHA 


|’ “fascinating, marvelous asa dancing team.”—PARIS MIDI, PARIS. 
“Dancers superb—two remarkable artists."—ERA, LONDON, 
“Virtuosos of the dance.”—8 UHR ABENDBLATT, BERLIN. 
“Bringing to their audience the surest note of beauty.” 
—THEATRE MAGAZINE, NEW YORK 


And Last Week at the Commodore Club and Fox 
Theatre, Detroit 
“Their dancing is the last word in grace, beauty and rhythm.” 


7551 Jeffrey Avenue, Chicago 


—DETROIT FREE PRESS 
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All Gals Must Hostess 
In Detroit Nite Spots 


Detroit, May 14. 
Shows booked into local night 
clubs include a must on gals sit- 
ting with the customers. Several 


acts were cancelled here last week 
as they felt the table work too de- 
grading. 

Most spots have entirely elimi- 
nated hostesses, with the line girls 
and principals called on to do the 
hospitality work. 


Gals get nothing extra for either 
drinking or steering. With the 
spots insisting on the acts and 
girls staying sober the situation is 
that much worse. 


‘Drunkard’ in Philly 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

Walton hostelry, which has been 
the Philly popular spot for the last 
couple of years, has joined with 
Samuel Nixon-Nirdlinger to pro- 
duce something new in nite clubs 
locally. 

Idea calls for an auditorium and 
open-air cafe to commence June 1, 
after the whole first floor of the 
hotel has been remodeled. Running in 
conjunction with the sidewalk affair 
will be the initial Philly offering of 
‘The Drunkard.’ Cast of the show 
is being set now, with an embel- 
lished book being penned by T. D. 
Wlison. 

Place will be calied the Amertcan 
Garden and will seat about 400 














Lombardo in Waldorf 


Chicago, May 14. 
Guy Lombardo orchestra opens at 
the Waldorf-Astoria hotel in New 
York on June 14, 
Will stick through the summer 
season, - : 


| 








Night Club Reviews 








Dorchester, London 


London, May 2. 
There is little doubt the Midnight 
Follies from N. T. Granlund’s Para- 
dise Club, produced here by Clifford 
Whitley at the Dorchester, will be 
voted the brightest and most suc- 


cessful show yet produced here. In, 


addition to Sunny O’Dea, Marguerite 
and Leroy, Wanda Allen, Edith 
Roak, Fay Carroll and the show 
girls and dancers, Naunton Wayne 
acts as master of ceremonies. He 
is very gifted in this direction and 
came prepared with a choice line of 
witty chatter. 

Midnight Follies has now become 
an accepted part of Londori’s night 
life. Since last October more than 
50,000 people have visited the Dor- 
chester restaurant to see _ these 
shows. Usually running 45 minutes 
this one carried on, without any en- 
cores, for a full hour. It has been 
gorgeously produced with requisite 
lighting effects and daringly un- 
gowned. Vast improvement is the 
installation of a platform for the 
entertainment, raised to the height 
of a boxing ring, which enables the 
spectators to see clearly from every 
seat at every table. 

An importation from the Paris 
shows is the absence, in one num- 
ber, of brassieres, to which there 
was no apparent objection on the 
part of the spectators, 

Whole show was a continuous 
wow but the outstanding hit, alto- 
gether different from the undraped 
females, was Marguerite and Leroy 
with their ballroom dancing. They 
bring to mind Maurice and Walton. 
Leroy is a cross between Maurice 
and Valentino and probably a better 
dancer than either. 

Nils Granlund was ‘reluctantly’ 
brought upon the stage from the 
audience by the m.c., and said the 
place reminded him of his Paradise 
Club. He added that he personally 
recognized 80 people at the tables. 

Clifford Whitely will not find it 
necessary to look for a successor to 
the present cabaret for some time 
to come, Jole, 


COLUMBIA GARDENS 


Portland, Ore., May 14. 
Portland’s newest place of enters« 
tainment, the Columbia Beer Gare 
dens, is presenting something new 
and different to fun seekers. The 
gardens are in the building for- 
merly known as the Columbia the- 


atre. 

Main floor seats have been re- 
moved and a hardwood floor laid. 
Tables and chairs are in place in 
the front of ~‘.e house, nearest the 
stage, and padded benches and 
tables are in the rear. Paintings 
have been placed on the walls and 
drapes of Spanish shawls have 
been tastefully arranged through- 
out the room, 

Entertainment for patrons is 
varied. A long bar has been placed 
on the south end of the building, 
where beer and sandwiches are 
available. On the north side is a 
space reserved for the 11-piece or- 
chestra directed by Harry Linden. 
The organ has been put in shape 
and Arlington Laity, formerly or- 
ganist at the Paramount, has been 
engaged. 

At the preview opening, the or- 
chestra presented a symphonic ar- 
rangement. Then came the danc- 
ers and singers, headed by Victor 
Alfaro, tenor, who presents oper- 
atic and classical numbers. In ad- 
dition he presented the ‘Carioca,’ 
with Barbara Weeks and Bonnie 
Granger as his partners. 

Other entertainers include the 
Singing Waiters, formerly with the 
American theatre. This quartet, 
composed of Frank Confer, Bill 
Barardenelli, Gil Van Alst and Tom 
Jackson, took most of the applause 
at the preview. 

A new daylight screen has been 
installed, on which is featured 
short subjects. The gardens will 
present no full length films, but 
will cater with comedies and shorts. 
Screen is the only one of its kind 
in the Pacific Northwest. 

Management has installed a cool- 
ing system and equipped a cooler 
room that will hold 80 barrels of 





beer, > 


_—. 
—— 





ee Oe Se Ra 


Loan i eee 


ot th tt md 


— 


a 
f 











0 eatin beer BS tie 


Cn en 


Tuesday, May 15, 1934 


EDETORIAL 


VARIETY 61 











RIETY 


Trade Mark Registered 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY. Ine. 
Sid Silverman, President 
354 West 46tb Street New York City 


-- 























SUBSCRIPTION 
Appual..... -+-$6 Foreign.......-$1 
Bingle Copies........- asassee asa Goan 

1- 
Vol. 114 ss” No. 9 
-— ——_——— — 





15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





Big talk was a half-billion in- 
yvyestment by Standard Oil in 300 
theatres. To make its own film at 
$75,000 per feature. Too good to be 


true. 





Famous Players-Lasky stock to 
be listed by Stock Exchange. Had 
been down to 22% and up 85. 


John Drew refused a film offer 
on the grounds that he might be 
regarded as trying to trade on the 
reputation of the late Sydney Drew. 

Fifth Liberty Loan drive on and 
WN. Y. theatres had more than dou- 
bled their quotas. 

Broadway was dropping off for 
the summer rest. Best season in 
years. Still 45 houses open and 
doing business. 





One night stand managers on the 
war path. Road producers wanted 
70% of the split instead of the 
40% they were receiving. High 
cost of traveling, but house men 
said it cost them more, too. 


Circus men in the A. E. F. were 
touring France and German’ mili- 
tary spots with a one _ ringer. 
Y. M. C. A. had charge, but the 
K. C. paid the bills. No tent. Just 
a ring and blues, 


Brunton Studios plastered Ned 
Wayburn with an $850 body at- 
tachment. Flo Ziegfeld paid to re- 
tain his dance director. 


Edward 8. Keller, booking agent, 
angeled a musical comedy, ‘While 
You Wait.’ Don’t remind him. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


Theatre men were reviving the 
idea of a mutual fire insurance 
company. Figured it would save 
money. Old idea often revived, 


Cedar Rapids, Ia., slapped a $500 
per day license on tent shows. 
Marion, the nearby county seat 
wrote the Clipper it would make a 
reasonable rate and that all Cedar 
Rapids would come over. 





French circus was giving tableaux 
in the ring with the same circular 
style curtain now used in the Ring- 
ling show. A novelty then. 


Henry Irving sued for $2,000 by 
f® musician who asserted he had 
written incidental music in 1876 for 
Which Irving had not paid him. 


Season was waning, with a num- 
ber of houses already closed. The 
People’s theatre planned to keep 
open to July 5. 

Season of music festivals start- 
ing. Cincinnati already had one. 
Most large towns ran one three 
days to a week. 





George K. Fortesque, 150 pound 
female impersonator, doing a bur- 
lesque on ‘Fedora.’ Called ‘Well- 
fed Dora’ Touring it and clean- 
ing 


Phila museum had a ‘sacred white 
hog.’ Prize porker eventually given 
the patron most accurately esti- 
mating its weight. 


Clipper told a new play ‘Becky’ 
had been improved by pruning. Still 
a prolog and five acts. 

Chicago Opera Festival Ass’n was 
negotiating with Col. Mapleson for 
a season of opera for next season 
Auditorium seated 6,000. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Westchester, long considered one of the ace film boxoffice territories in 
the country, appears to be upholding its re putation. Reports, at least, are 
that the county is to date running substantially ahead of 1933 on picture 
attendance. And the reason may not be « ntirely due to a better product. 

Despite that the district is dominated by chain operation there are 
some indies up there who give the circuits the jitters on showmanship. 
For instance there's Nick Paley’s Scarsdale theatre, about a 1,200-seater, 
nicely appointed with a one price scale all over the house and no loge 
section. This spot recently played ‘Wonder Bar’ (WB) and as the film 
went into its big musical numbers the screen borders widened out, the 
change over to the wide angle machine was made and the audience gota 
good look. Management also gives the better newsreel clips this flair. 
That’s showmanship and something these suburbanites seldom, if ever, 
see in the circuit chalets. It also indicates what an indie can do if he 
wants to and why Scarsdale residents are prone to pass up driving to 
nearby towns for their flicker entertainment. They have come to know 
they’re going to see it the best way at their own house which also may 
be drawing from those same nearby towns. 

The concentration which the Paley house gives its program is in 
direct contrast to one of the big New Rochelle spots, circuit operated, 
which recently allowed a seven-reel picture to run for six reels with the 
right hand projection machine out of focus. Not enough to cause cries 
for correction but enough to give the audience an eye-strain headache 
and cause comment on the ‘bad photography’. 

That carelessness is not so minor for the chains when they've got to 
go up against operators like Paley. And he’s got another house in 
Bronxville. 





Delay of important decisions from Special Master Thomas D. Thacher, 
in the RKO receivership, makes it look to Irving Trust representatives 
as though they won't get out of RKO by Christmas. Although some 
big claims were argued as far back as last January, the Special Master 
has rendered no decisions. 

Notable are the Rockefeller claims, originally of an indeterminate 
amount but now set at around $12,000,000, and the Mayfair theatre, 
N. Y., claim of over $3,000,000, both for rent. In each case the receivers 
believe there’ll probably be litigation on appeal from whatever decisions 
the Special Master reaches. One of the difficulties may be that since 
RKO is a receivership rather than a bankruptcy, the U. S. Supreme 
| Court ruling against future rents and damages under leases will not 
apply to where an equity receivership exists. 

This all has the effect of stalling any possibility of. a reorganization 
plan which in computing the value of a receivership estate has to take 
into rather close account the total amount of liabilities. The big ones 
that are being contested make a vital difference, 


One of the big studios is having so much trouble with a male star it 
is making more than the usual effort to effect an exchange arrangement 
with other plants. And not much luck to date because the boys are wise 
to the lad. 

Star has gone the hard way in rating his own importance and has 
been driving his directors frantic. Smart, too, in that he waits until his 
pictures are in work a couple of weeks before turning on the tempera- 
ment. When a studio is that far into a film on coin it’s got to go through 
or be on the nut for plenty. One director couldn’t understand the re- 
ports on this player when they began a film, but he suddenly found out 
at the end of the first fortnight. 

Surprise. angle is that this star has even turned on close friends, both 
in and out of the studio. They’re finding him as hard to get along with 
as the working crews. 





Teaching picture players how to sing through the medium of records 
which he has made specially for such instruction is among the items in 
Claude Austin’s coaching repertoire. He used this system for Mae West. 

Austin, who is the Billy Pierce of the music world, is a colored lad 
who is commissioned from time to time by the studio people to show 
them how to ‘talk in tune’. Among his clients have been Joan Crawford, 
Kay Francis, Gertrude Niessen, Tamara Vega, Mary Chapelle, Polly 
Walters, the Three X Sisters, Rosemary Lane, Lola Lane and others. 
Austin once was on the rranging staff of the Capitol theatre, N. Y., and 
also did some arranging for the Philharmonic. 





Organization calling itself the American Society for the Protection of 
the Motion Picture Theatre is sending out a broadside urging inde- 
pendents to wire their Congressman and Senator to support the Dill bill 
for an investigation of the A. T. & T. 

Touted as the only way to get rid of score charges, exorbitant service 
charges, restricted buying ‘and all other unfair competition arising from 
public utilities’ operations n private fields’. Signed by Robert Robbins 
as executive secretary. 





Paramount disclaims the recent report that it is refusing to co-operate 
with foreign correspondents on the Coast. Claims, to the contrary, that 
it does all it can with and for the foreign scribblers. 

One recent run-in, which is acknowledged, may have started the story. 
In that case, Par says, the correspondent in question was known to get 
pictures from the studio and sell them to commercial accounts abroad. 
Par says it warned him a few times and then turned down his credentials 
and refused him further recognition. 





Recent drive by the Music Publishers’ Protective Association against 
synchronized films, for which no licenses have been obtained, has re- 
sulted in attachments being placed on the negative of ‘Trapeze’, ‘The 
Dance Parade’, ‘Gold Diggers of 1943’ and ‘Taming of the Juggle’. 

Court order also affects money due to the producers on these pictures. 
On the foursome the MPPA is seeking to collect $2,000, which is claims 
is due in synchronization fees. 





Offer of $50,000 is understood to have been made by a major studio to 
Dr Robert E. Corneish to exploit in a picture the experimental attempts 
the latter has made at the U. of California, Berkeley, Calif., where he 
successfully revived a clinically killed dog. Dr. Corneish refused on the 
ground that he wished to keep his scientific investigations on the so- 
called ‘live dead dog’ confidential until experiments have been conclu- 
sively completed. Canine case received wide news play and comment. 


Filmdom’s biggest proxy grab was staged by Charlie Pettijohn in the 
election of Jack Alicoate as his successor to the generalship of the Kain- 
tuck célonels. Pettijohn didn’t ask a single picture colonel who didn’t 
attend the darby how they wanted him to vote 

He pooled all the names together in favor of Alicoate and the Film 
Daily publisher won hands down, since he had the backing of Tammany, 
as well, in Jim (Col. for the occasion) Farley. 

Governor Rolph of California has officially designated May 18 (Fri- 
day) as Mexico Day in the state. Deal arranged as part of Metro’s ex- 
ploitation for ‘Viva Villa’, which opens at Loew’s State in Los Angeles 
May 17. Metro exploiteers are trying to get governors of other western 
states to also designate Mexico Days to help along the bo. of the 
picture. 








Metro set a new speed record with the production of ‘Thin Man’, re- 
| cently finished. Screen play and script was finished by Albert Hackett 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


Incident in ‘The Milky Way’, which opened at the Cort, N. Y., last 
week, in which the middleweight boxing champ is knocked out by an 
unknown, is the fictionized version of a mixup in which Mickey Walker 
took the full count from a sock delivered by a lunch wagon counterman 
near Elizabeth, N. J. Mickey had been celebrating and with friends 
decided on having a snack. They kidded the short order server, Walker 
making so many cracks about the man's German origin that he became 
infuriated. ‘Twas a cold night and Mickey slipped on the ice outside 
the joint. It took six stitches to close a gash on the back of his head. 

Sidney Harmon, who produced ‘Way’ with James Ullman, never saw 
a professional boxing bout until after the show opened He queried 
mention of Ross and McLarni®fn in the script, thinking it referred to a 
vaude duo and wanting the line deleted. 


Reaction to panning of her ‘Love Kills’, Forrest, N. Y., has Mrs. Ida 
Lublenski Ehrlich, who wrote and presented the play, insisting that the 
method of reviewing is wrong. She believes that plays written by women 
should be reviewed by women and offered $25 for the best criticism of 
her play by a woman. 

Shortly after the show opened the boxoffice sold one 55c ticket for a 
night performance, Leblangs selling about $27 in cut rates. Pace of show 
is slightly over $30 nightly. Vivian Niesen, the lead, was replaced by 
Evelyn Byrd last week. ‘Love’ was withdrawn Saturday (12). 


Malcolm L. Pearson and Donald E. Baruch, Wall Street youngsters, 
have formed a managerial partnership, firm's first effort being ‘I Myself’, 
which came in at the Mansfield, N. Y., last week. Entering show business 
is not just a flier for them as they intend to stick. 

Pearson’s kin are Brooklynites, interested in gas and other utilities. 
Baruch is one of Sailing Baruch’s sons. 

‘Myself’ was considered for presentation by John Golden. It was writ- 
ten by Adelyn Bushnell, a Boston stock actress. Previously she wrote 
romantic Irish plays. 


Moss Hart is another playwright who went to Charleston, S. C., but 
didn’t accomplish much on his planned rewriting of a script. He tells 
& weird story about staying in a mansion owned by an old man who 
frequently declared: ‘Things ain’t so good since the war’. 

Hart swears it wasn’t until he was about to return that he discovered 
the a.k. referred to the Blue and Gray. 


Following an elaborate yarn about Max Gordon’s ‘Roberta’ in Fortune, 
the manager receives additional magazine attention in the June issue 





of Cosmopolitan. . 
Latter article is a somewhat intimate story on Gordon by O. O. Mc- 
Intyre, who calls him ‘the new Charles Frohman.’ 


New managerial duo is Leslie J. Casey and James W. Liddle. Latter 
was interested in a Buffalo stock, former having handled theatres for 
Fox. Firm’s maiden effort, ‘These Two’, opened at the Miller, N. Y., last 
week but closed Saturday (12). 

At the premiere half the critics looked like athletes, result of the first 
pre-summer Sunday. 


Owners of theatre buildings in New York State still must stand the 
gaff for immoral shows. Governor Herbert H. Lehman has vetoed the 
bill, passed by the Legislature, to exempt the owners or licensees from 
provisions of the penal law. The measure would have placed the re- 
sponsibility upon the managers or producers. 





Joseph W. Gaites, who left the Shuberts on a supposed leave of ab- 
sence about a year ago, is through with show business. He heads the 
Bell Manufacturing Co., an Ohio plant which makes church bells. 

Shortly after leaving New York last spring, Gaites married and took 
up residence near Cincinnati. 





and Frances Goodrich in three weeks, and Director W. S. Van’ Dyke 
brought the production under the wire in a tota}) of 18 shooting days. 

In addition, negative cost of the picture rates around the $200,000 mark, 
very moderate figure for any production turned out on that lot. 


In composition and type of ads, plus illustrations, the Music Hall is 
trying to get away from the theatrical by going strong for simplicity. 
Lord & Thomas, doing the ads for the big house, swung to the con- 
servative side this week on ‘Change of Heart’ and the ‘Madame Butter- 
fly’ stage show. 

Agency and house operators believe that the departure will mark a 
welcome change to the public. 





Radio crooner, now in films, is trying to stir up the press with stories 
that he’s peeved to the point of legal action over a recently released pic- 
ture assertedly based on his career. He isn’t really sore, but figures he 
may get a little publicity. 

When bought by the studio, story was supposedly based on some inci- 
dents in thé crooner’s career, Adaptors, however, changed it until there 
is no similarity. 





Graham Baker and Gene Towne were loaned to Fox for six weeks by 
Darryl Zanuck during a production lull. So they’ve been there almost 24 
weeks, the team doing three instead of one original. Set to wind up 
June 18, 

Baker and Towne then go to Metro and Radio on a Zanuck loan for 
the summer. 





If Warners is considering bidding for the Fox Metropolitan theatres, 
it will have to bid pretty high. With $1,500,000 cash on hand, the Fox 
Met houses are stated to be in favorable state. Figured it would take 
anywhere from $6,000,000 to $10,000,000 to grab the houses. There are 
around 100 theatres in the group. 


E. V. Richards, Adolph Zukor, the Balabans and George Schaeffer 
huddled in Chicago last week, while Zukor stopped over there en route 
to the Coast. 

tichards then came on to New York to talk some matters over on 
his own southern theatre dea] at the Par home office. 

Trade curiosity on how many so-called receivership certificates Par- 
amount may have issued, since going into bankruptcy, seems uncalled 
for. 

No such certificates are out, the company having been able to pro- 
gress with its own funds, 





Bob Sisk departed for the Coast hurriedly Tuesday (8) when he got 
sudden word his company figured his services would be required to 
help map out the new season’s program. Sisk left by plane with Ned 
Depinet, president of RKO pictures, 

meee od 
IlIness of Referee Henry K. Davis caused trustees to obtain permis- 


sion that Oscar W. Ehrhorn sit as referee in Paramount bankruptcy 


|; matters until June 5, when it is expected Davis will be back. 


Before Fox releases ‘Marie Gallante’ studio will be compelled to get 
an okay from the Government. This is due to the amount of footage 





taken for the film in and around the Panama Canal zone. 
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Connelly Finds New Way for Authors 
To Get Coin, Cut on Souvenir Books 





New angle in the realm of play- 
wright royalties was disclosed when 
Marc Connelly claimed the profits 
on souvenir booklets sold in con- 
nection with ‘The Green Pastures,’ 
which he dramatized from Roark 
Bradford's book and which has been 
on the board four years. During 
most of that period booklets were 
sold and Connelly contends that 


Rowland Stebbins, who produced 
the show under the corporate titie 
of Laurence Rivers, was not right- 
fully entitled to the proceeds. 

Case was settled by arbitration 
last week and Connelly was given 
the award. Whether Bradford will 
share in the coin, not stated. It 
is the first instance where an author | 
has gone into that phase of pos- 
sible manageriai gain, sales of sim- 
ilar books generally being regarded 
as netting small money. 

Under the Basic Minimum Agree- 
ment between the Dramatists Guild 
and the managers it is set forth 
t!' at all publication rights belong 
to the author. Connelly success- 
fully argued that, since the sou- 
venir booklet’s illustrations carried 
quotations from the play's script, 
it was a form of.publication. Au- 
thor, related that he had talked the 
matter over with Stebbins early 
in the. play’s run and he claims it. 
was agreed not to issue the book- 
lets.. Later, he claims, the booklets 
were printed and. sold regardless. 
Connelly did not press a claim un- 
til recently, when it is understood 
differences arose between the au- 
thor and the Rivers office. 

Stebbins, who also p oduced ‘The 
Pursuit of Happiness,’ and Charles 
G. Stewart, will sail Wednesday 
(16) with the company, show open- 
ing in London at the Vaudeville 
theatre May 28. Stewart, general 
manager for Stebbins, will remain 
for a time in the hope that the 
British censor will lift the ban on 
‘Pastures.’ One argument to be put 
forth in this attempt is the fact 
that the colored dramatic classic 
played successfully in Canadian 
stands. 


‘Pastures’ will open on tour over! 


here in September. In addition to 
regular bookings, two men will be 
in advance to arrange additional 
time. Beverly Kelly vill handle 
spot bookings in the middle west, 
with William Schneider asstgned to 
northwestern territory. William 
Fields, general press representative 
for ‘Pastures,’ will act similarly in 
southern stands, 

Arbitration awards being recog- 
nized by the courts, the Connelly- 
Stebbins case establishes a prece- 
dent on which other authors will 
likely make claims against man- 
agers. Not clear whether claims 
would apply on past seasons, but 
there are several shows current on 
Broadway for which souvenir book- 
lets are sold, including ‘Mary of 
Scotland,’ ‘She Loves Me Not’ and 
the ‘Follies... Award will probably 
result in managers making terms 
with authors on the matter of book- 
lets when accepting plays for pro- 
duction. 


‘Wednesday’ 3d Play in 





Sistare’s Loop Stock 





Chicago, May 14. 


Third play on the Horace Sistare 
‘I Loved 
by Molly Ricardel, 
to open this caming Monday (21). 
‘Affections, Ltd.,’ will close after a 
having 
been hurt from the start by a badly 


stock list is slated to be 
You Wednesday,’ 


poor five-week showing, 


arranged admission chart. 


Sistare is still negotiating for an- 
other theatre in which to start his 


‘play of the month’ club. 





BIRMINGHAM STOCK FOLDS 


Birmingham, May 14. 


After 20 weeks at the Jefferson 


the Marco Cavanaugh players closed 
Friday night (11). 
fair, after starting out in great style. 


Greatest business was done with, 


‘Men in White,’ when it ran three 
weeks, 

Jack Marco is planning to take 
the company on the road, playing 
two and three nights stands in the 
larger cities of the South. ‘Men in 


White’ will be the play. 


+ 


Business was 





San Diego Steck 


San Diego, May 14. 


San Diego soon will have a new 
stock company of its own to be 
known.as San Diego Theatre Guild 
Players. Repairs and improvements 
are under way at Savoy theatre, 
where in former years several suc- 
cessful stock groups held forth. 

Mike Cohen, manager of the new 
organization, expects to open early 
next month with a company of play- 
ers recruited, for the most part, 
from Hollywood. Weekly change of 
bill and popular prices. 


ONLY 2 LEGIT 
TENT SHOWS 
READY 


Chicago, May 14. 
Current summer season may see 
the final extinction of the tent legit 
business, according to all indica- 
tions.: It is certain that the sum- 
mer will see another new low in 
the number of tent shows, with only 
two tents apparently set for the 
entire Midwest. 
Early huzzahs of possible pick-up 
have all died out and, at best, the 
country will see perhaps a half- 
dozen tents bucking the wind. The 
couple tents going out belong to 
George Sweet and George Rober- 
son, old reliables. 
Sweet will stick to his ald haunts 
in the Iowa country while Roberson 
eontinues in the Wisconsin-Illineis 
territory. 


DeFOREST FOLDS DET. 
TO OPEN LOOP STOCK 


Chicago, May 14. 

Local office of Equit last week 
paid, out of the bond, the salaries 
of the Jack de Forest stock venture 
which folded after two weeks in the 
Wilson theatre, Detroit. Salary list 
was about $600. 

New move by de Forest is the 
taking over of the Harris here for 
stock productions, starting June 4. 
Has been conferring with Lee Shu- 
bert and Sam Gerson. Will likely 
open with ‘Wind and Rain’ as the 
initial production. 


Omaha Playhouse Ends 
Season Without Loss 


Omaha, May 14. 

Omaha Community Playhouse is 
presenting “Three Cornered Moon’ for 
six performances beginning Friday 
(11), excluding a Sunday show, as 
the season's finale. This closes the 
most successful season in three 
years, and leaves the company with- 
out a deficit, as the year’s produc- 
tion netted an even break. 

Outstanding success of the year 
was Ibsen’s ‘A Doll’s House.’ Sup- 
port of the classic here and re- 
ported successes of classics else- 
where has led the board to deter- 
mine upon a program of interna- 
tional classics for next season. Pro- 
ductions will include- one each of 
Italian, Hungarian, French, Eng- 
lish and American classics with 
Moliere, Molnar, Shaw and Barrie 
some of the authors from which 
the scripts will be chosen. This, 
in addition to a musical, an orig- 
inal, a current success and a re- 
vival, will most likely comprise the 
season. 























New Hedgerow Piece 


Philadelphia, May 74. 
Hedgerow theatre in Rose Valley 
will present the 104th play ef its 

ever-growing repertory this week. 
It is ‘Let the Punishment Fit the 
Crime,’ Italian farce by Gian Cs vo 
and Arturo Rossato, Has been pop- 
uler in Italian repertory programs 





Since 1929. 


Out of Town Reviews 
THE ONLY GIRL 
Philadelphia, May 11. 

Eighteen years is a long time in 
the theatre and that lapse of time 
makes the current production of 
Victor Herbert's musical play, ‘The 
here, almost a new show instead of 
Only Girl,’ at the Forrest theatre 
the usual hackneyed revival. 

Play, presented here at popular 
price: ($1.50 top) by Lawrence 
Shubert Lawrence, won rave notices 
on its score and the usual equivocal 
comments concerning Henry Blos- 
som's book. Some day, somebody 
will find a good book for a Victor 
Herbert show and that will make 
the revival task much easier. 

Robert Halliday, Bettina Hall, 
George Meader, Betzi Beaton, Billy 
Taylor, Robert Emmett Keane, 
Richard Keen and Dorothy Dare 
have the principal roles. First two 
named play the romantic leads with 

Halliday showing to much greater 
advantage than Miss Hall, who 
| doesn't seem to have worked her 
way into the heroine's role as yet. 
Meader, cast as the butler, has 
practically no chance to display his 
swell, Metro >olitan Opera Com- 
pany voice. Miss Beaton has one 
number, ‘I Should Always Go to 
Parties All Alone’ which went over 
with a bang at the opening. 

Big song hit of the show is still 
‘You're Away, waltz which is 
plenty reprised. ‘Here’s the Land 
We Love Boys,’ ‘You're the Only 
One For Me,’ ‘The Compact,’ and 
‘I Paused, I Looked, I Fell’ are 
other crackerjack tunes, 

Plot, based on the straight farce 
called ‘Our Wives’ by Frank Man- 
del, is stilted and sickish. It con- 
cerns a young composer (female) 
who lives in the flat above a 
librettist who has many amours. 
Some, mild suggestions of sex (but 
very mild). and the usual farcical 
mix-ups. 

R. H. Burnside staged this revival 
and did as good a job as possible 
with worn material. However, the 
Herbert melodies, and among them 
some of his best, help hold up the 
whole thing and make it a good 
evening's entertainment. Waters. 


THE DRUNKARD 


(Coast Road Company) 
San Francisco, May 10. 
The No. = show, out on the road 
while the original enters its sixtieth 
week at the Theatre Mart, Holly- 
wood, opened big in the grill room 
of the exclusive Palace Hotel here, 
and looks te get its full quota of 
business during the week. Pro- 
duced by Presten Shobe and Galt 
Bell, and directed by the latter, the 
carbon company acquitted itself 
commendably before the well filled 
dining room, class audience, many 
of them dressed, falling into the 
spirit of the broad performance, 
and booing, cheering, hissing, etc. 
Many of the cast are drawn from 
ex-ranks of the Carmel, Stanford 
and other little theatres, Peggy 
Cenverse, among them, standing out 
as the heroine. Vallejo Gantner as 
the villain, Klyde Kraft as the 
hero, and June de Roche as the 
mother were also topnotchers. Re- 
mainder of the cast included Fred 
Cady, John Carter, Conie Clampett, 
Charles Rice and Nestor Paiva. 
After the show there was an olio 
that featured Marie Duval, a so- 
prano, who worked straight and 
a la the Barnum era, clicking so 
well in each that she was easily the 
night’s hit. Neeley Edwards m.c.’d, 
and the old time vaude team of Rice 
and Cady mopped up with their 
old routine and the Schnitzelbank 
song. Community singing of all 
the hoary numbers wound up with 
the house one of the most en- 
thusiastic ever seen in Frisco. 
There was plenty good, cold beer 
and fresh pretzels included for the 
tap of $1.65, and Palace is due to 
come out of the deal with some 
good publicity and exploitation at 
least. Bock. 





Murder at Crossroads 


Portland, Ore., May 14. 
Walter Siegfeid and his crew of 
thespians from Seattle took over 
the American theatre with a melo- 


drama entitled ‘Murder at the 
Crossroads’ and infused new life 
into the old joint. Hilarity was 


cumulative as more and more bar- 
rels of beer were opened and poured 
into the receptive throats of the 
customers. - 

Play, which was the least im- 
portant part of the occasion, is a 
western, to judge from the cos- 
tumes. Dick Frazier easily tops the 
cast as Richard Barrington, also 
known as Dick Scott, the hero of 
this burlesque melodrama. He 
played it for all its melodramatie 
value, with flowery speech 
overdrawn gestures that, time after 
tii _, brought cheers and thunder- 
ous applause from the crowd that 
jammed the showhouse. His char- 
acterization is really worth seeing 

Miss Blakley and J. Lytton 
Mexican roles, the former @s the 
wife of the heco, married in a weak 
moment after he had come poke = 
disappointed in love in the FE: 
Too, she is the crafty girl who le ts 
her husband assume blame for the 
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Plays 0 on 


I, MYSELF 


Drama in three acts. Presented at the 
Mansfield May 9 by Malcolm IL. Pearson 
and Donald E. Baruch. Written by Adelyn 
Bushnell. Staged a Charles Hopkins. 
Annette Trent.... .Eleanor King 





Alice Trent. oesee0+ Reg rina Wallace 
Arthur Han lon Saccene cu cdmund MacDonald 
eave. BERSGM, os0scsecocacres Frank Wilcox 
SE i dacs toocein Charles Trowbridge 
Harry Stimpson. ...s.cecs> Harry M. Coole 
meet GSR cv ccaceceees ».Walter Baldwin 
BRGTOGS, a cvrccecesecacsess William Bonelli 
MT 0246666 66660065 6¢00008unl Larry Bolton 
CE 3s Lk ieupeheus.® Robert J. Mulligan 
Ceeee SPOR i vsvecocavetded Warren Trent 
Squinty Anderson........... Frank Roberts 
Sn SEER 62 cee sees Sevesesene David Bern 
PET POON Se Frank Verigun 
Osgood Williams......cceces-: Martin Howe 
ees  BEMOEPOREIG. ccvccccecces David Hughes 
PS 65 54 04 Dinwsedztece’ William David 

Two young men of financial sub- 
stance enter’ show business with 


this, a play much too serious to 
attain popularity even were it bet- 
ter written. 


‘Myself is anything but a spring 
revel, and the tail-end of the season 
is no time for stories so funereal. 
Idea of a dead man coming back 
to his family an invisible person 
has been used on the stage before, 
as has the idea of humans who have 
passed into the beyond performing 
much as though alive; as, for in- 
stance, in ‘Outward Bound.’ Fan- 
tasy angle of the play probably 
brought in Charles Hopkins to di- 
rect, that being his flair. 

Bill Trent is. a middle-aged New 
England attorney with maturing 
son and daughter. Being a failure, 
he feels that his wife and children 
would be better off if he dies leavy- 
ing an insurance poli¢y for 50G’s. 
Down and outér:asks for food and 
tells the sad-story of his: }wife in 
Scranton, about to become a moather. 
Unwilling to commit suicide, Trent 
virtually forces Stimpson, the tramp, 
to shoot him, giving the man money 
so that he can return to the sick 
mate. Deed.is carefully planned, 
but the district attorney accuses the 
widow. 

Trent, in tow of another ghostly 
ex-service man who suicided in the 
trenches, is present during the 
funeral, which consumes the second 
act, and the pair are still around 
when the d, a. has the wife confess 
in order to shield the daughter, who 
is in a delicate condition. 

Ghost is able to advise his widow 
on answering of questions, but real- 
izes his death has gotten the family 
into trouble instead of helping. 
After the confession Stimpson ar- 
rives to declare that he did the 
shooting. That guy's wife had died 
in childbirth and he cares little 
about what happens. Ghost Trent 
had been unable to save his widow, 
yet the story ends with him saying 
he has qualified to serve in that 
great courtroom in the beyond. 

Third act is best, because there is 
some spirited dialog during the in- 
vestigation. Second act, with its 
burial proceedings, singing of hymns 
by a quartet, and the intoning of 
the minister is not easy to take as 
Stage fare. 

Charles Trowbridge, as the man 
who dies and comes back, and Re- 
gina Wallace as his wife, do their 
best with this heavy story, with 
other participants okay, too, but it 
all seemed a thankless task. 

Title is taken from a line in 
‘Omar Khayyam’ ending with ‘I 
Myself am Heav’'n and Hell.’ 

Ibee. 


EVERY THURSDAY 


Comedy 
Royale, 





in three acts presented 
N. Y., May 10, 


at the 
: by Wee & Leven- 
thal. Written by Doty Herbert; Queenie 
Smith starred; Leon Janney featured: 
Staged by Theodore Viehman. 

Mr. Thomas Clark.......... George Carleton 
Mrs. Thomas Clark..............¢ Ann Dere 
Ns 40454 oxbad0ns bbe Cwesack Queenie Smith 
lg” Dh 5. Sa: Leon Janney 
ere. MN: «oak 66.64506 <0 < Tucker McGuire 
Eh, SD «F6006es tu0% 0 Frederick Forrester 
a Se ree Peete Jack Adams 
go eee eee Povovedesees Sheila Trent 





Mild little comedy played in one 
set and a short cast, ‘Every Thurs- 
day’ is patently presented to operate 
at light grosses. Cut rates should 
get it by for perhaps two months. 

Wee & Leventhal are the pre- 
senters, firm being specialists in 
what is called rotary stock. Road 
rights for some shows not toured 
from Broadway are purchased and 
economically shown in seven spots 
on the eastern coast. Firm also oc- 
casionally puts on new shows, and 

very Thursday’ is one, coming to 
New York after playing around the 
stock wheel, 

Doty Herbert, whose 
bred’ was used by W. 
programed author of ‘Thursday.’ 
Day of the opening here Francis 
Verdi appeared claiming it was his 
story. There was a reported a; 


‘Thorough- 
& L., is the 





eree- 
ment to split royalties, to prevent 
a court restraining order. 
‘Thursday’ is better on 
anee than playwrighting. 
There is Queenie Smith, f rmerly 
f dancing note in musical comedy 
and vaudeville She makes Sadie, 
who comes to the 
town Clark home to clean 
Thursday, an appealing little 
erson. Sadie is ungrammatical, but 
she has traits of a thoroue rhbred, 
Ciaderella- ish without such com- 
penention. 


perform- 


small 
every 


n Broadway 





Sadie and Raymond, the adolescent 
Clark boy—which, in the end, dis-~ 
sipated ‘as Py hg nothing ever 


happened.’ Sadie knows he is just 
a boy but the it day she had her for- 
tune told by a machine which 
told her weight. 


also 
The card gave the 
right poundage and on the other 
side it stated a man would come 
into her life—she wasn't sure about 
that until the lad became affec- 
tionate. Sadie and Ferguson, chauf- 
feur for the understanding friend of 
the family Dr. Adams, are to _be 
married, doc giving them a cottage 
for a wedding gift. Scene supposed 
to supply spice has Raymond bring- 
ing a prostie to the house when the 
parents are away. 

In support of Miss Smith is Leon 
Janney, featured as Raymond. 
Sheila Trent plays the scarlet one 
and the elder parts are taken care 
of well enough, but it is Miss Smith 
who gives the show a chance. 

Ibee. 


THE MILKY WAY 


Farce comedy in three acts. Presented at 





the Cort May 8 by Sidney Harmon and 
James R..Uliman. Written by Lynn Root 
and Harry Clork Staged by William W. 
Schorr. 
NN 46.5 hiatheks 04 ckd be tetia William Foran 
Anne Westley..... naees as eee Gladys George 
Gabby Sloan. baled cue -Leo Donnelly 
Speed McFailand....... 0.20. ‘Brian Donlevy 
Furleight Sullivan.......... Hugh O'Connell 
i NES 6 cee en v6 68 + wre Emil Lowry 
Eh «4 o'6 ceeds 460-64: 6b ob vee bl John Brown 
Wil ard Edward, Emerson 
MEG SUUNN( d65c5060 060000 Bernard Pathe 
_ As..a..prizefighter comedy ‘The 
Milky Way,’ also known as ‘Cheese 
Champ,’ primarily aims for laughs. 


It delivers moderately, and a fairish 
engagement should result. 

But the new farce is not. a con- 
tender for the record of ‘Is Zat So.’ 
It is too spotty. Presentation was 
made with an eye to production 
economy, Show has the, merit of 
springing a number of telling lines, 
mostly late in the performance, 
some cracks being bawdy though 
perhaps native to the atmosphere. 
Still, there are too many G. D.’s for 
the average playgoer’s taste. 

Reports that the play is biograph- 
ical of Mickey Walker are not sub- 
stantiated, although there are rela- 
tive incidents. Speed McFarland of 
the story is middleweight champion, 
so was Mickey. Speed is kayoed 
outside the ring and so was Mickey, 
but the ‘incidents are dissimilar. 
Speed has a wily, sure-thing man- 
ager, Gabby Sloan, who, however, 
seemed a far cry from Doc Kearns. 

Story idea is comic, having to do 
with Burleigh Sullivan, a milkman, 
whose sister is cigaret girl in a Jer- 
sey roadhouse. Speed wanted to 
ake her home, but Burleigh wouldn't 
stand for that. When he interfered, 
the fighter’s trainer, Spider, swung, 
Burleigh ducked, and Speed was 


knocked __ cold. Speed also had 
swung, with the result that Spider, 
too, went out. 


Papers carry the story that the 
champ was upset by an unknown 
and Burleigh calls at Speed's flat 
to explain how it all happened and 
how he, being essentially a ducker, 
eluded the socks thrown at him, 
Gabby is all steamed up about the 
affair, but gets the bright idea of 
making a fighter out of the milk- 
man. That mild fellow is hard to 
convince, but Gabby's blond girl 
friend, Anne, is a fixer, and Bur- 
leigh’s sister, Mae, who now likes 
Speed, is assured that he won't get 
hurt. ° 

Gabby fixes a match for Madison 
Square Garden, and sure enough 
Burleigh wins with a wild wallop 
in the first round. Right off Gabby 
takes him on a six-week tour of set- 
ups. Fight fans are so engrossed 
watching Burleigh duck that they 
don’t notice the unknown’s crude- 
ness. The scheming manager sells 
his contract to a Milwaukee society 
man so that Burleigh can be 
matched with Speed for the title at 
the Yankee Stadium. 

Everything is primed for a clean- 
up, and the match is held—reported 
by radio to the audience. To the 
amazement of Gabby’s camp, Bur- 
leigh wins by an 18-second kKnock- 
out. Speed launched a left hook. 
Burleigh ducked and, as he straight- 
ened up, butted the champion on the 
chin, and they had to drag him to 
his corner. . 

Yarn is plenty screwy and ot the 
least of its improbabilities is the 
victory of the phoney fighter by 
butting the champ on the chin. That 
should call for disqualification and 
the win would go to the other way 
on a foul. However, it is farcial 
and the authors used rubber license 
in the writing. 


A dise record made by those two 
boys, Sam Taube and Angelo [Pa- 
langi, who plugged a pop price hat 
on the radio when airing the 
Carnera-Loughran fight at Miami 
this winter is used for the ether 
rcecount of the show's bout. 

Development of Burleigh Sullivan 
as played by Hugh O'Connell is akin 
to that in ‘Once in a Lifetime’— 
irom a complete sap he turns out @ 
near-hero. O’Connell is the right 
choice for the part. 

Leo Donnelly as. the nervous 
Gabby injects the most action, and 
he injected much enervy irto the 





Play has sex—an affair between 


(Continued on page 66) 
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Equity’s Youth Faction to Meet; Faces 
Battle on Its Proposed Amendments 


Young group in Equity, which 


named six candidates for the Coun- 
ceil recently, will hold a general 
meeting at the Union Church Hall, 
in W. 48th street, N. Y., Wednesday 
night (16). Purpose of the session 
is to hear reports frem committees 
appointed some time ago to offer 


suggestions on strengthening the 
group. 
Group denies that it is opposed 


to Equity’s present leaders. Appar- 
ently satisfied with its progress so 
far, it was stated that there is no 
plan to write in additional choices 
of its own on Equity’s ballot for 
councillors. 

Several meetings with Frank Gill- 
more ironed out some of the differ- 
ences over the four amendments to 
Equity’s constitution, which will be 
voted on June 1. Equity leaders, 
however, will contest two of the 
group’s proposed amendments, and 
will offer an alternative for still a 
third amendment. 

Amendment which would give the 
general membership the right to 
amend the by-laws, calls for a de- 
cision by a two-thirds vote at the 


annual meeting. Group wants a 
majority vote to decide, with 
Equity’s officers opposing that 
change. 


Equity will fight the group’s plan 
to have the general membership ap- 
point all nine members of the nom- 
ination committee. Its alternative 
amendment counters the group’s 
proposal to permit members in ar- 
rears of dues for not more than one 
year the right to vote. Equity would 
permit such delinquents the right to 
attend meetings, but without the 
privilege of voting. 


IATSE TO INVADE 
SUMMER THEATRES 


it is claimed that the national 
stage hands body (1.A.T.S.E.) aims 
to invade the summer theatre field, 
looking to the rural show shops to 
aid its unemployment problem. Del- 
egates have approached managers 
of the country houses, stating that 
the revised legit code will embrace 
summer show activities. 

Code revision has not been com- 
pleted, but when Washington was 
queried the reply was that rural 
summer theatres would remain out- 
side the code. At the recent open 
hearings showmen and authors told 
deputy administrator William P. 
Farnsworth that the country show 
shops are usually non-profit proj- 
ects and mostly experimental thea- 
tres which should not come within 
commercial theatre regulations. 

Stage hands’ delegate asked the 
manager of a Long Island summer 
theatre to install a crew of five men, 
each to be paid $30 weekly. House 
gives four performances weekly, 
Management saying the receipts are 
80 limited that it could not operate 
if saddled with a $150 stage hands’ 
bill. 

Actors in this spot play co-opera- 
tively, which is true of most other 
summer theatres. In some instances 
little more than the board bill goes 
to the players. Only know summer 
theatre employing union stage hands 
is at Westport, Conn. House is the 
best grosser of the summer stands, 
drawing a virtual metropolitan au- 
dience. Usually youngsters ambi- 
tious to be stage directors and de- 
signers handle the backstage assign- 
ments, working co-operatively with 
the actors. 











Little Worries 


Hollywood, May 14. 

California little theatre pro- 
ducers are generally in a state 
of anxiety during rehearsal and 
production for fear cast princi- 
pals will walk out on them for 
picture jobs. The little theatre 
players are unpaid and chiefly 
work in hope of getting a pic- 
ture break. This happens fre- 
quently. 

‘Bella Donna,’ with Theda 
Bara, which opens May 21 at 
the Little theatre, Beverly 
Hills, started rehearsals four 
times and on each occasion 
with an almost new group. 
Casting directors and agents 
had grabbed off all likely 
talent. ‘Thirty Thousand to 
Go,’ at the Hollytown, was 
also forced to-close for a week 
when doing good business, as 
three principals left for film 
spots. 











Muir Gets a Legacy, 
W&L Get Their Coin, 
Equity Gets a Case 


Charges against Gavin Muir will 
probably be considered by Equity’s 
Council today, case against him 
having been pending since Febru- 
ary. Actor was ordered to repay 
$200 which he insisted that Wee & 
Leventhal pay him before going on 
in the final performance of ‘Dan- 
gerous Corner’ at Washington. 
When Muir demurred he was tem- 
porarily suspended and advised 
that, until the money was given 
back, the case would not be dis- 
posed of. 

Actor claimed it would embarrass 
him to pay back the coin, but re- 
cently he came into an inheritance, 
bequest coming from an aunt who 
died in Scotland. An Aberdeen bar- 
rister formally advised Muir of her 
death, stating that he was willed 
a grandfather’s clock which had 
been in the family for generations. 
Muir was disappointed but, later, 
the lawyer sent word that he would 
also receive the residuary estate, 
value not known. It appears now 
that a considerable sum is held in 
trust for Muir, but he received a 
cash settlement also. 

With a fresh b.r., Muir refunded 
on the ‘Corner’ matter. 

Show’s road tour ended at the 
capital but a stock company play- 
ing ‘Corner’ also under W. & L. 
management opened in Philadel- 





later. 


GOV'T EXPANDS 
LEGIT PROJECT 


CWA Gratis Drama to Be 
Sent to Civilian Concen- 
tration Camps—Used 
Now in New York Area 
Camps, Schools, and Sing 
Sing 


1,750 LIKELY SPOTS 





Gratis legit shows under the aegis 
of the government’s Civil Works 
Administration may become nation- 
wide, supplying much more summer 
employment to players than rural 
show shops could possibly offer. 
Dozen shows operated by the CWA 
in New York’s high schools and 
Civilian Concentration Camps com- 
paratively close to the metropolis 
furnish the basis of the plan to ex- 
pand the federal drama project. 

There are 1,750 CCC camps from 
coast to coast. Problem of furnish- 
ing diversion to a majority of these 
groups is believed solved by expan- 
sion of the drama department. It 
is now certain that the free shows 
will continue in New York through 
the summer, however. 

Decision on whether to turn the 
CWA shows into a national drama 
project is expected to be made this 
week. For the specific purpose of 
demonstrating the merit of the 
shows ‘The Patsy’ will go to Wash- 
ington, Thursday (17), and a per- 
formance will be given at the Na- 
tional Press Club to an audience 
consisting of national CCC admin- 
istrators. Same play was especially 
performed before CCC heads in New 
York after which the shows were 
routed into the Bear Mountain 
camps. 


Aid to Theatre 


Should the drama project be ex- 
panded as now indicated it would be 
a response from the government 
to the various appeals to aid the 
theatre financially. CWA. officials 
have expressed the opinion that the 
free shows are making citizens the- 
atre-minded — developing potential 
playgoers despite the fact that most 
of those who attend the perform- 
ances are unable to pay admissions 
at this time. 

In addition to performances in 
school auditoriums, three circuits of 
four days each are being covered 
in the Bear Mountain and upper 
Ffudson camps. Performances are 
given from Monday to Thursday, 
inclusive, Fridays, being booked at 
Sing Sing, prison having been 


added last week. 


Other institutions will be added 
CWA heads state that dur- 


phia. Muir contended it was not 

stock and sought additional money|ing the summer there will be 
in lieu of notice. He held the cur-j|ten circuits through New York 
tain for 25 minutes and it was that| state. Transportation is supplied 


action which resulted in ‘the man- 
agement filing charges. Actor 
claims that $200 is due him for 
extra Sunday performances during 
the tour, also that W. & L. agreed 
to double his salary every week the 
show played to a profit. 


WILSON TO N. Y. WITH 
LUNT-FONTANNE PLAY 


London, May 5. 
John C. Wilson, who is producing 
shows here in association with Noel 
Coward and Alfred Lunt, has left 
for New York to produce ‘Laura 
Garnett,’ an English play, written 











McGowan-Henderson’s 
Musical with Richman 


| 

Jack McGowan and Ray He ‘thels | 
| 

} 


| 
| 
£0n will produce a musical of their 
©Wn writing in early fall. It’s ten- 
tatively titled ‘And So Are You,’ and 
will star Harry Richman. 

Ted Koehler is writing the lyrics 


to Henderson’s music and MeGow- 
&n’s book. 


day night. 


by Leslie and Sewell Stokes. 
Lunt and Fontanne will probably 


be in the cast. 





Pasadena Revivals 
Pasadena, May 14. 
Players will revive 
two weeks 


Community 





exclusively by welfare 
Only needy persons will be admit- 


comes in. 


anchor in 
month 


free by 
here 


pi oy ided 


by army cars and buses, each camp 
sending the players to the follow- 
ing ‘stand.’ 


When schools close for the sum- 
mer, the shows, too, will be given 


outdoors in New York City’s parks, 


portable stages being built, which 


will be traveled as trailers hauled 
by trucks. 


Because of some criti- 
cism by Broadway managers that 
the CWA dramas tend to injure 
regular theatre attendance, tickets 
for the free shows will be handled 
agencies. 


ted, and one ticket will be good for 


an entire family. 


CWA shows will probably also be 
played aboard ships when the fleet 
Greatest assembly of 
naval craft ever grouped on 

coast is due to drop 
the Hudson late this 


a, 
the Atlantic 





Milwaukee, May 14. 
Open air operettas will be offered 
the Milwaukee park board 
summer, despite objec- 
men that such } 


; 
| 
; 
| 


this 


Shaw's ‘Saint Joan’ for tions from theatre 

starting tomorrow (15). programs will harm the show busi- | 
Barrie’s ‘The Little Minister’ | ness. 

wound up two weeks last Satnr- In the past the park board ha 


free outdoor concerts in, 
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Cynical Lady 


Day after the rumpus over 


the Pulitzer prizes a little old 


lady appeared at the Broad- 
hurst b. o. and wanted a pair 
of seats for ‘Men in White.’ 


She insisted they must be in 
the center of the house, and 
cashier reassured her. 

“All right,” she said. “Though 
I don’t know why I should be- 


lieve you. Anyone who can 
steal the Pulitzer prize can't 
possibly tell the truth about 


other things.’ 


Omaha Goes Critical; 
Pans Eva Le Gallienne 
Troupe as Inartistic 














Omaha, May 14. 

Director Bernard Szold, of the 
Community Playhouse, is the butt 
of an attack staged by his clients 
after he had advised them to see 
Eva Le Gallienne in her production 
of ‘The Master Builder’ in a one- 
night stand here. 

Legit company proved a disap- 
pointment, local clique of drama 
lovers feeling it was not a polished 
performance. As a result they point 
the finger at Szold as an authority 
whose word they took, not caring 
a bit about the rest of the country, 
where in almost all cases Miss Le 
Gallienne met with acclaim. 

Szold has explained that he had 
not seen the actual presentation of 
‘Builder, but that it was not too 
much to expect the company to 
present a top-notch performance. 

Omaha Drama League, sponsors 
of the production, have definitely 
announced they will not take a re- 
peat on Le Gallienne at any time. 


FAGAN FILES CHARGES 
VS. HELEN MORGAN 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Charges that Helen Morgan was 


unruly during rehearsals and re- 
fused direction have been filed with 
Charles Miller, Coast rep of Actors 
Equity by Myron C. Fagan, produ- 
cer of ‘Memory,’ which closed at 
the Biltmore Saturday night (12) 
after six days, according to Arthur 
William Green, attorney for Fagan. 

Green alleged two dress rehearsals 
had to be called off due to Miss 
Morgan. Actress’ attorney filed an 
answer to charges with Miller, and 
in view of an anticipated arbitra- 
tion Miller refused to make the al- 
legations public. 











Williams’ 2 Plays 

Charlie Williams, screen actor- 
author, is back on Broadway with 
two legit plays. His ‘You’re On 
Next’ has been optioned by Gene 
Buck. 

Joe Gaites (Shubert) is interested 
in the other play, ‘The Social Lion.’ 
Both co-authored by Williams with 
Marcy Klauber. 





the various parks during the sum- 
mer but never before has attempted 
any other entertainment. Operettas 
will be presented by the Interna- 
tional Opera Chorus, which is charg- 
ing only actual operating costs for 
the presentations. 

Due to a cut in appropriations for 





outdoor concerts this year, only 11 
instead of 15 will be given. The city 
has appropriated $4,000 and limits 
|} all concerts to Milwaukee musi- 
cians. 

In addition to the concerts, publie 
dances will be offered in four parks 
during the summer. The music pro- 

ram starts July 4 and closes Labor 
Day. 


‘ 


Farnsworth Says Compromise Set, 


With Code Action Due This Week 


= 


Washington, May 14. 

Final action on legit code re- 
visions is anticipated this week as 
an outcome of high-pressure at- 
tempts to reach compromises on key 
points at issue. 

Denying any intention of imposing 
NRA ideas, Deputy Williarn P. 
“‘arnsworth Saturday (12) said that 
satisfactory progress had been 
made in straightening out ticket 
troubles and that a workablé plan 
embodying features of three alter- 
native schemes will be submitted 
to the Code Authority late this 
week for approval. Details of the 
final draft were not revealed. 

Changes in composition of the 
Code Authority look likely, although 
certain details have to be ironed 
out and labor won around. Re- 
vision probably will give equal rep- 
resentation to manageérs and labor 
and provide for settlement of all 
matters by a majority vote. Pres- 
ent arrangement, which requires 
submission of all divided votes to 
Washington is out. 

Idea doesn’t get a very big hand 
from the unions, who fear they will 
lose if numerical proportions are 
altered, but the NRA slant is that 
labor will gain because of the pos- 
sibility of speedier action by in- 





dustry alone, instead of protracted 
delays and ultimate settlement by 
the government. 

CA setup probably will include 
provision for representation for 
stock operators whenever matters 
pertaining to stock, directly or in- 
directly, come up. Will not restrict 
stock members to only those mat- 
ters of immediate concern, but will 
give them a chance to voice opin- 
ions and exercise weight in subjects 
such as royalties, tickets, competi- 
tion, picture rights, and assorted 
phases of the business. 

Throw-away and cut-rate issues 
remain in the air, but headway has 
been made toward getting a more 
satisfactory provision. Revision 
will not bar these types of ducats 
entirely but will hedge them about 
with conditions designed to protect 
consumers, and do away with the 
use of deceptive pasteboards. 

Details of labor mediation also 
are unsettled, due to illness of the 
labor advisory board member who 
has been handling this situation. 
Scheme in rough form calls for a 
series of regional boards with equal 
membership for managers and 
workers to handle scraps over 
working conditions, contracts and 
related topics. 


HAYES, MERIVALE OUT, 
BUT ‘MARY’ CONTINUES 


‘Mary of Scotland,’ Alvin, N. Y., 
Theatre Guild’s best grosser this 
season, will hold over into the sum- 
mer with some cast changes, al- 
though last three weeks of the en- 
gagement was announced. Margalo 
Gillmore and Stanley Ridges will 
replace Helen Hayes and Philip 
Merivale on June 4. 

Show’s pace averaged $24,000 for 
the first four months and it topped 
Broadway's dramas until ‘Dods- 
worth’ opened. Recently, takings 
approximated $20,000 weekly, show 
holding up despite general theatre 
decline since the first of May. For 
the final three weeks of the Hayes- 
Merivale appearance there will be 
an extra matinee weekly. After- 
noon performances have uniformly 
drawn capacity. 

Miss Hayes and Merivale will re- 
join ‘Mary’ in the fall, show being 
extensively booked to tour with the 
name leads. 





Rogers in Hollywood 
Hollywood, May 14. 
El Capitan lights up Monday (22) 





after being dark two weeks, with 
Will Rogers in Henry Duffy’s pro- 
duction of ‘Ah, Wilderness.’ 
Limited engagement, here, follow- 
ing three weeks in San Francisco, 
calls for Rogers to do seven night 
shows and a Saturday mat each 


b week. 
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Cheer’ 22 Gs; ‘Roberta’ $15,000, as 
Seasons Worst Week Hits Bway 








With attendance nose-diving along 
Broadway, the May slump continues 
and last week was regarded as ‘the 
worst’ of the season. Additional 
closings Saturday (12) jumped the 
total to 10 departures, inclusive of 
several revivals. 

Despite the slump, however, show- 


men are hopeful of a lively sum- 


mer. Optimism is based on gen- 
eral indications, with hotel oper- 
ators similarly impressed. Latter 


look for the best summer since the 
depression started, backed up by 
advance reservations. Influx to 
New York expected to begin with 
the arrival of America’s naval ar- 
mada, due on the Hudson in two 
weeks. 

Musicals were wailoped harder 
than straight shows. ‘As Thousands 
Cheer’ dipped to $22,000, with its 
Saturday night strength being a 
life-saver. ‘Follies’ was reported 
way off and expectations of hold- 


ing over into summer dimmed. 
‘Roberta’ claimed no more than 
$15,000. 


New low gross fiarks were gen- 
eral, with ‘Dodsworth’ and ‘Mary 
of Scotland’ the leading exceptions. 
‘She Loves Me Not’ slipped down 
to $12,000, while other early suc- 
cesses nearly touched bottom, such 
as ‘Sailor Beware’ with takings 
around $6,000. 

Last week’s quartet of pre- 
mieres unfolded one likely winner 
in ‘The Milky Way,’ Cort. New 
laugh show figures as moderate 
money winner. Got about $7,000 in 
seven performances. ‘These Two,’ 
touted good thing, drew adverse 
notices and was yanked at the 
Miller; ‘I Myself’ is doubtful at the 
Mansfield, while ‘Every Thursday’ 
is strictly for cut rates. Added 
closings Saturday were ‘The Wind 
and The Rain,’ Ritz and ‘Love 
Kills,’ Forrest. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Ah, Wilderness,” Guild (33rd 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Affected in 
@®ay decline like most. others; 
around $7,000. 

‘Are You Decent?’ Ambassador 
(5th week) (C-1,166-$3.30). Prin- 
cipally dependent on cut rates; 


small cost one-setter able to get by 
at less than $3,000. 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Music Box 
(33rd week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Slipped 


markedly first half last week; 
finished well for claimed gross of 
22,000. 


‘Come What May,’ Plymouth (1st 
week) (C-1,036-$3.30). Presented by 
Hal Skelly; written by Richard 
Flournoy; opens tonight (15). 

‘Dodsworth,’ Shubert (12th week) 
(CD-1,387-$3.30). Advance sale pro- 
tected dramatic leader = against 
slump; claimed pace of $22,000 last 
week. 

‘Every Thursday,’ (Royale (2d 
week) (C-900-$2.75). Opened late 
last week drawing tepid mention; 
indications are for limited grosses. 

‘Follies,’ Winter Garden (20th 
week) (R-1,483-$4.40). No excep- 
tion; receding attendance dropped 
takings to lowest mark _— since 
opened; estimated under $18,000; re- 
ported likely to fold. 

‘Il, Myself,’ Mansfield (2a week) 
(D-1,097-$2.75). Opened last Wed- 
nesday; most notices unfavorable; 
chances of serious play doubtful. 

‘Invitation to Murder,’ Masque (1st 
week) (D-789-$3.30). Presented by 
Ben Stein; written by Rufus King: 
strong cast for meller opening 
Thursday (17). 

‘Jig Saw,’ Barrymore (3rd week) 
(C-1,096-$3.30). Business last week 
looked okay in face of general slug- 
gishness; takings claimed around 
$10,000, well above the subscription 
level. 

‘Love Kills’, Forrest. Withdrawn 
Saturday: less than two weeks to 
hopeless business. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Alvin (25th 
week) (D-1,387-$3.30). Final weeks 
with name leads (Helen Hayes, 
Philip Merivale) provides strength 
to draw; extra matinee added for 
balance of month; quoted over 
$19.000. 

‘Men in White,’ Broadhurst (34th 


week) (D-1,118-$2.75). Pulitzer 
prize winner somewhat benefited by 
publicity, takings going to around 
$12,500. 


‘Moor Born,’ Playhouse (7th week) 
(D-896-$3.30). Eased off to about 
$6.000; betters even break at that 
pace; Bronte play getting limited 
class draw. 

‘New Faces,’ Fulton (10th week) 
(R-900-$3,30). Little revue slipped 
to $6,000 last week: about breaks 
even; expectant of holding over into 
summer. however. 

‘No More Ladies,’ Morosco (17th 


week) (C-$2.75). Class comedy 
holding up to profitable business 
with last week’s gross claimed 


around $10,000. 

‘Roberta,’ New Amsterdam (26th 
week) (M-1,717-$3.30). Dived like 
other musicals last week; quoted 


ia aa 


around $15,000; lowest mark since 
early weeks. 

‘Sailor Beware,’ Lyceum (33rd 
week) (C-923-$3.30). Took it on 


chin; around $6,000 last week; low- 
est mark of engagement. 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ 46th St. (30th 
week) (C-1,413-$3.30). Slump play- 
ing few favorites; comedy leader 
slipped to $12,000; lowest gross since 
opening; even break. 

‘The Milky Way,’ Cort (2nd week) 
(C-1,059-$2.75). Mostly excellent no- 
tices drawn by new laugh show; es- 
timated around $7,000 in seven per- 


fformances. 


‘The Shining Hour,’ Booth (14th 
week) (D-708-$3.30). Imported 
drama slipped down to around $5,000 
mark; doubtful after this month. 
‘The Wind and the Rain,’ Ritz. 
Added to Saturday’s heavy outgoing 
card; played 15 weeks to moderate 
coin. 


‘These Two,’ Miller. Taken off 
Saturday; adverse notices; one 
week, 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 48th St. (24th 


week) (D-969-$3.30). Eased off, too, 
last week, but not as much as most 
others; slightly under $8,000, which 
is good here. 

Other Attractions 
‘Stevedore,’ Civic Rep. theatre; 
independent attraction doing very 
well on 14th street. 

‘The Drunkard,’ American Music 
Hall; melodrama and beer in old 
church drawing excellent business. 
‘Bitter Sweet,’ 44th Street; re- 
vival; ‘The Only Girl’ due next week. 
‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ St. 
James; withdrawn Saturday; may 
try road. 

Gilbert and Sullivan revivals, Ma- 
jestic; ‘Pinafore’ and ‘Trial by 
Jury,’ current. 

‘The Lady from the Sea,’ Little; 
revival, withdraw Saturday. 

Grand Opera, Hippodrome; scaled 
at 99 cents top. 


‘MAN’ SURPRISE 
PHILLY FLOP, 
$5,000 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

Last week's two shows didn’t help 
Philly's legit situation to any great 
extent. 

Surprising thing was sharp nose- 
dive of ‘The Second Man’ at the 
Broad. This one had had a very 
big week--tepping most of the biz 
in this cut-rate house—and was 
figured to do even better in its sec- 


ond week because the Erlanger 
would be closed and the Forrest 








open only half the time. Instead, 
all by itself, ‘The Second Man’ 
skidded to a scant $5,000. Upstairs 


trade was very, very weak. 

Revival of the Victor Herbert 
opera, ‘The Only Girl’ won consid- 
erable attention Thursday § night 
(10), but chances for this produc- 
tion to stay the hoped-for two and 
a half weeks at the Forrest are con- 
sidered dubious. Notices, as usual, 
lauded the score and panned the 
book. Trade the first part of this 
week will decide the question of 
further continuance. ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
is definitely announced for the May 
21 but if ‘The Only Girl’ is an ac- 
tual flop idea of popular-priced 
operettas to extend into the sum- 
mer may be given up. 

The Erlanger relights today (14) 
with a return of ‘Biography’ for its 
third local engagement. ‘The Wind 
and the Rain’ is the Broad attrac- 


tion. Latter stays only a week, to 
be followed by ‘Big Hearted Her- 
bert,’ which is figured for some 


dough because of local following of 
Cecil Lean and Cleo Mayfield. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Only Girl’ (Forrest). Opened 
Thursday and got almost $6,000 in 
four performances. Continuance 
beyond this week in doubt. 

‘The Second Man’ (Broad, 24 
week). Flopped surprisingly after 
fine first week. Scant $5,000 de- 
spite lack of opposition. ‘Wind and 
the Rain’ this week. 


Anglin’s Chi Show 





Chicago, May 14. 

Margaret Anglin is set to come 
into the Blackstone here on June 4 
with a play labeled ‘Fresh Fields.’ 
Cast is being assembled in New 
York. 

Lee Filmore, Miss Anglin’s per- 
sonal rep, is understood to be 
handling the casting and booking 
details. 


Hampden 186 Boston 


Boston, May 14. 

Walter Hampden'’s week at the 
Colonial was the swellest legit week 
here in moons, grossing $18,000. 
With his departure that house 
shuts up for the season. Two new 
plays come in tonight, Conrad 
Nagel and Violet Heming in ‘The 
S:.ining Hour’ at the Plymouth, and 
‘The Green Bay Tree’ at the Hollis. 

Former should do well, as both 
Nagel and Miss Heming have big 
followings in the Hub... Last fall 
Conrad was fairly mobbed by fans 
during his long stay at the Shu- 
bert in ‘First Apple.’ 


L.A. Choosy; Nixes 
‘Love Me Not’ and 
Morgan's ‘Memory 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Three legits functioning in town 
last week fared mildly, with ‘She 
Loves Me Not,’ bowing out Saturday 
night at the Belasco, after two and 
one-half weeks of discouraging biz. 
Only new arrival was Myron Fa- 
gan’s production of-‘Memory,’ fea- 
turing Helen Morgan in her first 
dramatic part. Initial week proved 
unsatisfactory, both from standpoint 
of production as well as response 
at the box. Closed Saturday. 
‘Shim Sham Revue,’ with Jack 
Osterman prominently featured, has 
apparently caught on at the Music 
Box and second week’s take showed 
a substantial jump over the first 
stanza. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Memory,’ Biltmore (lst week) 
(CD-1,656-$2.20). Figured for a 
smash prior to opening, this Helen 
Morgan dramatic opus failed to get 
away well. Numerous theatre par- 
ties, in compliment to the torcher, 
helped the take, but $8,000 not too 
healthy. Rain six days. 

-*She Loves Me Not,’ Belasco (3rd- 
final week) (C-1,103-$2.20). Just 
couldn’t click here, despite its New 
York rep, which apparently doesn’t 
mean a thing out here. Weak cast 
also blamed for lack of interest. 
Final seven days little better than 
$5,000, which means plenty head- 
ache. 

‘Shim Sham Revue,’ Music Box 
(2nd week) (R-965-$1.65). Only 
show in town that has been pulling 
down consistent pl-udit~. Got off to 
a bad start, but the word spread 
gradually and now looks as though 
Producer Moe Morton is in for a 
run. Second week jumped nicely to 
around $2,800, with considerable 
nibbling on the advance. 


FLORENCE REED $4,400 
AT FORD’S, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, May 14. 

Charles Emerson Cook Players 
scooped a sound $4,400 from ‘Thor- 
oughbred’ at 85c top at Ford’s last 
week. Fact that Florence Reed read 
the regal role considerably hypoed 
the take as the star invariably does 
on Baltimore bulwarks. 

Currently, Miss Reed is leading 
the stock troupe’s lineup in ‘Her 
Master’s Voice.’ That will sound 
taps for the Cook coterie this sea- 
son locally. 

House is not definitely set, but a 
deal appears certain that will send 
Cook to Chicago with Miss Reed in 
‘Thoroughbred’ and will attempt a 
summer run at $1.50 top. Company 
other than the current resident one 
will be mustered for the Chi trv. 


Future Plays 


‘And So Are You,’ musical 
produced by Ray Henderson 























to be 
and 


Jack MacGowan in August. Harry 
Richman starred. 

‘Sinecure,’ play by Alfred L. 
Golden, is listed for try-out by 


Harry L. Cort and Charles Abram- 
son. Author has two other plays 
being considered. 


W&L Fold Newark 


New Haven, May 14. 

Wee & Leventhal’s pop price pol- 
icy at the Shubert folded Sat. (12), 
after seven weeks. Starting with a 
couple of red weeks, policy built to 
satisfactory grosses, although no 
fortunes were made. 

House goes dark till May 24, when 
former policy is revived, with Kath- 
arine Cornell in for three davs at 
$2.75 top. 





Loop Legit Waiting for Expo Bell: 
Herbert’ $3,300: Bordeaux, ‘Hour’ Out 





R. M’LAUGHLIN’S NEW 
STOCK CO. FOR CLEVE. 


Cleveland, May 14. 

Robert McLaughlin, stock pro- 
ducer here for nearly twenty years, 
is returning to the field again by tak- 
ing over Loew’s Ohio and launching 
a season May 26 with stock, ‘Dinner 
at Eight.’ 

Deal has been hanging fire for 
nearly a month due to insistence of 
Loew’s New York office and H. M. 
Addison, its local rep, on a guaran- 
tee for a three and one-half-year 
optional lease of house. 

Dr. Charles E. Briggs, wealthy 
surgeon and father of Jean Briggs, 
local actress, is reported to be chief 
figure in the new company financing 
the venture. 

Originally McLaughlin planned to 

build a rep theatre of his own, with 
an adjoining English tap room and 
night club, but idea was abandoned 
because of lease troubles and differ- 
ences among backers. 
It will be his first production in 
two years, since the time McLaugh- 
lin retired from producing with Sam 
Manheim to become entertainment 
director for city’s public Auditorium. 
House will have a $1 top, with 
George Fox as stage director and 
Russell Harris as treasurer. ‘Din- 
ner at Eight,’ first play, will be fol- 
lowed by Conrad Nagel and Violet 
Heming in ‘Shining Hour’ and a 
rotating guest star policy for suc- 
ceeding shows. 


ROGERS $25,000 
ON 2D WEEK, 
FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 14. 

Although Will Rogers knocked the 
box office for a loop on his first week 
in ‘Ah, Wilderness’ at the Curran 
with slightly under $24,000 on the 
stanza, his current and second week 
closing tonight (14) looks good for 
more than that. 
Take on the second week prob- 
ably will be close to $25,000, which 
is virtual capacity for the house at 
$2.75 top. 

Another house with a $2.75 top is 
the Columbia, with Olsen and John- 
son in ‘Take a Chance.’ Comics 
opened lightly in a blaze of hot 
weather over the week-end, but, 
aided by good newspaper treatment, 
they blossomed out a bit as the days 
went on, and week and the engage- 
ment will wind up with about $7,500, 
okay, though not big. “The Drunk- 
ard’ is getting class customers at 
the Palace Hotel for $1.65, including 
plenty of beer, and week’s take will 
be good. 

Molly Picon is coming into the 
Tivoli for a couple of days in a 
Yiddish play; ‘Men in White’ is on 
the cards for the Curran, following 
Rogers, but otherwise the calendar 
is fairly clean. 














Murder at Crossroads 
(Continued from page 62) 


murder of Jose Villa (Lytton), the 
menace, in the belief that he is pro- 
tecting the girl he loves, the East- 
ern miss from whom he had parted 
due to a misunderstanding and who 
had come to visit the owners of the 
ranch of which he is employed. 

Dorothy Miller is attractive as an- 
other Mexica. girl and Ralph Welch, 
Jack Cassidy and Dick Taylor 
cause welcome laughs as cowboys. 
Warren Coffeen, as the rancher, is 
also comical and Ada Daniels as 
his wife is buxomly satisfactory. 
Grace Fields, as the Eastern girl, 
lacks a voice of sufficient power to 
overcome the noise, which is prev- 
alent as ever, and the public ad- 
dress system, installed to help out 
the actors, failed to function to the 
best of advantage, making it diffi- 
cult to follow her words. Dick 
Lackaye completed the cast as the 
sheriff, a bit part. 

Play was enlivened, or at least 
interrupted, by inter-act numbers, 
which the bibulous audience took 
good-naturedly, even to singing the 
17 songs on the advertisinz cur- 
tain, 

New company is in for an indef- 
inite stay and, inasmuch as willing 
customers with money in their 
hands were turned away from the 
opening performance, the tenure is 





likely to be long and joyous. 


a 





Chicago, May 14 
‘All the world is waiting for the 
sunrise’, That's the theme song not 
only of legit and the rest of show 
business but also of the entire ter- 


ritory known to the Chamber of 
Commerce as Chicagoland. Sun- 
rise is dated to occur on May 26, 
when President Roosevelt presses a 
button and the second edition of 
the World's Fair opens with a huz- 
zah and a couple of hotchas. 

Town has slowed down percep- 
tibly for the lull preceding the Fair, 
Shows are quiet and managers are 
all waiting for the Fair date before 
getting under way with new pieces, 
Four plays are scheduled to get go- 
ing in the week immediately fol- 
lowing the opening of the Fair, 
Margaret Anglin is due at the 
Blackstone on June 4 in ‘Fresh 
Fields’; Horace Sistare is readying 
‘IT Loved You Wednesday’ for the 
Studebaker; Fritz Blocki and 
Charlie Niggemeyer are set for 
‘The Dashing Widow’ about June 1 
and Jack deForest is in conference 
with the Shuberts for a stock try 
at the Harris on June 4. 

‘Richard of Bordeaux’ is the out- 
stancing click of the 1933-34 legit 
season in Chicago. Coming into 
town for a short fortnight under the 
American Theatre Society auspices 
the show held over three successive 
weeks and will clear out of town 
after a wallopping five-week stay. 

‘Shining Hour’ quit Chicago after 
six so-so weeks and skipped to Bos- 
ton. ‘Master’s Voice’ comes into the 
Selwyn to replace on May 27 under 
the same Max Gordon banner and 
with Blanche Ring in the lead. 

Estimates or Last Week 

‘All the King’s Horses’, Grand 
(M-1,207; $3.30) (1st week). Opens 
tomorrow (15). Advance fair. 

‘Affections Ltd.’, Studebaker (C- 
1,250; $1.50) (5th and final week). 
Slated to fold this Saturday (19), 
Business opened badly on a mistake 
in admission scaling and has never 
recovered sufficiently to make it 
worthwhile. ‘I Loved You Wednes- 
day’ scheduled to replace on May 
21. Under $2,000 at present. 

‘Big Hearted Herbert’, Cort (C- 
1,100; $1.50) (3rd week). Fell off 
somewhat last week to $3,300 but 
has nothing to worry about, with 
the trade starting to stream in 
steadily. Set for a run which will 
probably not vary more than a cou- 
ple of C’s on either side of $3,000. 

‘Richard of Bordeaux’, Erlanger 
(D-1,318; $2.75) (5th and final 
week). Closes this Saturday (18) 
after an excellent money stay. On 
pace was the best thing of the cur- 
rent season. Over $11,000 last week 
and hardly less in the cards for the 
final session. 

‘Shining Hour’, Selwyn (D-1,200. 
Closed here on Saturday (12) after 
six up-and-down weeks. Hit as 
high as $8,000 and as low as $4,000. 
Goes to Boston for opening today 
(14). ‘Her Master’s Voice’ with 
Blanche Ring arrives here on May 
37. 





Current Road Shows 


Week Ending May 20 
‘Affections, Ltd.,’ Studebaker, Chi- 





cago. 
‘Ah, Wilderness,” Curran, San 
Francisco. 

‘All the King’s Horses,’ Grand 


O. H., Chicago. 


‘Beyond Bengal’ (film), Shubert, 
Cincinnati. 

‘Big-Hearted Herbert,’ Cort, Chi- 
cago. 


‘Her Master’s Voice,’ Ford’s, Bal- 
timore. 

Katharine Cornell Repertory, Er- 
langer, Duffalo, 14-15-16; Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto, 17-18-19. 

‘Memory,’ Biltmore, J.os Angeles. 

Molly Picon Repertory, Cass, De- 
troit, 13; Blackstone, Chicago, 14-20. 

‘Richard of Bordeaux,’ Erlanger, 
Chicago. 

‘Shim Sham Revue,’ Music Box, 
L. A. 


‘Take a Chance,’ Columbia, San 
Francisco. 

‘The Shining Hour,’ Plymouth, 
Boston. 


Walter Hampder Repertory, Shu- 
bert, Newark. 

*‘Yoshe Kalb,’ English, Indianapo- 
lis, 14: Emory, Cincinnati, 15; Hart- 
man, Columbus, 16. 





SAUGERTIES SUMMER STOCK 


Albany, May 14. 
A summer theatre is under con- 
struction at the Schoentag estate 
in Saugerties. It has been named 
the Matoaka Manor theatre. 
Dorothy Deer-horn and her drama 
repertory players will open the sea- 





son after the building has been come 
pleted. 
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Hyde A Gannett Exec Modernity Hits Quais ‘ | < 
Cameron w. Hyde has been ap- Paris quais are no longer the | R S ll | Book Reviews 
inted executive editor in charge | mecca for bargain hunters in rare | est e ers | 
of the Albany Knickerbocker Press | books that they used to be, but | ee 
and Evening News, Gannett twins. | items of contemporary literary in- | F A Mature Fitzgerald 
But 32 years old, Hyde started with | terest turn up there every once in Best Sellers for the week ending May 12, as reported by the | Probably the. most underesti- 
the Press as an office boy. Until |a while. American News Co., Inc. secshaih ditentibinai: eiitihdes inet Wide 
bis new appointment he had been Leigh Hoffman, one of the leading | Fiction litzgerald, despite the fact that his 
managing editor of the News. : expatriate scribblers, has a look at | ‘Anthony Adverse’ ($3.00) .......ccccececcceccecs: By Hervey Allen a Qn a wat -™ % t h 
Allen Eddy continues as editorial the world’s most famous second- | ive Silver Daughters’ ($2.50) ....ccecceccocsees .By Louis Golding ee a Soe oo oe 
Jack Andrews has wee hand stalls from time to time, and ‘Seven Gothic Tales’ ($2.50) .........000:: .. By Isak Dinesen of the teading fictioncers. Not gen- 
ed from the ve ig ey recently picked up a flock of. books ‘Tender Is the Night’ ($2.50) .......ccceee. .By F. Seott Fitzgerald | erally realized that his writing, of 
sports ag aig + sain bs ates dedicated to Ludwig Lewisohn, who ‘Oppermans, The’ ($2.50) .......¢- dia ican ie echel By Lion Feuchtwanger fall current Americans, will most 
while a * ins Aas be a yee is sailing for America after years|] ‘Private Worlds’ ($2.50) Bat OE By Phyllis Bottome || likely live as truly representative 
years aS dimes-Union sports editor. | of residence here and apparently age of his era. 
t Wood, from the Troy Record, | ;;.,,; eaeg ’ Non-Fiction 
Ar ° : ’| liquidated part of his library before : . ww : Fitzgerald is not ‘as prolific as 
fis the new night state editor of the breaking up housekeeping While Rome Burns’ (62.75) ....2.ceesese: By Alexander Woollcott some writers His newest book 
Also a oashine of v 1 , ‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink endian te en cee’ cin ar os, 
Purchase of The Saratogian by Read ken, {| ‘Nijinsky’ ($3.75) shes nt5'0 4059 Suen UN By Romola Nijinsky 2.50). is ag Ne gee sacle. 
t Company, Inc., gives that | °°ribed to the late John Reed keep || 41 it. Begins at Forty’ ($1.50 By Walter B. Pitkin se), te only his fourth. It & 
Gannet a . ~, | bobbing up. This apparently is due goon org <i 5 ge ileal eta tata bake Hiss cad s setinceoe more mature than either ‘The Great 
corporation, headed by Frank E. to current difficulties of Louise Bry Pee Deere, Te GIG) ak 6iseccsvbedaweevs By Unofficial Observer Gatsby,’ or ‘This Side of Paradise.’ 
Canadian-born publisher, | , 4 Sache wihew ama iin aienean ‘Robber Barons’ ($3.00) ......ccceccsececse: By Matthew Josephson which is as it should be. It’s not 
18 newspapers, fifteen of which are ife il : that Fitzgerald is growing up, but 
i N York State | Wife of Bill Bullitt, admassador to 
printed in upper New York State Russia, who is struggling along . eee 5 _| the world he lives in, and thus his 
, Mag Prices to Jump William P. Rodgers, 67, former 


communities. It is the second 
addition made to the Gannett string 


this year, the first being that of 
the Danville (@l.) Commercial 
News. 


Gannett bought The Saratogian 
from Mrs. Joh. K. Walbridge, 
widow of the founder, who died 
guddenly in his office last August. 





Novelists Aliso Get Re-editing 

Scribblers for both stage and 
acreen, who have to contend with a 
great deal of rewriting and fixing 
of their works even after their ac- 
ceptance, frequently express envy 
of the fiction writers, who seemingly 
have nothing like this to face. 

Actually, however, as much re- 
writing and alteration goes on in 
the offices of the book publishers 
as in those of the play of film pro- 
ducers. Idea that a work of fiction 
goes into print exactly as originally 
written is due to the fact that the 
true condition is somehow never 
publicized. 

It’s a fact that practically every 
first novel is worked over plenty 
by its publisher before being put on 
the press. And there are instances 
of novelists with many published 
books to their credit whose every 
new work gets a going over. 





Ferber’s Italian Tome 

Finishing a picture engagement 
at Metro, Nat Ferber has started 
writing a book based on careers of 
prominent New Yorkers of Italian 
descent. Italian government is sub- 
sidizing the Hearst writer for this 
job. 
Book will deal chiefly with Judge 
Salvatore Cotillo, one of New York’s 
first important legisaltors of Italian 
lineage. Ferdinand Pecora is aiso 
due for a chapter. 

Farrar and Rhinehart will pub- 
Nish the volume in June. Same 
house brings out Ferber’s ‘Happy 
Jew’ last of this month. 





Story Mag Lands 9 

Nine short stories from the past 
year’s editions of Story Magazine 
have been picked by Edwin J. 
O’Brien for his ‘Best Short Stories 
of 1934.’ Book is due late this sum- 
mer. 

Story, which began in 1931, had 
four short stories that year in the 
1931 O’Brien book. In 1932 they pub- 
lished seven yarns which made the 
grade, and in 1933, six. The nine 
this year sets a record for any mag- 
azine’s representation in O’Brien’s 
annual collection. 

Houghton, Mifflin publishes the 
O’Brien book. 





Shively, Carrick Move 

Two editorial changes among as 
many book houscs are due. George 
Shively, who for the past seven 
years was the New York editorial 
representative for Bobbs-Merrill, 
goes to Frederick Stokes in an im- 
portant capacity. 

Shively will be succeeded at the 
Bobbs-Merrill offices by Lynn Car- 
rick, who quits a similar post with 
Putnam’s. Carrick moves over June 
1, with no successor to him at Put- 
nam’s named as yet. 





Harry L. Pangborn Passes 

Harry L. Pangborn, 64, book re- 
viewer and former editor of Web- 
ster’s Dictionary, died of cancer of 
the throat at his home in West 
Caldwell, N. J., May 8. He had con- 
tributed book reviews to the N. Y. 
Times and Herald Tribune, and also 
had been an editor on the Newark 
Daily Advertiser. 

Survived by a. wife, 
daughter. 


son and 





Lewton Finales Tome 

Val Lewton, who quit Metro to 
devote all his time to writing, has 
finished ‘Head of the House’ for 
Vanguard, 

In addition to doing novels, Lew- 
ton is writing for the mags, but 

mostly on order, 


among the last Left Bank American 
survivors. 





McFadden, Fawcett Competish 

Grouping of five of the Fawcett 
mags into what is known as the 
Fawcett Women’s Group, has had a 
response from the nearest Fawcett 
competitor, Macfadden. The Mac- 
fadden publications, formerly known 
as the Romance Group, have been 
given a quick change in name to 
the Women’s Group. 

Competish between the two is as 
close as the similarity in names. 
Fawcett, with five mags, Hollywood, 
True Confessions, Radioland, Screen 
Play and Screen Book, claims a cir- 
culation of 1,500,000 copies. Macfad- 
den, also with five periodicals, True 
Romances, True Experiences, Dream 
World, Movie Mirror and Radio 
Mirror, also claims 1,500,000 copies 
sold. 





Ace Continues 
Instead of scrapping Ace High 
Magazine, as reported, Dell has de- 
cided to continue the mag. How- 


ever, it’s to appear every other 
month, instead of monthly. If 
warranting, it will go back to 


monthly publication. 

Ace High is one of the Clayton 
mags acquired by Dell when the 
Clayton properties were put on the 
auction block. 





Razz Sheet in Syracuse 

Syracuse has a new weekly sheet, 
dubbed the Saturday Night Bugle. 
Proprietorship and editorship not 
revealed, but is said to rest with G. 
Carlton Brown, former executive 
secretary to Mayor Rolland B. Mar- 
vin. 

It’s a tabloid, running to gossip 
and caustic razzberries, and selling 
for a dime. 





Lowell Thomas, Editor 
Lowell Thomas, in addition to his 
numerous other literary activities, 
is now a mag editor. Editing Saga, 

published by Albert Buranelli. 
Mag, a large-siged pulp, under- 
stood to use reprints of adventure 
stuff, both fiction and actual-ac- 
count. Publication will be monthly. 





True Crime Stuff 

George C. Johnson and Jay P. 
Cleveland have formed a new pub- 
lishing company under the name of 
Artvision. Initial effort is a mag 
called the American Detective Mag- 
azine. 

Carries true-fact accounts of im- 
portant crimes, all of it staff-writ- 
ten. Hugh Layne cditing the new 
periodical. 





Kraemer’s New Job 

Urban Kraemer, former business 
manager of Baltimore Post, Scripps- 
Howard sheet, which was recently 
peddled to Hearst and absorbed, has 
been appointed prexy and biz mer. 
of the Youngstown Telegram by 
S-H, succeeding John T. Watters. 





New Radio Mag 

Detroit to get a new locality radio 
mag soon, to be known as the 
Broadcast News. 

Publishers are a former theatre 
exhibitor, Elliott S. Kinney, at one 
time with Allied Theatres of Michi- 
gan, and George O. Hackett. 





Another Pinchon Novel 

Edgcumb Pinchon, author of the 
novel ‘Viva Villa,’ has sold another 
to William Morrow & Co. for fall 
publication. Novel is only half 
finished. 

William Morrow has also optioned 
Pinchon’s next two efforts. 





Prose by Ruth Donnelly 
Ruth Donnelly is writing a novel 
based on her career as an actress. 
Calls it ‘Tripping Along.’ 
Miss Donnelly has had a book of 





}poetry published. 


While prompt action by the book 
publishers against certain clauses of 
the graphic arts code averted a rise 
in book prices, mag publishers did 
not stand up against the threatened 
danger. Hence, the certainty of a 
rise in mag prices all along the line. 

A number of chain publishers 
have already put price rises into 
effect. Street & Smith has upped 
the price of some of its ten- 
centers. Standard Magazines is 
considering a price rise on at least 
six of its eight publications. 

Since the sales price is the most 
important, and in many cases the 
sole means of revenue to the pulps, 
their existence is figured on that 
basis. 





Burman’s Re-‘Mississippi’ 

Ben Lucien Burman is in Holly- 
wood writing another novel around 
the Mississippi river. He says he 
has no desire to do film work, al- 
though a previous story of his, 
‘Mississippi,’ was bought by Uni- 
versal. 

He will stay on the Coast for the 
summer and is scheduled for a lec- 
ture tour through the middle west 
in the fall. 





Eleanore Griffin Selis Tales 


Eleanore Griffin, who started as a 
fan mag writer, has sold two more 
short stories. One, the yarn of a 
child film star, was bought by De- 
lineator, and McLean’s took the 
other. 

Miss Griffin is the wife of Neville 
Reay, Paramount press agent. 





Chatter 

The Nelson Doubledays back from 
Europe. 

Katharine Brush going to South 
America. 

Louis Adamic back from that 
lecture tour. 

Edith Olivier to do a biog of some- 
body or other. 

Nancy Hoyt doing a biog of her 
sister, Elinor Wylie. 

Second printing for ‘Journey to 
the End of the Night.’ 

Jerry McQuade, N. Y. mag. pub- 
lisher, is on the Coast. 

‘Men Never Know’ is the title of 
Vicki Baum’s next novel. 

Wallace Smith iecovering in Hol- 
lywood from a broken leg. 

American Spectator now quar- 
tered with the Tower mags. 

Eric Hatch starts a series o- short 
stories in the June Red Book. 

Lloyd Birkin, British publisher, 
in New York te see what’s what. 

Preston Moore, writer from Pa- 
peete, Tahiti, is ogling Hollywood. 

Alan Villiers has finished those 
two books and goes abroad shortly. 

John Strachey c.ming to New 
York for a lecture tour—but not till 
1935. 

Sheila Gaye-Smith will come over 
in the fall for her first visit to this 
country. 

Max Miller back to San Diego 
with a contract for three more books 
for Dutton. 

Richard Aldington almost fin- 
ished with his new novel, ‘Women 
Must Work.’ 

Albert Payson Terhune guest of 
honor at Stern’s last Friday at a 
special tea. 

Farrar & Rinehart has the first 
novel of Dale Eunson, who is Rupert 
Hughes’ pal, 

The novel on which Thornton Wil- 
der is now working is about a trav- 
eling salesman, 

Isak Dinesen, author of ‘Seven 
Gothic Tales,’ is really the Baroness 
Blixen, of Denmark. 

Elissa Landi’s fourth novel, “The 
Ancestor,’ will be published in June 
by Doubleday-Doran. 

Herbert Gorman left London for 
Paris. He'll spend the summer 
working in Normandy. 

John O’Hara, of The New Yorker, 





court, Brace will publish. 


feature writer for New York World, 
died in Springfield, ©., lay 8. 

Newton Brunson, of Yuma, Ariz., 
who does a colyum on the Arizona 
Sentinel, looking over Hollywood. 

William H. Hewitt, publisher of 
the Courrier des Etats Unis, New 
York French daily, off to visit Paris. 

Hervey Allen will start a new 
novel when he gets back to Mary- 
land. Has been wintering in Flor- 
ida 

Rian James’ newest novel, ‘Young 
Lady in White,’ in the hands of Al- 
fred King. To be published late in 
July. 

Doris Denbow has joined the 
Fawcett Publications office in Holly- 
wood to work out biz ties for fan 
mags. 

Elsie Finn, pic writer for N. Y. 
Post, Philadelphia Record and Cam- 
den Courier, on the Coast gleaning 





material. 

Caroline Miller and Tyler Dennett, 
two of the Pulitzer Prize winners, 
were partied by their respective 
publishers. 

Harold Scarborough, London rep 
of the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, back 
to his post after a couple weeks in 
New York. 

Thomas Mann coming over for his 
first visit next month. Alfred A. 
Knopf planning a dinner to intro- 
duce him formally. 

Harcourt, Brace has lost John 
Preston to the John Day Company. 
And James Hilton goes from Mor- 
row to Little, Brown. 

Thomas Mann’s new novel, ‘Jo- 
seph and His Brothers,’ will be 
brought out by Knopf, June 6, Dr. 
Mann’s 56th birthday. 

George Lewys, the femme scrib- 
bler who sued Eugene O’Neill for 
plagiarism, but to no success, dis- 
charged from bankruptcy. 

‘Tin Soldiers,’ West Point novel 
by Robert Wohlforth, will be re- 
leased by King June 12, date of the 
West Point commencement. 

Bobbs-Merrill’s publication party 
for Helen Worden’s book, ‘Round 
Manhattan’s Rim, took the form of 
a tugboat trip around Manhattan. 

Publishing biz gets funnier all the 
time. Catherine McNelis, Tower 
mag head, feted the literary agents, 
instead of the other way around. 

Best-selling play in book form in 
some years, with the exception of 
the Eugene O’Neill plays, is Max- 
well Anderson’s ‘Mary of Scot- 
land.’ 

DuBoise Heyward working on a 
novel now that he’s finished the li- 
bretto for his ‘Porgy,’ which will be 
an opera with George Gershwin 
music. 

After selling over a million copies, 
Lillian EHichler’s ‘Book of Etiquette’ 
is going into a revised edition. 
Made necessary by the fact that the 
original had nothing about liquor. 

New class women’s mag for 
metropolitan distribution only is in 
preparation and will make its in- 
itial appearance this summer. Is 
to be known as the New York 
Woman. 


Dept. Store Show 








(Continued from page 1) 
who are familiar to vaude in their 
jungle life act. Here they were 
made up in monkey and cannibal 
outfit. They perform comedy con- 
tortions. 

Show runs around 45 minutes, 
which means that the performance 
is regulation theatre time, too. 

Show is placed in Hearn’s the- 
atre. Small stage with four large 
arc lights suspended from the ceil- 


ing. It, in every essence, is remind- 
ful of old-time drop-in tourist 
shows, except that customers can 


sit at Hearn’s. 

Same theatre is used for Hearn’s 
broadcasting hour over WHN s0 
that place has a p.a. system, but it’s 





has written his first novel and Har- 


not a perfect one. Ventilation is 
another problem, although a me- 
chanical contrivance for this pur- 
pose is fixed under the ceiling 
Shan. 


characters, are growing up. They're 
not sheenly sophisticated any 
longer; they're just a bit tired, with 
some pretty gruesome and down- 
to-earth life under the hotcha sur- 
face. 

The story of Dick, brilliant 
doctor who married a psychopathic 
case which blunted his career and 
eventually ruined his life, is not a 
pleasant one. Too sordid for film- 
ization, but it will probably be a 
best seller and go up on the shelves 
as a classic of Americana. 





Belated Best Seller 
Almost overnight a book written 
85 years ago has leaped into the 
best seller class, with orders for 
40,000 copies before its release date, 
largely through the tremendous ad- 
vertising given through two news- 


paper syndications. 

It is Charles Dickens’ ‘The Life of 
Our Lord’ (Simon & Schuster, $1.75), 
which was written for his own chil- 
dren, and by his direction withheld 
from publication until the last of 
his progeny had passed on. The 
death of Sir Henry Dickens last 
winter droped the bars. 

The simple, almost colloquial, story 
of the New Testament has been 
read by millions of newspaper read- 
ers, and seems destined to find a 
permanent niche in juvenile litera- 
ture. To older persons it possesses 
the appeal of simplicity and sincer- 
ity 

For the permanent covers Simon 
& Schuster have published two edi- 
tions, one at a popular price, de- 
signed by Ernst Reichl, and a lime 
ited edition planned by Updike, of 
the Merrymount Press, to sell for 
$10. The latter is a collector’s item, 
but the popular version has been 
done with a care that makes it no- 
table if merely as an example of 
book manufacture. A special an- 
tique paper, and a chaste binding 
in the style of the mid-Victorian pe- 
riod, give the volume the appear- 
ance of belonging to the era in 
which it was written, which ‘lends 
itself admirably to the subject mat- 
ter. The typography matches the 





treatment to make an harmonious 
unit. Quite apart from its subject 
matter, it is a volume to be treas- 
ured for its excellence of manufac- 
ture. 





Cantwell Just Misses 
Robert Cantwell’s second novel is 
‘The Land of Plenty (Farrar & 
Rinehart; $2.50), a fine piece of 


work which {s vaguely unsatisfac- 
tory. But it is a book not easily 
forgotten. 

It’s the story of a strike in a 
mid-western factory. The lights go 
out during the night, a simple thing 
like that, and the incident results 
in a heartless and bloody industrial 
war, with many wounded and some 
killed. Cantwell tells his story 
through the medium of his various 
characters, switching from the eyes 
of one to another and back. It’s 
well told and realistic, and one be- 
comes quickly aware of the fact 
that nobody ig much to blame for 
the terrible things that happen, 
each in his own province, and from 
his own special standpoint, being 
right. But the book shoots off into 
space at the end, leaving the feel- 
ing of ‘What happens now? Kk 
isn’t quite complete enough. 





Stephani’s Experiences 
Although Frederick Stephani ts 
now a Hollywood script writer, 
there’s not much about pictures in 
his ‘My Candle Burns,’ (Maccauley, 


$2.50), a more or kess biographical 
sketch of the writer’s post-war exz- 
periences. 

Good stuff, and vividly told, but 
still unimportant save as a side-~- 
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t means Dean and Joyce and Peggy 
Goin Places Lee. Peggy Lee dances first in é omen 
; aquamarine taffeta leotards with 
‘ tiny deeper-colored chiffon godets . 
By Cecelia Ager that reveal a long expanse of white By The Skirt 
flanks more alluring when sheathed 
in her second costume, a white — 
Dimpled ‘Cheaters’ magic of making its reigning beau-| satin princesse gown. The bounc- The Best Dressed Woman of the Week: 
When ‘Cheaters’ has run_ its/ties chic little personages. It re-| ingly acrobatic miss of Dean and CONSTANCE CUMMINGS 
s , , alizes that Miss Sidney’s hair must] Joyce is admirably concerned with ROX 
se y is going 2 ’ ; ) ; : OXY) 
course, nobody is going to on be massed in a definite line, whether|the fresh appearance of her little ( 
enough to deny that June Collyer/ in a banged, old-fashioned hairdress | gancing costumes; one is white crepe : 
really has a fine lot of dimples.|/or in an Empress Josephine ar-| with red checked taffeta scarf and Nice Clothes 
There may be those around who'll| rangement of high — = oe cuffs, the other is made of apple ‘Glamour’ is the picture at the Roxy this week. Constance Cum- 
‘ ae . But its couturiers are tim abo reen satin. 
maintain that mae comes hard] 4. overing a silhouette as distinc- . mings starts off as a chorus girl, is hurled into stardom shortly after 
to her, even in ‘Cheaters,’ and/tive as the lead given them by its and at least has revised the line met only too often in pictures. Where 
there'll be those who'll argue that] hairdressers, and so the princess THE MILKY WAY others have said, ‘I'm going to have a baby’, this miss says ‘I want a 


her personality wants for a certain 
fire, but nobody can say that as a 
young lady with dimples she’s not 
a young lady with dimples. 

Nor can anybody complain that 
she wields a niggardly eye-pencil. 
In the beginning she’s a shabby, 
wrongfully convicted jailbird; she 


becomes, the cast exclaims, a 
ravishing, talented, exquisitely 
groomed beauty — but either way 


her lower eyelids are ringed with 
black, intended to enlarge her eyes, 
but which in fact only defines their 
actual boundaries. And in so doing 
it rigidly marks their limits. Nice 
enough eyes, pushed close together, 
and belittled by over-zealous use of 
eye-pencil, in the wrong direction. 

The hero, rehabilitating ex-con- 
vict Miss Collyer, takes her to a 
shop where the manikins model 
step-ins. Its fantastic nature thus 
established, it is not too surprising 
to see Miss Collyer leave the shop 
clad in an ankle length black and 
white street frock with a too-tiny 
off-the-face hat, holding a pair of 
silver foxes gingerly about her 
shoulders, perhaps in care not to 
wear them out. Miss Collyer plays 
tennis in slacks, rather well, for 
she’s sufficiently slim. She wears, 
too, a black velvet dinner dress 
with a white lace back, or maybe 
{t's a negligee. 

Dorothy Mackaill plays a slangy 
wife and belts her frocks char- 
acteristically at a low waistline. 
She pours tea in a dog-breeding 
Santa Barbara millionaire’s hacien- 
da® but the property man forgot 
sugar, cream and lemon, Maybe 
he likes his tea neat, 





Two Kinds 


‘The Crime Doctor’ acknowledges 
two kinds of women; the wife, 
Karen Morley, and the other kind, 
Judith Wood. 

The wife, an unhappy, throaty- 
voiced lady, spends a lot of money 
on her clothes but gets nowhere. 
Preoccupied with her marital prob- 
lems, she buys what her vendeuse 
has got to sell, anc winds up with 
a lot of fancy clothes worked with 
beads, sequins and odd necklines, 
and a batch of fancy hats with 
strangely jagged brims. One of Miss 
Morley’s hats has a plain brim; the 
becoming one. 

The wife, furthermore, is so dis- 
trait that she can’t put her mind 
to devising a becoming hairdress, 
but entrusts this important point 
to someone else who, it turns out, 
hasn't her best interests at heart, 
and sends her out into the cold 
world with unimaginatively waved 
tresses whose one virtue is their 
neatness, which is not the virtue 
that counts. There’s too much 
neatness about Miss Morley, any- 
way. That’s why the detail of her 
clothes does her in. She hasn’t the 
abandon to make their fanciness 
subjective; she yields to their in- 
sistence upon trimming. But once, 
in a trim tailored suit with a deep 
square collar of fox and a simple, 
dark blouse, she escapes trimming 
and shines herself, very smartly. 
So she has style, but is too noble 
to care. 

Judith Wood, the other’ kind, 
proves it with the badge—black lace 
chemise, lots of little blond curls 
bunched on top of her head. Miss 
Wood has a very fine figure, and 
little timidity about here. But since 
‘The Crime Doctor’ is set in its 
ways about the two kinds of women, 
Miss Wood soon dies the death of a 
dog. Too soon, the more tolerant 
audience will be inclined to think. 





Series of Coiffures 


Uncertain as to what sort of ac- 
cent bespeaks a princess of a myth- 
ical kingdom, but it’s sure that 
some sort of accént is essential. So 
Sylvia Sidney talks in a peculiar 
manner in ‘Thirty-Day Princess,’ 
meanwhile displaying a series of in- 
teresting and becoming coiffures. 

Miss Sidney looks very little and 
very appealing as the princess. The 
kingdom that spawns Miss Sidney 
is frightfully up in the art of the 
eoiffure, deplorably inept in the 


goes to receptions in trite white net, 
with ruffled peacock train or black, 
with a back T-strap decolletage of 
white gardenias. They thought up 
chenille dots on a dark sheer tai- 
lored frock with a little white turn- 
over collar, saw that it was good, 
and gave up. Though she’s a prin- 
cess, maybe there’s something about 
Miss Sidney’s own way with clothes 
that doesn’t inspire them. 





Epidemic of Boops 
All of a sudden the Four Betty 
Boop Girls become actresses, with 
individual names, individual dresses, 
individual specialties. It happens 
on the stage of the Paramount the- 
atre, where the suddenness of it all 
is terribly aparent. 
What do the girls behind the 
Betty Boop voice look like? Does 
the possession of a Betty Boop 
voice entail certain characteristics 
common to all Betty Boop voices? 
Well, yes and no. All Betty Boop 
Girls want to be cute, and about 
half of them succeed. Betty Boop 
Girls do not necessarily resemble 
Helen Kane. None of them under- 
stands motion picture makeup, 
gleaned from their newsreel clips. 
A quarter of them have chic, as 
established by the girl in the yellow 
lace dress and jacket, and the other 
quarter are cuddley and know how 
to make the most of it, as proved 
by the girl in the bois de rose taf- 
feta frock with the shaded net 
flounces, who also does imitations. 
Others are apt to wander away 
from the mike, moved by a frenzy 
of booping—witness the girl in the 
pale blue net—and most of them 
should not be allowed to use their 
own judgment about their stage 
costuming, as evinced by the girl in 
the carmine velvet jacket with 
printed white chiffon skirt, and the 
girl in the blue net again. And if 
Betty Boop Girls were dressed alike, 
that would be better still. 
Jane Moore, of Moore and Revel, 
wears black and white printed satin 
for her amusingly grotesque dance 
antics. Leah Ray looks’ very pretty 
and cool in white chiffon sprinkled 
with sequins, designed with a cape 
scarf thrown hig across her neck, 
and to show how conscientiously 
she takes her grooming—there’s a 
red bow in her hair to match her 
red bracelet. 





Ladies, Musicians and Costumes 


A gal band is no novelty to vaude, 
but a gal band that can play sweet, 
then play hot, then give out mighty 
forte flourishes, yet always remain a 
unit—a gal band that has learned to 
overcome the femme musical tend- 
ency to play with expression rather 
than with attack and tempo—that 
kind of a gal band is so novel it’s 
just never been—until Phil Spitalny 
understook to prove it could be. 
He's proving it this week at the 
State, where his thirty Musical 
Ladies are startling the customers 
with their skill, not as lady musi- 
cians, but as first-class musicians- 
never-mind-gende.. They’re femmes, 
but there’s nothing femmish about 
their interpretations except in their 
vocal harmonies and costumes. 
They stress their femininity in 
their uniforms, white embroidered 
lawn dresses with full ruffled shoul- 
ders piped in red; narrow red rib- 
bon belts with streamers to the hem 
of the skirts—that’s to make the 
plumper ones seem slim—and clus- 
ters of cherries at the V-necklines. 
Having thus made it clear that gal 
bands should never wear pajamas, 
because some lady musicians’ hips 
do not adapt themselves to pajamas, 
they devote themselves to the best 
possible rendition of their interest- 
ing arrangements, and, due to Mr. 
Spitalny’s guidance, achieve that 
best possible rendition. It must be 
because of his guidance, for it is not 
the way of thirty Musical Ladies, 
amongst them many soloists, to fall 
into line with an all-for-one aspira- 
tion ‘unless there’s someone at hand 
to sort of coax them. 
The State presents, 
Jones and Company, 


Dave 
latter 


too, 
which 
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part. He knows the fight game, so 
a great deal of his stuff is authentic. 
William Foran as the _ trainer, 
Spider, was also well cast. 

Brian Donlevy is Speed, the most 
horizontal champ ever on the stage. 
He has been in plenty of shows this 
season, but this time he has the best 
chance to stick around the same 
theatre for a while. Gladys George, 
on the road for some time, comes 
through as hardboiled Anne. Her 
line about the pot drew the best 
laugh of the premiere, which is 
something, despite its implication. 
Emily Lowry is the other well- 
chosen principal, playing Mae just 
about the way the authors intended 
—nice girl with a yen for home and 
babies. 

‘The Milky Way’ at least is in 
tune with the latter end of the sea- 
son, its irresponsibility adding to its 
sticking chances. Ibee. 


THESE TWO 


Drama in three acts presented at Henry 
Miller’s May 7 by Leslie J. Casey and 
James W. Liddle; written by Lionel Hale; 
staged by A. E., Matthews, 

Ween. BOWER. «cacccecses A. E. Matthews 
Miss Butterworth.....ce...-s- Hilda Spong 
Mr. Gregory..............-Edward Emery 
Simon More.....seeses++-Bramwell Fletcher 
Celia Desmond...eeee.e..+-.Helen Chandler 
Fay Carlile...ccccocccccccesess-Kay Strozzi 
Taxi DrivePr.ccecccccceess... Egbert Jones 








These new producers had what 
looked like the right set-up and first 
nighters were expectant of a click, 
only to have ‘These Two’ turn out 
another spring disappointment. 
Author is an Englishman, but the 
play was not publicly presented 
abroad. Claimed that one promi- 
nent Broadway manager had the 
rights, letting them go because of 
casting difficulties. Also _ that 
manager is considering another 
play or two by the same writer, 
Lionel Hale, 

Nevertheless the story did not 
seem well written, its ideas being 
muddled, with audience interest de- 
creasing as the play developed. At 
the premiere several mishaps of no 
great importance tended to mar the 
performance. Two British male 
leads, A. E. Matthews and Bramwell 
Fletcher, had attractive opposites 
in Helen Chandler and Kay Strozzi, 
so the fault lay in the play and not 
the playing. 

‘These Two’ has its young lovers 
starting off badly. Simon More is 
wholly in love with Celia Desmond 
but she has an open heart and is 
at the moment engrossed with an- 
other chap. They are to dine to- 
gether and he to propose marriage 
but she breaks the date. Several 
months later, during which time 
Simon pines around the flat, Celia 
comes to him in desperation—she 
is to have a baby—the other fellow 
being involved. 

Gallant Simon takes the slap 
rather placidly. He insists they wed 
pl.tonically and after the child ar- 
rives they can divorce. That is not 
the first stage situation of the kind, 
but the switches in their relations is 
puzzling. Infant dies at childbirth 
and thereafter Celia goes to nightly 
parties and dances, but without 
Simon, 

Within a year Celia realizes she 
has fallen in love with Simon. There 
is a tender scene, perhaps the most 
effective in the play, spoiled by a 
bedroom trek. In the six months 
that follow, Simon is promoted and 
is drawing an excellent salary. Celia 
is all devotion, perhaps too much 
so. Maybe that is why the young 
husband tires of her attentions and 
turns to Fay, who was the mistress 
of his best friend, Tom Rowlands. 
Tom had warned Simon not to fall 
for that type of woman and why 
he should seek extra-marital rela- 
tions so quickly is unexplainable be- 
cause the author carefully built up 
the man’s character and made it 
seem that Celia was the only woman 
in the world for him. Final scene 
has Simon exiting, saying that if it 
were not Fay it would be some one 
else and Celia is toying with a bot- 
tle of poison, suicide bent. 
Matthews directed the play with 
somé skill and also some errors. His 
own performance was generally 
smooth while Fletcher as the baf- 
fling Simon, Miss Chandler as Celia 
and Miss Strozzi in the less impor- 
tant part of Fay, give the show 
what charm it may have. It wasn’t 
their fault that the play resembled a 
sherry drinking tournament. Na- 
turally there was no stew stuff. 
New firm could have had better 
first night luck, but the result could 
hardly have been different with 
this play. Ibee. 
(Withdrawn Saturday (12); played 


baby’. 

She gets her wish. 

Miss Cummings wears some delightful One black dress 
trimmed with tiny buttons running up the sleeves over the shoulders 
gave her a peculiarly square look, but in a white spangled ballet dress 
Miss Cummings did look nice. A flowered watered silk evening gown 
had a flounce bottom. A street outfit was trimmed at the neck with 
mink, the same fur bordering the hat. A traveling frock was a dark 
material trimmed at the neck and down the front with a frilling of lace. 
A black wig was worn with a white evening gown. This gown was 
ruffled with black edging. A white wig enhanced a hooped costume of 
black velvet. Another black velvet gown was cut off the shoulders with 
the bodice held in place with shoulder straps. Silver fox trimmed one 
coat. 

Stage show at the Roxy starts off with the Gae Foster girls in red 
dresses made long and flaring at the knees. White lacy frills were at the 
front with white belts around the waists. Large picture hats were red 
and white also. Another number was done in black velvet with brilliant 
sleeves, red collars and berets. Some of these costumes were pajamas 
and some slit skirts. The girls looked very nice in white satin gowns 
with silver sequin tops and blue sashes. They carried radium canes, 
using them effectively in the dark. 

The little miss of Nash and Fately was on first in a very short dress 
of mauve satin and a blue belt. She changed to green pajamas. Nadine 
Gae wore a good looking frock of cerise satin. It had long sleeves but no 
back. Two long ends hung from the waistline. 


clothes. 





Fashionable Opera 


Radio City Music Hall is stepping out of its character and presenting 
grand opera. ‘Madame Butterfly’ is presented in two scenes and a more 
beautiful picture has never been shown on the enormous stage of this 
theatre. The exterior of Pinkerton’s house represents a garden. with 
full size trees, bridges and flowering plants in enormous bowls. The 
interior of the house is equally beautifnl, with its altar and many colored 
cushions. Anna Roselle as Butterfly wears the most gorgeous kimonas, 
all colorful, heavy with exquisite embroideries. A voice far above the 
ordinary is displayed by this artist, but how is she going to stand sing- 
ing the difficult arias four times daily. 

Edwina Eustis as the servant sang her tragic role in a brown kimona, 
Doar Rinehart, seen but for a minute, was in a summery chiffon frock 
with a large picture hat. 

The picture this week brings together again the well known team of 
Gaynor and Farrell and, although the picture (‘Change of Heart’) is 
very weak, it is made enjoyable by the comical antics of James Dunn 
and snootiness of Ginger Rogers. Miss Rogers is far better dressed than 
Miss Gaynor. But the picture dealing with the struggles of these two 
misses in the Metropolitan city, are what is known as the simple sports 
type. Two girls, however, look adorable. 

Light and dark materials are all more or less collar trimmed in white. 
A cocktail dress worn by Miss Rogers had a silver sequin blouse with 
dark skirt. Small hats were shown in various styles. 





The Casino Varieties has a unit this week called ‘Broadway Merry-Go- 
Round’. A line of girls start proceedings in full black satin skirts with 
jet bodices. Different colored ruffles line the skirts. In long green frocks 
with jet capes the girls do a number with a soloist in a silver gown with 
jet sleeves. In a cafe scene the girls are in ruffled frocks of many colors, 
Medley and Duprey, featured in this unit, has the girl in a blue frock. 
A small blonde miss, unnamed, looked well in a gown of brilliants in a 
latticed design. 

The picture, ‘In Love With Life’, is rather an indifferent affair, fea- 
turing Dickie Moore. Lila Lee, as the mother of Dickie, is seen first in a 
black suit with a dotted satin blouse. A dress made sailor fashion was 
of black with white braid. 





Good Show 


A large and more than usually enthusiastic audience greeted the Palace 
bill Saturday matinee. Allen and Kent opened, with the young miss in 
a white full skirted dancing frock. The older woman was in black. 

Paul Gerrits is more than a roller skater. This young man should be 
tested for the screen. With looks and poise he should make the grade 
easily. 

Violet Carlson in a tomato red taffeta frock, after the first number 
was what used to be known in the old days as a wow, a comic operatic 
number was fittingly garbed with the usual trimming and a comedy 
dance routine had Miss Carlson in a gold colored satin frock. 

Stuart and Lash were a young riot. Bernice Tishman, more beautiful 
than ever, assisted these two men in a pale green satin gown with but 
a diamond pin as ornament. 

Long Tack Sam’s two daughters were lovely in their Chinese embroid- 
eries. One did a toe dance in a white chiffon made very full. The bodice 
was trimmed with white coque feathers. A violin number was by one 
of the sisters in brick colored satin pants with beaded blouse. The 
Carioca had a girl in boy attire and the other in a ruffled skirt bare of 
waist with but a brassiere. They were in pale pink long straight robes 
for the finish. 





Gladys George’s Break 


‘The Milky Way’, at the Cort theatre, got away to a good start, al- 
ready causing pleasant comment on the street. 

Resembling somewhat Jimmy Durante’s ‘Palooka’ film, ‘Milky Way’ is 
one laugh after another. Gladys George has the role of a young woman 
who hangs around prizefighters and knows all the answers. Every line 
She utters has the house in stitches. Miss George is signed for pictures 
and must leave the show shortly, but she is a chump if she does. There 
will always be pictures. There is but too seldom a good play. 

Miss George wore very good looking clothes. A green suit was trimmed 
with summer ermine, a white linen suit was smartly cut and a white 
jacket worn with a black gown was trimmed with silver fox. An evening 
gown was of black beaded material with a matching sequin jacket. Over 
all she wore a black velvet coat with ermine collar. All hats were of the 
small model. 

Emily Lowry was neatly dressed in cloth ensembles, mostly. She chose 
the browns, blues, tans and one emeral green. A color once known as 
crushed strawberry was used in one dress made with a double pleated 
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contributed to its construction be- 
fore it was formally presented by 
c. C. Pettijohn, Hays counsel, who 
assembled it. 

Of its 66 printed pages over 20 
are given to excerpts from news- 
papers throughout the country de- 
erying censorship. 

Bills such as that introduced by 
Patman would cost the industry 
some $8,000,000 a year in production 
tribute. Illustrating this, the brief 
recites: 

In 1933, 520 feature pictures 
were released for general use 
throughout the United States. 
These features averaged eight 
one-.housand-foot reels each. Be- 
tween 150 and 250 prints (posi- 
tive copies for theatre use) were 
used for each feature in the 
United States, or an average of 
about 2?€0. Under this bill, at $5 
per reel, the cost to the industry 
would be $40 per print, or, for the 

necessary 200 prints, $8,000 per 
feature for prints alone. Cost for 
the original (studio negative) at 
$10 per reel would equal $80, or 
altogether $8,080 per picture; 520 
times $8,080 equals $4,201,600, the 
Commission’s fees for censoring 


features. 

The number of reels of ‘shorts,’ 
including , newsreels,  travelogs, 
comecies, cartoons, etc.. manufac- 


tured each year exceeds the num- 
ber of reels used in feature pic- 

tures, but figuring them at the 

same amount would indicate a 
grand total for ce nsoring under 
this bill of $8,403,200 1 lus. 

The five newsreels, namely, 
Pathe, Paramount, Fox, Hearst- 
Metro and Universal, issue each 
week a total in e:.cess of 2,500 
reels. On this basis, the mini- 
mum contribution of each news- 
reel company toward the mainte- 
nance of the Commission would 
be at least $130,000 annually. 
Arguing that good taste cannot 

be legislated into pictures, the Hays 
writing, in decrying such taxation 
as well as the censorship phases 
embodied, observes: 

‘The true nature of the problem 
has eluded the sponsors of these 
measures. The expenditure of time, 
money and effort has brought them 
no nearer the heart of the matter 
than they were at the beginning.’ 


Evolution of an Industry 


Touching on the evolutionary 
stages of filmdom, as one of the 
principal arguments for pictures re- 
taining their freedom, the brief de- 
elares: 

Because of its vast world audi- 
ences the motion picture obviously 
could not be dissociated suddenly 
and completely from the enter- 
tainment taste of its patrons. 

The humble origin of the mo- 
tion picture as a form of enter- 
tainment constituted another 
handicap in the struggle for self- 
improvement. Thirty years ago 
it came from the peep show into 
the side dvor of the nickelodeon 
bringing none of the great tradi- 
tions that belong to the stage, the 
press, or literature. 

Its pioneers were business men 
who sprang from the people. They 
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were by nature showmen and un- 
derstood what ordinary folks like 
themselves would enjoy. They 
were not primarily artists. Their 
product was treated with disdain 
by the upper strata of society. 

In the process of improving 
public taste, which is a necessary 
corollary of progress, the motion 
picture has too often, even in later 
years, suffered lack of apprecia- 
tion by the arbiters -f culture and 
refinement in the average com- 
munity. 


It is difficult to over estimate 
the importance of this factor in 
the earlier stages of development. 
It required two decades for the 
motion picture to pass from a 
mechanical novelty to a recog- 
nized iaedium o. entertainment. 
It was not until 1920 that it began 
to assume its full stature as a na- 
tional institution. The growing 
realization of responsibility ap- 
parent in the industry itself 
lacked thé stimulus that the con- 
scious support of public opinion 
provides. 

Lack of experience in the 
adaptation of dramat’ material 
offered a further difficulty. In 
point of training and equipment 
the industry was likewise defi- 
cient. Neither players nor tech- 
nical personnel had __ sufficient 
knowledge of tu. new medium of 
expression. Progress by trial and 
error was difficult and costly, 
since each step forward was in 
the nature of pioneer exploration. 


A further initial obstacle was 
the incipient downwar~” drift of 
post-war entertainment taste—a 
tendency already apparent in 1922. 
Subsequently this trend has as- 
sumed the proportions of a wide- 
spread ‘mora! subsidence’ that 
presents a continuing problem 
from the standpoint of motion 
picture betterment. 


Twenty-three highlight reasons 
for filmdom remaining its own boss 
are skeletonized as follows: 


1. It destroys initiative and self- 
restraint within the industry, de- 
molishes the far-reaching and ef- 
ficient machinery that has al- 
ready been built up for the con- 
current development of higher 
standards of taste and produc- 
tion, and forestalls further growth 
of a sense of responsibility on the 
part of the public in the choice 
and support of worthwhiie enter- 
tainment. 


2. It repudiates the NRA and 
creates a conflict of authority. 
Ninety-five percent of the mo- 
tion picture industry has already 
signed a Code of Fair Competi- 
tion under the National Recovery 
Act which legalizes the machin- 
ery already set up to carry out 
the purposes of this bill. 

3. It does not, as is claimed, 
‘prevent the necessity of State 
censorship’ nor does it eliminate 
‘48 standards for motion pictures.’ 
It abolishes none of the six exist- 
ing State censor boards nor can 
it prevent the creation of 42 addi- 
tional boards should the remain- 
ing States see fit to establish 
them, 

4. It trebles censorship by add- 
ing Federal supervision, both be- 
fore and after production, to ex- 
isting State and municipal cen- 
sorship. 

5. It establishes a national cen- 
sorship identical in principle with 
European political controls which 
prescribe in advance what news 
may be printed and what films 
produced. 

6. It is confiscatory. No limits 
are placed on the expenditures of 
the commission. The fees stipu- 
lated in the present bill would 
amount to more than $8,000,000 
annually. The cost of the com- 
mission must be borne by the in- 
dustry in addition to the cost of 
maintaining the existing Motion 


Picture Code Authority, and the 
State and municipal censor 
boards. 

7. It is discriminatory. By far 
the greater part of the motion 


pictures shown in this country are 
produced in California. Some are 
produced in New York State. All 
films produced in those States 
could be shown there without ref- 


erence to the commission. The 
remaining States would be con- 
fined to commission films. This 
situation presents a fruitful 
source of trouble for all con- 
cerned. 

8. It is unenforceable. It would 
require constant Federal super- 


vision of 15,000 theatres scattered 


throughout thousands of com- 
munities. 
$. It invites evasion by placing 


a premium on indecent and sa- 


lacious films. Passage of this 
measure would result in the ap- 
pearance of bootleg product 


which neither the commission nor 
the industry could control. 


10. It is impracticable. It would 
be a physical impossibility, for 
example, to control all advertis- 


ing used in connection with mo- 
tion pictures. The motion picture 
industry already maintains ef- 
fective supervision over motion 
picture advertising in so far as it 
is susceptible of centralized con- 
trol. 

11. It is a paternalistic meas- 
ure whereby the Federal govern- 
ment assumes entire responsibil- 
ity for the nation’s screen morals 
and tastes. 

12. It automatically imposes 
class standards upon a mass au- 
dience, The futility of attempt- 
ing to legislate morality has been 
abundantly demonstrated in re- 
cent years. Good taste in motion 
picture entertainment, as in other 
things, is a matter of education, 
not of legislation. 

13. It gives the commission au- 
thority over newsreels that is 
tantamount to the censorship of 
a pictorial press seen by some 
60,000,000 people weekly. 

14. It is unconstitutional in de- 
priving citizens of their property 
without due process of law. 

15. It violates the fundamental 
principle of American jurispru- 
dence which assumes innocence 
until guilt has been established. 
Federal Jegislation already exists 
penalizing interstate commerce in 
obscene motion pictures. 

16. It is an old bill in new dis- 
guise. Congress and public opin- 
ion have already rejected the pro- 
posal. 

17. It puts politics into the mo- 
tion picture industry and the in- 
dustry into politics. 

18. It creates confusion and 
disorder within the industry, and 
opens the way to extensive and 
unnecessary litigation. 

19. It requires the proposed 
commission to find something to 
eliminate from scenario or film in 
order to justify its official exist- 
ence. This not only puts the com- 
mission in an equivocal position, 
but automatically nullifies volun- 
tary efforts that the producers 
might make to free films from all 
objectionable elements. 

20. It is wholly negative. It 
destroys but it does not create. 
It contributes nothing toward the 
content of motion pictures or the 
development of the cinema art. 

21. It is wasteful. The detailed 
supervision and cataloguing of a 
great majority of motion picture 
films serves no useful purpose. 

22. It rests upon a false con- 
ception of the effect of motion 
pictures upon human and espe- 
cially juvenile behavior. The data 
upon which it is based are not ac- 
cepted by qualified and disinter- 
ested social scientists. 

23. It does not have sanction 
of the majority of the persons di- 
rectly affected, namely the the- 
atre-going public. 


Studio Placements 


(Continued from page 29) 








Lert Fraser, ‘Green Eyes,’ Batcheller- 


Phil Regan, ‘Flirtation Walk,’ 
WB. 

Francis MacDonald, ‘Burn ’Em 
Up Barnes,’ Mascot. 

Vince Barnett, ‘Kansas’ City 
Princess,’ Par. 


me eee Romero, ‘British Agent,’ 


Margaret LaMarr, 
Sundog,’ U. 


‘Redhead from 


Herbert Marshall, ‘The Painted 
Veil,’ MG. 
Tiffany Thayer, adapting ‘The 


Duchess of Delmonico,’ MG. 


David Butler, directing untitled 
pic, MG. 

3en Bard, ‘100 Percent Pure,’ 
MG. 

Irvin Cobb, dialoging ‘Fisher- 


man’s Luck,’ Roach, 

Eve Greene and John Larkin col- 
labing on script ‘Excess Baggage,’ 
MG. 
Marguerite 
‘Tony's Wife,’ 


Roberts, 
with Robert 


writing 
Sparks, 


Par. 

Eddie Gribbon, Clark and McCul- 
lough short, RKO. 

ILL AND INJURED 

suford Cranch, assistant manager 
of Loew’s Nashville, operated for 


appendicitis. 


silly La Hiff, of the 


proprietor 





is 
} ducer. 


Tavern who underwent an emer- 
gency intestinal operation recently, 
is reported improving at the Med- | 
ical Arts hospital. No visitors, 
' though. 





a 
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Beer Joint Owners Bill 
Bards Playing for Tips 


Tacoma, May 14. 

With beer parlors every few feet 
in the city, and owners trying every 
conceivable way to bring in the 
crowds to drink the suds, unem- 
ployed musicians are beginning te 
get a break. 

Banjo players, ivory ticklers, etc., 
are passing the hat for what they 
can get, with the owners ballyhoo- 
ing the talent. 


HASH SLINGERS 
MOUNTING 
IN Chil 


Chicago, May 14. 

An outstanding industry in Chi- 
cago at present is the restaurant 
trade. Unofficial estimates have 
placed the growth of restaurants in 
town since 1932 at a 35% increase 
Randolph street alone now has 17 
restaurants from State street to 
Wells. 

Hotels, which formerly got along 
with one or two eating spots, have 
jumped their dining rooms to seven 
and eight. Restaurants have nearly 
all increased their seating capacity, 
some of them by opening up second 
and third floors, such as the Tri- 
angle, Henrici’s and Old Heidelberg. 
Fair Grounds will see about twice 
as many eating spots as last year. 

Fair itself is the immediate 
cause of the hop in eating interest. 
Follows the terrific jam of hungry 
citizens in the restaurants last sum- 
mer. Every eatery, from the nickel 
hamburger joint to the Blackstone, 
had the ropes up to keep the public 
from climbing over the tables. 


REORGANIZED FRIARS 
HOLD FROLIC SUNDAY 


First Frolic of the reorganized 
Friars Club will be staged Sunday 
night (20) at the 44th Street the- 
atre, New York. 

Instead of the usual single Frol- 
icker, there will be three emcees 
on top of the show this year— 
George Burns, Jack Benny and Lou 
Holtz. Irving Caesar is writing the 
lyrics. Abe Lastfogel arranging the 


Cut-Rate Drunks 


Mexico City, May 11. 

Cost of getting drunk in Ciudad 
Juarez, across from El Paso, Texas, 
has been cut to 28c per offense. Cut 
rate applies to Americans, only. 
Former nick was $2.80 per drunk, 
but mayor decided to reduce the 
ehastisement 90%. 


JEANNE GREENE BANKRUPT 


Jeanne Creene, actress, took the 
bankruptcy veil in the New York 
Federal-Court last week, giving her 
liabilities as $2,045 and assets none. 
Petition said she was also known 
as Jeanne Greene Gottheimer Hil- 
ton. 


























MARRIAGES 


Marjorie Crawford to Danny 
Dowling, in Yuma, Ariz., May 3. 
Elsie Bartlett Porter to Michel 
Picard, in South Salem, N. Y., 
April 10. 3ride is legit actress and 
former wife of Joseph Schildkraut 
and Horace Liveright. Groom is nite 
club manager in Westport, Conn. 
Helene Robbins Malone to Lewis 
Nichols, April 12, at Palisades, N. Y. 
Groom is in dramatic department of 
N. Y. Times. 

Harriett Beatrice Annenberg to 
Bernard Aronson in New York April 
13. Bride is daughter of newspaper 
executive, Moses L. Annenberg. 
Victoria Hopper to Basil Dean in 





London, May 13. Bride ig British 
tage actress: De 


Cal. Strippers Toss Nude-a-Thon 
For $1.50; Yokels Gained Thru Ads 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

California nudist colony gag has 
invaded the entertainment field. 
Newest coin-gathering scheme is to 
charge admission for clothes-wear- 
ing a.k’s to ogle the nudes. It’s 
proving a bonanza to the operators 
of a woodland dell, 45 minutes from 
here, who are appealing to the 
curious through daily eight inch ads 
in downtown papers. 

It’s a sure cure for boredom to 
get out under nature’s sun and see 
the nudies in the flesh, the ads 


point out. ‘If you are sick or sixty, 
you'll be dee-lited,’ read the come- 
ons. 


That the strip boys and girls have 
put showmanship into the undress 
thing is manifested by the ads’ de- 
scription of its nude-a-thon; ‘new, 
spectacular and volatile,” read the 
plugs. Floor performance is $1.50, 
but no further description of the 
‘nude-a-thon,’ is given but those in 
this section who play the walka- 
thons and danceathons can use 
their imaginations and it’s worth a 
buck and a half to find out what 





type of endurance contest it could 
be without garments. 

Plus this is a no-fan dance, 
which, it is promised, goes the 
Chicago World’s Fair and Sally 
Rand several better. 


MEXICO KID WINS; 
BELLOISE ON BIKE 


By JACK PULASKI 

Those decisions at the Garden 
é¢ontinue to look weird to the fans. 
Friday (11) Mike Belloise was en 
his bicycle for seven out of 10 
rounds, but the judges said he beat 
Petey Hayes. There weren’t many 
people in the house but the squawk- 
ing was loud and long. Just as well 
there is a boxing lull for two weeks, 
outdoor season starting with the 
Ross-McLarnin match. 

On the other hand, the 126-pound 
Mexican khown as Baby Arizmendl 
socked his way to a decision over 
Al Roth, which bout should have 
been the main eyent. Looked like 
the Baby could have licked either 
Hayes or Belloise, or both. 

But the brown skinned Babe 
didn’t have any cineh. Out on the 
Coast he had the habit of knocking 
out most contenders within the first 
few rounds. But he was up against 
one of the best boys in the feather- 
| weight division. Roth gave an ex+ 
cellent exhibition, so much so that 
had it been declared a draw few 
would have demurred. Roth took 
the defeat with a smile. 

The card of little men provided 
more action than previous shows at 
the Garden. Last weck’s group of 
fights started an elimination con- 
test, which will eventually put forth 
a new champion. Indications are 
that Arizmendi has one sweet 
chance at the title. 


The Good Old Lam 

Belloise tock it on the lam for the 
first six rounds. He poked timidly 
as though under orders or wraps. 
He stopped pedalling in the seventh 
round, by which time he realized 
that the left lamp was damaged. 
Hayes crowded him most of the 
way, possibly because Belloise wait- 
ed to counter and refused the lead. 
In the last two rounds Mike did 
show something with both hands, 
but it looked like Hayes had piled 
up too many points to lose. 

The Mexican’s debut was not 
quite up to the expectations of those 
in the know, although the kid made 
g00d. He waded in, took everything 





away with both hands. Babe's 
change of range attracted attention. 
He started belting the body, then 
raised the attack to the head. Looks 
like there isn’t much color in the 
division, yet Arizmendi should mean 
something in the east even if he 
doesn’t cop the title. Kid Chocolate 
just let the championship slip away. 
Unless he has gone away back, he’s 
better than any scrapper on the 
card with the exception of the little 
Mex. 

selloise and Hayes have met sev- 
€ al times. Score is about even, but 
according to the razzing of the cus- 
tomers it doesn’t matter. 


BIRTHS 








an is London pro- | 
(is film editor at Warners-F, N, 
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Mr. and 
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May 7 


that Roth threw and then belted _ 
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charged Ahearn with swindling $200 








credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 









mail-order book, play and dramatic 
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Fritz Kreisler’s new opera, ‘Sissy,’ 
has been withdrawn from the pro- 
gram of the Prague German theatre 
for political reasons. 

Ben Riley opened his Arrowhead 
Inn Wednesday night (9). 

*.lisades Park opens May 19. 

Deluxe house being erected in 
Managua, Nicaragua, reported the 
largest in Central America. 

Prosecution against John K. 
Winkler, author, at Hartfort, Conn., 
for alleged violation of Mann Act, 
dropped by George H. Cohen, As- 
sistant U. S. District Attorney. 

Madeleine Carroll, British actress, 
arrived in New ‘York from the Coast 
Wednesday (9) and sailed for Eng- 
land Saturday (12). 

Albert R. Johnson replaces Wat- 
son Barratt to design settings for 
new musical, ‘Life Begins at 8:30.’ 

Max Gordon arrived from Europe 
Friday (11). 

National Educational Committee 
of Motion Picture Research Council 
announced the appointment of 10 
N: - York educators to their council. 

Question of what plays the Abbey 
Theatre Company of Dublin will 
present in their fall visit to the U.S. 
caucing friction between the di- 
rectors of the company and the 
Irish Government. 

Rita Lee, dancehall entertainer, 
and two taxicab drivers held in $1,000 
bail each Wednesday (9) when ar- 
rainged in Yorkville Court on dis- 
orderly conduct charge brought by 
George Simon. Simon alleges the 
three tried to blackmail him for 
$1,000 but settled for $25. He went 
to get the money but came back 
with cops. 

Cuba, determined to get some of 
divorce trade from U. §S., is amend- 
ing her divorce laws. 

Trial begun Wednesday (9) be- 
fore Surrogate James A. Foley on 
action to set aside will of late 
Charles A. Levy, former head of 
Broadway Ticket Co. Action 
brought by nine brothers and sis- 
ters of Levy. 

Joe Zelti, Parisian nite clubber, 
has returned to New York. He 
plans opening another Zelli’s here. 

‘Furnished Rooms,’ long post- 
poned, will be at the Ritz theatre 
May 21. Edgar Allen sponsoring, 
having taken over the play from 
Miller and Pasouier. 

Mary Brian arrived in New York 
from Coast by plane Wednesday 
(9). 

Nathan Zatkin’s revival of ‘Lady 
From the Sea,’ which opened May 
1, went back Saturday (12). 

Chamberlain Brown’s vaude and 
tab stock venture at the Lyric, due 
to open last night (Monday). Fritzi 
Scheff and Ann Pennington on bill. 

A Miss R. E. Cardani has leased 
the old Vanderbilt stables, on west 
54th street, and will convert into a 
cabaret. 

Antonio Ortega, husband of Aida 
Luciano Ortega, night club dancer, 
arrested for bigamy, convicted and 
deported to Spain, Second wife 
sues for annulment. 

Teddy Spector, former husband of 
Olive Borden, film actress, freed in 
night court Wednesday (9) under 
$100 bail after being arrested on 
charges of operating a bucket shop 
in securities. ‘ 

Mrs. Virginia Allen Ball, former 
showgirl and wife of Thomas Ball, 
supposed bocking agent, found dead 
on operating table as the result of 
a criminal operation at Dr. Julius 
Phillips’ office in Brooklyn. Doctor 
.found unconscious and held in 
prison ward of Kings County hos- 
pital on charge of homicide. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Loew re- 
turned from European’ vacation 
Thursday (10). 

Suit brought against Pola Negri 
by Bertram y Masses, artist, in 
Paris, for payment on a painting of 
actress. Case has been dragging 
through courts for three years and 
now Miss Negri has filed counter- 
suit against Masses asking $6,600 
because she objects to inclusion of 
shadowy impression of late Rudolph 
Valentino in portrait. 

Richard Arlen and family arrived 
from Europe Thursday (10). 

Harmon & Ullman now casting 
for Chicago company of ‘The Milky 
Way.’ To be produced there in 
July. 

Lee Ephraim, London producer, 
here to inspect Broadway offerings. 

Hadley Waters new play, ‘She 
Cried for the Moon,’ to be produced 
next season, starring Selena Royale. 

Russell Morrison staging ‘Fur- 
nished Rooms,’ opening at Ritz thea- 
tre May 23. 

Boulevard theatre in Jackson 
Heights to remain open for summer 
as tryout house. Announcement 
made by Louis F. Werba. 

Joseph G. Geiger. will 
Ibsen’s ‘Hedda Gabler’ June 4. 

For summer Wee & Leventhal 
have dropped two more houses from 
their circuit, the Broad _ Street, 
Newark and Shubert theatre, New 
Haven. Baltimore, Providence and 
Hartford are others recently elimi- 
nated. 

Murray Kreindler, Assistant U. 8S. 
District Attorney, instructed to be- 


revive 









gin investigation of the sale of 
sheets containing words of popular 
songs being hustled by boys on 
street corners. 

Performers arrested May 5 in raid 
on Irving Place theatre, burley 
house, were discharged in Special 
Sessions. Manager Abe Potal sup- 
plied $500 bail for trial May 24 on 
charge of producing indecent show. 
House of Representatives decided 
to indorse an appropriation of $200,- 
000 for the World’s Fair. Debate 
stirred up as to whether the Gov- 
ernment should indorse fan-dancing 
and Streets of Paris~exhibit, but 
question speedily quashed and house 
voted in favor of proposition. 
Changes in system of awarding 
Pulitizer prizes announced at School 
of Journalism, Columbia U. Two 
new changes are that prize winning 
novel and drama must preferably 
deal with American life. Other re- 
lieves juries from making recom- 


mendations. In future jury will 
submit eligible list to Advisory 
Board. 


Paul McGrath will head summer 
stock at Carmel, N. Y., opening July 
2. 


Final accounting of estate of late 
Jack Donahue shows that assets de- 
clined over $200,000 in period be- 
tween October, 1930, to December, 
1933, leaving a balance of $92,805, 
plus an income balance of $7,910. 
Accounting filed in Surrogate’s 
Court Thursday (10). 

In reversing decision of 5th Dis- 
trict Municipal Court, Supreme 
Court Thursday (12) ordered Peter 
Arno to pay debt incurred to Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. Judgment granted for 
$782:15 for party given there. 

Greta Nissen heard an 18-year- 
old peddler, charged with robbing 
her London apartment of $5,000 in 
jewelry, testify that he dropped her 
valuables into the Thames thinking 
they were worthless. Defendant 
also testified that he threw away 
Miss Nissen’s fur coat. 

Alexander Olshanetzky signed by 
Boris Morros as permanent musical 
director of Paramount-Publix Cir- 
cuit. 

Business men all over world are 
protecting themselves against pos- 
sibility of death of President Roose- 
velt and possible incapacity before 
his recovery program is completed. 
Lloyd’s, of London, revealed these 
facts Thursday (10). Insurance 
policies taking folowing forms: A 
5% premium against death by as- 
sassination or accident, 7.5 against 
death by natural causes and pre- 
mium of 12.6 against total incapac- 
ity for work. 

Result of surveys completed by 
Park Department disclosed a pol- 
luted condition in waters around 
Pelham Bay. Consequently bathing 
will be prohibited. Similiar chemi- 
cal analysis being taken at other 
local beaches. 

Jack Kirland returns from Eng- 
land today (Tuesday). Bringing in 
a new play to be produced in the 
fall. 

Gov. Lehman signed the Esquirol 
bill banning slot machines Monday 
(7). Cops then confiscated 1,800 
machines to be dumped at sea. 

Fire broke out on 11 story ex- 
tension of RCA _ Building, Radio 
City. Firemen extinguished burn- 
ing tar paper used as cover for 
ventilator. 

Frank E. Gannett has purchased 
The Saratogian, upstate N. Y. 
paper, making this the 18th to be 
added to his string. Bought from 
Mrs. John K. Walbridge, widow of 
the founder. 

Iron Health Baths at Coney 
Island razed by fire. Some 25 fire 
companies required to control blaze. 
Damage estimated at $25,000. 

U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
heard argument on appeal filed by 
Myra Page Wiren, author, from an 
order signed by Judge Goddard dis- 
missing her suit for alleged plagiar- 
ism against producers of ‘Death 
Takes a Holiday.’ Defendants are 
the Shuberts, Samuel French, Ltd., 
Alberto Casella, author, Para- 
mount-Famous-Lasky Corp. and 
United Artists Corp. Miss Wiren 
claims having written a play called 
‘Most’ which was copyrighted in 
1910. ‘Death Takes a Holiday’ is 
an appropriation of her play is the 
plaintiff's plea. 

Saul Heller will present a road 
company of ‘She Loves Me Not’ in 


Cleveland, May 20. 

‘Her Master's Voice’ to begin 
road tour in Buffalo May 25 for 
Wee & Leventhal. From Buffalo 


show goes to Chicago. 

Doug Fairbanks, Jr., co-starred 
with Gertrude Lawrence, had pre- 
miere of ‘Winding Journey’ at Man- 
chester, England, Monday (7). Play 
to reach London. 

Felix Basch, German stage direc- 
tor, in New York from Europe. 
Plans to @o two plays before going 
to Hollywood. 

Jerome Rosenberg 


has taken a 





21-year lease on the Manhattan 
Opera House, N. Y., and will in- 
augurate a vaudfilm policy Labor 
Day. 

Cc. B. Dillingham and Leonard 
Sillman will join forces again to 
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produce Sillman’s ‘Wasn't It Won- 
derful’ late this summer. 

Richard Aldrich sailed for Lon- 
don. He will be joined there in a 
month by the other half of the 
act, Alfred de Liagre. 


Elizabeth Allan returned to New 
York from England last week. 

Nick Long returned from London 
last week. 


Ludvin Neumann and Herbert 
Keresei, German film photog- 
raphers held at Belem, Brazil, on 
complaint of Henrique Pongeti of 
Continental Film Co., that they had 
taken pictures detrimental to that 
country. 

Cecilia Gerner, assistant to Rich- 
ard Pitman, sailed for England May 
12. She will confer with Gilbert 
Miller and Arthur Margetson on 
three new plays. 

Jesse Long and Irving Cooper will 
operate Lyric theatre at Summit, 
N. J., for 12 weeks of stock opening 
June 18. 

Playhouse at Milton-on-the-Hud- 
son taken by S. M. Chartock and 
B. F. Kamsler for summer season. 
Sidney Salkow will stage. 

American Children’s Theatre cer- 
tificate of incorporation signed by 
Justice Levy of Supreme Court. Is 
first permanent professional chil- 


dren's theatre in the U. S. Non- 
profit organization. 
Jascha Heifetz returned to New 


York from Russia Thursday (10). 

Proposed play called ‘The Mrs. 
Thomas,’ with Irene Rich, post- 
poned. 

Katharine Cornell will end her 
tour at Brooklyn Academy of Music 
June 20. 

Ray Henderson and Jack Mac- 
Gowan have merged to produced a 
musical this summer, Entitled ‘And 
So Are You,’ it stars Harry Rich- 
man. 

Edward Laurillard to be associ- 

ated with London production of 
‘Pursuit of Happiness.’ He sailed 
for England last week. 
Drama Repertoire Players to op- 
erate summer theatre, beginning 
June 1, at the Matoaka Manor the- 
atre, Saugerties, N. Y. 

Suit in Federal Court by Alfred 
Kreymborg against Jimmy Durante 
and NBC for $100,000 for alleged 
distortion of Kreymborg’s poetry. 
Durante allegedly first used the 
poems in ‘Show Girl’ in 1929 and 
later in a comical recitation on the 
radio, on which the suit is based. 
Motion brought by Durante to dis- 
miss action for infringement of 
copyright. Decision reserved by 
Judge Patterson. 

S.S. Leviathan, out of commission 
for over a year, goes back into ser- 
vice June 9. 

Aldermanic Committee on License 
Survey recommends increased fees 
for illuminated signs. To raise ad- 
ditional revenue for N. Y. city. 

Mother of late Anna Pavlova 
seeking a share of the dancer's es- 
tate in Russia. Mme. Pavlova chal- 
lenging Victor Dandre, widower of 
Miss Pavlova, who claims the en- 
tire estate. Mme. Pavlova obtained 
an order from London Court of 
Chancery to make application in 
Russia. 

Johnston Hurd, formerly Rudy 
Vallee’s secretary, ordered to pay 
back alimony or go to jail for con- 
tempt. Hurd given 24 hours by 
John A. Matthews, Advisory Mas- 
ter in Chancery, at Newark, N. J., 
Tuesday (8). 

Newspaper Guild issues warning 
to public against bogus solicitors of 
funds for unemployed newspaper- 
men. Guild states it does not solicit 
funds. : 

Former Presidential yacht, May- 
flower, will be converted into an 
amusement craft by owner, Henry 
Gielow of New York. Ship now at 
Norfolk, Va., will be turned into a 
night club. 

Mary Garden tells Parisians no 
man is interesting until he is 50. 
Women qualify at 35. She's 57. 

Eva Tanguay, recovered from her 
eye op., plans a N. Y. invasion, 


Playland, Rye, opened Sunday 
(13) for the season, 
Steuben Tavern at Broadway 


and 42nd will be opened shortly. 
Place has been boarded up for so 
long it has attracted comment. De- 
lay due to structural changes, in- 
cluding removal of subway entrance 
to Seventh avenue side and building 
three sub-sidewalk floors. 

Doug Fairbanks, jr., tells Lon- 
don reporters that with his divorce 
becoming final he still isn’t think- 
ing of marriage. 

Mary Pickford notifies Brock 
Pemberton she will not be able to 
make a dramatic appearance under 
his management. 

Estate of the late Ring W. Lard- 
ner grosses $227,083.28. Net is $192,- 
927.63. 

Police gathered 106 alleged gam- 
blers in a Brooklyn raid Saturday 
(12). Blind gambling joint. 

New York Schegol of the Theatre 


presenting Noel Coward's ‘Hay 
Fever’ at Roerich Hall tonight 
(Tuesday). 





Beau Rivage, summer nite club, 












ttHshitiet 


opening tomorrow night (Wednes- 
day) at Sheepshead Bay. 


Petition to Gov. Harry A. Moore 
and the New Jersey Legislature to 
set up censorship board on films 
voted Friday (11) by the Knights of 
Columbus’ convention at East 
Orange, N. J. 


Convention of 700 distributors of 
the Philco Radio Corporation, from 
all parts of country sailing today 
(Tuesday) for six-day convention 
cruise to Nassau and Bermuda. 
Films will be shown in Jiner’s the- 
atre to illustrate lectures at meet- 
ings. 

As an added front page grab for 
his forthcoming encounter’ with 
Carnera, Max Baer will prosecute 
Bee Starr, circus aerialist, who re- 
cently sued him for breach of prom- 
ise. Miss Starr confessed that her 
suit was a space grabbing stunt en- 
gineered by Hal Olver, p.a., for the 
winter circus playing the Hippo- 
drome last winter. Confession will 
be turned over to district attorney's 
office for action. 

Nils T. Granlund (N.T.G.) and 
wife returned from Europe Friday 
(11). 

Hudson River Day Line will re- 
sume operation of boats to resorts 
May 20. 

Knickerbocker Productions, semi- 
professional group, will present Ban 
Hecht’s and Charlie MacArthur's 
‘The Front Page’ early in June. 

Elise Bartlett Porter, former wife 
of Joseph Schildkraut and Horace 
Liveright, and Michel Picard, man- 
ager of Long Shore Beach club, ex- 
clusive nitery at Westport, Conn., 
were married in South Salem, N. Y.., 
Thursday (10). 

Garrett Becker, mask maker, af- 
filiated with Brooks, costumer, an- 
nounces having invented a rubber, 
flexible mask which he believes will 
supplant make-up in the theatre. 

New York Public Library experi- 
menting with the use of photo- 
graphed newspapers, projected to 
screen, substituting film for news- 
print. 

Elissa Landi accused of smuggling 
shoes into the country to avoid 
tariff. Reported she has made an 
offer of $350 to the Treasury Dept. 
in Washington to settle charges. 

New open-air sidewalk cafe, con- 
tinental style, will be opened at St. 
Moritz hotel around May 20. 

Fire swept the stables of John 
Hertz, former Paramount exec, at 
Belmont, L. I., Friday. Six horses 
saved as interior of building com- 
pletely destroyed. 

Dr. Bernard Sachs of N. Y. Acad- 
emy of Medicine told Motion Picture 
Research Council at Philadelphia 
that ‘gangster films are the sup- 
porting pillar, if not the founda- 
tion, of the modern school of crime.’ 

Richard Becher, 61, unemployed 
musician and former member of 
Sousa’s band, found shot to death in 
his home in Elmhurst, Queens. His 
wife also seriously wounded by un- 
known assailant. 

Ben Hecht's home in Nyack, N. Y., 
damaged by two youths. Statuary 
and furniture was thrown into the 
Hudson River by boys. Extent of 
damage estimated at $1,000. 

Daniel Frohman re-elected presi- 
dent of the Actor’s Fund at 52d an- 
nual meeting held at Lyceum theatre 
Friday (11), his 30th election to this 
office. Treasurer's report at meet- 
ing showed an income of $127,996.06 
for the year and expenditures of 
$155,204.24, leaving a deficit of 
$27,208.18. 

Friars held house-warming in 
their new quarters atop Hollywood 
theatre building Saturday (12). 

Repertory Playhouse Association, 
Unity Theatre, Theatre Collective 
and the Workers’ Laboratory The- 
atre, will join in presenting a ‘the- 
atre night’ May 20 at Civic Reper- 
tory Playhouse. 

George C. Kremson, Jr., and Wil- 
liam Williams conducting summer 
theatre at Oceanside hotel, Mag- 
nolia, Mass., beginning July 25. 
First offering will be ‘Oliver Oliver,’ 
with Ann Andrews, five new plays 
to follow. 

Periwinkle Players will have a 
cruising showboat on Long Island 
Sound this summer. First perform- 
ance will be ‘Ten Nights in a Bar 
— to be given at Pelham, June 

Darryl Zanuck sailed Saturday 
(12) for Naples, Italy, whence he 
will fly to British East Africa. 

Largest play exodus of the year 
Saturday night (12). Total of nine 
plays closed, including two revivals. 

Suit by Mrs. Blanche Rubinoff 
against her former husband, Dave 
Rubinoff for a quarter of his re- 
ported earnings of $690,000 since 
Nov., 1927, was revealed in Apel- 
late Division Friday (11). Mrs. Ru- 
binoff contends she received only 
$3,000 of $172,000 due her since date 
specified. Decision reserved. 

; Pathe newsreels showing police 
inactivity exhibited at Police Acad- 
emy in New York, introduced as evi- 
dence against four officers charged 
with neglect of duty during recent 
taxi strike. Reels show mounted 
policemen, apparently unperturbed, 


scripts. 

Ignac Paderewski petitioned Board 
of Tax Appeals at Washington Fri- 
day (11) for a determination of a 
1931 income tax claim of $4,101, 


Gus Edwards will be tendered a 
testimonial dinner at Hotel War. 
wick, Decoration Day, by his prote- 
eges, among whom are Eddie Can- 
tor, George Jessel and Jesse Block, 
who are sponsoring the feed. 

Taxes collected on beer, wine and 
liquor by the State since legalization 
of beverages amount to $7,088,846.05, 
according to official figures made 
public Friday (11). 

Barney Baker arrested May 1 for 
possession of a stench bomb as he 
entered a Bronx theatre, remanded 
to Bronx County Jail in $3,500 bail 
by Magistrate Ovington Harris in 
Morrisania Court Friday (11). A 
Manhattan indictment against him 
for similar offense was given to 
warden for service. 

Terrence Anderson, 12-year-old 
son of Maxwell Anderson, play- 
wright, seriously injured in auto- 
mobile accident at Tappan, N. Y. 
Collison occurred while returning to 
his home in New City, upstate, 
with his older brother Alan, from 
school in New York. Taken to Nyack 
hospital for treatment for head lac- 
erations. 

Governor Lehman okayed the 
Kleinfeld bill, establishing perman- 
ent liquor-control system for the 
State. Bar drinking will be legal 
July 1. 

Revival of ‘Pagan Lady’ opened 


at Boulevard theatre, Jackson 
Heights, yesterday (Monday) for 
week’s engagement. Lenore Ulric 
stars. 


Shore Players of Spring Lake, 
N. J. will begin their summer sea- 
son July 2. Priestly Morrison will 
direct. 

Julius Weiner and Jay G. Stein 
will direct summer season of White 
Roe Players, at White Roe Lake, 
i fhe 48 

Walter Hartwig’s summer theatre 
at Ogonquit, Me., will open July 2. 

Season of the New York Players 
at Ivoryton, Conn., directed by 
Lawrence J. Anhalt, opens July 2. 

Opening of summer Civic Play- 
house at Clayton, N. J. scheduled 
for June 27. Kent McKinley direct- 
ing. 

William C. Jackson plans to open 
his summer company at Griswold 
Play House, New London, Conn., 
last week of June. 

John C. Wilson arrived last night 
(Monday), from Europe. Mr. Wil- 
son represents new producing com- 
bination of Noel Coward, Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanre and will 
make arrangements _ for firm's 
planned presentations next season. 

Ensemble Theatre has aquired 
‘When the Crash Comes,’ by Bever- 
ly Nichols, for fall production. 

Mount Desert Playhouse at Bar 
Harbor, Me., will have a seven-week 
season opening July 17. Leighton 
Nollins directing, Clara Weiss gen- 
eral manager. 

Group Theatre rehearsing an 
anti-Fascist skit to be given at 
Webster Hall June 3. 

Wilbur Bates underwent an eye 
operation at Presbyterian Hospital 
Sunday (13). 

American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies will hold 17th 
annual convention at Washington, 
May 22-23. 

Republican County Committee 
will sponsor a three-county fair to 
alleviate distress in their leader's 
districts. Fair will include a circus, 
dog show, sport carnival and vaude- 
ville. Event taking place May 25-26 
at 7Tist Regiment Armory. 


: Coast 


Asserting she was persuaded to 
enter the apartment house business 
through misrepresentation, Mar- 
garet Livingston Whiteman has 
filed suit in Los Angeles Superior 
court against her biz associates 
seeking $50,000 damages. 

Ruth Helen Davis, N. Y. play- 
wright now living on the Coast, has 
received the honorary degree of 
Officer d’Academie from France for 
her translations of French classics. 
Los Angeles city attorney struck 
at the Mexican divorce traffic by 
issuing misdemeanor complaints 
against four men, each charged 
with advertising to obtain split biz. 
Lucile Webster Gleason has been 
elected prez of the Dominos Club, 
composed of femme members of the 
theatrical profesh, for the sixth 
consecutive time. 

M. C. Meigs, publisher of the 
Chicago American, is on the Coast 
vacationing. 

The stork announced for Joan 
Blondell and George Barnes in Oc- 
tober. 

Agnes DeMille, niece of Cecil B., 
has left Hollywood for New York 
and England. 








Neil Hamilton escaped injury 1” 
auto accident in which two persons 
were hurt. 

Burglars ransacked the ITlolly- 
wood home of Charlies EB. Lang, 





a few feet from strikers who were 


(Continued on page 70) 
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Broadway Vienna 
By Erich Glass 
Rube Wolf back to the Coast. . ’ 
, Sch b b k f Essad Bey in and out of city : 
Law rence /"cnwa ac rom Josef Sx hmidt recove ring from 
Miami. ear trouble. 
Maurice Bergman having tooth Festival eoncert for Richaz@® 


trouble. 

Hellen Roy off to Reno to divorce 
agent-hubby Hal. 

Phil Adler’s new pocketbook is 
gomething to see. 

Jane Wheatley back after a month 
fm Paris and London. 


Vic Oliver and Cliff Edwards back 
from British vaude dates. 


Bernard Simon has 
United Artists’ p.a. staff. 

Johnnie Phillips has new partner 
another Philadelphia guy. 

John Charles Thomas to Florida 
en his yacht for a fishing trip. 

Monogram has sent out a broad- 
gide against elimination of duals. 


Halsey Raines is batching for .a 
month while the missus is in Ohio. 


Gus Eyssell has moved out of the 
Lincoln into an uptown apartment. 

Lillian Bloom stooging for hubby 
Phil in the Rockwell-O’Keefe office. 

William and _ “Tillie (Leblang) 
Jasie to West End, N. J., for sum- 
mer. 

Mary Brian is at the Waldorf for 
a 10-day vacation in New York 
town. 

San Francisco was.as far as Max 
Plohn got on his planned world 
eruise. 

UA and Joe Schenck tossed a 
party for Darry) Zanuck while in 
New York. 


Ida (Mrs. Eddie) Cantor to the 
Coast the end of this week to join 
the comedian. 

John Bonney, lawyer backer of 
units, set for that trip to England 
early next month. 

Cardini, the magician, bought his 
Mrs. a roadster for her birthday— 
and she can’t drive. 

St. Moritz’s new sidewalk cafe in 
the Parisian manner cornering Cen- 
tral Park South opens May 20. 

Comparing letters received from 
Joe Shea, the boys here in the East 
find they are all worded the same. 

Margaret Ettinger, Hollywood 
p.a., reaches New York Friday (18) 
for combined business and pleasure 
trip. 

Harry Puck, Arthur Fischer and 
Harry Shiffman went fishin’ last 
week, but the fish couldn't catch 
them. 

Harold Rodner and Harry Char- 
nas do a double W. C. Fields on a 
golf course until the fairways yell 
for help. 

Knox College (Galesburg, Il.) will 
give its 95 alumnus, Otto Harbach, 
librettist, a Litt. D. honorary de- 
gree on its 89th commencement. 


Par trustee employees. are not 
observing. the five-day week at Par, 
some of them coming in Saturdays 
regardless. 


Been swell on the Palace beach 
these sunny days—for the layoffs, 
but not those trying to reach a des- 
tination in a hurry. 

Harry Kalcheim did a quickie 18 
holes last Thursday (10) in little 
more than two hours and was back 
at his Par booking desk before most 
of the agents had awakened. 

The heat drove so many ‘50,000,000 
Frenchmen’ chorines in makeup out 
to the sidewalk at Loew’s State 
stage entrance last week, it looked 
like a ballyhoo for Max Factor. 

Everybody invited to Mare Lach- 
man and Monte Proser’s cocktail 
party last night (Monday) at (Leon 
and Eddie’s was advised, ‘You will 
be the guest of honor.’ It’s the boys’ 
debut as a publicity partnership. 

Another suit for injuries has been 
instituted against Madison Square 
Garden, this time by a lady who got 
hit in the eye with a puck ‘during a 
hockey game, similar to a_ suit 
Peggy Rich once brought and lost. 

With everything else cut rate, bus 
lines are now going in for it. On 
one indie line you can go from New 
York to L. A. for $30. To other 
points, it’s equally as cheap: Chi- 
cago, $12; St. Louis, $14.50; Detroit, 
$10; Cleveland, $8: Pittsburgh, $7; 
Washington, $3. 

. 
Madrid 

Eliseo Grenet off to Paris. 

Ken Maynard back to Paris. 

W. Somerset Maugham in town. 

Jayne Shadduck collecting bull- 
fight posters. 

Actors, actresses and _ writers 
banqueting Catalina Barcena. 

Circo Price back to circus acts 
after a try at flamenco opera. 

Maria Victoria, class Spanish 
dancer, headlining at the Gong 

J. H. Hoffberg calling on the 
trade and making a survey of con- 
ditions. 

Lester Ziffren down to Seville 
for the fair with Juan Belmonte, 
the bullfighter. 


left the 


Spanish pic ‘Se Ha Fugado Un 
Preso’ (‘Prisoner Escaped!’), in its 
third week at the Alkazar. 

S. J. Perelman and Arthur Kober 
studying up on Hemingway and 
bullfichts. with Laura Perelman 
looking on. 

Delfried Goldstanb and Adolfo 
Fiviz, German pic men, looking | 








over the field for possible produc- 
tions in Spain. 

Show biz taking it on the chin 
in Zaragoza and Valencia, where 
general strike’s been on for some 
time. Zaragoza’s rounded out a full 
month. 

General strike April 22 tied up 
the town. Labor Day, May l, tied 
up the nation. No theatres, street 
cars, subways, taxis, nor anything 
else operating. 

Pedro Chicote, town’s favorite 
bartender, getting ready to put a 
high class bar in Congress with 
cocktails named after the deputies. 
First of its kind anywhere. 

Jose de la Cruz sending a film 
crew to Ifni on the west African 
coast for a travelogue of the new- 
est Spanish colony. Been a Span- 
ish possession for over four cen- 
turies but wasn't occupied until re- 
cently. Iberia Films will distribute. 


Berlin 


By Harry Bermann 





Gustav Froehlich back in town. 

Friedrich Kayssler 60 years old. 

Martha Eggerth with Cine Al- 
lianz. 

Willy Forst with Cine Allianz for 
two years. 

German Fox opened a branch of- 
fice in Hamburg. 

Eighteen pictures 
March, two American. 

Berlin-Witzleben carrying out 
new television experiments. 

‘Night Flight’ (MG) artistically 
valuable, says German censor. 

Geiselgasteig reviving, with Ba- 
varia dubbing 15 United Artists 
films. 

Dolly Haas with British Interna- 
tional. To start work in London 
next month. 

Kiba, Vienna, to take 25 Cine Al- 


censored in 


lianz and other German films 
through Cine Allianz. 
On May day German cinemas 


didn’t open before six o'clock, when 
great meetings were over. 

Paul Wegener left with a staff 
for Teneriffa, shooting ‘A Man 
Wants to Get to Germany,’ Ufa pic. 

Hans Albers with Bavaria, after 
leaving Ufa. Bavaria will produce 


Albers pics in joint production 
with a Berlir group at Geiselgas- 
teig. 


Ernst Baumann, who opened first 
Berlifi cinema in 1905, 70 years old. 
Baumann was also first ‘sound film’ 
producer. Made a short of a 
pseudo Caruso and had a disk sup- 
ply the music. 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 








Dutch National Revue on tour to 
Antwerp. 

Lowest tender for new AVRO- 
studio was $130,000 (at par). 

Groot Netherlands Legit Co. re- 
viving ‘Journey’s End.’ 

At City Cinema, the Hague, gala 
premiere of ‘Private Life of Henry 
VIII.’ 

Irish sweep not doing so well; 
now touting tickets via Luxemburg 
Radio. 

Dutch. opera singer, Fritz van 
Duinen, celebrated 75th birthday. 
Left stage nine years ago. 

French Film ‘La Maternelle’ in 
llth week in two cinemas in Gron- 
ingen, which sets a record here. 

As a special attraction for Dutch 
book week, book sellers offer, with 
books, a series of photos of 12 au- 
thors. 

‘Nova Zembla,’ by Dutch author 
Veterman, such a flop that at one 
of the performances there were 500 
free passes. 

Tour of Frankfort Opera Com- 
pany, managed by impresario Dr. 
Krauss, such a success that opera 
returns in fall. : 

Buma Bureau still stirring trou- 
ble over copyright and now suing 
a small string of orchestras of bars 
and restaurants. 

Dr. Friedrich 


Weissman from 


; Amsterdam to Buenos Ayres, where 


he is signed for engagements in 
operas and concerts. 


Papers criticizing fact that 
whereas many Dutch artists are 
jobless, German companies are in 


Amsterdam this week. 

Holland to have world premiere 
of Moinar’s new ‘Wunder der 
serge’ (‘Wonder of the Mountains’). 
Author coming here for rehearsals. 

3ad accident took place at open- 
ing performance of circus Amar in 
Leyden; a trapeze artist fell 
from height of 25 feet and badly in- 
jured. 


Premiere this week by Hofstad 
Tooneel of Sidney Kingsley’s ‘Men 
in White.’ A medical professor 
helped out during rehearsals, s0 as 


not to spoil the scene in operating 
room. 

Rtoman Catholics wanted their 
own film producing concern so that 
they could produce films with a rea) 
religious angle, and got it by estab- 
lishing International EFidophone, 
Ltd. One of the films made by this 
concern was a bad flop in Holland 


London 


Oliver Messel on the sick list. 

Daughter born to Eric Linklater. 

Billy Hill due here in May; just 
a vacation. 

Nelson Keys all dolled up for his 
son's wedding. 

Dan Fish running up a series of 
motor accidents in 10 days, 

Herbert Brenon just in and trying 
to connect with Gaumont-British, 

Isabel Jeans’ London home robbed, 
w'.h $40,000 worth of furs missing. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness’ scheduled 
for the Vaudeville theatre May 28. 

Maudie Edwards signed by the 
Shuberts for a new Ziegfeld revue. 

Byran Wallace, Edgar's elder son, 
announced to marry Margaret Lane. 

Percy Burton latest to vacate 
managerial post to Leon M. Lion. 

Ralph Ince to direct Will Fyffe in 
first starring vehicle at Sound City. 

Rita John throwing a bottle party, 
with the William Mollisons in on it. 

‘Dark Tower’ goes into the 
Shaftesbury theatre, opening May 
10. 

Reginald Forsythe with Irwin 
Dash on a two years’ exclusive con- 
tract. 

Binnie Barnes and Gregory Ratoff 





slightly hurt in taxi collision 
April 30. 
‘Private Room’ closed at the 
Westminster April 28, after two 
months. 


Elizabeth Bergner signed contract 
with Cochran to do a new show in 
London, 

John Sothern telling mugg he is 
not broke and can get any bankroll 
he wants. 

George Arliss giving the impres- 
sion he has come home for keeps 
this time. 

Richard Tauber turning down 
$3,500 per for week’s work at the 
Palladium. 

Gene Dennis being consulted by 
Charles Woolf as to the future of 
British pictures, 

Greta Nissen latest victim of 
thieves; claims $5,000 worth of 
jewels missing. 

Shooting of ‘Private Life of Don 
Juan’ held up due to illness of 
Alexander Korda. 

Gaumont-British to do another 
vehicle starring Jan Kiepura. Sub- 
ject not yet chosen, 

Arthur Wontner replacing Nich- 
olas Hannen in ‘Without Witness’ at 
the Duke of York’s. 

Noel Coward now president of 
Actors’ Orphanage, post held by 
Sir Gerald du Maurier. 

Francis Sullivan taking a look at 
himself in the ‘Return of Bulldog 
Drummond,’ at the Regal. 

Fred Duprez returned to his old 
meal ticket. Taking ‘My Wife’s 
Family’ on the road again. 

Clayton Sheehan telling the press 
boys all about international film 
conditions, and off to Paris. 

‘Finished Abroad’ closed at the 
Savoy April 21 after six weeks, 
with no successor in sight. 

A. E. Newbould off to the Test 
for fly-fishing week-ends. Only 
dry fly-fisher in the film trade. 

Charles Cochran elected presi- 
dent of Actors Benevolent Fund in 
place of Sir Gerald du Maurier. 

Sam Coslow here to write a film 





|}at the Whitehall May i2. 


musical for Gaumont-British, with 
Jimmy Campbell having fixed deal. 

Paddy Carstairs giving a house- 
warming party, and pulling practi- 
cally the entire American contin- 
gent. 

Ambassadeurs restaurant, Paris, 
wants Adelaide Seamon (Forsythe, 
Seamon and Farrell) for its cabaret 
show. 

Roy Fox vacating Cafe de Paris 
May 19 to take up vaudeville in the 
provinces for General Theatres 
Corp. 

William Mollison back from New 
York, and will do a couple of Amer- 
ican shows, including ‘The Man at 
the Zoo.’ 

Eric Maschwitz, of British Broad- 
casting Corp., back from a talent 
hunt in the provinces. Very few 
catches. 

Kimberley and Page unit start- 
ing on five weeks’ provincial tour; 
now considered quite a route here 
these days. 

Sydney Fairbrother replaced Mary 
Brough at the Aldwych in Indoor 
Fireworks,’ April 30, owing to lat- 
ter’s illness. 

‘Jack and Jill,” musical now tour- 
ing, likely to be presented by John 
Southern, either at the Garrick or 
Victoria Palace. ° 

London Pavilion opens Sept. 15 
under United Artists regime, with 
‘Bulldog Drummond Strikes Back’ 
as opening feature. 

Marion Lorne will take extended 
vacation on closing of ‘Afterwards’ 
Show has 
been on six months. 

Claiming to be oldest department 
store in world, Whiteley’s (now un- 


der control of Selfridge’s) cele- 
brating 7ist birthday. 
Gertie Lawrence, Douglas Fair- 


banks, Jr., and James Laver dis- 
cussing final touches of their new 
play at Mapleton House. 





Charles Cochran’s new revue will 


and concern now on brink of ruin./ be titled ‘Stream Line,’ with Palace 


as likely house. Tom Webster doing 
some sketches for revue. 

Ed Cahn here from Hollywood, 
with several producing firms mak- 
ing offers for his services, but hold- 
ing out for biggest dough. 

Leni Riefenstahl, German film ac- 
tress, known as_  Hiitler’s oniy 
woman friend, here lecturing on 
film technique at the Universities. 

Max and Harry Nesbitt admit 


‘that Michael Carr is co-author of 


‘Mademoiselle’ and ‘Without That 
Certain Thing’ to avoid legal action. 

Eddie Fields staging comeback as 
blackface combo, assisted by Sam- 
my Wilson. Billed as ‘Two Black 
Knights,’ America’s Greatest Radio 
Stars.’ 





Paris 


By Bob Stern 





Sophie Tucker arriving. 

Eddie Lewis to America. 

Ghezi Bros. playing the Medrano. 

Irvin Marks in London for a 
week, 

Michael Farmer ducking over to 
London, 

Bo Dowling here from London, at 
George V. 

Harold Boyd and 3 Jigsaws play- 
ing Rex. 

Hal Young sailing to open in New 
York May 11. 

Gelett Burgess lecturing on how 
to write ’em, 

Ernest Bloch here from WU. 8S. 
boosting radio. 


Jim Witteried splitting with 
Harry Leasim. 

Dubbing of ‘Footlight Parade’ 
(WB) has begun. 

Cortlandt Bishop expected g6o0on, 
after motor trip to Italy. 

Pitoeff reviving Ibsen’s ‘Wild 
Duck’ at Vieux Colombier. 

Gertrude Hoffman looking for 


French girls to join her troupe. 

Bourdet’s ‘Temps Difficiles’ still 
playing to capacity at Michodiere. 

Ambassadeurs holding lapdog 
contest Friday (25) as press stunt. 

‘Unfinished Symphon?’ hitting 
seventh month at Studio de l’Etoile. 

Andre Maurois citing U’s ‘Back 
Street’ as proof that cinema is an 
art. 

Sacha Guitry buying Napoleon’s 
portfolio at Hotel Drouot auction 
sale. 

Abel Gance finishing ‘Poliche,’ 
film, with Marie Bell and Constant 
Remy. 

Local society turning out for 
opening of ‘Nana’ (UA) at Lord 
Byron, ¥ 

Sculpture of dancers being shown 
by Archives Internationale de la 
Danse, 

‘Phantom President’ (Par) still 
kicking around town. At the Artis- 
tic now. 

Film version of ‘Banque Nemo,’ 
Louis Verneuil comedy, opening in 
Brussels, 

Barbara Newberry dancing at 
Ritz gala, where Willie Lewis’ or- 
chestra plays. 

Mary McCormic booked for a re- 
cital at Champs Elysees theatre 
Wednesday (9). 

Georgia Graves doing her balloon 
dance at Saisons de Paris gala at 
Bagdad, nitery. 

Leon Volterra’s horses cleaning 
up $35,000 in prizes in one week 
at local tracks. 

Jack Payne broadcasting number 
by Vincent Scotto, French e¢om- 
poser, for first time. 

Henry Bernstein's ‘Assault’ open- 
ing Tuesday (8) at Gymnase, Vic- 
tor Francen in lead. 

Capucines signing for a revue by 
Leon Daudet, royalist son of Al- 
phonse, for next year, 

“Wonder Bar’ (WB) getting a big 
hand at opening Wednesday (2) at 
George Hirch’s Apollo. 

Lily Pons, who is relatively un- 
known in her native land, doing 
well in a Paris concert. 

Jenny Dolly fighting French gov- 
ernment suit for $35,000 tax on her 
$1,500,000 diamond ring. 

Hoffman girls debutting as eircus 
performers in Racing Gals benefit at 
Cirque d’Hiver, Saturday (5). 

Andre Gide writing a ballet for 
Ida Rubinstein’s season at the 
Opera, with music by Stravinsky. 
Christiane and Duroy, back after 
a world tour, soon to hit the road 
again, this time with Marie Dubas. 
Bob Murphy and son Dick putting 
on a show with Ralph Barton at 
Harry's Bar before sailing for home. 
Francois Perans, stage manager 
of Gaite-Lyrique, winning 200-franc 
prize in 10th slice of French Na- 
tional Lottery. 

Franz Lehar, passing through 
Paris, seeing 650tn performance of 
this ‘Land of Smiles,’ operetta at 
Gaite Lyrique. 

Max Schmeling studying statues 
of Greek boxers in Louvre as he 
passes through with Anny Ondra on 
way to Barcelona. 

Traveling Institute of Wine and 
Gastronomy taking groups of Amer- 
icans around France for laboratory 





course in wine tasting. 


Strauss’ birthday. 

Lea Seidl eager to star Leo Falls 
‘Empress’ in London. 

Charles Bennett's ‘Big Business’ 
doing big biz in Poland. 

Stephan Wagner to go into mane 
agement of Burger theater. 

Anton Webern conducting a spe 
cial radio concert for London. 

Playwright Rudolf Heinz reeeive 
ing Writers’ Union prize of 1933. 

Bronislav Hubermann starting ty 
teach at States Academy in May. 

Monument to be erected in honog 
of late comedienne Hansi Niese. 

Talk of J. B. Priestley’s ‘Labur~ 
num Grove’ for both here and Bers 
lin. 

Xenia Field of London dramatiae 
ing Arthur Schnitzler’s short story 
‘Dawn Break’. 

Drastic cuts for admission ag 
Reinhardt’s, with tickets ranging 
from 20c to $2. 

Salzburg Marionette’s Theatre to 
go on tour to Istanbul, Athens, Beo= 
grad and Zagreb. 

Marylebone Players giving ong 
night performance of Shakespeare’s 
‘As You Like It’, 

New theatre in Oslo contracting 


W. oO. Sormin’s two character 
drama ‘Assassination’, 
Managers’ Union negotiating 


cut tax for private theatres duri 
spring and summer season. 

Radio City offering contract 
Erwin Straus, who is the compo 
son of composer-daddy Oscar. 

John Van Druten’s “‘There’s Ab 
ways Juliet’ under contract at thé 
Renaissance theater in Berlin. 

Dark Volksoper attracting atten# 
tion of Lustig-Prean, who is now 
manager at Bern, Switzerland. 

Leon Gerstel, exiled from Gera 
many, tripping from here to Londoy 
in hope of getting big parts there. 

Eva Hadrabova recovering from 
pneumonia, reappairing at = 
State Opera as Gulietta In ‘Tales o 
Hoffman’, 

Ballet mistress Margarete Wal 
man to London to rehearse dances 
in ‘Schwanda’ and ‘Arabella’ at Co= 
vent Garden, 

Jarmilla Novotna now filming i 
London and studying ‘Manon’ f 
purpose of co-starring with Gig 
in Massenet’s opera. 

Lothar Wallerstein, now ag 
Venice, directing the Viennese Opera, 
at the Teatro Fenice, sailing from 
there to South America. 

Gregor Fitelberg coming from 
Bucharest to introduce and conduc} 
prominent Polish works as he 4f 
also in the Rumanian capital. 

This year’s Mephistofeles at the 
Salzburg festival production af 
Goethe’s ‘Faust’ will be played hy 
Raoul Aslan in lieu of Pallenberg. 

Lee Shubert among others nib= 
bling for Broadway rights of ‘Busi 
ness with Royalty,’ adapted from 
the Viennese by Anthony Arm- 
strong. 


negotiations of local State Opera td 
produce ‘Cosi Fan Tutte’ and ‘The 
Woman Without a Shadow’ at la 
Fenice theater in Venice. 

Franz Ulbrich, manager of the 
Berlin Schauspielhaus, on official 
mission in Vienna to study bcal 
theatre. From here plans to visit 
Rome, Paris and London. 

Mussolini’s twenty-four-year old 
nephew, Vito Mussolini, who is 
editor-in-chief of ‘Popolo d'Italia’ 
for a few days stay in Vienna on 





a motor sight-seeing tour through 
Europe. 

Burg Theatre invited to play at 
Rome, Milan, Budapest and Zurich, 
with Mussolini-Forzano’s ‘Campo di 
Maggio,’ in Italy, Madach’s ‘Trag- 


edy ot Man,’ in ftiungary aad 
Schell’s ‘Forest Man’ in Switzer- 
land, 





Hollywood 


Ben Holzman due in May 19. 

Jean Hersholt on N. Y. vacash. 

Sam Briskin on biz in Vancouver. 

Edith Van Cleve summering here. 

Fay Wray’s homing pigeon won a 
cup. 





Kathryn Scola on six weeks’ va- 
cash, 

Charles Butterworth fighting 
sinus. 

Solly Violinsky’s club, the Players, 
opens. 


Dick Powell bothered with sinus 
trouble, 

Henry King home from Panama 
via plane. 

Gertrude Michael recovering from 
bronchitis. 

Victor Milner yachting in the 
South Seas. 


his 70th pic. 
Frank Ramsey is going to Tahiti 
next month. 
Andy Hervey home under e phy- 
sician’s optic. 

Clark Gable fishing again at Pyra- 
mid Lake, Nev. 

Al Jolson broke a finger playing 
beach baseball. 
Jeanette Rex now aszistant to Lon 
Young at Mascot. 
Larry Weingarten looking over the 
shows in New York. 
Rita Kaufman free lancing fash- 
ions on quitting Fox. 





(Continned on page 70) 


Italian Government aiding current _ 


W. S. Van Dyke recently finished 
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OBITUARIES 


DAN ASTELLA 

DeLos Asprill (Dan Astella), 48, 
died at the General hospital Sara- 
nac Lake, May 4, after a fourth in- 
testinal operation. He had been an 
N.V.A. patient for the past two 
years. 

In vaudeville he was with the As- 
télla’s, a well-known acrobatic 
troupe, and for years was connected 
with the tab musical comedy field, 
touring the Southern States. 

A daughter, son and sister sur- 
vive. Interment Saranac. 





LENORE DE LARSH 


Lenore De Larsh, of the one-time 
sister team of Lenore and Vivian, 
died in Minneapolis May 4. She has 
been engaged out of the profession 
for several years. She was well 
known in dramatic stock and reper- 
toire. She is survived by two broth- 
ers, James and Alford; Mrs. Julia 
Swarthout of Detroit, Mich., and 
Miss Vivian Bulmer of Minneapolis. 





THEODORE P. ZADRA 


Theodore P. Zadra, 56, president 
of the International Amusement Co., 
died at his home in Denver May 10. 
Zadra was also a mining operator. 
Death was caused by pneumonia. 
Survived by his wife, five children 
and a brother and sister. 

Zadra’s company owns the Ogden 
and Hiawatha, Denver, and the Lib- 
erty Bell, Leadville. 


CRISS WILLIAMS 


Criss Williams, 64, burlesque actor 
and manager, died of kidney trouble 
May 12 at Manhattan General hos- 
pital, New York. 

Williams was a Mutual and Co- 
lumbia wheel franchise holder for 
years, produ_ing and managing his 
own shows and also playing in them. 
Widow survives. 








DOROTHY HARVARD 


Dorothy Harvard, 22, died at the 
N.V.A. lodge, Saranac Lake, May 11, 
after an illness of five years. She 
was in ‘Lovely Lady’ and ‘Broadway 
Ramblers’ companies. At the time 
of her breakdown she was in vaude- 
ville with Blake and Howard act. 
Survived by a father, mother and 
sister. Interment in New York. 





PHILIP BRAHAM 


Philip Braham, 52, composer of 
light music, died of heart failure 
at his London flat, May 2. Had 
acted as musical director, and com- 
posed many of the early Andre 
Charlot revues. His latest work 
was theme songs for films, two of 
which he left unfinished. Survived 
by widow and young daughter. 





MRS. JACK DUNCANSON 


Mrs. Jack Duncanson, 63, chair- 
man of Los Angeles Philharmonic 
women’s committee, died at her 
home in San Diego May 7 after a 
13-day illness. For 11 years she 
provided San Diego with L. A. Phil- 
harmonic orchestra concerts, aided 
deserving musicians. Survived by 
her widower, two cousins. 





GORDON HOEYE 


Gordon Hoeye, 43, veteran coast 
film salesman, died May 6 in Den- 
ver, of pneumonia. Deceased for 
years was with the Pathe and FBO 
sales forces, and at one time oper- 
ated a picture house in Wilmington, 
Cal. For a number of years he 
made his home in Los Angeles. 

No immediate survivers. 





BERTRAM H. CURRIER 

Bertram H. Currier, 59, musician 
and composer, died at his home, 
Newton, Mass, May 9. He was a 
member of the first orchestra of the 
Boston Opera Co. and played with 
the People’s Symphony Orchestra. 

His widow, three sons and two 
daughters survive. 





ALFRED ALDRIDGE 
Alfred Aldridge, 58, Shakespearan 
actor, died in Hollywood, May 4. 
He was born in New Orleans and 
toured with Frederick Ward, Julia 
Marlowe and William Thorton. He 
also played picture bits. 
Survived by a cousin and an 
aunt, 
KATHLEEN GILISKA 
Kathleen Marian Piper, known 
professionally as Kathleen Giliska, 





Pel OE NEA Rt ORNL A 


died in Halifax, N. S., recently, 
after a long illness. She was a 
professional stage dancer, and later 


a dancing instructress at Halifax. 
Interment in Halifax. She was un- 
married. 





SIGRUM SALVASON 
Sigrum Salvason, 25, who doubled 
for Greta Garbo under the name of 
Rae Randall, committed suicide in 
Hollywood, May 7. 
She played bits in several pix. 
Her husband survives. 





MRS. SARAH ROBINSON-DUFF 

Mrs.’ Sarah Robinson-Duff, fa- 
mous singing teacher, died in New 
York May 11 after a long illness. 
She counted among her pupils Mary 
Garden, Nora Bayes, Freda Hempel 
and Mary McCormic. Surviving are 
a daughter and two sons. 





TOM QUEEN 
Tom Queen, 73, veteran of the 
minstrel days, died in Glendale, 
Cal., May 11, following a perform- 
ance for the American Legion. 
He is survived by an_ invalid 
brother. 





CARR LYNN 
Carr Lynn, 49, animal mimic on 
vaudeville stage, died. in London 
April 20. He had been ili for some 
time, following an operation. — 


Mother of late Henry White 3d, 
playwright, known professionally as 
Roland Oliver, died at her home 
here May 11. 








Michael Duffy, 7-month-old child 
of Al Duffy, Boston publicity direc- 
tor for the Shuberts, died last week 
of pneumonia. Mrs. Duffy was Beth 
Stuart of the stage. 





Father, 75, of Joe Cornbleth, vaude 
booking agent, died at his home in 
Los Angeles, May 5, following a 
lingering illness. 





Frank R. Macauley, Santa Cruz 
exhibitor, died of heart trouble May 
14, aged 54. 





New Business 





(Continued from page 56) 


26 announcements on Luncheon 
Melodies, KLZ. 

Denver Buick Co., seven announce- 
ments daily, indefinite, KFEL. 

Denver Buick Co., seven one-min. 
spot announcements, KOA. 

Dupler Furs, 21 preferred evening 
announcements, KLZ. 


Dodge Motor Co., six one-min. 


spots, KLZ. 
Shell Oil, 100 announcements, 
KLZ. 


Lewis Medical Co., ‘Tums,’ 26 an- 
nouncements, KLZ, 

Buick Motors Co., 
ments, KLZ. 

Ford Motor Co., 26 announcements, 
KLZ. 

Fontius Shoe Co., 
ments, KLZ. 

Waitere Beer, 
grams, KLZ, 


26 announce- 


13 announce- 


three 15-min. pro- 





DUBUQUE, IOWA 

Lorenz Laundry, quarter hour 
daily for 26 weeks, with Lorenz 
Laundrymen and tenor. WKBB. 

Trenkle & Co., three fifteen-minute 
periods weekly for 26 weeks, using 
‘Organ Melodies.’ WKBB. 

Rosheks Department Store, two 
quarter hours daily, one at noon, the 
other evening, for 52 weeks using 
news flashes. WKBB. 

Hartman’c Furniture Store, daily 
ten-minute period for 13 weeks with 
‘The Inquiring Reporter.” WkKBB. 

Kelly Springfield Tires, quarter 
hour daily for 26 weeks presenting 
‘Band of the Week.’ WKBB. 

Skelly Oil Company, quarter hour 
nightly except Saturday and Sunday 


with transcription series ‘Jimmie 
Allen, for 13 weeks. WKBB. 
Star Brewing Company, quarter 


hour nightly for 26 weeks. 
Review. WKBB. 

Kraft’s Clothing Store, one fifteen- 
minute period weekly using ‘The 
Mississippi Male Singers’ for 13 
weeks. WKBB. 

Dubuque Safety Deposit Company, 
two announcements, one day, one 
night, daily for 52 weeks. WKBB. 

Key City Gas Co., one announce- 


Sports 





ment daily for 13 weeks. ‘Mail Bag 
Hour.” WKBB. 
NASHVILLE 


Armand Company, begin Monday 
May 21 for 13 times. Electrical 
transcriptions. Placed by N. W. 
Ayer & Son, Inc. 

Buick Motor Company, May 7, 
through May 11, 6 each day—30 word 





announcements—Campbell-iawald Co. 


| News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 68) 


cameraman. Escaped with $1,500 in 
rugs and clothing. 


Superior Judge McComb, Los An- 





geles, approved contract between 
Metro, Wanda Perry and William 
Henry, 


Pauline Frederick spent 12 hours 
in Los Angeles, coming out from 
New York to testify in her bank- 
ruptey suit held for the purpose of 
discharging her of liabilities. 


Ruling that a husband who ob- 
tains a divorce need not pay ali- 
mony, Superior Judge Valentine, 
Los Angeles, refused to order C. M. 
Caskey to pay his former wife, 
Connie, actress, $300 awarded her 
at the time of the decree. 


Betty McMahon, picture extra, has 
filed suit for divorce in L. A. from 
F. C. Stevens, Beverly Hills broker. 


Superior Judge Pacht, L. A.. has 
granted a non-suit in the $25,000 
heart balm Action of Earl W. Estes, 
musician, against James and Jennie 
Vance and William Coffee. 


Margherita Sarfatti, Italian au- 
thoress, has left for New York, after 
visiting Los Angeles. 


Emmett Flynn, 42, former director 
and film writer, sentenced some 
time ago to San Quentin on a charge 
of escaping from Riverside, Cali., 
jail, has applied to Gov. Rolph for a 
full pardon. 

John Cromwell and Kay Johnson 
have been relieved of payment of 
$1,850 in fees to an architect for de- 
signing their ranch house by a L.A. 
judge. 

Retrial of Princes David and 
Serge Mdivani, on theft charges 
growing out of their promotion of 
the Pacific Oil Co., postponed until 
June 25, 


Mrs. Helen Cooke has filed suit in 
L. A. against Mrs, DeEtta DeGroff 
for $100,000 damages, charging she 
posed as her husband's wife. 


State Supreme Court, Chihuahua, 
Mex., has issued a statement up- 
ga its much-discussed divorce 
aw. 


Lewis Borzage and his wife are 
seeking $25,000 damages in the L. A. 
Superior Court from Florence Carl- 
son for injuries in an auto accident. 


Emerald Littlefield, radio enter- 
tainer, granted permission in L. A. 
to apply for probation on conviction 
of attacking a woman. 

Five years ago Frances Hamilton, 
daughter of a then millionaire lum- 
berman was a deb. She was offered 
$350 a week at Paramount, but 
spurned the offer for marriage. The 
marriage failed and now she is an 
extra to aid in paying off a $36,000 
mortgage on her parent’s $125,000 
home in Pasadena. 

Amalie Baruch, niece of Bernard 
Baruch, is in Hollywood arranging 
screen tests. Her father, H. N. 
Baruch, was an actor at one time. 
She recently was divorced from 
Perry B. Frank, banker. 

Jean Harlow announces she in- 
tends to sue Hal Rosson, camera- 
man, her third hubby, for a divorce. 

Aida Polo Hopper, dancer and 
niece of Eddie Polo, divorced in Los 
Angeles from John Hopper. 

Warren Williams has purchased 
an estate at Encino, Cal. Gary 
Cooper, E. E. Horton, Ann Nichols 
and Frances Lederer as neighbors. 

Bob Robinson, 40, former actor, 
stabbed several times during an al- 
tercation in Hollywood. 

Valley of the Moon, near San 
Francisco, written of by Jack Lon- 
don, will become a dude ranch. 

Conway ‘Tearle must appear in 
San Francisco May 15 to show cause 
why he should not be adjudged in 
contempt of court for not paying 
alimony to the estate of his de- 
ceased wife. 

Three household workers have 
filed suit for $729 in Los Angeles 
against Evelyn Brent and her hus- 
band Harry D. Edwards. 

Legislation to combat unethical 
radio advertising, by what are des- 
cribed as ‘medical fakers’, urged by 


the Calif. State board of Medical 
Examiners in a report to Gov. 
Rolph. 


Francis X. Bushman and Owen 
Atkin, a West Los Angeles inventor, 
have announced completion of a 
camera worked by the trigger of a 
revolver which photos a bullet fired 
from the gun. 

$yron Gay, song writer, who 
hopped with Admiral Byrd to Little 
America, has returned to Holly- 
wood. 

Elsa Luhmann, 21, German ac- 
tress, has arrived in Hollywood. 

Leon Beaumon, film extra, was 
served with legal papers in a suit 
for $250,000 in Hollywood. Beau- 
mon is an inventor-engineer and 
has several patents netting him $15,- 
000 yearly, according to the plain- 
tiff, and it is on one of these that 
he is being sued for infringement. 

Virginia Ruth Roberts, actress, 
divorced in Los Angeles, from Orrin 
W. Roberts, picture technician. 

H. H. Van Loan appeared in Los 
Angeles Superior Court and an- 
nounced he would pay $250 back 
alimony as quickly as he receives 
a check for collaborating on a New 
York play to be produced in the fall. 

Mrs. Daisy Canfield Chapman, 
daughter of the late Mrs. Antonio 
Moreno, and Harry Fickeisen, both 
of Los Angeles, marriéd May 2. 





(Continued from page 69) 


Jean Harlow and her mother hop- 
ping to Honolulu soon, 


Carl Laemmle, Sr., missed his first 
Kentucky Derby in years. 


Joe E. Brown cabling from Hong- 
kong he’ll return in a month, 


Maurice Kosloff sole operator of 
the Shelton & Edmunds Agency. 


Diana Wynward will spend the 
three summer months in England. 


If Wini Shaw’s good in a Warner 
short she goes into ‘Sweet Adeline.’ 


Estelle Clark given a party on a 
Honolulu-bound boat by Leo Robin. 


Al Jolson and Ruby Keeler are 
slipping away via the canal May 18. 


Andy Levine ‘King of the Ball’ at 
the Little Rock, Ark., cotton fes- 
tival. 

Bing Crosby bought an interest in 
Freddie Steele, Tacoma fighter, for 
$7,500. 

Suzuki Demi, Jap actor, will come 
to Warners if Mervyn Le Roy has 
his say. 


Sally O'Neill is being sued for 


$653 rent, etc. by Hotel Park 
Central, N. Y. 
Mozelle Brittone will be in Alan 


Dinehart’s (her hubby) play, ‘Alley 
Cas,” in NN. z. 

Rebecca and Silton are suing 
Marian Nixon for $393 commish on 
an RKO job. 

Joan Blondell and George Barnes 
expect to join Norman Foster in 
Tahiti in July. 

Ethel Borden, from legit, and Mer- 
cedes De Acota new scribblers on 
the Metro staff. 

Ross and Stewart, King’s club 
chanters, doing ditties in ‘Stamboul 
Quest’ at Metro. 

Herbert Marshall, Hugh Williams 
and Henry Stephenson have reniged 
on European treks. 

Jack Haley is jumping to 
shack on Lake Mahopac, N. 
completion of pic work. 
Meta Carpenter quite Wm. Perl- 
berg and joins Irving Starr with 
Edward Small productions. 

NVA shuttering office. No funds. 
Harry English, in charge, and Mrs. 
English vacationing in Boston. 
Julius S. Fisher, p.a. for Amal- 
gamated Theatres in Singapore, and 
brother of Joe Fisher, ogling studios. 
Patsy Kelly suffered contusions 
about the feet in making a Roach 
picture, but continued work after 
medic probing. 

Ramon Novarro, on a concert tour 
in South America; learns that Metro 
takes up its option on his s®rvices 
starting in October. 

Municipal court Judge Blake, 
friend of show folks, has two beds 
set aside at the County hospital for 
people of the profesh. 

Alleging plagiarism of her story, 
‘An Exiled God,’ Claire Evans Don- 
ahue has brought suit for $50,000 
damages against Par. 

Mona Maris and Anita Campillo 
entrained for N. Y. for the Hecht- 
MacArthur picture, ‘Crime Without 
Passion,’ filming in Astoria. 

BE. Bruce Johnson has become as- 
sociated with Sam Berkowitz and 
Mel Huling in Majestic-Far West 
Exchanges, and will run the ’Frisco 
office. 

Sultan and Sultana of Johore, who 
are visiting here, were dinner guests 
of J. J. Murdock along with Frank 
Buck, Following the dinner, the In- 
dian royalty viewed Buck’s ‘Wild 
Cargo’ film jin which the Sultan is 
picturized. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


his 
Y., on 








Very warm. Drinkeries report 
unprecedented demand for cocktails. 
yovernment advising Mexican 
laborers not to go to the U. S. A., 
explaining that jobs are scarce 
there, 

Chihuahua state government has 
drafted a law forbidding its di- 
vorce lawyers from advertising in 
American newspapers. 

John Barrymore, his wife, Do- 
lores Costello, and their children; 
visited Guaymas on their yacht. 
Second trip since Easter. 
Twenty eight hundred divorces 
were granted, mostly Americans, by 
civil courts of Ciudad Juarez, across 
from El Paso, Tex., during the past 
19 months. 

Frank Beas, owner of the Beas 
Model Circus, robbed of a valuable 
gold watch presented by a fond 
municipality, while counting the 
house du.ing a show at Guaymas, 
a Sonora state port. 

Foreign Club, backed by an 
American-Mexican syndicate, cost- 
ing $600,000, a luxury spot featur- 
ing gaming halls, completed in a 
local suburb and to be inaugurated 
soon. First club of the kind to be 
opened here in years. 





Barcelona 


By Lawrence A. Farnsworth 





Juan de Landa’s picture, ‘Dale de 
Betun’ (‘More Shoe Polish’), will 
soon be released here. 


‘Queen Christina of Sweden’ en- 
tering its fourth week at the Ur- 
quinaona and still going strong. 


Hungarian artist, Helena Ban- 
hidy, has been contracted for the 
new Spanish picture ‘Que te Quieres 
Apostar.’ 


Actualidades, newsreel picture 
house, finishing third week of spe- 
cial Mickey Mouse programs. Only 
Disney creations used on hour's 
program. : 


Etienne Pallos, director of Lon- 
don Films, spent several days in 
Barcelona last week. While here 
he was the guest of Associated Ar- 
tists at a luncheon at the Ritz. 


‘Dos Mujeres y un Don Juan’ 
(‘Two Women and One Don Juan’), 
new national production, will be 
released in Barcelona next week, 
Distributed by Cinnamond Films. 


National production in full swing. 
Seville all hot and bothered over 
the opening of new studios there. 
One picture now being filmed. At 
the Orphea two pictures are near- 
ing completion. 

Vilches, one of Spain’s most popu- 
lar actors, had to retire from a per- 
formance of ‘Jabali’ during the sec- 
ond act because he completely lost 
his voice. Actor is now resting and 
has greatly improved. 

Anny Ondra and her husband, 
Max Schelming, returned to Bar- 
celona from Paris. They stopped 
just long enough to call on the 
President before leaving for Sitges, 
where Schelming has his training 
camp. 

First film to be finished in the 
new studios of C. E. A. in Ciudad 
Lineal has just been released. It 
is titled ‘Agua en el Suelo’ (‘Water 
on the Floor’). Opening was at the 
Coloseum in Barcelona and picture 
is now finishing its first week’s run 
to good business. 

Salvador Gervas, impresario of 
the Olympia Circus, was killed in a 
motor accident in Barcelona. He 
was riding in the car of Rafael 
Belda, member of the Human 
Eagles, troupe who were playing 
the circus at the time of the acci- 
dent. Belda escaped serious in- 


jury, 
Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 








Dance season starts. 

Sir Ben Fuller to London in May, 
Joe Joel handling Columbia exe 
ploitation here. 

Par tickled over the big success 
of ‘Alice in Wonderland’ here. 

F. W. Thring will produce ‘The 
Beloved Vagabond’ in Melbourne 
next week. 

Everybody agreed past Lenten 
was the best ever experienced in 
Sydney since back in 1927. 

‘I Was a Spy’ (G-B) has turned 
out the biggest hit scored by a 
British picture in Australia. 
‘Viennese Nights,’ after a good 
return season in Sydney, will again 
be screened in Melbourne for a run 
try. 

Charles Munro, co-director of 
G. T., still sticking to vaude acts at 
the Regent, Sydney. Latest im- 
portation is Al Priora. 

‘White Horse Inn’ predicted to 
chalk up the biggest success yet 
scored by W-T. Seats are selling 
two weeks in advance. 

Joe McCurdy successful in get- 
ting ace Columbia product into the 
G. T. circuit. Will preview ‘It Hap- 
pened One Night’ for the trade, 
Film probe thing is still continu- 
ing, but its mostly chatter by the 
lawyers now. Will be some weeks 
before a decision is handed down. 
Metro is all set to open its new Mel- 
bourne theatre. Recently adver- 
tised for girl ushers for the thea- 
tre and hundreds rushed to grab the 
jobs. 

It was thought by some that ‘I’m 
No Angel’ would only stay around 
two weeks at Prince Edward, Syd- 
ney. But that West personality 
has fooled them all. Picture is in 
6th week and will stick longer. 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St.. New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beaatifal 
CARDS and FOLDERS. Boxed. Post- 
paid. for 


One Dollar 
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eShoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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Restaurants, 


Foreign Villages Top 


Concessions Set for 1934 Chi Fair 





Chicago, May 14. 

Concessions are practically set 
for the new World’s Fair. Two 
types of concessions show a decided 
increase—foreign villages and eat- 
eries. Restarants couldn’t handle 
the mobs last year. Villages coined 
money last year, but may be due to 
the small number of such attrac- 
This year may be tougher 
Good pro- 


tions. 
as competition grows. 
portion of the concessions this year 
are holdovers from 1933. 

Following is a ‘ist of concession- 
aires for 1934, the list being as of 
April 23. Information conveys the 
name of the concession, the type of 
concession and the man who serves 


as the contact for the spot. 


American Badge Co., etore for novelties, 
Frank Smith. 

Armour & Co., special structure exhibit 
and sales, Mr. Russell. 

Art Metal Works, Inc., sale of products, 
Mr. Gear. 

Banks, Heyman & Rothstein, 
Gourmet, Wm. Rothstein. 

D. G. Barton, Adventureland, D. G. Bar- 
ton. 

Belgique Pittoresque, 
lage, George Potie. j 

Joseph Beuttas, Colonial Village, Joseph 
Beuttas. 

Joseph Beuttas, 
Joseph Beuttas. 

R. V. Blanchard, children’s magazines 
and books, R.' V. Blanchard, 

Borden Farm Products Co., milk stands, 
W. F. Kettell. 

Brookhill Labs., Inc., luncheonette, Rus- 
ge:l Gage. 

Admiral Richard E. Byrd, 
York,’ Col. L. McDonald. 

California Prune and Apricot Grocers’ 
Association, dried fruits and prune juice, 
Lou Buckeley. 

Carlson Amucement’ Enterprises, 
*Buck Rogers,’ John Dille. 

Casino de Alex, Inc., Casino de Alex, A. 
D. Berkey. 

Century Homes, Inc., 
row, George F. Keck. : 

Century Water Co., drinking water, I. D. 
Groak. 

Chicago Concessions Co., 
drinks, C. B. King. 

Chicago Steamer Lines, steamship trans- 
portation, . K, Greenbaum. 

Citrus Fruit Juice Co., still drinks, W. 
B. Wolken. 

Cc. L. & M. Co., silverware and jewetry, 
Martin Lenz. 


Cafe du 


Inc., Betgian Vil- 


production, 


aquatic 


‘City of New 


Inc., 


House of Tomor- 


carbonated 


Continental Baking Co., bakery goods, 
B. Campbell. 

Continental Conceseion Co., Lincoln 
group and Rutledge Tavern, R.  Bon- 
nell, Jr. 

Continental Concession Co., Solomon's 


Temple, R. Bonnell, Jr. 

Continental Concession Co., 
R. Bonne?l, Jr. 

Continental Concession Co., 
*Mexico,’ Abe Raynor. 

J. F. Cornelius, penny 
chines, J. F. Cornelius. 

Crown Food Co., ice cream, E, L. Morris. 

Crown Food Co., sandwich stands, E. L. 
Morris. 

Crown Food Co., seven restaurants, E. L. 
Morris. 

Czecho - Slovak - American 
Commerce, sale of merchandise, 
Sokol. 

Czecho - Slovak - American Chamber of 
Commerce, restaurant, John Sokol. 

Daggett Roller Chair Co., roller chairs 
and rickshas, Whitney Elias. 

Walker 1. Dickerson Co., footwear, R. M. 


beach house, 
nite club 


stamping ma- 


Chamber of 
John 


Vosburgh. 

Dood:ebug, Inc., restaurant, Earle Mor- 
8. 

Doughnut Machine  Corp., Mayflower 


@oughnut, B. L. Marsh 


Dufour & Rogers, ‘Hawaii’ (nite club), 
Lew Dufour. 

Dufour & Rogers, ‘Life’ (show), Joe 
Rogers. 

Durkee Famous Foods, Inc., Durkee 


Products, J. Albert Califf, Jr. 

Clemmensen & Hoefle. Edwards’ Rancho, 
W. F. Clemmensen, 

Bitel. Inc., ‘Rotisserie,’ Robert J. Eitel. 

Espana Touristic, Inc., Spanish Village, 
N. Arias. 

Espana Touristic, 
rant, N. Arias. 

Fred Evans, popcorn and caramel corn. 
Fred Evans. 

R. B. Fageol, miniature railroad, R. B. 
Fageol. 

Flying Turns Operating Co., ride, H. Ed- 
@al. Olson. 

Attilio Forte, conical slide, Attilio Forte. 

Paul F. Gaus, Swanee. River Boys, Paul 
F. Gaus. 

General 
Adair. 

Murray Goldberg, guess your 
scales, Murray Goldberg. 

Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., dirigibles, 

Il. Fickes. 

Greyhound Corp., bus transportation, R. 
A. Bogan. 

Gray Line Sight-Seeing Co., sight-seeing 
tours, Harry Dooley. 


Inc., Spanish restau- 


Cigar Co., cigar store, A. S. 


weight 


H. & K. Enterprises, Inc., auto skooter, 
Roy E. Tullgren. 
H. & K. Enterprises, Inc., auto ride, 
Roy E. Tullgren. 
H. & K. Enterprises, Inc., ‘Bug’ ride, 


Roy E. Tullgren, 
Luther Harmon, headlight proving appli- 
ance, Luther Harmon. 

Harvey, Inc., Toy Town Tavern, D. C. 
Plummer. 

Chr. Hanson’s Laboratory, Inc., sale of 
junket, Karl J. Monrad. 

Hoffman & Lockwood, ‘Puzzlecraft,’ Car] 
Hoffman. 

House of David, sale of manufactured 
Products, H, T. Dewhirst. 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co., 
Phones, A. D. Swanson. 
Illinois Hollywood Corp., 
J. S. Markstein 

Illinois Hollywood Corp., 
lage,’ J. S. Markstein 
Harry A. Illions, Hey 
Loop, Harry A. Illions. 
Infant Incubator Co., 
Dr. Martin Cooney, 
International Oddities, Inc., 
John E Cornell 
Irish Village Corp., 
Ray. 
_ italian Village 
Thomas White. 
pinmie, Herbert, ‘Catapult,’ Miss F. Sha- 


pubtic tele- 
‘Hollywood,’ 
*"Mexican Vi:- 
Dey and Lindy 
infant incubator, 
Ripley's, 
Irish Vitlage, W..E. 
Village, 


Corp., Italian 





Kamin, Herbert, “The World Beneath,’ 
Miss F. Shapiro. 
Kaufmann & Fabry, official photog- 


rapher, Iierman Fabry. 

George Fred Keck, modern house, George 
Fred Keck. 

K, Bernard Kim, 
K. Bernard Kim. 

La Suisse Pittoresque, 
George Potie. 

A. C. Lawrence Leather Co., stuffed ani- 
mals (Enchanted Island). E. L. Morris. 

Libby, McNei:l & Libby, tomato and 
pineapple juice stande, F. P. Slivon. 

Lion Motor Drome, Inc., motordrome, T. 
A. Loveland. 

T. A. Loveland, auto skooter, T. A. Love- 
land. 

T. A. Loveland, House of Mystery, T. A. 
Loveland. 

T. A. Loveland, draft root beer and pies, 
T. A. Loveland. 

. A . Loveland, 
T. A. Loveland. 

T. A. Loveland, 


‘Streets of Shanghai,’ 


Swiss Village, 


nuts and nut meats, 


perfumes, T. A. Love- 


land. 

. A. Loveland, carrousel, T. A. Love- 
rand, 

T. A. Loveland, zoological garden, T. A. 
Loveland. 

Henry C. Lytton & Sons, The Hub, 
Ernest Gluck. 

Marchand & Calas, Television show, 
Henri Marchand. 

Match King, Inc., store for smokers’ 


articles, Mr. Lee. 

Messmore & Damon, Inc., trip down Lést 
River, Mr. Messmore. 
Midget Village, Inc., Midget 


Village, 
Stanley Graham. 


Royal R. Milter, gravity coaster, Royal 
R. Miller. 

Lucy Morgan, Carolina cabin, Lucy Mor- 
gan. 

Charles Muller, luncheonettes, Charles 
Muller. 

Charles Muller, Schtitz Garden Cafe, 


Charles Muller. 

Barney Nathan, store for sale of baby 
clothes, Barney Nathan. 

Barney Nathan, store for sale of baby 
clothes (Enchanted Island), Barney Nathan. 

J. Gilbert Noon, shooting gallery, J. Gil- 
bert Noon. 

R. H. Norton, mapte products. 

Oasis Co., Mediterranean Village, 
Streyckmans. 

Gi vannelie, Inc., restaurant, D. J. O’Con- 
nell. 

T. Ohta, Japanese merchandise, T. Ohta. 

Old England, Ltd., English Village, Ed. 


Vogelback. 
O:d Heidelberg, 


Felix 


Old Heidelberg Corp., 
Robert J. Eitel. 

H. Edsall Olson, 
H. Eé@sall Olson. 

Pal Waukee Airport, Inc., airport, Owen 
Jones. 

Parkwood Trading Corp., Pantheon de le 
Guerre, Mr. Chadwick. 

Patent Exhibits, Inc., exhibit of patents, 
copyrights, etc., Lawson Jaffe. 

The Patsyette Shop, dolls and Gol ac- 
cessories, Mrs. Rene Lavenant. 

Person Exhibitors’ Co., exhibit of malt 
beverage products—restaurant and dancing, 
George H. Grear. 

Polly Grills, Inc., tea rooms, A. Fried- 
man, 

P. R. Enterprises, Inc., Midway Beach 
restaurant, Jos. Pagano. 

Progress Amusement Corp., lagoon trans- 
portation, Harry Rice. 
ne Oats Co., Aunt Jemima pancakes, 

R. & B. Amusement Co., cyclone coaster, 
Harry Rice. 

Radio Steel & Mfg. Co., 
E. M. Wallgren. 

Rankin Roberts, pony ride, Rankin Rob- 


Hum All Instruments, 


coaster wagons, 


erts. 


Rosenthal, 
S. Markstein. 
H. H. Shuart, outdoor tife exhibit, H. H. 
Shuart. 

Simon, Leo, voice recording, Leo Simon. 
Simons, H. D., metal and leather novel- 
ties, H. D. Simons. 


Cornell & Dwyer, casino, -J. 


Simpson’s Flower Shop, florist, G. §S. 
Le Mar. 
Sinai Kosher Sausage Factory, Kosher 


sandwich stands, Jack Levin. 

R. J. Sipchen Amusement Corp., Black 
Forest Vilage. R. J. Sipchen. 

Mrs. Snyder's Home-Made Candies, store. 
=e Gre Snyder. 

Steinberg, Edw. J., Gift Shop of the 
World, Edw. J. Steinberg. Jf 

Sticha & Svator. Hungarian goods. Ru- 
dolph Sticha. 

Society of American Florists and Orna- 
mental Horticulture, garden and flower 
show, John Servas. 
ean Stockholm, barber shop, Carl Stock- 
olm. 

1934 Streets of Paris, Inc., 
Paris, John ©. McMahon. 


Streets of 


Swedieh Produce Co., restaurant, Mr. 
Friedlander. 

Swift & .Co., 23d Street project, E. L. 
Morris. 

Jonn R. Thompson Co., restaurants at 


grandstand, John R. Thompson. 

Mrs. James Ward Thorne, 
rooms, Mrs. James W. Thorne. 

Hazel M. Thorud, Miller High Life, Bert 
Thorud. 

Toffenetti Restaurant Co., Triangle Res- 
taurant, D. L. Toffenetti. 

Touristic North Africa, Tunisian Village, 
Rene Bouary. 

E. E. Truscott, 
E. E. Truscott. 


miniature 


Drive Yourself boats, 


Paul Turner, World’s Fair Pocketbook 
Shop, Paul Turner. 
Victor Unterreiner, store — Hungarian 


goods, Victor Unterreiner. 

Victor Vienna Garden Cafe, Inc., Victor 
Vienna Cafe, Victor Deisenhofer. 

Walgreen Co., stores and luncheonettes, 
Mr. Bowes. 

Max Wenger. cotton candy (Enchanted 
Island), Max Wenger. 


Wilson & Co., food stands, Wm. Grove. 
_ Wi:son & €o., sale of products, Wm 
Grove. 

Winston Corp., auto track, Charles § 
Winston. 


Woodlawn Service Co., 
Fred Becker. 


souvenir stande, 





MIX GOES OVER 
Oklahoma City, May 14. 
On agreement between the state 
and defense council, an old ‘horse 
embezzlement’ case against Tom 
Mix, one-time cowboy on the 101 
Ranch near Newkirk, Okla. was 
postponed in district court Satur- 


day until May 25. 
SHIFTING 
Fort Wayne, May 14. 
George Trier has closed his Min- 


uet hall downtown and is now get- 
ting Trier’s Amusement park on 
west side of city in shape for open- 
ing Decoration Day 





DILL-MIX CIRCUS 


Wooster, O., May 11. 


Sam B. Dill-:: m Mix Roundup, 
which launched its 1934 season at 
Hot Springs, Ark., only two weeks 
ago is already in Ohio and is head- 
ing east at a rapid pace to make its 
regular territory ahead of the rail- 
road shows. Tom Mix, film star, is 
being given top billing over the 
Dill title. Show this season is con- 
siderably enlarged, due to the pres- 
ence of Mix’s own flee. of trucks. 
Outfit is completely motorized, mov- 
ing on about 50 trucks, 38 trailers, 
26 house cars and 16 private cars. 
A very elaborate and modern living 
car for Mix was delivered to the 
show recently at Memphis. All 
equipment is newly painted, interior 
of the tents spick and span and 
props are on par with the larger 
shows. New big top is 120 round 
with three 40's. The meragerie, 
also new, is a 90 with three 30's. The 
kid show also is new and larger 
than last season. Dill, as usual, 
looks after the front end and Mr. 
Mix has complete charge of the 
performance, with his old side kick, 
John Agee, as equestrian director. 

Program opens with the custo- 
mary pageant, headed by Mix and 
Tony, band covgirls, stage coach, 
clowns and performers on foot, with 
Mix in center ring during the prog- 
ress of the procession. Show runs: 
(1), Mrs. Helen Ford, dogs and mon- 
keys; Roy Hilbert, dogs, tight rope 
and high jump; Mrs. Hilbert, dogs, 
monkeys, wire swinging ladders. (2), 
Arbaugh troupe, three people, acro- 
bats; Jordan troupe, seven people, 
high ladder, pyramids; Bell Bros. 
and Wanda, acrobats; clowns’ first 
appearance. (3), Hobson family, 
Homer, Herbert and Juanita, prin- 
cipal riding act. (4), Mrs. Joy Myers, 
Ethel Harris, single trapeze and 
muscle grinds; funny Ford on 
track; Herbert Beeson on the wire. 
(5), Roy Hilbert, ponies; Mrs. Hil- 
bert, elephant; Mrs. Ford, ponies; 
clowns, baseball. (6), Walter Jen- 
nier, with “Buddy,” trained seal. (7), 


Mh. i1age number—, ‘Is oO. track; 
John Agee in sulky; Irma Ward, 
one-arm endurance swing, spotted 


near the closing, but a decided hit. 
(8), clown walkarounds; Hobson 
comedy riding. (9), Tom Mix and 
Tony and high school horses; 
clowns; Arbaughs and Bells, flying 
act, with Ward working with the 
Bells. 

In clown alley are Jack Knapp 
(producing clown), George Jennier, 
George Harmon and J. Thomas. 

Concert: Tom Mix, Herman Nolan, 
Boots Sallee, Ralph Clark, Ed Hen- 
dershot and wife, Augie Gomez, 
Frank Gusky and wife and John 
Agee. 

Sideshow: W. E. De Berrie, man- 
ager; Fred Voss and Dan Moore, 
ticket boxes; Rex Omas, inside lec- 
turer; Charles Perkins, boss can- 
vas. 

Entertainers: Ada Moore, snakes; 
Norma Estelle, mentalist; Jerry Ad- 
kinson, torture cabinet; Presto (De 
Berrie), magic; Hilda De Berre, 
birds in toyland; Mary Perkins and 
company, dancers; Harold Riley, 
hillbilly act; Marie Martino and 
Dorothy Voss, fan dancers; Sim- 
mons-Regan and company, ten-peo- 
ple minstrel troupe. 

Executive staff: Sam B. Dill, co- 
owner and business manager; Tom 
Mix, co-owner and managing direc- 
tor; Dale Turney, assistant man- 
ager, secretary and treasurer; Al- 
bert McCabe, legal adjuster; C. A. 
Lawrence, general agent; Harold 
Manheim, advance press; Mrs. Mc- 





Cabe, press with the show; Buck 
Reger, 24-hour man and banners 
agent; Mike Pyne, in charge of ad- 
vance trucks and billers; Mrs. Sam 
Dill, Mrs. Dail Turney, Albert Mc- 
Cabe and Mrs. Jerry Flowers in 
charge of front door; John R. Agee, 
equestrian director, assisted by 
James Arbaugh: Mrs. Espee, re- 
served seats tickets; Mary Hilbert, 
wardrobe mistress; Dennie Helm, 
superintendent big show canvas; 
Calvin Spike, assistant; Ed Hen- 
derson, superintendent ring stock; 


M. Campbell, assistant; Frank 
Crandall, charge of dogs; Marion 
Graves, superintendent menagerie; 


Bob Kelly, boss props; Joe Ford, 
master transportation; A. (Baldy) 
Allister. cookhouse superintendent; 
Ralph Peterson and Leroy Rokus, 
assistants: Edward Austin, black- 
smith: Chuch Langford, superin- 
tendent privileges; Rand Taffe, and 
Joe Bowers, in charge of Tom Mix’s 
private mechanical department. 

Show again this year is making 
the noon-day parade a much-im- 
proved pageant: over last season, 
with mostly all General Motors 
equipment. being used for the cages 
and tableaux. 


Catholic Verdict 


(Continued from page 5) 
booking’ system, saying it enforced 
exhibs to show harmful pictures as 
well as good ones. He expressed the 
thought that the Assembly of Bish- 
ops in Cincinnati next month would 
devise a means of distributing lists 
of acceptable films to all church 
members, and that flicks not rec- 
ommended should be considered un- 
worthy of Catholic patronage. 

An effort was made by a high 
motion picture official to stop this 
Bishop from making his attack but 
His Excellency would not reveal to 
VarieTY the name of the visiting 
pic man. He further lamented that 
he received no co-operation from 
quarters he had expected it in this 
part of the country, meaning Cath- 
olics in the industry. He voiced ob- 
jection to the erstwhile policy of 
the National Catholic Alumnae, 
‘Boost the best and ignore the rest.’ 
Said that often a good feature is 
nullified by fact shorts on same bill 
are immoral and degrading. As- 
serted films could be madé into up- 
lifting influences. 

According to the Archbishop a 
published pledge is being circulated 
throughout the country, known as 
‘Pledge of the Legion of Decency,’ 
which Catholics are being asked to 
sign and abide by the moral stop-gf6 
signals as regards picture attend- 
ance. 


GETS MEMPHIS DATE 
Birmingham, May 14. 
The Dodson’s World Fair Shows 
wintering at Clarskdale, Miss., has 
been booked for the Memphis Cot- 
ton Carnival during the week of 
May 13. 














Midwest Amusement Parks Lifting 
Lid Due to Expo's §. A. Competish 
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N.Y. Fair NG’s ‘Romance’ 


Syracuse, May 14. 
New York State Fair has turned 
down the suggestion of Mayor Rol- 
land B. Marvin that ‘The Romance 


of a People’ be produced as a fea- 
ture of the 1934 exposition. 





FINIS FOR A FAIR 
Newton, Ia., May 14. 
Its curtains for the Jasper county 
fair, Ira Livingston sold the grounds 
and all buildings for $16,000 in 


satisfaction of a mortgage to 
George Eggert who will transform 
the grounds into an amusement 
park for year round entertainment. 





SMALL, BUT BLACK 





Chicago, May 14. 

Amusement parks in this territory 
are getting ready for a genuine 
fight in order to save their skins 
from the competition of the World's 
Fair. Parks suffered brutally last 
year and are trying to stave off a 
repetition of that disaster. All 
parks are figuring on plenty of free 
shows and giveaways. 

Particularly are they all looking 
for good sex appeal stuff. They 
learned their lesson last year when 
they tried to operate a strictly clean 
family park. The public went for 
the Fair with its strip shows and 
fan dancers. 

Riverview Park has already an- 
nounced its ‘Follies’ show with the 
publicity containing plenty of flash 
ferme photos. White City has plans 


for a similar production, as have 
Dubuque, Ia., May 14. amusement parks in the vicinity 
a reaching Milwi . Tort | 
Final reports of the Dubuque |Te#¢2!"s from Milwaukee to Fort | 
, Wayne and south as far as Dan- | 
centennial celebration, expected to ville | 
, -_ J | 
go plenty in the red, due t Conce ionaires will be permitted | 
elaborate entertainment plans, has/to ride more openly this year, | 
' 
gone black according t final re- and especially are inducements being | 
ports, a net profit of $8.51 being |\« d concessions with song and 
shown, jdance shows. } 


Chi Expo Concession Space 100%, 
Id; Many Applicants Rejected 


Chicago, May 14. 
World’s Fair is sold to the limit 
to concessionaires, All available 
space, both in the open and in the 


villages, has been gobbled up. And 


still there are people hanging 
around the gates with greenbacks 
sticking out of their ears begging 
for a chance to angel anything or 
everything. 

Gotten so that the Fair has been 
placed in a position where it is able 
to say yes or no to would-be ex- 
hibitors. Many concessions have 
been refused by the Fair. And in- 
cluded in the rejections are such 
well-knowners in the concession 
field as the Waggnor Brothers of 
Coney Island, who wanted to bring 
in a war show; Charlie Newman, 
with a Florida sea serpent, and Bill 
Rice, who wanted to spot a water 
circus featuring swimming monkeys. 
Even the Pabst beer company is not 
set for a display for this coming 
summer. 

Jack Morrison, chief of the 
World’s Fair publicity troupe, has 
topped stories in some 1,417 news- 
papers and mags throughout the 
‘world in one of the smartest came 
paigns for effectiveness and cover- 
age yet. Job has been done thor- 
oughly as far as publicity and con- 
cessions are concerned. Everybody 
seems certain that the Fair’s going 
to make a lot of money, more than 
it did last year, But, as everything 
in show business, the final checkup 
is still a hearty question mark. 





BARNES SHOW NICKED 


Takes Out Animal. Show Permit 
But Has to Pay for a Circus 

It cost the Al G. Barnes show an 
extra $1,080 for the four days here 
last week because one of the city 
dads decided it wasn’t a wild animal 
show but a circus. 

The trick first applied for and 
got a wild animal. show permit at 
$100 for the first day and $70 for 
each day thereafter, or a total of 
$360. But the city supervisors made 
the police change it to a circus per- 
‘mit at $500 the first day and $300 
per day thereafter, or a total of 
$1,440, with an extra ten bucks for 
each side show. 

Barnes, incidentally, set a new 
high for the season with a smash- 
ing business on Saturday. Total 
four day’s bis reported to have hit 
around $25,000, plenty big. 





Vagrancy Arrests 


Milwaukee, May 14, 
Three stranded circus performers 
will have no worry about the near 





|ferred claims were $5.750. 


iH. A. 


future. Caught on the blind bag- 
gage of a freight train here, Arthur 


Converse, 22, San Antonio, Tex.; 
Frank Talbot, 27, Houston, and 
Elizabeth Brownie, no address 


given, are in the lock-up charged 
with trespassing and vagrancy. 

They told police their show went 
broke in Texas and because they 
like to travel hit the blinds. They 
will spend the summer months in 
the house of correction, 





RESORT PAYS 50% 
Charlotte, N. C., May 14, 


Cash is in hand for immedtfate 
payment of 50% dividend to the 
250 common creditors of Carolina 
Pines, Inc., elaborate resort and 
amusement center, according to R. 
toy Carter, receiver. The enter- 
prise has been turned over to pri- 
vate interests for operation. Com- 
mon claims totaled $93,000 and pre- 
Superior 
court i expected to approve an or- 
der of sale to P. J. and L. E. Carle 
ton and Mrs. Nannie C. Parrott, 
brothers and sisters of the founder, 
Carlton, 








LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Never has “< : : — Says “ Variety Daily” 


 < £ 
| #£@f Spencer Tracy been greater! | From Every Angle 
- The full force of Spencer Tracy’s power is a Box-Office Bet... 


unleashed in this vivid drama of a high-stakes What Gaynor-Farrell partisans have been 
gambler... who, too late, discovers he has looking forward to for over a year...one of 


gd played a sucker role in the game of life. the best love stories they’ve ever done! 


SPENCER TRACY JANET CHARLES 
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Cltow Dit TO. % GAYNOR - FARRELL 
Dvéstec, J\ CHANGE OF HEART} 
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HELEN TWELVETREES JAMES DUNN + GINGER ROGERS 


ALICE FAYE y A Produced by Winfield Sheehan 


Produced by Winfield Sheehan | , ae nabs sorte acl 


Directed by Edwin Burke hea My the novel “Manhattan Love Song” by Kathleen Norris 
Adaptation and Dialogue: Edwin Burke 
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Springtime Fancies 
of a Footloose Bachelor 





Merry with the madness of springtime romance! 

A gay bachelor who has dodged the altar for 

years finds the halter near his neck as two 
beauties try to harness him for life. 








A Jesse L. Lasky Production i. = oR 4 | << | 


} SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY ] 


Se : 4 OTTO KRUGER - NANCY CARROLL 
- oe NIGEL BRUCE ¢ HEATHER ANGEL 
HERBERT MUNDIN 


’ : a 7 \ From the play by Benn W. Levy. Screen 
play: Keene Thompson and Frank Tuttle 


Directed by Frank Tuttle 
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